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My invention relates to containers for keys and 
the like. 
An object of my invention is the provision of 

an improved key container adapted to contain a 
plurality of keys and to readily project therefrom 
One of the keys. Selected for use. 
Another object is the provision for retention of 

a plurality of keys in a Container in a compact 
arrangement and for making a Selected key 
readily accessible for use. 
Another object is the provision of a structure 

arranged to hold all of a plurality of keys within 
a holder when the keys are not in use, and for 
holding all but a selected key within the holder 
when the selected key is to be used. 
Another object is the provision of means for 

ready and quick ejectment of the bit end of a 
selected key, of a plurality of keys carried by the 
key container. 
Another object is the provision of an improved 

structure arranged to hold all of a plurality of 
keys within a key container upon movement of 
parts in one direction, and for the release of a 
selected key upon movement of parts in another 
direction. 
Another object is the provision of a key con 

tainer having a keeper member mounted for Com 
pound movement relative to a holder carrying a . 
plurality of keys, providing for flexible use of the 
key container. 
Another object is the provision of a key Con 

tainer having a longitudinal key holder and a 
keeper member mounted thereon to slide both 
longitudinally and circumferentially in respect 
to the holder for varying the releasing and re 
tention of a plurality of keys relative to the 
holder. 
Another object is the provision of a key Con 

tainer having a keeper member provided with 
indexing means to indicate the circumferential 
position of the keeper. 
Another object is the provision of a key con 

tainer having complementary guide means for 
guiding the movement of the keeper relative to 
the holder. 
Another object is the provision of an improved 

key container having resilient means for urging 
or biasing outwardly of a holder the plurality 
of keys pivotally mounted to the holder, and for 
a keeper for selectively releasing and restraining 
the keys relative to the holder. 
Another cbject is the provision of an improved 

mounting means for pivotally securing a plu 
rality of keys to a key container. 
Another object is the provision of improved 

mounting means in a key container arranged for 
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2 
independent mounting of each key of the plu 
rality of keys to the body of the holder. 
Another object is the provision of an improved 

arrangement in a key container permitting the 
ready insertion and Withdrawal of individual keys 
in and out of the key holder of the container. 
Another object is the provision for independent 

pivotal mounting of each of a plurality of keys 
to a container and for the ready mounting and 
demounting of each key without disturbance of 
the other keys. 
Another object is the provision of an economi 

cal structure for a key container that is efficient 
in use and which provides results not heretofore 
obtainable. 
Other objects and a fuller understanding of 

my invention may be had by referring to the 
following description and claims, taken in con 
junction with the accompanying drawings, in 
Which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the preferred 
embodiment of my key container and ShoWS a 
plurality of flat keys carried thereby; 

Figure 2 is an “exploded' view showing the 
several parts of my container in Spaced and 
aligned position preliminary to assembly; 

Figure 3 is a plan view looking down on the 
top of my assembled key container, the keys hav 
ing been removed therefrom; 

Figure 4 is a side view of the key container 
shown in Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is a bottom view of the key container 
shown in Figure 3, that is, a view looking up at 
the bottom of my device; 

Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view of my key 
container taken through the line 6-6 of Figure 
4 and looking in the direction of the arrows 6-6 

Figure 7 is a cross-sectional view taken through 
the line - 7 of Figure 4 and looking in the direc 
tion of the arrows 7-7; 

Figure 8 illustrates a modification of my device 
wherein a wire loop or triangular ring is mounted 
at one end of my key container; 

Figure 9 illustrates a modified form of pivot 
mounting for securing the keys to my container; 

Figure 10 illustrates a modified form of my 
device wherein blocks or pieces of rubber are 
Substituted for the metallic spring member emi 
bodied in the preferred form of my device; and 

Figure 11 is another view of the modified form 
of my device embodying rubber blocks and is 
taken through the line - of Figure 10 and 
looking in the direction of the arrows fl-f. 
The preferred embodiment of my key container 

comprises a key holder denoted generally by the 
reference character , a resilient member 26 
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and a keeper member 2. I prefer to make the 
key holder i? and keeper member 12 of a suitable 
So-called plastic having a small degree of resili 
ency or “give' adaptable for the assembly of 
the parts, such as, for example, one of the ap 
propriate Synthetic resins. However, the holder 
member and the keeper member may be made of 
other suitable material such as metal or other 
well-known material having the desired char 
acteristics. In this description these parts will 
be referred to as being made of material having 
the characteristics required for the purposes and 
functions herein described. - - - - - - 

