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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ARTHUR C. BAUM 

WART, citizen of the United States, residing 
at Canute, in the county of Washita, Okla 
homa, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Rural Mail-Boxes, of which 
the following is a specification. 
The present invention relates to improve 

ments in mail boxes such as are employed 
upon rural delivery routes and the object of 
the invention is the provision of a novel 
bracket for mounting the boxin such a man 
ner that the latter can be moved by the car 
rier into a predetermined position for the 
E. of signaling to the patron that mail 
as been left. 
The invention further contemplates a de 

vice of this character which is simple and 
durable in its construction and will provide a 
signal which can be easily and correctly in 
terpreted from as far as the box itself can be 
See .. 

For a full understanding of the invention 
and the merits thereof and also to acquire a 
knowledge of the details of construction and 
the means for effecting the result, reference is 
to be had to the following description and 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a mail box 
mounted in accordance with the invention, 
the said box being shown in an elevated posi 
tion in dotted lines and in a lower position in 
full lines. Fig. 2 is an end view of the box. 
Fig. 3 is a detail view of the bracket. 
Corresponding and like parts are referred 

to in the following description and indicated 
in all the views of the drawing by the same 
reference characters. 
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Referring to the drawing, the numeral 1 
designates an upright base or standard hav 
ing a vertically swinging bracket 2 mounted 
thereon, the said bracket carrying a mailbox 
3 and being adapted to be swung upwardly 
approximately into alinement with the 
standard 1 to hold the mail boxin an ele 
vated position, or to be swung downwardly 
at right angles to the standard, to hold the 
mailboxina lowered position. 

Specifically describing the bracket 2, it will 
be observed that the same comprises a pair 
of longitudinal bars 4 and 5 having their in 
ner ends pivotally connected to the standard 
1 at the points 4 and 5 respectively, the 
said pivot points being arranged diagonally 
with respect to the vertical axis of the stand 

ard. The outer ends of the longitudinal bars 
4 and 5 are connected by a crossbar 6, while 
a second crossbar 7 connects the intermedi 
ate portions of the longitudinal bars, the two 
crossbars 6 and 7 being parallel to each other 
and also parallel to a line connecting the 
pivot points 4 and 5. As this bracket 2 
swings upon the standard 1 the various 
bars have aparallelogrammatic movement, 
the longitudinal bars 4 and 5 being spaced 
from each other when the bracket extends 
laterally from the standard, while they are 
brought into contact with each other, and 
serve to limit the upward swinging move 
ment of the bracket, when the bracket is 
swung upwardly slightly beyond the vertical. 
The outer cross bar 6 constitutes a support 
for a plate 8 upon which the mail box 3 is 
mounted, the said plate always assuming a 
horizontal position. 

In the preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion, EE in the drawing, the upper end 
of the crossbar 6 is extended upwardly at 6 
and secured to the rear portion of the plate 8, 
while the lower end of the crossbar is curved 
forwardly and upwardly at 6 and secured to 
the forward portion of the plate 8. 
The box 3 itself may be of any conven 

tional construction, and the rear end of the 
plate 8 is extended downwardly at 9 to form 
a stop which engages the upper longitudinal 
bar 4 and limits the downward swinging 
movement of the bracket when the latter has 
been moved to a position at approximately 
right angles to the standard. It will also be 
observed that the forward portion of the 
plate 8 is extended downwardly to form a. 
finger piece 10 which may be grasped to ma 
nipulate the device. 
The upper longitudinal bar 4 is provided 

with a series of openings 11, and threaded 
within any selected one of these openings is 
the shank of a lateral arm 12 which is formed 
with an eye loosely receiving a bolt 13. This 
bolt is connected to one end of a spring 14, 
the opposite end of the spring being connect 
ed to the eye at the extremity of the lateral 
arm. 15, the shank of which is threaded into 
any selected one of a series of openings 16 in 
the lower longitudinal bar 5 or the outer 
crossbar 6. The tension in this spring 14 
may be roughly adjusted by positioning the 
lateral arms 12 and 15 in the various open 
ings, and may be afterwards accurately ad 
justed as required by manipulating the nut 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

35 

100 

105 

1.0 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

3. 

