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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MICHAEL J. FoRD, a citizen of the United States, residing at 

Omaha, in the county of Douglas and State 
5 of Nebraska, have invented certain new and useful Improvements in Hospital-Beds, of 
which the following is a specificat ". . . 
This invention relates to an improve 

in hospital beils, and has for its object to 
l0 provide a bed for general use in hospitals 

or individuals use, which will include: new 
and useful features without adding mate 
rially to the cost of manufacture. . . . . . . . 
The invention consists of the novel con 

i5 struction, combination and arrangement of 
parts as described herein and claimed, and 
as illustrated in the accompanying drawing, 
it being understood that changes in form, 
size, proportion and minor details may be 

20 made as may be found to be of advantage 
and more particularly pointed out in the 
claims. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a view inside 
elevation of a hospital bed embodying my 

25 invention, the douche-supporting standard 
being disposed horizontally. Fig. 2 is a 
transverse section on line 2-2 of Fig. 1, 
the douche-supporting standard being ex 
tended, and disposed vertically, a douche 

30 receptacle being added. Fig. 3 is a trans 
verse section through the post and standard 
on line 3-3 of Fig. 2, the scale being en 
larged. Fig. 4 is a detail relating to Fig. . 
3, showing a face view of a grooved alining 

85 block. Fig. 5 is a side view of a clip em: 
ployed for supporting the standard in a 
horizontal position. Fig. 6 is a transverse 
section on line 6-6 of Fig. 5. Fig. 7 is a 
plan view of a towel rack employed. 

40 Referring now to the drawing for a more 
particular description, the invention is illus 
trated in connection with the conventional 
head-piece 8 and foot-piece 9 of a bed and 
intermediate side rails. The usual racks 11 

45 are employed for use in connection with the 
movable section 12 and props 13 for sup 
porting a patient in an inclined position, 
certain other features being also used and 

50 not relate to the present invention. not now specifically described, since they do 
In order that liquid douches may be con 

veniently administered, and that the pres 
sure of the liquid to determine the force of 
the flow for the douches, may be increased 

55 or diminished, as may be required, I provide 
a standard 14 which may be secured to one 
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of the posts 15 and may - . . 
cally for supporting a receptacle 16 at a 

ment 

and operated: Mounted on the tubular post 

standard 14. . . . . . 

a discharge-pipe 25 of an adequate length 
so that its contents may be applied or ad 
ministered for all usual purposes or require 
ments, and by means of a set-screw 26, the ... . 
extension-rod 17 may be elevated or lowered, . . . 

e disposed verti. 
suitable elevation; or may readily be dis 
posed horizontally when not in: use, as in- 60 
dicated by the broken lines in Fig. 2, said 
standard being provided with a slidable and . . 
adjustable extension 17 having a hook 18 
near its free end for a support of the . . douche-receptacle, and preferably being pro- 65 
vided with a ball 19 and a terminal projec 
tion. 20. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The standard 14, preferably, has a less 

length than the foot piece. 9, so that the 
parts, when disposed horizontally, will not 70 
obtrude by projecting beyond the sides of 
the bed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
In order that the standard may be main 

tained in either a horizontal or vertical 
position, certain devices are employed which 75 
do not add appreciably to the cost of pro- . 
duction, and may be conveniently applied is 

15 is a collar 21, and secured upon the col 
lar is analining block 22 having its outer 80 
side provided with a vertical groove a inter 
sected by a horizontal groove R.E. ... . . . . of curvature of said grooves corresponding 
to the convexed surface of the tubular. 

, -" - dicates a suitable washer, or, contact-block, preferably having a flat outer 
suitface, its inner wall being of concaved 
form, also conforming approximately to the 
convexed surface of the standard. All of 90 
the parts are apertured, as best shown in 
Fig. 3, for receiving a screw 24. 
The screw has a threaded connection with 

Numeral 23 in 

the collar and post 15, and it will be under 
stood that if the screw is rotated in one 95 
direction, the contact-block may be moved ... 
inwardly to press the standard against the 
alining-block in either of the grooves a orb, 
and if the screw is rotated in an opposite . . . . 
direction, the contact-block 23 may be 100 
moved outwardly to permit the standard to be swung substantially 90 degrees. . . . . 
The douche-receptacle 16 is provided with 

105 

so that the pressure of the liquid may be 
greater or less in degree, as may be required, ll.0 . . . 
this being a feature of importance. . - 
When the douche is not in use, the stand 
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... of it 