The key holder f is a body formed with a 
longitudinal recess formed in a wall thereof and 
extending along its length. It may be formed in 
shape by molding, casting or fabricating. The 
receSSed key holder has side Walls 3 on the op 
posite sides of the longitudinal recess and a bot 
tom Wall 5 forming the bottom of the key holder. 
The side walls 3 extend throughout the length 
of the key holder. The bottom Wall 5 extends 
Only a part of the length of side walls 3 so that 
Side Walls 3 extend beyond the principal part 
of the body of the key holder. The space be 
tween the side walls 3 beyond where they are 
joined by the bottom wall 5 is clear and open 
from one side of the holder member to the other, 
aS is seen in the drawing. 
In the description and claims the rearward end 

of my key container Will be considered as the 
left-hand end of the container as shown in Fig 
ures 3, 4 and 5. The forward end will be con 
sidered as the right-hand end of the container 
as shown in Figures 3, 4 and 5. A rearward di 
rection Will be considered as the direction to 
Wards the left in Figures 3, 4 and 5, and a for 
Ward direction will be considered as the direction 
towards the right in Figures 3, 4 and 5. The top 
and bottom of the container will be considered 
as that appearing in reference to the view of 
Figure 4. - - - - 

Integral with, and extended upwardly from the 
bottom Wall 5, are three wall members 4 ar 
ranged parallel to each other and parallel to the 
side Walls 3. The wall members 4 and side 
Walls 3 are all equidistantly spaced apart from 
each other so as to define or provide slots or 
Spaces therebetween. These slots or spaces are 
proportioned to accommodate four flat keys, such 
as the four keys 29 shown in Figure 1. Each slot 
Or Space is arranged to receive or accommodate 
One of the plurality of keys in a loose sliding fit, 
Whereby a key may be readily moved in and out 
of the slot or Space. Each key has an aperture 
end 30 and a bit end 3, as illustrated in the ex 
tended key 29 in Figure 1. 
The three Wall members 4 also extend for 

Wardly beyond the bottom wall 5 and have their 
forward ends extended out to the same degree 
aS Side Walls f3. Thus the side walls 3 and Wall 
members 4 provide partitions or walls which 
between them define four slots or spaces adapted 

O 

4. 
rected in alignment with each other, as shown in 
Figures 3 and 5. These projections or bosses 9 
are integral with, and carried by, the respective 
members 3 and 4 defining the slots for the 
keys. The projections 9 may each be Solid, that 
is, without an opening therein, as in Figures 3, 4 
and 5, or the projections 9 may have aligned 
openings extending therethrough, as shown in 
dotted lines in Figure 8, for accommodating a 
chain or other elongated member that may be 
inserted therein for convenience or safety if de 
sired. Each projection 9 extends inwardly of 
the adjoining space toward another projection, 
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to accommodate or receive four keys 29, respec- . 
tively. These slots or spaces are closed by the 
bottom Wall 5 at a location part part way along 
the length of the holder at the rear portion there 
of. The slots or spaces are open along their tops 
and bottoms at the forward portion of the holder. 
The forward ends of walls 3 and wall members 
4 thus form five fingers extending forwardly 
from the body of the holder. 
Adjacent the forward end of the side walls 3 

and Wall members f4, respectively, are a plu 
rality of projections or bosses 9 which are di 
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and the two projections within each slot or Space 
complement each other so as together to form 
a pivot mounting for the apertured end 30 of 
the keys 29. The projections 9 are slightly 
spaced from each other with the members 3 and 
4 aligned in normal parallel relationship. The 

sides of the projections 9 are also somewhat 
sloping or cammed, whereby a key may be readily 
inserted in place by pressing the apertured end 
30 down between the walls defining the key 
receiving slot and between the complementary 
projections within a respective slot. The side 
walls 3 and wall members 4 are somewhat flex 
ible because of the resilient nature of the mate 
rial from which they are made, and resiliently 
flex so that at the forward end of the holder the 
extending walls spread apart upon forcing the 
apertured end of a key downwardly against and 
between the projections f9 in a respective slot. 
The walls being resilient permit the key to be 
pressed down until the aperture of the key is in 
alignment with the projections 9, and the re 
siliency of the extended walls then forces the 
extended walls to assume their normal parallel 
relationship and causes the projections to enter 
the aperture on the key. Thus each pair of com 
plementary projections 9 within a respective 
space provides an independent pivot mounting 
for a key positioned within that space or slot. 
The key may be similarly withdrawn by exerting 
such a pulling force on the key that camming 
action of the key against the sloping Sides of 
projections f 9 causes the defining walls to re 
siliently spread. Spreading of the walls causes 
the projections to leave the aperture of the ley 
and permits the withdrawal of the key from the 
holder. - The insertion and withdrawal of each 
key is independent of the insertion and Withra 
drawal of other keys accommodated by the hold 
er, and the pivot mounting provided for each is 
independent of the pivot mounting provided for 
the others. 
The resilient nature of the extending walls at 

