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‘This invention relates to dispensing packages, and in
jts preferred form is directed to dispensing packs com-
prising a plurality of packages fastened together in such
a way that one package at a time may be removed from
the pack, each.package as it is removed being thereby
opened for dispensing purposes.

- Various products, such as cleansing tissues and ciga-
rettes, packaged in dispensing packages of a size con-
venient for carrying in a pocket or a pocketbook, are
marketed in cartons or boxes containing a plurality of
these dispensing packages. Each such package must first
be removed from the carton, and then an opening must be
formed in its wrapper or wrappers to get it into dispens-
ing condition so that individual articles may be withdrawn
as needed. The wrapper material is often difficult to
tear neatly, or fo tear at all, so that a tear strip com-
monly is provided. Frequently these. fail, due to-faulty
material.  Other forms of opening devices require that
instructions printed on the wrapper be followed. This
requires attention and care on the part of the user, who
normally has other things demanding his attention.” As
a result. of these conditions, access to the product is un-
certain and takes time and care to achieve.

In the case of cigarettes, some States require that a
State tax stamp be applied to an end of each package.
This requires that each package be removed from the
carton, a stamp be applied to each package, and the
packages replaced in the carton.

The primary object of my invention is to overcome the
above difficulties.

I have found that I can provide a novel multiple pack
of individual dispensing packages which avoids the above
difficulties, saves a substantial amount of the material
heretofore used for the cartons, and which at the same
time provides an attractive display. This is done by
fastening each package to a support or tray in such a
manner that when the package is removed from the sup-
port a dispensing opening is automatically formed in the
package wrapper. There is no need for the user to look
for a tear strip, or for instructions as to how to open
the package. When he takes a package from the sup-
port or tray it is opened for him.

In a preferred form of my invention I provide a mul-
tiple pack comprising a plurality of wrapped packages
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Flg 4isa penspectlve view showmg still another em-
bodiment.

Referring now to the drawings, wherein like characters
indicate the same or similar parts, Fig. 1. illustrates one
embodiment of my invention comprising a plurality of
packages 10 of folded tissues arranged in stacked array
with their lower ends resting on a tray 11. Two of the
packages have already been removed from the front of
the tray, and a third package 10’ is illustrated which
has just been removed. To provide strength and rigidity,
the tray is preferably provided with upstanding side
flanges 1212 and end flanges 13—13 which are fastened
together at the corners. These flanges enclose the lower
end portions of the individual packages as illustrated.
Each package comprises a packet of folded tissues 14
enclosed by a wrapper of paper or other suitable material
15. As illustrated in Fig. 2, the bottom of each wrapper
15 is secured by adhesive 16 to the bottom 17 of the
tray. Other means, such as stapling, may be used for
fastening the wrapper to the tray. = A line of weakness,
such as perforations, cut scores, or combinations of these,
is provided in wrapper 15 around the package, this line
of weakness being spaced above the bottom end of the
package. Thus, when one of the packages such as 10’,
is grasped and removed from the pack, the wrapper severs
along the line of weakness leaving a portion 18 attached
to the tray and exposing the end portions of the folded
tissues 14 in convenient position for dispensing.

Fig. 3 illustrates a cross section similar to Fig. 2 of
a pack such as illustrated in Fig. 1, illustrating another
embodiment of the present invention. In this embodi-

" ment a plurality of packages. of cigarettes are disposed
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stacked along a supporting member or tray with their

wrappers fastened thereto and with lines of weakness
formed in the wrappers, so that as each package is re-
moved from the tray a portion of the wrapper is aufo-
matically removed, exposing the wrapped article for con-
venient dispensing. Other objects and advantages of the
invention will be apparent from the following description
and from the appended drawings wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a preferred
embodiment of my invention;

Fig. 2 is a cross section taken along the plane indi-
cated by line 2—2 in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a cross section similar to Fig. 2 illustrating
another embodiment of the invention; and
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upon a tray in the same fashion as the packages of tissues
are disposed on tray 1 in Flg 1.” One package 20 has
just been removed, exposing the next package 21 in the
stack. Each package has an outer wrapper of cellophane
or the like, indicated at 22, and an inner wrapper 23, only
a portion of which is shown uncovered at the corner of
package 20. 1In this case, it is desired to remove only a
corner portion of the cellophane wrapper 22, to give ac-
cess to the inner wrapper 23, which, unlike the usual
outer wrapper, is easily torn, so that the inner wrapper
may be opened sufficiently to give access to the cigarettes
contained within. As in the first embodiment, the pack-"
ages are all stacked on a tray 24. A line of weakness
25 is formed in outer wrapper 22. This may have any
desired configuration, and it completely surrounds the
corner indicated. At least a portion of this corner por-
tion is fastened to tray 24 by adhesive, as indicated at 26,
or by other means, such as a staple. When one of the
packages such as 20 is removed, corner portion 27 of
wrapper 22 remains attached to tray 24, leaving the cor-
responding portion of inner wrapper 23 exposed, as illus-
trated.

