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Yo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDWARD P. ERICSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cler-
mont, in the county of Fayette, State of Jowa,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Fruit or Vegetable Steamers,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had therein totheaccompanying
drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvementsin steamer attachments
for boilers and the like, designed more par-
ticularly for use in the canning or preserving
of fruits or vegetables.

The object of the invention is to provide a
simple and cheap attachment which may be
readily inserted in a common wash-boiler,and

upon which the jars or cans are designed to be

supported by the attachment, which is perfo-
rated upon its upper face, and is formed with
a depression over which the bottoms of the
cans or jars-are placed, so as to leave a space
under the bottoms of all of the cans or jars,
80 as to more readily heat the contents of the
jars and prevent their breakage.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will hereinafter appear, and the novel
features thereof will be particularly pointed
out in the appended claims.

The. invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which with the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part
of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a top plan of the attachment re-
moved. Tig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal sec-
tion through a wash-boiler with the attach-
ment in position therein, and showing also
in dotted lines the cansor jars supported upon
the attachment. Fig. 3isa vertical cross-sec-
tion through the attachment, showing also in
dotted lines portions of two jars thereon.
Fig. 4 is a sectional view of the boiler pro-
vided with blocks or supports, upon which the
steamerattachment, with flange omitted, rests
when in place.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several views.

Referring now to the details of the draw- |

ings by letter, A designates my improvement,
It is shown in the present instance as of a
shape and size adapted for use in connection
with an ordinary wash-boiler; but in practice

-strength thereto.

it is proposed to make it of different shapes
and sizes, according to the form of boiler with
which it is desired to be used. It consists of
a perforated metal plate corresponding to but
slightly smaller in size thanthe bottom of the
boiler in connection with which it is to be
used. Itisprovided with a supporting-flange
a, so as to elevate it a short distance above
the bottom of the boiler. It is preferably
stamped or pressed out of one piece of mate-
rial, and, if desired, may be swaged to give
The upper face of the
steamer is provided with a depression b, whicl
forms a continuous channel around the upper
face of the attachment, extending a shortdis-
tance from the edge thereof, as seen best in
Figs. 2 and 3. The perforations in the upper
face extend centrally through this channel
and also upon both sides thereof, as clearly
seen in Figs. 1 and 3.

The device is used as follows: It is placed
within the boiler, as seen in Fig. 2, with about
one and one-half inches of water. The jars
or cans filled with the fruit or the vegetables
are then placed upon it. The boiler is then
covered with its lid and heated until steam is
generated. When the fruit or vegetables are
sufficiently cooked, the jars are taken out, the

5¢

6o

65

70

75

8o

contents of oneor two of them are used to re-

plenish any shrinkage in the others, and they
are then sealed and the operation is complete.

It is evident that instead of supporting the
perforated and channeled steamer attachment
by an integral flange, the lange may be omit-
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ted, and the plate may rest upon blocks or

supports in or attached to the inner sides or
bottom of the boiler, as shown iu Fig. 4, where
the letters f f f represent blocks or supports,
on which the steam-heater rests when in use.

Importance is attached to the surrounding
continuous depression or channel, as by its
presence a steam-space is provided beneath
the bottoms of the cans or jars, whereby the
jars are evenly heated and breakage avoided
and the contents of the jars at thig pointsub-
jected to direct influence of the steam, which
it would not be if the metal were in close eon-
tact with the bottoms of the cans or jars.

‘What I claim as new ig— .

1. As an improved article of manufacture,
a steamer attachment consisting of a plate
hayving means of support and having its upper
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face provided with a continuous annular de-
pressed portion or channel, substantially as
specified.

2. The steamer attachment described, con-
sisting of a plate having a supporting-flange
and having its upper face perforated and pro-
vided with a marginal and a central support-
ing portion,and an intermediate annular de-
pressed portion, substantially as specified.

3. The herein-described steamer attach-
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ment, consisting of a single piece of material
and having a supporting-flange, and a perfo-
rated top having a continuous depression or
channel, substantially as specified.

Intestimony whereof I affixmy signaturein. 13

presence of two witnesses.
EDWARD P. ERICSON,
Witnesses:
T. E. CLARK,
W AL WICKHAM.



