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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PETER JOSEPH PLATT, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at New 
York city, in the county of New York and 
State of New York, have invented new and useful.Improvements in Book-Marks, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention has for its object to provide 

a new and improved book-mark, wherein a 
clasp for grasping the edge of a book-cover or 
backis provided with an attached elastic tape 
or band adapted to lie upon a leaf or page 
and be raised by the latter when it is turned 
and then Spring or fall back upon a succeed 
ing page, whereby handling of the tape or 
band is avoided, and such tape or band con 
stitutes a self-acting indicator or mark for showing, approximately, the point where a s 

reader ceases to read and lays aside or closes 
the book for future use. 
To accomplish this object my invention con 

sists in the features of construction and the combination or arrangement of parts here 
inafter described and claimed, reference be ing made to the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure is a perspective view of an open 
book provided with my improved book-mark, 
9ne of the leaves and the tape or band being 
indicated by dotted lines in the position when 
the page is being turned by the reader, and 
Fig. 2, is a detail perspective view of the 
bookmark on a scale larger than that exhib 
ited by Fig. 1. 
In order to enable those skilled in the art 

to make and use my invention I will now 
describe the same in detail, referring to the 
drawings, wherein 
The numeral 1 indicates a clasp which, as 

here shown, is composed of a sheetmetal plate 
of substantially U-shaped form, with longi 
tudinal parallel slits 2, to provide elastic or 
Spring fingers 3 and 4, the finger 4 lying be 
tWeen the fingers 3 and in a plane lower than 
the latter so as to adapt the fingers 3 to lie 
against the inner surface and the finger 4 
against the outer surface of a book-cover or 
back 5, as will be clearly understood by ref 
erence to Fig. 1. The clasp can be economi 
cally manufactured by stamping or striking 

it up from a plate of thin sheet metal where 
by the fingers are formed integral with the 
body of the clasp. I do not, however, confine 
myself to this particular construction for ob 
viously the clasp may be otherwise construct 
ed to enable it to grasp the edge of a book 
cover or back. 
To the end of the clasp opposite the free 

extremities of the spring fingers, is attached 
one extremity of an elastic tape or band 6, 
which is preferably tapered with its greatest 
width at the end which is attached to the 
body of the clasp. The extremity of the tape 
or band is held in position through the me 
dium of a lug 7 formed with the clasp and 
a rivet or pin8, which passes through the lug, 
the tape or band and the body of the clasp. 
When the spring fingers of the clasp are 
caused to grasp the top edge of the rear book 
cover or back 5, the elastic tape or band Will 
lie upon a leaf or page as indicated by full 
lines Fig.1. When the leaf or page is turned, 
as usual when a person has finished reading 
the front side of such page, the top edge of 
the leaf or page will lift or raise the tape or 
band, and as soon as the leaf is turned suffi 
ciently to free the tape or band, the latter 
will by its inherent elasticity and Weight 
spring back or fall upon the succeeding page, 
so that the tape or band indicates or marks 
the point, approximately, where the reader 
ceases to read, and closes or lays aside the 
book for future use. By this means it is pos 
sible to entirely avoid using the fingers to 
manipulate or handle the tape or band and 
the latter constitutes a self-acting indicator 
or mark which will spring or fall upon suc 
cessive leaves or pages. 
The characteristic feature of my invention 

which distinguishes it from prior book-marks, 
resides in the elastic tape or band attached to 
a clasp and adapted to fall by its inherent 
elasticity or weight upon successive leaves or 
pages. A mere string or cord which is inelas 
tic, or does not possess in a sufficient degree 
the necessary body, would not fulfill the con 
ditions required, in that when raised when 
turning the leaf it would be carried to and 
fall outside the edge of the book. This is 
avoided by making the tape or band elastic 
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and to accomplish the best results, it is pref 
erable to construct the tape or band of a flat 
strip of india rubber which tapers or de 
creases in dimensions from its point of at 

5 tachment to the clasp and its free extremity. 
The particular construction of clasp de 

scribed and shown, is very desirable in that 
it can be economically manufactured, and the 
elastic fingers render it susceptible of engag 
ing the edges of book-covers or backs of va 
rying thickness. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is 
1. A book mark, consisting of a metallic 

plate formed at one end with spring fingers 3 
and 4 to grasp the edge of a book cover or 
back, and provided at the opposite end with 
a flexible and elastic tape or band arranged 
to lie upon a leaf or page and susceptible of 

20 being raised by the leaf or page when it is 

O 

turned and then spring or fall back upon a 
succeeding page, substantially as described. 

2. A book mark, consisting of a metallic 
plate formed at one end with spring fingers 
to grasp the edge of a book cover or back, and 25 
provided at the opposite end with a lug, and 
a flexible and elastic tape or band clamped 
at one end by the lug, arranged to lie upon a 
leaf or page and susceptible of being raised 
by the leaf or page when it is turned and 30 
then spling or fall back upon a succeeding 
page, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
IeSSeS. 

PETER JOSEPH PIATT. 
Witnesses: 

DANL. P. HAYS, 
L. N. FIERSHFIELD. 

  