Cigarette packages can be formed from a single thick-
ness having sufficient strength to protect the contents, -
using a suitable laminate such as foil and paperboard.
For packages of this character it is desirable to make the
removable section of the wrapper smaller, confining it to
a portion of the end of the package which rests on the
bottom of the tray, and making it of a convenient size to
permit withdrawal of individual cigarettes while giving
maximum protection to the remaining cigarettes. Fig. 4
illustrates such a package comprising a single wrapper
30 after removal from its pack. Wrapper 30 is performed
with a line of weakness which in the package lies along
the edges at 32, 33 and 34, and in the folds across the
end at 35. The portion of end 31 bounded by these
lines is fastened, as by adhesive, to the tray (not shown).
Removal of the package from the tray thus automati-
cally provided the opening 36 in end 31, as illustrated.
The line of weakness in this embodiment, instead of com-
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prising perforations clear through the wrapper, may com-
prise score lines which do not quite go through the
wrapper, of sufficient depth to sever cleanly when sub-
stantial force is -applied, while at-the:same. time maintain-
ing the integrity of“the wrapper until access to the. con-
tents is obtained by removal. of: the package. from: the
tray. - )

In all embodiments, the lines. of weakness preferably
are formed by the dies which cut the package blanks.

Tt will be seen that I have provided a novel.dispensing
package which overcomes several disadvantages of similar
prior art packages and gives quick access by combining
into a single step what formerly took two steps; i.e. (1)
removing the individual package from the carton or con-
tainer, and (2) opening the individual package. Carton
material is saved, and an. attractive multiple. package
display is provided. .When used for cigarettes, State tax
stamps or indicia may be applied to the ends of the pack-
ages without removing. them. from their supporting. tray.

As will be apparent to those skilled in the art, numerous
other embodiments are. possible within the scope of the
appendéd claims.

1 claim: )

1. A dispensing pack comprising a package on a sup-
porting tray, said package comprising an article and a
wrapper enclosing said article, said package having an
end abutting said tray, said wrapper having a minor por-
tion thereof between said article and said tray partly
enclosing said article, at least a part of said wrapper in
said minor portion being fastened to said tray, and a
line of weakness in said wrapper spaced. from said end
and separating said minor portion from the major portion
of said wrapper; whereby when said package is removed
from said tray said minor portion of said wrapper will be
removed from said package, thereby exposing said end of
said article in convenient position for dispensing.

2. A dispensing pack as defined in claim 1 comprising
a plurality’ of said packages disposed side by side in
stacked array on said tray.
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3. A dispensing pack as defined in claim 2 wherein said
tray comprises a bottom on which said packages are dis-
posed and a plurality of sides extending from said bottom
partially enclosing said stacked array.

4. A dispensing pack as defined in claim 1 wherein said
article is a packet of tissues disposed side by side perpen-
dicularly to said tray.

5. A dispensing pack as defined in claim 4 comprising
a plurality of said packages disposed side by side in
stacked ‘array on said tray:

6. A dispensing pack as defined in claim 5 wherein
said tray comprises a bottom on which said packages are

-disposed and a. plurality. of sidés extending from said

bottom partially enclosing said stacked array.

7. A dispensing'pack comprising a plurality of packages
disposed side by side in stacked array on a supporting
member, said supporting member comprising a tray hav-
ing a bottom on whick said packages are disposed and a
plurality of sides extending from said bottom partially
enclosing said stacked array, each said package comprising
an article-and a wrapper enclosing said article, an abut-
ting portion of said wrapper being disposed between said
article and said tray, said abutting portion partly enclos-
ing said- article and lying along a portion of said sup-
porting. member, at least a part of said wrapper in -said
abutting. pertion being fastened to said supporting mem-
ber, said-part being separated from a major portion of
said  wrapper by a line of weakness in said wrapper;
whereby when said package is removed from said sup-
porting ‘member said abutting portion of sajd wrapper
will be removed from said package, thereby exposing said
article.
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