the forward end of the holder is such that nor 
mally the keys will be held firmly in position 
and Will not fall or be released from the holder. 
Only by the forced withdrawal of a key is the 
resilient action such that the extending walls may 
be spread Sufficient to permit the Withdrawal of 
the key. An additional feature may be provided 
if desired. With this additional feature a wire 
loop or triangularly shaped ring 20 as shown in 
Figure 8 is added. Small recesses 8 in the Outer 
'Wall Surface of side walls 3 and in alignment 
With the projections f9 may be provided, these 
recesses 8 being shown in dotted lines in Figure 
3. The Wire loop member 20 has enough re 
siliency that the free ends may be spread apart 
and positioned in the recesses 8, and the resilient 
action of the member 20 presses the Walls 3 to 
Ward each other and thereby helps limit any 
Spreading apart of the members 3 and 4 defin 
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'ing:the respective key-receiving slots. The men 
ber 20, shown in Figure 8, besides providing an 
-additional safety feature, maybe also used for the 
attachment of chains or other securing means, 
for hanging the key container. On a hook, for 
carrying: additional keys, tags or other devices, or 
for other useful purposes. 
At the rearward end of the holder if, the wall 

members 4 stop short and do not extend to the 
rear end of the holder. The length of the Wall 
members need be sufficient only to provide a 
suitable guide to retain the keys in parallel rela 
tionship and sufficient to form a firmanchor or 
joint between the Wall members 4 and the bot 
stom wall 5, whereby the forward ends of the wall 
members may freely extend forwardly from the 
bottom wall or principal body of the holder and 
resiliently flex toward and away from each other 
at their forward ends. The:rearward ends of the 
wall members 4 are disposed at an incline from 
the upper edge thereof down to the bottom Wall 
5. 
To provide a suitable support and mounting for 

the resilient member 26, the rear end of the 
holder f is arranged with a Small narrow slit 
or crevice extending laterally of the holder 
between the Walls 3. Above the Slit T is a 
transversely extending portion 6 parallel to the 
top surface of the bottom wall 5. The resilient 
member 26 is made of a piece of Spring steel or 
other suitable material which has a rearward 
edge portion 2 disposed in a flat horizontal plane 
and four tines or fingers 28 integral with, and 
'extending forwardly from the portion 27. These 
tines 28 are curved upwardly and forwardly from : 
the portion 27, as illustrated in Figures 2 and 4. 
The width of each tine 28 is such that it readily 
fits within a key-receiving slot defined by the 
members 3 and 4. As the preferred embodi 
ment shows four key-receiving slots, there are 
four tines. 28. The fit of the tines 28 in the key 
receiving slots is such that each tine may freely 
move upwardly and downwardly within its re 
spective slot as the top end of the tine may be de 
pressed or released. The rear edge portion 27 is 
inserted in the slit by moving it rearwardly 
in the holder to position the portion 27 under the 
portion 6 and within the slit 7, as shown in the 
Views of the drawing. In this manner the spring 
member 26 is anchored in the holder so that in 
its normal depressed condition the tines. 28 extend 
upwardly and forwardly in the key-receiving 
Slots. The resilient tines provide biasing means 
opposing any depression or downward force on 
the top forward end of the tines 28. Other-suit 
able means for the anchoring of the Spring mem 
ber 28 in position may be readily provided, the 

- arrangement herein described being one conveni 
ent and suitable means. 
The plurality of keys 29 pivotally mounted on 

the pivot mounting provided by projections 9 
- and moved downwardly into the key-receiving 
slots of the holder f, meet and press, upon the 
top end of the Spring tines 28. Further pressing 
of the keys downwardly depresses the tines. 28 by 
reason of the resilient nature of the spring mem 
ber 28. With the keys 29 down within the key 
receiving slots, the tines resiliently urge the keys 
outwardly of the holder to project from the holder 
on their respective pivot mountings. The spring 
member 26 thus provides resilient means biasing 
or urging the keys outwardly. of the holder to 
pivotally, Swing to an extended position from the 
holder, such as the extended position of the one 
projecting key 29 illustrated in Figure 1. 
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6 
The keeper member 2 is of hollow cylindrical 

