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My invention relates to articles of apparel, and 
particularly to a protective covering for the legs 
of a person. Specifically, the invention pertains 
to Waterproof storm leggings and the like used 
to protect the legs of a wearer in inclement 
Weather. 
The waterproof leggings disclosed herein are 

designed particularly for use as a means for pro 
tecing women's stockings worn in the rain and 
snow and against 'splashing of water bypassing 
vehicles. It is a primary object of my invention 
to provide leggings for the purpose specified 
which effectively cover and adequately protect 
the legs and the upper portion of the feet of the 
wearer, and another object is to provide leggings 
which are extremely light in weight and very 
economical to make so as to adapt them to be 
Sold at an extremely low price. 
Another object is to provide Storm leggings 

which are adapted to be wrapped around the 
legs of the wearer and having fastening means, 
preferably in the form of either buttons and built 
tonholes or "Snap-fasteners for retaining the leg 
gings on the legs of the wearer. 
Another object is to provide leggings for use 

during inclement weather which include loops 
adapted to encircle the heels of the wearer's shoes 
and embodying elastic means at the upper ends 
of the leggings for drawing the same sntagly 
around the legS. 
A further object is to provide storm leggings 

which are adapted to be easily and euickly ap 
plied to and removed from the legs ef the wearer 
and capable of being rolled or otherwise folded 
into a package of small compass so as to adapt 
them to be carried in a pocketbook or other recep 
tacle when not in use. 

Further objects will be apparent from the foll 
lowing description and from the drawing, which 
is intended for the purpose of illustration only, 
and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a rear view, illustrating a pair of my 
improved storm leggings as applied to the legs 
of the person; 

Fig. 2 is a side view of the ankle portion of one 
of the legs and a legging, as viewed in the direc 
tion of arrow 2 infig.1; 

Fig. 3 is a rear perspective view of one of the 
leggings; 

Fig. 4 is a composite view of the two panels 
or sections of one of the leggings; and 

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 2, showing the 
use of Snap-fasteners for retaining the leggings 
in place on the leg. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, my im 
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proved legging 5 consists of a sheet of thin, flexi 
ble, waterproof material, such as oiled silk or 
plastic, preferably of a transparent nature al 
though it may be tinted to harmonize with the 
color of the wearing apparel with which it is 
worn. While the sheet referred to above 'may 
consist of a greater or lesser number of parts, 
I prefer to construct the sheet from a pair of 
panels or sections 6 and T, which are shown in 
detail in Fig. 4. As herein" shown, the section 6, 
which is adapted to fit against the outer side of 
a leg 8 of a person, consists of a generally rec 
tangular piece of the flexible material, the corners 
of the lower portion of the section being extended 
laterally to provide a point 9 at one side and a 
projecting tapered strap f O at the other side 
thereof. The lower end of the section is made 
somewhat wider than its upper portion and it 
will be noted that the lower edge i? of the 'sec 
tion is curved slightly as indicated in Fig. 4. The 
material at the upper and lower ends - and f2 
and along the vertical edge 4 of the section or 
panel 6 is folded or doubled back and hemmed 
by at least one row of 'stitches. 3. Projecting 
from the 'apex of the strap O is an eye or button 
hole-loop 5 which may consist of a short length 
of elastic or inelastic cord, tape or the like hav 
ing its ends sewed to the hem at the end of the 
strap. A similar eye or buttonhole-loop 6 is 
provided at the upper end of the section 6 and 
projects laterally from the hemmed vertical edge 
f4 thereof. Sewed to the hem at the bottom 
edge of the panel 6 are the ends of a larger elas 
tic or inelastic loop f 7 which is used for the pur 
pose to be later explained. Above the loop 17, 
the section 6 may have a buttonhole 8 if desired. 
The nating section or panel 7 is similar in 

shape to the section 6, having a pointed lower 
corner 20. "The upper and lower edges of the 
section 7 are doubled back and hemmed by at 
least one row of stitches 2-f. Sewed to the 'hem 
at the lower edge of the section 7 are the ends 
of an elastic or inelastic loop 22 and stiched at 
spaced points to the hem at the upper edge there 
“of are the ends of an elastic strip 23. A button 
24 is sewed to the panel 7 at a point adjacent one 
end of the elastic strip 23. Adjacent the lower 
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edge of the panel 7 are similar buttons 25 and 26. 
Since it is desirable that the legging 5 follow 
closely the contour of the leg upon which it is 
worn, I prefer to form the legging by gradually 
reducing its size toward its lower end and this 
can be accomplished by slitting the material of 
the section 7 in an upward direction, and sewing 
the edges of the slit together as indicated at 2 



