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To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, Avstin D. Mavzs, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Polo, in the county of Caldwell and State of
Missouri, have invented new. and useful Im-
provements. in Hog Catching and.Ringing
Chutes, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. '

The invention relates to a hog catching
and ringing chute. o ‘

‘The object of the present invention is to
provide a simple, practical and efficient hog
catching and ringing chute of strong, dura-
ble and comparatively inexpensive construec-
tion adapted to catch automatically, lock
and securely hold a hog while ringing or
otherwise operating on the same and adapted
to be readily operated. to release the hog
after such operation-has been completed.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in the construction and
novel combination and " arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended, it being
understood that various changes in the form,
proportion and minor details of construe-
tion, within the scope of the claims, may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of the
invention. ' , '

In the drawings, in which like characters
of reference designate corresponding parts
in the several views:— ,

Figure 1 is an elevation of a hog catching
and ringing chute constructed in accordance
with this invention, the side walls of  the
chute or runway heing in section and the
doors being open. :

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view of
the same. _ :

Figure 3 is a horizontal sectional view o
the upper portion of the device, the doors
being open.

-Figure 4 is a similar view of the lower por-

“tion of the device, the doors being closed.

In the accompanying drawings, in which
is illustrated the preferred embodiment of
the invention, the hog catching and ringing
chute comprises in its construction a vertical
frame 1, constituting an end wall for a hog
chute or runway 2 having spaced side walls
3.- The frame and the side walls constitute
a chute or enclosure and the said frame is
provided with a central door opening and is
equipped at opposite sides thereof with

hinged doors 5 connected with the frame at

opposite sides of the door opening 4 by up-
per and lower hinges 6, but the doors 5 may
be hinged to the frame in any other desired
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manner as may be readily understood. The

doors are provided at their free vertical
edges with recesses or cutaway portions 7
forming a hog receiving opening when the
doors are closed and adapted for the re-
ception of the neck of a hog. The hog enters
the chute or runway and in attempting to
pass through the space between the open
doors automatically closes the doors on its
neck and as the opening formed by the said
recesses or cutaway portions 7 is of less size
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than the head of the hog the latter will be ~

securely held in the device when the.doors
are closed and locked by the catches herein-
after described. The frame 1 is preferably
composed of spaced vertical bars and inner
and outer horizontal connecting bars 8 and 9
arranged at the upper and lower ends of the
vertical bars and the outer bars 9 are of
greater width than the inner bars and form
stops for limiting the closing movement of
the ‘hinged doors. The lower horizontal
bar is provided with a longitudinal slot. 10
and is reinforced at the exterior by a face
plate 11, which is also provided with a slot
12 corresponding with- the slot 10 of the
lower exterior horizontal bar. The slots
form a catch receiving opening in the lower
portion of the frame and the lower bar 9 is
beveled at the bottom of the opening to pre-
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sent an edge 13 to be engaged by arcuate -
D o)

catches 14 secured to the free edges of the
hinged doors at the lower portions thereof
and extending outwardly theérefrom and
provided at their inner portions with shoul-
dered projections or teeth 15 to engage with

the said edge 18 when the doors close, where-

by the doors will be automatically locked in
their closed position. The catches are se-
cured to the free edges of the doors by pivots
16 and their outer ends are provided with
weights 17 adapted to cause the catches to
operate by gravity in engaging the edge 13
of the frame. When the ringing or other
operation is completed the doors are adapted
to be readily released by the foot of a per-
son, lifting the catches out of engagement
with the edge 18 and the doors, when free to
open, will automatically swing backwardly
or inwardly under the action of springs 18
secured to fixed projecting bracket arms
19 mounted on the upper portions of the
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frame at opposite sides of the door opening
and have inner angularly disposed edges 20
arranged in the path of the doors and form-
ing stops for limiting the opening movement
thereof. The combined bracket and stop
arms and the springs maintain the doors
normally in proper position for enabling a
hog to introduce his head between the doors
in attempting to pass through the door open-
ing. The hogs are introduced into the chute
or runway one at a time and it will be clear
that they will be easily caught and securely
held by the device which automatically locks
on ahog. It will also be seen that when the
doors are released they will open under the
influence of the springs as the hog with-
draws its head and they will remain open in
position for engaging the next hog.