form open threughout its length- and having a 
rearward edge 24 and a forward edge. 25. The 
outer surface of the holder. is arcuate in form, 
and at the rearward portion of the holder the 
bottom wall 5 and side walls 3 in cross section 
define a partial circle. AS the inner. bore of the 
keeper member 2, is cylindrical, the inner sur 
face of the keeper member 2 complements the 
outer surface of the holder member 4-i. The parts 
are dimensioned and arranged. So that the keeper 
member 2 has a sliding fit on the holder , so 
as to be readily movable both longitudinally of 
-the holder if and in a direction circumferential 
of the holder f. In other words, the keeper 2 
may be slid lengthwise of holder and may also 
be rotated relative to holder. There is thus 
provided for a compound movement between 
holder if and keeper member 2, one movement 
being in a line of action at an angle to the line 
of action of the other movement. 
There are four longitudinal grooves 2 recessed 

in the bottom surface of the bottom wall 5. 
These longitudinal grooves 2 extend parallel to 
each other and have a Small dividing ridge be 
tween them. The length of the grooves 2 deter 
mines the limit of longitudinal movement of the 
keeper member. 2 relative to, the holder fl. As 
shown in the drawing, the four grooves 2 stop 
short of the rearward end of the holder i? so that 
there is a short distance, between the rearward 
-end of the grooves. 2 and the rearward end of 
the holder t . The number of grooves 2 being 
provided is dependent upon the number of key 
receiving slots, and as in this embodiment there 
-are, four key-receiving slots, there are four 
grooves 2. 
A detent, or projection 22 integral with the 

keeper member 2 extends radially inward of the 
inner bore of the keeper member 2 adjacent 
its rearward edge 24. This detent 22 is dimen 
isioned and arranged to slidably fit in each of 
the grooves. 2 so that the detent 22 may readily 
Slide forwardly and backwardly in a respective 
:groove 2: Within which it is positioned. Detent 
22 is relatively short as compared to the length 
of the grooves. 2f so that there is limited lon 
gitudinal travel permitted to the detent 22 in 
a groove 2. As the keeper member 2 is some 
What resiliently distortable in nature, the forced 
revolving of keeper 2 relative to holder 
causes the detent. 22 to slide out of a groove 2 
in which positioned, over the ridge separating 
that groove from the next adjacent groove and 
down into the next groove 2. This is done by 
.a. Snapping action, and the variable positioning 
of detent 22 in one of the grooves 2 provides 
an indexing means for fixing and indicating 
the circumferential position of keeper 2 rela 
tive to the holder . A slight clicking sound 
tis made by the detent sliding out of one groove 
- and Snapping down- into another groove, and 
this clicking sound also gives an audible indica 
tion of the position of keeper 2 relative to holder 
if and of the number of grooves 2 over which 
detent. 22 passes in revolving movement of 
keeper. 2. 

Detent 22- also provides means for retaining 
the keeper 2 on the holder f . As the keeper 
f2 engages the holder if in a loose sliding fit, 
the keeper. 2 would readily slide off the holder 
- but for the engagement of the detent in the 
grooves. The detent 22 abuts the opposite end 
walls of the respective grooves as it travels for 
Wardly or rearwardly on reciprocation of keeper 
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2. With the detent in a groove the keeper is 
held on the holder and will not inadvertently 
slide off of the holder. When it is desired to pur 
posely remove the keeper from the holder, the 
keeper may be distorted and cocked relative to 
the holder sufficiently to permit the detent to 
be moved out of a respective groove past the end 
wall thereof and thus out of interlocking en 
gagement with the holder. 
The keeper 2 has a slot or open Space 23 

extending through the wall thereof. The slot or 
open space 23 is dimensioned to have a width 
sufficient to permit but one of the keys 29 to 
pass edgewise therethrough, that is, one of the 
several keys positioned in the holder if, as in 
Figure 1. 
The slot or open space 23 is too narrow to 

permit two of the keys as mounted in the holder 
to simultaneously pass edgewise therethrough. 
The length of the slot or open space 23 is Such 
that upon movement of the keeper 2 to the 
rearward limit of its movement, as that shown 
in Figure 1, the key in the space or slot of the 
holder registering with open space 23 is re 
leased upon the bit end 3 of the key clearing 
the keeper 2. Thus, in Figure 1 the keeper 
member 2 is in its rearward position and the 
open space 23 of the keeper is aligned with one 
of the key-receiving slots. The key 29 in that 
key-receiving slot, being unobstructed by keeper 
2 and being resiliently urged outwardly of the 
holder by the spring member 26, is swung up 
wardly on its independent pivot mounting pro 
vided by projections 9 and is swung out to an 
extended position from the holder f. The re 
lease of one key by the keeper 2 causes the re 
silient action of the Spring member to flip the 
key and swing it outwardly So that its bit end 
3 is no longer Within the holder but extends 
outwardly ready for use. 