20 

25 

30 
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ard may be swung to a horizontal position 
and secured to the post 27 of the foot piece 
9. A collar 28 is mounted on this post at 
substantially the same height as the collar 
21, and is provided with an apertured 
bracket 29; and when the standard is swung 
downwardly to a horizontal position the ex 
tension 17 is moved outwardly a limited dis 
tance so that the projection 20 will enter 
the aperture of the bracket, and by use of 
the set-screw 26 any slidable movement of 
the extension with reference to the standard 
will be prevented, to maintain the projec 
tion in the aperture of the bracket, the ball 
19 being in engagement with the post 27 to 
prevent vibration, the standard at this time 

s disposed in the horizontal groove. b 
ealining block 22, and firmly held 

therein by means of the screw 24. 
Numeral 30 indicates a towel-rack which, 

preferably, is mounted on the posts and 
preferably has a length substantially equal 
to the width of the head piece 9. 

Having fully described my invention, 
what I claim and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is, - 

1. In a receptacle-supporting device for 
a bed frame, a standard, an alining-block 
mounted on the frame and provided with a 
vertical groove and a horizontal groove, a 
contact-block provided with a groove, a bolt 
traversing the contact-block, the standard 
and alining block and having a threaded 

35 

40 

connection with the frame, said bolt being 
adapted to be rotated for pressing the 
standard in the vertical groove of the alin 
ing-block for sustaining the standard in an 
upright position when the receptacle en 
gages the standard, and adapted to be ro 
tated for pressing the standard in the hori 
ZOntal groove of said alining-block for sus 
taining the standard in a horizontal posi 
tion when the receptacle has been removed 

45 
therefrom. - - 

2. In a receptacle-support for a bed frame, 
said frame being provided with a vertical 
groove and having a horizontal groove in 

... tersecting the vertical groove, a tubular, 
50 

55 

transversely apertured standard having a 
transverse curvature conforming substan 
tially to the transverse curvature of the 
grooves, a bolt engaging the frame and dis 
posed in the transverse apertures of the 
standard and adapted to have a rotatable 
movement for pressing the standard within 
the horizontal groove of the frame to sup 
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port the standard in a horizontal position, 
and adapted to be rotated for pressing the 
standard within the vertical groove of the 
frame to maintain the standard in an up- 60 
right position for supporting a receptacle 
thereon. 

3. In a receptacle-support for a bed frame, 
said frame having a part provided with a 
bracket and having a part provided with a 65 
vertical groove and a horizontal groove in 
tersecting the vertical groove, a tubular, 
transversely apertured standard having a 
transverse curvature conforming substan 
tially to the transverse curvature of the 70 
grooves, a rod provided with a detent and 
mounted in the bore of the tubular stand 
ard, means to adjust the rod longitudinally 
of said standard, a bolt engaging the frame 
and disposed in the transverse apertures of 75 
the standard and adapted to have a rota 
table movement while the standard is en 
gaging the bracket for maintaining the 
standard in a horizontal position, and 
adapted to have a rotatable movement for 80 
pressing the standard within the vertical 
groove of the frame to maintain the stand 
ard and its rod in an upright position for 
supporting a receptacle on the detent of 
said rod. . . . . . 

4. In a receptacle-support for a bed frame, 
said frame being provided with a vertical 
groove and having a horizontal groove in 
tersecting the vertical groove, a cylindrical, 
apertured standard having a transverse 90 
curvature conforming substantially to the 
curvature of the grooves, an apertured con 
tact-piece having a concaved part, a bolt 
disposed in the apertures of the contact 
piece and standard and adapted to have a 95 
revoluble movement for pressing the stand 
ard within the concaved part of the contact 
piece and horizontal groove of the frame 
for supporting the standard in a horizontal 
position, and adapted to have a revoluble 100 
movement for pressing the standard within 

85 

the concaved part of the contact-piece and 
vertical groove of the frame to maintain the 
standardin an upright position for support 
ing a receptacle thereon. . . . . 

In teS1In OnW WheleOI is have all XeC II) In test hereof. I have affixed my 
signature in presence of two Witnesses. 

MICHAEL J. FORD. 
Witnesses:... . - - 

HIRAM. A. STURGES, 
ARTHUR H. STURGES. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
- - Washington, D.C.' 
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