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To all whom it m (ty col (; "l. 
Be it known that I, ANDREW L. ZERN, a 

citizen of the inited States, residing at 
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia 

5 and State of Pennsylvania, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Shoes, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to shoes, and the ob 

lo ject is to provide an improved construction 
which will permit easy and quick removal of 
the shoe without unfastelling it at the front. 

These objects, and other advantageous 
ends which will be described hereinafter, i. 

15 attain in the following manner, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings ill 
which 

Figure 1 is a rear elevation of a shoe con 
structed in accordance with the invention, 

Figure 2 is a side elevation, 
Figure 3 is a rear elevation with the shoe 

Open, 
Figure 4 is a sectional view taken on the 

line 4-4 of Figure 2, 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary Sectional view 

taken on the line 5-5 of Figure 1, and 
Figure 6 is a perspective view of a 

counter-stiffener. 
In the drawings, 10 designates a shoe hav 

30 ing a lower 11 and upper quarter's 12. The 
quarters 12 are provided with flaps 13 se 
cured by suitable fastening 14, preferably 
lacing. The shoe is provided with a lining 
15 and a counter-stiffener 16 at the heel be 

a , tween the leather of the lower and lining 15. 
This counter-stiffener has a bottom fiange 1 
by which it is fastened. The back of the 
counter-stiffener is cut out in substantially 
V-shaped formation to provide a notch 18 

40 which preferably has a concave crotch por 
tion and oppositely flaring sides. 
The quarters 12 of the upper are sepa 

rated at the rear as well as at the front, the 
rear separation or opening 19, being on a 

45 vertical line with the back Seam 20 of the 
lower, and the opposed ends of the upper 
quarters may abut as shown more particul 
larly in Figure 4 of the drawings. A flap 
21 is secured outside the rear end of one of 

50 the quarters 12, as by stitching 22, and over 
laps the inside quarter as indicated at 28. 
The part 23 is loose or free but adapted to be 
connected to the inside quarter 12 by means 
of quick detachable fasteners such as ball 85 and socket or snap fastenings 24 having 

20 

25 

co-acting parts carried by the flap and in 
her quarter. A strip 25 is provided cen 
trally at the back of the upper for rein 
forcement and ornamentation. 

In practice, a shoe constructed in accord- 60 
ance with the invention may be put on the 
foot by opening fastening 14 at the front or 
by unfastening the quarters at the back. 
if for any reason, it is necessary or desir 
able to quickly remove the shoe, it may be 85 
clone without unfastening the shoe at the 
front, by opening the snap or ball and socket 
fasteners 24. This will permit the upper 
quarters to spread open at the back as shown 
in Figure 3 of the drawing. This is facili- to 
tated by notch 18 in the counter-stiffener, 
as the counter-stiffener would otherwise tend 
to bind at the heel, but when so constructed 
permits spreading and leaves the heel of 
the lower soft and pliable at this point. 
While the shoe is especially designed to, 

be worn by track walkers and workmen 
around railroad yards, so that if the heel 
gets caught in the track or a frog, the foot. 
may be pulled loose and out of the she to 80 
avoid injury or accidents, it is to be under 
stood that the shoe is adapted for general 
S. 

While I have described my invention as 
taking a particular form, it will be under- 85 
stood that the various parts of my invention 
lnay be changed without departing from the 
spirit thereof, and hence I do not limit my 
self to the precise construction set forth, 
but consider that I am at liberty to make 90 
such changes and alterations as fairly come 
within the scope of the appended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is:- 

1. A shoe having its quarters separated in 
the rear, and having a counter-stiffener 
which has a notch in its upper rear edge be 
neath said separation; a flap fastened to the 
rear of one quarter and overlying the other 100 
quarter; and cuickly detachable fastening 
means between the second quarter and the 
overlying part of the flap, said notch with 
the pliable shoe material covering it render 
ing the heel pliable at this point and facili 0 
tating spreading of the upper and removal 
of the foot. 

2. A shoe having a lower with a counter 
stiffener which has a substantially V-shaped 
not rh in its upper rear edge, said notch an 

is 
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the raaterial of said lower permitting spread 
ing of the upper side of said stiffener and 
rendering the rear of the upper pliable at 
this point; upper quarters open at the front 
and the back; lacing connecting the front 
of the quarters; a flap connected to the rear 
face of one of the quarters to overlie the 
other quarter; Snap fasteners for connecting 
the fiap to the last-named quarter; and a re 

inforcing strip at the back of the flap con- io 
nected to the lower. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

ANDREW I. ZERN. 
Witnesses: 

ELIZABETH GARBE, 
CHAs. E. PoTTs. 


