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3 Claims. 

My invention relates to guards for electrical 
outlet receptacles of the type wherein a guard is 
rotatable or movable relative to the receptacle 
whereby to selectively position slots in Said guard 
in alignment and offset relation to the slots of the 
receptacle. Devices of this type are known and 
have the safety factor which comprises a blocking 

(C1. 

of the receptacle slots when the receptacle is not 
in use. On the other hand, such guards provide 
no protection when an electric plug is plugged in 
enough for a contact, but not sufficiently to con 
pletely cover the exposed portions of the prongs 
of the plug. 
With the foregoing in view, it is an object of 

my invention to provide an improved guard for 
electric outlet receptacles. 
A further object is to provide an improved 

guard for electric outlet receptacles, Wherein 
means are provided to enclose the prongs of an 
electric plug even when the plug is but partially 
seated in the receptacle. 
A further object is to provide in an improved 

guard such as that last described means wherein 
the guard is movable relative to the receptacle to 
and from operative and inoperative positions 
wherein the receptacle slots are respectively ex 
posed and blocked. 
A further object is to provide an improved 

guard which is readily applicable to standard elec 
tric fixtures, which is readily and economically 
manufactured with a minimum of parts, and 
which is strong and sturdy in use. 
Other objects and advantages reside in the 

particular structure of the invention, combina 
tion and arrangement of the Several parts there 
of, and will be readily apparent to those skilled 
in the art upon reference to the attached draw 
ings in connection with the following Specificar 
tion, wherein the invention is shown, described 
and claimed. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a front view of a guard according to 

the invention showing the same applied to an 
electric outlet receptacle; 

Figure 2 is a top plan view thereof; 
Figure 3 is a horizontal section taken Substan 

tially on the plane of the line 3-3 of Figure 1. 
Referring specifically to the drawing, wherein 

like reference characters designate like parts 
throughout the several views, 9 designates the 
usual electric plug prong-receiving slots in a con 
ventional dual electric outlet receptacle . The 
receptacle () is provided with the usual cover 
plate and the cover plate and receptacle are 
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which may be slightly longer than normal, the 
Structure just described is conventional and forms 
no part of my invention. While the receptacle 

shown is a dual receptacle, it is to be under 
Stood that the invention is equally applicable to 
Single receptacles and receptacles having more 
than the conventional pair of outlet sockets. 
The guard according to the invention comprises 

a cover 4 which is provided with a pair of later 
ally-Spaced bores 5 extending therethrough, 
which bores are counter-bored, as at 6, to pro 
wide, With the bores 5, inwardly-directed annular 
flanges. A further counter-bore it is provided 
adjacent the rear Surface of the cover 4 for a, 
purpose to become apparent. The flanges defined 
by the counter-bore 6 and bore 5 are each 
formed with opposed pairs of notches 8 and 9 
therein, With the pairs of notches 48 being offset 
90 relative to the notches 9. The notches 8 
are identified by green discs 2 formed or inset 
in the Outer surface of the cover 4 adjacent each 
notch 6, while the notches 9 are similarly iden 
tified by red markers 29. The purpose of such 
notches and identifying indicia will become appa 
rent later. 
A cup-shaped guard member 22 of insulating 

Imaterial is rotatably mounted within the coun 
ter-bore 6 in each instance. The guards 22 each 
comprise a floor 23 and a cylindrical side wall 24, 
together with a bottom flange 25 comprising an 
annular extension of the botton wall 23. The 
fianges 25 Seat, on the annular shoulders formed 
by the counter-bores 6 and 7, whereby to retain 
he floorS 23 in juxtaposition relative to the for 

W2.É'd faces of the receptacle (). The floors 23 
are also formed with a pair of diametrically oppo 
Site slots 28 which, in one position, Figure , are 
&dapted to be aligned with the receptacle slots 9, 
and in another position, the right hand side of 
Figure 1, are adapted to be offset relative to such 
slots 3, whereby to block the same. The cylin 
drical Side Wall 23 of each guard is formed with 
a pair of diametrically oppositely-disposed and 
axially-extending extensions 2, which extensions 
comprise finger grips and are selectively extended 
through an opposed pair of notches 9 or notches 
8. AS is readily apparent from Figure 1, when 

the finger grips 2 are positioned in the notches 
19, the slots 2 and 9 are in alignment and the 
finger grips are positioned adjacent the red 
markerS 2. In like manner, when the finger 
grips 27 are positioned in the notches 8, they are 
juxtaposed to the green markers 2 and the slots 
26 and 9 are offset, whereby to block the latter 

mounted on brackets 2 in a wall, not shown, by 35 slots. 
screws 3. With the exception of the screws 3, The flanges 25 of the guards 22 are preferably 
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annular where conditions permit the same. HoW 
ever, when Space does not permit continuous 
flanges, as is illustrated in Figure 3, where the 
proximity of the twin Sockets requires that the 
partition 28 Separating the same be relatively nar 
row, portions of the flanges 25 are cut away, aS 
indicated at 29 in Figure 3. Such cut-away por 
tions may comprise 160° each, whereby to permit 
partial rotation of the guards 22 in opposite direc 
tions without interference of the flanges. 

