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To at 27, who in it inctly conce77: 
Be it known that I, ISAAC W. DRUMMOND, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of the borough of Manhattan, city, county, 
and State of New York, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Paint-Tubes, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying drawings, 
in which 
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Figure 1 illustrates a vertical sectional view 
of a paint-tube embodying my invention. 
Figs. 2 and 3 illustrate modified forms thereof. 
Heretofore paint-tubes have been made with 

threads formed in the metal at the mouth of 
the tube, with which corresponding threads 
cut in the interior of a suitable metallic cap 
engaged, whereby the cap was screwed down 
to close the mouth of the tube, and a wafer 
or thin piece of material-cork, for exam 
ple-has been sometimes employed in the bot 
tom of the cap to additionally seal the joint. 
It frequently happens, however, that notwith 
standing the stated construction and attempt 
to effectively seal the tube the oils from the 
paint or other material inclosed within the 
tube will in course of time, owing to atmos 
pheric or other conditions, exude from the 
tube, soiling the outside thereof, thus badly 
defacing the goods and making them more or 
less unsalable. 
Tubes for containing adhesive material hav 

ing a thin easily-perforated disk or film of 
metal over the mouth or opening have also 
been constructed, the thin plate of metal be 
ing perforated or punctured at the time of 
use, so that after the mucilage or equivalent 
material has been expelled from the tube at 
each use by Suitable pressure thereon the ma 
terial remaining just at the perforation or 
opening quickly dries, which again seals the 
device, so that further escape of the contents 
is impossible, and it is maintained in suitable 
condition for subsequent use. 
The tubes last described are unsuited for 

the paint trade, because the paint will not 
dry within sufficient time to reseal the pack 
age after it has been once opened. On the 
contrary, it remains soft in some instances 
for days together, and during the interim the 
material will exude spontaneously in many 
cases, and also the tube will be subjected to 
more or less pressure during its handling, 
thus increasing the exudation, whereupon not 
only is the paint or other material wasted, but 
all surrounding objects smeared and defaced 
there with. Moreover, the orifice made by 

merely puncturing the soft-metal diaphragm 
or sealing-piece is apt to be too small for ef 
fective use by artists or other users of paints. 
The purpose of my present invention, there 

fore, is to so construct a tube as that it shall 
possess all the advantages and none of the dis 
advantages above referred to. 

Referring to Fig. 1, A represents the body 
of the tube, which is of the kind universally 
made of a single piece of homogeneous and 
ductile metal, as is well known, and which is 
closed at the bottom B in the usual manner. 
C is the threaded stem or upper extremity of 
the tube. D is the usual threaded cap. E is 
an outwardly or upwardly projecting part of 
the metal forming the tube, which may be 
made somewhat thinner than the rest of the 
metal composing the stem C, so that when it 
is desired to use the contents of the tube this 
upwardly-projecting part E may be readily 
removed wholly or partly by any suitable 
cutting instrument-as, for instance, the blade 
of a penknife, a pair of shears, or its equiva 
lent-so that an opening substantially as large 
as that through the stem C may be afforded 
for the egress of the paint. 
In Fig. 2 Ishow a construction substantially 

the same as that of Fig. 1, except instead of 
being dome-shaped the upwardly-extending 
E. metal (shown at F) is cylindrical in out 
le. 

In Fig. 3 I show still another modification 
in which the sealing-strip G does not project 
upwardly above the upper edge of the threaded 
part of the stemC, but, on the contrary, is hori 
Zontal there with. 

I prefer the construction shown in the other 
two drawings because, owing to the upward 
projection of the thin removable sealing-piece, 
it is more easy to remove it; but the form 
shown in Fig. 3 is nevertheless useful, because 
the point of a knife-blade or one blade of a 
pair of shears will readily cut out the thin 
sealing-piece when it is desired to use the 
contents of the tube. 

It will be observed that under my construc 
tion, during storage and while in the store of 
the merchant and also while in the user's 
hands, unopened, the tube is absolutely, in 
deed hermetically, sealed, so that no possibility 
exists of exudation of any of the contents 
thereof. Therefore the article remains clean, 
sightly, and attractive. When desired, how 
ever, the sealing-piece may be wholly or partly 
removed in an instant and an opening of suf 
ficient area to best serve the purpose is af 
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forded, and from that time forward the con 
tents of the can will be securely retained by 
replacing the cap as heretofore. Should slight 
exudation of the contents of the tube occur 

5 while in use in the hands of the artist or artisan, 
no harm will result, for such exudation will 
be exceedingly slight, if any, because of the 
presence of the cap, and a slight smearing of 
the mouth or upper part of the tube is of no 

IO consequence to the users thereof for they are 
accustomed to more or less smearing of their 
utensils with paints, oils, &c. 
My tubes are preferably made of tin, but 

may be made of any other suitable metal or 
For large tubes, which would be 

expensive if made of tin, I make up a tin and 
lead alloy and sometimes make them entirely 
of lead. 
The cap, as shown, is preferably threaded 

2O to the stem; but obviously other means of at 
taching the two suitably together may be sub 
stituted for the threads. 

It will be obvious to those who are familiar 
with this art that modifications may be made 
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in the details of construction without depart 
ing from the essentials thereof. I therefore 
do not limit myself to the details described 
and illustrated. - 

I claim 
1. A paint-tube embodying a body part, a 

stem, a removable sealing-piece which projects 
outwardly beyond the stem proper and inde 
pendently Seals the structure, all composed of 
a single homogeneous piece of metal, and a 
cap for the stem. 

2. A paint-tube embodying a body part, an 
exteriorly-threaded stem, a removable seal 
of Said parts being composed of a single homo 
geneous piece of metal, and a threaded cap 
adapted to engage with the stem. 

In testimony whereof have signed my name 
to this specification in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

ISAAC. W. DRUMMOND. 
Witnesses: 

FLORA. M. DOUSBACH, 
LOUIS LAZAROWITZ. 
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