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(57) Abstract: Provided is an image reader which can ade-
quately respond to variations in thickness of original docu-
ments being read. The image reader optically reads an im-
age recorded on the original (300A) being fed, and in-
cludes a read sensor (140), a first pinch roller (134), a first
coupling portion (222), and a second biasing portion (250).
The read sensor (140), which is of a contact type, reads re-
flected light from the original (300A) when the original
(300A) being fed is irradiated with light. The first pinch
roller (134) is provided upstream of the read sensor (140)
in the direction of feed of the original (300A) to contact
one of the surtaces of the original (300A) to be read by the
read sensor (140) and is rotated to feed the original (300A).
The first coupling portion (222) couples the read sensor
(140) and the first pinch roller (134). The second biasing
portion (250) moves in the first direction of intersection the
read sensor (140) and the first pinch roller (134) which
have been coupled with the first coupling portion (222).
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Although it is set forth in claim 11 that “a movement section is formed
from an elastic member which is capable of elastically deforming in the first
cross direction”, this matter is not fully supported by the description.

(continued to extra sheet)

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

L I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:l No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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That is, it is not set forth in the description that “the movement section”
is formed from “an elastic member capable of elastically deforming”.
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