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The invention relates to a skeleton frame, for 
Suspending folders or document-containers in a 
drawer or the like, of that kind built up of two 
rigidly assembled end members rigidly coupled . . 
by two opposite and longitudinal and upper Side 
rails, upon which said folders or containers hang 
at their ends to be suspended edgeWise Within 
the depth of the frame for easy putting-in, Sort 

3. 

ing and renoval, such a frame being adapted for 
supporting itself Within a drawer Space to rest 
upon the botton thereof. 

In document filing cabinets using such frames, 
drawers are of different lengths, and the frames 
to be used therein need to be of lengths to COrre 
Spond, and aS Said frameS are often separately 
supplied, their required size generally presents 
connercial difficulties both in manufacture and 
fitting. 
The invention provides a skeleton frame, afore 

said, capable of being more easily constructed 
and assembled to any length of drawer space like 
ly to be required; to thereby remove the difficul 
ties hereinbefore stated. 
A frame acCOrding to the invention combines 

tWC upper and longitudinal side rails each straight 
from end to end, and tWOrigid end members each 
provided With portions extending at right angles 
to attachably Connect with the ends of the 
Straight side rails in a rigid manner, said right 
angled portions being preferably in the form of 
plugs, and the ends of the side rails in the form 
of sockets to be engaged by the plugs rigidly, 
preferably up to stop surfaces. The plug and 
Socket engagements, aforesaid, may be With con 
siderable friction, but in a particular form of the 
invention. Such engagement automatically locks 
in assembly, for example, by a ratchet action be 
tween a Spring limb on a plug and holes or pierc 
ings, or notches, in a socket. 

It is a feature of the invention that a side 
rail Straight from end to end and of raXinum 
length can be cut Shorter from One or both ends 
to the length required, for use to rigidly couple 
up the tWO assembled end frames, and it is also 
a feature in the plug and Socket arrangement to 
provide the Socket in the end of the straight Side 
rail and a number of Small holes or piercings 
therein to be automatically Snap engaged by a 
Spring limb pierced out from the right-angled 
plug on the end member. 

In one form of the invention the croSS-Section 
of the plug is oblong, i. e. formed from strip 
metal, with the Spring limb pierced out there 
from, and the cross-section of the Socket of elon 
gated D shape With preferably narrow top and 
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botton ribs for the ends of the document-Con 
tainers to rest upon in a manner easily Separable. 
The side rail may be formed from a tube Or from 
strip metal fashioned into a tube. The inner 
wall of the socket or tube is provided With the 
holes or notches or teeth and if a tube the Whole 
of the inner wall of the tube may be formed With 
distanced holes, notches or teeth. 
The drawing shows the desirable form of the 

invention. 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a frame aSSem 

led, and a folder or document-container hang 
ing therefron. 

Fig. 2 shows, on a larger scale, an end of a 
5 side rail, 

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal Section of Fig. 2 on the 
dotted line AB. 

Fig. 4 is a cross-section of Fig. 2 on the dotted 
line CD. 

Fig. 5 shows in elevation a right-angled portion 
of an end member. 

Fig. 6 is a section of Fig. 5 on the dotted line 
EF, 
The frame is composed of opposite end mem 

bers and 2, and of opposite longitudinal Side 
rails 3 and 4 rigidly connecting the two end 
memberS. 
Each end member is built up of narrow strip 

metal, and comprises two legs 5 and 6, and a 
lower horizontal stay 7 and a top stay 8, the 
latter forming at each end an opposite horizontal 
right-angled portion 9, as represented clearly by 
Figs. 5 and 6 and indicated by dotted lines in 
Fig. 1, said right angled portion having pierced 
therefrom a spring catch , also clearly shown 
by Figs. 5 and 6. The two legs and the two stays 
are rigidly connected at C by spot Welding or 
other means, and said tWO stays are in length 
approximately the width of the interior of the 
drawer to which the frame is to be applied. 
The two side bars 3 and 4 are each of tubular 

formation, as clearly shown by FigS. 3 and 4, be 
ing formed from a metal blank into approxi 
mately elongated D cross-Section, but providing 
longitudinal upper and lower ribs and 2, for 
the end suspenders 3 and of a document 
folder or container, 5, to rest upon in a manner 
represented in Fig. 1, each folder to be easily put 
into the frame, sorted fron others, and easily 
removed therefron. 
Each end of a side rail 3 or 4 is provided with 

a line of longitudinally distanced holes 5, for 
co-operation. With the Spring catch . 
Each end of a tubular Side rail 3 or 4 therefore 

forms a Socket with which the right-angled 
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portion 9, forming a plug, engages and becomes 
automatically locked by the spring catch 0 
Snap engaging one of the holes 6 in the adjacent 
wall of the side rail end, such engagement of 
the plug 9 being also reasonably a fit within the 5 
Socket With the end 8 of the Side rail abutting 
closely against the top stay 8 of an end mem 
ber. 
The side rail can be detached from the plug by 

pressure of the Spring catch in Wardly out of en- 10 
gagement with the particular hole 6 in Said Side 
rail. - 

The holes 6 are so distanced apart longitudi 
nally of the side rail that by cutting off a portion 
of the end of the rail at one or both ends the 15 
length of the rail can be shortened, so that the 
spring catch may co-act with any one of the 
holes provided. 

It will be clear from the foregoing that a 
straight-length side rail of maximum length can 20 
be easily shortened to the required length by 
cutting off a portion at either one or both ends, 
to thereby obviate commercial difficulties both 
in manufacture of the frame and its fitment to 
different sizes of drawer Space. 

Instead of holes for the Spring catch to en 
gage, teeth may be provided, and instead of a 
Spring catch and holes or teeth the plug may 
frictionally engage the Socket with a knock-in fit, 

ber having in it holes, detents or teeth distanced 
apart for the whole of its length, and this will 
enable a separately formed stay to be applied 
between two Side rails at any intermediate dis 
tance between the end members of the frame. 

It is a feature of the invention that the frame 
can be assembled Without loose parts, as for ex 
ample by the devices described and illustrated, 
and alternatively by the right angled plugs 9 en 
gaging the sockets 6 with considerable friction; 
but the invention is more particularly the use of 
right angled portions 9 on the end members, and 
straight Side rails capable of being shortened 
from maximum to required length, or of being 
cut off a straight stock length to the required 
length to suit the frame, additional securing pins, 
or the like, being used or not as necessary. 

Having now described my invention what I 
claim and desire to Secure by Letters Patent is: 
In a Suspension file Support, the combination 

comprising a pair of rigid unitary end frames 
each having a transverse stay at the top Witil 
itS terminal ends lying at right angles to the re 
Spective planes of the frames, a pair of tubular 
rails having diametrically opposed reinforcing 
flanges composed of a plurality of plies of the 
wall material formed by reversely bending it, 
Said terminal ends being telescoped in the ends 
of Said rails, and cooperating means formed on 

the frame being rigidly assembled by any form 80 said terminal ends and rails to lock them to 
of the invention. - 

A side rail may be cut off from a tubular mem 
gether. 

BERNARD BENJAMIN POSNER. 