In manufacturing the device according to the 
invention, the guards 22 of necessity must be of 
insulating material and the cover... ii is prefer 
ably of insulating material, as shown. It should 
be noted, also, that the cover is is of relatively 
great thickness, whereby to cooperate: with the 
guards 22 to provide a space between the front 
Surface of the cover if and the floors-33 of the 
guards which Substantially equals the length of 
the prongs of a Standard electric plug, not shown. 
The operation of the device contemplates that 

the guards 22 will norinally be positioned as 
ShoWn in Figure 1 aid figure 3, at the right hand 
thereof, when the receptacle Y is not in use. 
In this position, the finger gripS 2F are Seated 
in the notches 3, whereby thesiots 25 and 3 are 
offset and the latter slots are blocked. In this 
position, children are unable to gain acceSS to 
the slots 3, and the latter are also protected 
against the entrance of dust or dirt, as well as 
inoisture to a certain extent. However, when it 
is desired to use one or more of the Sockets of 
the receptacle, the finger grips 2i are gripped 
and compressed inwardjy, whereby to frea then 
from the slots 3 and the guard 33 is rotated 90° 
So as to position the finger gripS 3 opposite the 
slots, 9, whereupon release of the finger grips 
permits them to Spring iradially oitwardly into 
the notches 9 to lock the guard 23 in a position 
with the slotS 23 and 9 aligned. hereafter, the 
conventional electric plug is inserted in the usual 
manner. By providing a cover is and receptacle 
22 of Substantial thickneSS and depth, the prongs 
Of the electric plug need not be fully. iiiserted to 
be protected, as they are enclosed either by the 
guard's side wall or by the confining thickness 
of the cover as defined by the counter-bore . 

hus, while inave shown and described what 
is now thought to be the preferred enoodirilent 
of the invention, it is to be understood tilat the 
Same is Susceptible of other forms and expres 
Sions. Consequently, I do not limit myself to tile 
precise structure shown and described, except as 
hereinafter claimed. 
I claim: 
1. A guard, coin prising a Separate unit adapted 

to be jounted over an electric outlet receptacle 
of the type including Spaced slots for the prongs 
of an electric plug, Said unit comprising a rela 
tively thick cover, means incurating Said cover 
over said receptacle, Said cover being formed with 
a cylindricai bore therethrough over said recep 
tacle slots, said cover including an inner surface 
formed with a counter-bore providing an annular 
fiange with Said core, Said flange being formed 
With at east a pair of circumferentially-spaced 
notches therein, an outwardly-directed cylin 
drical cup-shaped guard of insulating naterial 
rotatably Seated in Said counter-bore inwardly 
of Said fange, said guard including a floor, a 
cylindrical side. Wall, Said Side wall having at 
least one axially outwardly-directed resilient, 
eXtension selectively ... extensible through said 
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4. 
notches outWardly of Said cover to lock Said 
guard against rotation relative to said cover, said 
floor being formed with a pair of diametrically 
Spaced slots therethrough, Said slots being 
adapted to be aligned with Said receptacle slots 
With Said extension Seated in one of Said notches, 
Said slots being adapted to be offset with said 
extension Seated in Said other notch, and Said 
Side Walls of Said guard and Said cover cooperat 
ing to prevent access to the prongs of a partially 
inserted electric plug. 

2. A guard for an electric outlet receptacle of 
the type including spaced slots for the reception 
of the prongs of an electric plug, comprising a 
*relatively-thick-cover, means mounting said cover 
over Said receptacle, Said cover being formed with 
a cylindrical bore therethrough over Said re 
ceptacle slots, Said cover including an iniher Sur 
face formed with a counter-bore providing an 
annular flange. With Said bore, Said flange being 

".. formed with at least a pair of circurinferentialiy 
Spaced notches therein, a circular guard of insu 

36) 

lating. material rotatable in Said couinter-bore, 
at least one finger grip, integral With Said guard 

25. and extending axially outwardly of Said cover 
through a selected one of Said notches, Said guard 
being formed with a pair of Spaced Sots therein, 
and Said last-named slotS being aligned with 
Said receptaclesiots with Said finger grip Seated 
in One notch and being offset With Said finger 
grip seated in the other notch. 
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3. A guard for an electric outlet receptacle of 
the type including spaced slots for the reception 
of the prongs of an electric plug, comprising a 
relatively thick cover, means mounting said cover 
Over said receptacle, said cover being formed With 
a cylindrical bore; therethrough OVer Said recep 
tacle slots, an outwardly-directed cylindrical cup 
shaped guard of insulating material rotatably 
Seated in said bore, said guard including a floor 
and a cylindrical. Side wall, Said side wall having 
at least one extension ... extending axially out 
Wardly of Said cover to provide afinger grip, said 
floor being formed with a pair of diametrically 
Spaced slots therethrough, means mounting said 
guard on said receptacle for: rotation relative 
thereto, to and from operative and inoperative 
positions; wherein Said slots of Said receptacle 
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and guard are respectively aligned and offset, 
means for locking.Said guard in both of Said 
positions, and Said side. Wall of Said guard being 
adapted to receive and encircle said plug and 
rear portions of Said prongs, thereof with said 
guard in Said operative position and Said prongs 
partially inserted in Said aligned slots. 
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