13 upon the bolt 13. It will be observed 
that the spring 14 is disposed diagonally 
with respect to the various bars of the 
bracket, and that when the bracket, is swung 
downwardly at right angles to the standard, 
the spring is stretched longitudinally and 
tension produced therein. At the same 
time, however, the effective leverage of the 
spring is reduced to such an extent that the 
tendency of the said spring to swing the 
bracket upwardly, is counteracted by the 
combined weight of the mail box and 
bracket. As soon, however, as the bracket 
is given an initial upward movement, as by 
grasping the finger piece 10 and shoving the 
box upwardly, the effective leverage of the 
spring is increased, and the spring then oper 
ates to swing the bracket upwardly, until it 
has been moved slightly beyond the vertical, 
and the two longitudinal bars 4 and 5 conne 
into contact with each other. 

Attention is directed to the fact that with 
the construction provided, the tension in the 
spring may be accurately adjusted so that 
E. bracket will work eflectively in connec 

tion with either a light or a heavy mail box, 
as may be desired. 
When the bracket 2 is lowered into a hori 

Zontal position, ready access may be had to 
the box 3 for inserting mail therein or remov 
ing mail there from. Should the carrier place 
any mail in the box, he swings the bracket 
upwardly, so that the mail box is held in an 
elevated position above the standard, and 
thereby signals the desired information to 
the patron. On the other hand, however, 
should no mail be deposited in the box, the 
carrier leaves the box in a lowered position 
with the bracket at right angles to the stand 
ard, and the patron thereby undel'stands 
that no mail has been left, and is not com 
elled to make an unnecessary trip to the 
OX. 

for the purpose of signaling to the carrier 
that mail has been left for collection, the flag 
being at other times swung downwardly 
against one side of the box, in which position 
it is invisible. It will thus be obvious tilat. 
separate and distinct signals are provided 
for the carrier and the patron, and that the 
signal to the latter is of such a nature as to be 
easily observed and correctly interpreted 
from a comparatively great distance. 

Having thus described the invention, 
what I claim is: - 

1. The combination of a standard, a 
swinging bracket mounted upon the stand 
ard, a box on the bracket, and a spring nor 
mally tending to move the bracket in one 

The usual flag 17 is pivoted to one 
side of the mail box 3, and is swung upwartly 

direction and having a leverage which de 
creases as the bracket is moved in the 
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opposite direction, the weight of the box 
counteracting the action of the spring when 
the bracket is moved to its limit, in the 
opposite direction. 

2. The combination of a standard, a 
swinging bracket mounted upon the stand 
ard, a box on the bracket, a spring normally 
tending to move the bracket in one direction 
and having a leverage which decreases as the 
bracket is moved in the opposite direction, 
the weight of the box counteracting the 
action of the spring when the bracket is 
moved to its limit in the opposite direction, 
and means for adjusting the tension of the Spring. 

3. he combination of a standard, it 
swinging bracket mounted upon the stand 
ard and comprising longitudillai bars and 
transverse bars which are loosely connected 
to have a parallelogrammatic movement, il. 
plate carried by one of the cross bars, a box 
upon the plate, and a stop carried by the 
plate for engaging one of the longitudillal 
bars to limit the swinging movement of the 
bracket. 

4. The combination of a standard, a ver 
tically swinging bracket mounted upon the 
standard and comprising longitudinal bars 
and transverse bars which are loosely con 
nected to have a parallelogrammatic move 
ment, a box carried by the bracket, and a 
spring coöperating with the bal's of the 
bracket to move the same in one direction), 
the leverage of the spring decreasing as the 
bracket is moved in the opposite direction 
and the weight of the box completely coul 
teracting the action of the spring when the 
bracket is moved to its limit in the opposite 
direction. 

5. he combination of a standard, a 
swinging bracket mounted upon the stand 
ard and composed of bars which are loosely 
connected to have a parallelogrammatic 
movement, a box carried by the bracket, 
lateral arms adjustably moulted upon the 
bracket and projecting from diagonally op 
posite portions thereof, and a spring con 
hecting the lateral arms and tending to 
swing the bracket in one direction, the 
leverage of the spiring gradually decreasing 
as the bracket is noved in the opposite 
direction and the weight of the box colm 
pletely coul iteracting the action of the spring 
when the bracket is moved to its limit in the 
opposite direction. 

In testimony whereof affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

ARTHUR C, BAUMWART, 
Witnesses: 

FRANK CHERVENIRA, 
JoHN W. LARNER. 

L. S. 

70 

SO 

90 

95 

00 

110 


