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This invention rélates'to-improvements in fur-
‘niture: construction and the object of the inven-
tion.is to provide an:article of furniture, such as
a ‘couch, chair or the like having:a removable
iportion - adapted to:be supported in position to
serve as-a table, arm rest:or head rest. A fur-
ther: object is to provide an article of furniture
.as ‘aforesaid - so constructed that when the re-
movable portion.is-not in-use it has the appear-
-ance.of being an-integral part of the furniture.
A still further .object ‘is-to provide a -device as
aforesaid of simple and .durable construction
which :may be:manufactured at low:cost. Vari-
gus other :6bjects and the. advantages of the in-
vention: :may be -ascertained from- the ‘following
description:.and the accompanying drawing.

The invention resides, essentially, in the pro-
vision, in combination with an article of furni-
ture such as a chair, couch or the like, of a re-
movable end board supported by posts extending
laterally into the furniture, said end board being
removable and the posts being then insertable in
sockets on the furniture normally concealed by
the end board, whereby the board will be rigidly
supported in a horizontal plane at an elevation
such that the board may be used as a table. In
greater detail, the invention ‘comprises the fea-
tures and combinations of features described or
disclosed in the accompanying drawing or which
lie within the scope of the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawing, which illustrates
one embodiment of the invention, but to the de-
tails of which the invention is not confined as
modifications and substitutions may bhe effected
and are contemplated:—

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a couch construct-
ed according to the invention.

Tig. 2 is an end elevation of the structure shown
in Figure 1.

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the table and
supporting posts.

Referring more particularly to the drawing, 11
designates the body of a couch or lounge having
an upholstered seat 12. The body is provided in-
ternally at one or both ends with horizontally
disposed fixed tubular sockets 13, the outer ends
of which extend to and open through the outer
surfaces of the body ends proper, designated 14.
Below the horizontal sockets, the body ends are
provided with externally disposed fixed vertical
sockets 15.

The body is also provided with removable false
ends 16 supported by posts 17 rigidly secured to
the false ends and engageable in either the hori-
zontal or the vertical sockets. The false ends

are formed on their inner: surfaces with-low:pe-

ripheral flanges 18, adapted to seat tightly against

+thiefabric covering -of ‘the-body and avoid the

oecurrence of ‘a ‘crack, ssuch-as ‘might “be “ocea~

sioned by unevenness of the fabric if the eénd 18 &

had extended surface contact with the fabric.
The inner surfaces of the false ends'are also're-
cessed, as:shiown at<19, to accommodate the sock-
ets 15. 'The posts 17 .are secured to ~the false
end adjacent one edge:thereof, as shown,’ and. to
afford secure :attachment. for :the posts: and..also
to reinforce the . false:ends, feet. 20: are:provided
on-the posts extending acress the width-of-the
end and: suitably-secured to the. end;. these-feet

extending in. a generally:diagonal: directionso-as

to pass the socket receiving recesses 1900 -

The false ends 16 may be removed from the
body 11 and the lower ends of the posts 17 in-
serted in the vertical sockets 15, so that the ends
16 are supported in horizontal position with their
outer surfaces uppermost. The length of the
posts 17 and the disposition of the sockets 15 is
such that the ends 16 will be supported at an
elevation enabling their use as an arm rest, head
rest or table. When applying the posts 17 to the
sockets 15, the end 16 may be turned so as to pro-
ject outwardly from the seat or may be turned
so as to overlie the end of the seat.

Any suitable means may be provided to adjust
the elevation of the end when used as a table.
One such method comprises formation of the posts
with reduced end portions 21 forming shoulders
29 a short distance from the free ends of the posts.
The sockets 15 are each provided with two bores
93 and 24 in the former of which the reduced
end portions 21 may be received while the shoul-
ders 22 rest on the top of the socket member.
The other bore 24 is larger and adapted to re-
ceive the posts above the shoulders, the bores
being reduced at their lower ends to supportingly
engage the post shoulders.

The structure is extremely simple and durable
and, with a minimum of mechanism, provides
tables or arm rests adjustable to various positions
which may be stored out of the way when not
required for use and which do not detract from
the appearance of the couch, chair or the like.
There are no moving parts to get out of order and
the desired adjustments may be effected in a few
seconds.

According to the preferred construction, the
body is covered with an ornamental fabric, up-
holstered or not as desired, and the element 16
has a natural wood or enamel finish to contrast
with the fabric and give the appearance of a
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frame end, the said finish adapting the element
for use as a table.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim is:—

1. In furniture construction, a frame having a
seat thereon, horizontal and vertical sockets car-
ried by an end of said frame, a table including
legs engageable in said horizontal sockets to
support the table top in a vertical plane, said
table top having means whereby in vertical posi-
tion it may conceal all said sockets whereby the
table top constitutes a false end for said frame,
said legs being also engageable in said vertical
sockets to support the table top in a horizontal
plane at the end of the frame.

2. Structure according to claim 1, in which
the body is fabric covered and the table top or
false end member is formed with a flange adapted
to be embedded in the fabric covering of the
body thereby to conceal any space between the
body and said end member and give an appear-
ance of unity to the structure.

3. In furniture construction, a body having a
seat thereon, internal sockets carried by an end
of said body beneath the seat, external sockets
carried by the said end of the body, a flanged
end plate for the body, and means carried by
said plate engageable in said internal sockets
to support the end plate with its flanges in

-engagement with the body end and in position to

conceal said external sockets, said means being
engageable in said external sockets thereby to
support the end plate in horizontal position in
such’ relation to the seat that the plate may
serve as-a head rest, arm rest or end table asso-
ciated with the seat.

2 T 1,998,437

4. Structure according to claim 1 in which the
table legs are formed with supporting surfaces
spaced inwardly from the ends, said vertical
sockets being arranged in a plurality of pairs
and formed with supporting surfaces at differ-
ent elevations for engagement by said leg sur-
faces, thereby to support the table top at dif-
ferent elevations.

5. In furniture construction, a body having a
seat thereon, horizontal internal and vertical
external sockets carried by an end of said body,
an end plate for the body having recesses to
receive said external sockets, support means car-
ried by said end plate engageable in said hori-
zontal sockets to locate the plate in socket con-
cealing position at the end of the body, said
support means being engageable in said vertical
sockets to locate the plate in horizontal position
at the end of the body where it may serve as an
end table.

6. In furniture construction, a frame having a
seat thereon, horizontal and vertical sockets car-
ried by an end of said frame, a table including
a top recessed on its under side, and legs pro-
jecting from the under side of said table top

and engageable in said horizontal sockets to sup-

port the table top in a vertical plane at the end
of said frame to receive said vertical sockets in
the recess thereof, said top being of a size and
being supported in position to conceal all said
sockets, whereby the table top has the appear-
ance of being an infegral end of the frame, said
legs being at another time engageable in said
vertical sockets to support the table top in a
horizontal plane at the end of the frame.
REGINALD A. FERGUSON. -
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