3 
in Fig. 4, this tapering seam being commonly 
termed a 'dart.' 
The panels 6 and 7 can be made by conventional 

methods and with the use of forming and sewing 
equipment commonly employed in the fabrication 
of wearing apparel. To assemble the panels 6 
and 7, it is only necessary to place their un 
hemmed vertical edges 28 and 29 together and 
sew them in this relationship, the loose edges 
being preferably arranged at the inside or reverse 
side of the leggings. It will be apparent that when 
the two panels 6 and 7 are sewed together in this 
manner, a single sheet is formed which is adapted 
to be wrapped around the leg of a person. It will 
also be noted that the pointed corners 9 and 20 
of the panels 6 and 7 form together a gore 30 of 
substantially triangular shape adapted to overlie 
the instep portion of the Wearer's foot or the 
upper portion of a shoe 3 worn by the person. 
To apply the improved storm legging 5 to use 

it is placed in position against the front of the 
person's leg 8, with the gore 30 overlying the top 
of the wearer's shoe 3, after which it is wrapped 
around the leg with the vertical edge of the panel 
6 overlapping the adjacent edge of the panel 7 as 
shown in Figs. 1 and 3. The upper portion of the 
legging 5 then encircles the calf of the leg and is 
retained in this position by merely inserting the 
button 24 through the buttonhole-loop 6. The 
combined length of the upper edges of the panels 
6 and 7 is Somewhat greater than the average 
girth of the calf portion of a leg so that normally 
a loose fitting of the legging around the calf would 
occur. However, the elastic strip 23 acts to pucker 
the material along the upper edge of the legging 
and thus draw the same snugly around the calf 
of the leg as shown in Fig. 1. With the legging 
5 thus held up on the leg in the manner explained 
above, the tapered strap O of the panel 6 is 
brought around the back of the heel of the shoe. 
3 and the button 25 is received in its button 
hole-loop 5. At the same time, the button 26 
may be passed through the buttonhole 8 when 
buttonholes are employed and a Snug fit of the 
lower portion of the legging around the ankle is: 
effected. Either prior to or following the fasten 
ing of the sides of the legging 5 around the leg 
8, the loops 7 and 22 are looped or hooked around 
the heel of the shoe, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, 
and thus the legging is held against upward move 
ment on the leg. : 
When a pair of the leggings 5 is applied to a 

Woman's legs as shown in Fig. 1, the legs are 
adequately covered thereby and thus when ex 
pensive stockings are worn by the woman they 
are fully shielded from rain, Snow and sleet and 
also protected against water splashed by passing 
vehicles. By overlapping the vertical edges of the 
legging to a substantial degree, the possibility of 
water or Snow entering the legging is effectively 
avoided. It has been found that because the 
legging is form fitting, that is, conforms substan 
tially to the shape of the leg on which it is worn, 
the need for extra fastening devices arranged 
intermediate the upper and lower ends of the 
legging is avoided and the application of the leg 
ging to the leg is greatly simplified. Moreover, 
since the legging is adequately held on the leg, 
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4. 
displacement of the legging during running, 
boarding vehicles, etc., is positively avoided. 
Furthermore, the improved storm legging is 
adapted for fabrication from light-Weight, flex 
ible transparent material so that the appearance 
of bulkiness is avoided and the stockings can be 
readily seen therethrough. The leggings are ex 
tremely light in Weight and can be rolled or 
folded into a package of very small compaSS 
capable of being carried in a pocket or handbag. 

. The improved legging is especially Simple in COn 
struction and lends itself to mass production 
methods so that it can be manufactured and sold 
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at a very low price. It Will be apparent from 
the foregoing that the various buttonhole-loops 
can be made from elastic material, if desired, 
so that they will aid in drawing the legging snug 
ly around the leg. Also, a pair of the buttons and 
buttonholes can be provided at the upper end of 
the legging to afford greater security. Referring 
to Fig. 5 of the drawing, it will also be noted that 
snap-fasteners 33 may be employed in lieu of the 
buttons shown in the preceding views within the 
concept of my invention. 
While I have herein shown and described my 

improved storm legging as embodied in a pre 
ferred form and as applied to use in a particular 
manner, by way of example, it will be apparent 
that various modifications might be made there 
in Without departing from the Spirit of the in 
vention. Consequently, I do not wish to be lim 
ited in this respect, but desire to be afforded the 
full scope of the appended claim. 
I claim as my invention: 
A rain legging for covering the leg and the in 

step portion of a shoe worn by a person, compris 
ing: a sheet of flexible, waterproof material 
composed of two panels secured together in edge 
to-edge relationship, the borders of said panels 
being hemmed, said panels having pointed cor 
ners at the lower ends of their adjoining edges, 
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said corners together providing a gore portion 
adapted to overlie the instep portion of the shoe, 
said sheet being of sufficient width to adapt it to 
encircle the leg with one of its vertical edges over 
lapping its other vertical edge at the back of the 
leg; a pair of loops carried by Said sheet and 
adapted to surround the shoe and engage the sole 
thereof forwardly of the heel; and buttons at the 
upper and lower portions of one of said panels en 
gageable in buttonholes in the other of said panels 
for releasably retaining said vertical edges in 
overlapping relationship. 

AIDELIA D. M. RIEDEL. 
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