While the device is designed primarily for
catching and ringing hogs it will be readily
apparent that it may also be employed for
catching and holding various other animals.

What is claimed is:

1.-An animal catcher of the class de-
seribed, including a frame having a door
opening, hinged doors located at opposite
sides of the. door opening and -provided at
their free edges with corresponding recesses
forming an opening for the reception of
the neck of an animal -when the doors are
closed, means for automatically locking the
doors on the neck of an animal when the
the same attempts to pass between the doors
and means whereby to open the doors auto-
matically upon manual release of the lock-
ing means.

2. An animal catcher of the class ‘de-
seribed, including -a frame having a door
opening, hinged -doors located at opposite
sides of the door opening and provided
at their free edges with correspeonding re-
cesses forming an opening for the reception
of -the neck of an animal when the doors
arve closed, means for yieldably holding the
doors in an open position at an zngle to
each other, whereby the doors will be closed
on the neck of an animal when the same at-
tempts to pass between them, and means for
locking the doors in their closed position,
sald yieldable means also operating to open
the doors automatically when the same are
free to open. ) _ :

38, An animal ecatcher of the clags de-
seribed, including a frame having a deor
opening, hinged doors arranged at opposite
sides of -the opening and provided at their
free edges with portions for receiving the
neck .of an animal, fixed arms extending
from the frame at opposite sides .of the
doorway and arranged to form stops for
limiting the opening movement of the doors
to arrange the same at an angle to each
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other when open, whereby the doors will be
closed by an animal in attempting to pass
between them, and means for locking the
doors in their closed position.

4, An animal c¢atcher of the class de-
scribed, including a frame provided with
a door opening, doors hinged to the frame
at opposite sides of the opening and pro-
vided at their free edges with neck receiv-
ing portions, fixed -brackets projecting
from the frame at opposite sides of the door-
way and having angularly disposed edges
arranged in the path of-the doors for limit-
ing the opening movement of the same to
cause the doors when open to be arranged
at an angle to. each other, yieldable means
for connecting the doors with the brackets
to maintain the doors in an open position
and to permit the doors to be-closed by an
animal, and means for locking the doors in
their closed position.

5. An animal catcher of the class de-
scribed, including a frame -having a door
gpening, hinged doors arranged at opposite
sides of the opening and provided at their
free edges with neck receiving portions,
and arcuate catches pivoted to the free edges
of the doors and having means for engaging
the ~frame for automatically locking the
doors in their closed position, said catches
having their outer portions weighted to
cause ‘the catches to positively engage the
frame. :

6. An animal catcher of the class de-
seribed, comprising a frame having a door
receiving opening and provided at the bot-
tom thereof with a horizontal slot, doors
hinged to -the frame at opposite sides of the
sald opening -and -adapted to close on an
animal, and catches pivoted to the free
edges -of the doors and extending through
the said horizontal slot and having weighted
outer portions, said catches being adapted
to -automatically lock the doors in their
closed position.

7. An animal catcher of the class de-
scribed, comprising a frame having a door
receiving opening and provided at the bot-
tom thereof swith a horizontal slot, doors
hinged to the frame at opposite sides of the
said opening and adapted to close on an
animal, catches pivoted to the free edges of
the doors and extending through the said
herizontal slot and having weighted outer
portions, said catches being adapted to auto-
matically lock the doeors-in their closed po-
sition, stops for limiting the opening move-
ment of ‘the doors, and yieldable means for
urging the doors to-their open.peosition.

In testimony -whereof I have-hereunto set

my hand. e
AUSTIN D. MAYES,
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