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To all uhon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HARRY MCLEAN AB 

ERNETHY, a citizen of the United States, and 
a resident of Newark, Licking county, Ohio, 
have invented an Improved Switch-Stand, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The object of my invention is to construct 

a simple and strong form of automatic or 
yielding switch-stand which will permit the 
points to yield to allow a train to pass the 
closed switch. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a vertical section through a part of the stand 
and the rails and showing the switch-lever in 
full lines in one extreme position and in dotted 
lines in its other extreme position. Fig. 2 is 
a similar view showing the yielding part of 
the lever when pulled over from its normal position. 
In the views, A and A'indicate the two main 

rails, and B indicates an intermediate lever 
controlling the movable switch-points, which 
may be of any suitable or well-known con 
struction, and therefore have not been shown. 
I prefer, however, to employ the switch mech 
anism which forms the Subject of a separate 
application for a patent filed by me March 
28, 1891, Serial No. 386,843. This lever B is 
connected through a suitable rod R with the 
handled operating-lever K, pivoted at one end 
at p to the fixed switch-stand S. The upper 
part of this switch-stand S is provided with a 
curved and slotted top S, through which the 
handled switch-lever K may be swung upon 
its pivot from one extreme position shown 
by full lines in Fig.1 to the other shown by 
dotted lines in the same figure. The upper 
part of this lever is provided with a hinged 
and swinging hoop m, which may be made to 
engage with a staple n' at either end of the 
upper curved part of the stand, according to 
the position to which it may be moved. For 
this purpose the hinged part m of the hoop 
is carried by a collar m, free to be turned 
upon the handle of the operating-lever, as 
will be readily understood. The operating 
lever may thus be locked in either of its ex 
treme positions with the switch set in either 
of its two desired positions. This lever K is 
made in two parts, preferably free to turn in 
dependently to some extent upon the same 
pivot p, but with a yielding connection, which 

normally will keep the two parts of the le 
ver together, so that the yielding part k' will 
move with the handled part k. It is the yield- 55 
ing part ki' which is connected to the rod R, 
and, if desired, also, to the signal or lantern 
post R. The yielding connection of the part 
k' with the handled part k is in the form of 
a yielding spiral push-spring in around a 6o 
curved bolt in', carried by the yielding partik'. 
This spring n is interposed between the back 
of the handled part k of the lever and the 
head of the curved rod or bolt n’. Supposing 
that when the swinging lever Kis locked in 65 
the position shown by full lines in Fig. 1, the 
switch-points are closed and a train coming 
down the line toward the back of the closed 
switch, the flanges of the wheels can push 
the points open, owing to the yielding of the 7o 
part k' of the lever K, as shown in Fig. 2; but 
as soon as the train has passed the points will 
close again under the action of the spring in, 
and the yielding portion of the lever K will 
be restored to the position shown by full lines 75 
in Fig. 1. 

I claim as my invention 
1. A railway switch-stand having a swing 

ing operating-lever pivoted at one end to the 
stand, said swinging lever having a locking 8o 
device connected to one part, while the other 
is connected to the switch mechanism and a 
yielding connection between the two parts of 
the lever. 

2. A switch-stand having a handled swing- 85 
ing operating-lever pivoted at one end there 
to and provided with a yielding part mount 
ed on the same pivot and connected to the 
switch mechanism, and means for locking the 
handled part of the lever. 9o 

3. A switch-stand having a handled operat 
ing-lever pivoted thereto and provided with 
a yielding part connected to the switch mech 
anism, a push spiral spring between the han 
dled part of the lever and the yielding part 95 
to normally hold them together, and means 
for locking the handled part of the lever. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

HARRY MICLEAN ABERNETHY. 
Witnesses: 

J. A. ABERNETHY, . 
S. ABERNETHY, 