It is to be noted that while slot or space 23 
of keeper 2 is in alignment With one of the key 
receiving slots, the adjoining portions of the 
keeper 2 at the forward edge 25 still retain the 
other three keys 29 within the holder and they 
are pressed down on the respective tines 28 of 
spring member 26, as illustrated in Figure 1. 
The arrangement permits a selected key to be 
released and quickly extended by resilient action, 
but at the same time the keys other than the 
selected key are retained within the container. 
The relative length of the keeper 2 and the 

slot 23 therein is such, however, that there is a 
locking portion upon the keeper 2 in alignment 
with the slot 23. This locking portion adjacent 
the rear edge 24 and in alignment with Slot 23, 
is arranged to overlie and block the key-receiv 
ing slot of the holder with which the keeper 
slot 23 is aligned when the keeper is at its for 
Ward position of Figures 3, 4 and 5. The ar 
rangement is such that the bit end 3 of the 
key in the aligned key-receiving slot of the 
holder is not cleared by this first locking por 
tion when keeper 2 is positioned in its forward 
position illustrated in Figures 3, 4 and 5. Thus 
in the forward position wherein the keeper 2 
has been moved forwardly on the holder , 
all of the key-receiving slots are covered sufi 
ciently to prevent passage of any of the keys 
inwardly or outwardly of the holder slots. Upon 
the forward moving of the keeper to its locking 
position, all of the Several keys within the holder 
are retained therein by the keeper. The por 
tions of the keeper adjoining the keeper slot 23 
at the forward edge 25 also provide a locking 
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8 
portion to block all of the key-receiving slots 
of the holder not registering or in alignment 
with the keeper slot 23. These adjoining por 
tions of the keeper not in alignment with the 
keeper slot 23 thus provide a second locking por 
tion which blocks key-receiving slots of the 
holder not in alignment with slot 23. 
There is thus provided a flexible arrangement 

providing for variable positioning of the keeper 2 
relative to holder f f, providing that a selected 
key may be readily released and ejected by align 
ing the keeper slot 23 with the respective holder 
slot accommodating the selected key, and by the 
rearward movement of keeper 2 to releasing po 
sition such as that shown in Figure 1. Keys other 
than the selected key are retained within the 
holder. Likewise, the keeper 2 may be moved 
longitudinally forward While the Selected key is 
outwardly, and its re-entry into the holder may 
be barred. The selected key may be readily 
moved back into the holder by manually swinging 
it back and down against the resilient action of 
the Spring into its respective Space in the holder, 
and the keeper member slid forwardly so as to 
lock that key into position. Another selected key 
may be readily released by revolving the keeper 
f2, while in its forward locking position, in a 
circumferential direction relative to the holder So 
as to align slot 23 with the slot accommodating 
the respective key selected. When the desired 
alignment or registering of the slot is obtained by 
circumferential movement of keeper 12, then 
keeper 2 may be moved rear Wardly to unlocking 
position and the selected key will then flip or 
spring outwardly of the holder so as to extend 
its bit end ready for use. As will be apparent 
from the drawing and description of the device, 
varied and flexible operations of the key con 
tainer may be obtained. 
My key container is assembled by first posi 

tioning the Spring member 26 properly in posi 
tion. Within the holder so that portion 27 is 
Within Slit 7 and tines 28 are in their respective 
key-receiving slots. To assemble the keeper f2 on 
the holder , the side walls 3 are slightly com 
pressed toward each other, the material being 
Sufficiently resilient to permit this forced com 
pression. This reduces the effective outside di 
ameter of the holder , and by sliding the 
keeper f2 forwardly while the holder is thus tem 
porarily compressed the detent 22 will slide over 
and clear the portion of the holder between 
the rear end of the holder and the rear end of 
grooves 2 ?. The detent 22 is thus slid into one 
of the grooves 2 where it is ready to slide for 
Wardly and rearwardly in the groove and where it 
may be slidably snapped over into one of the other 
grooves. The keeper f2 is also somewhat re 
silient and may be slightly distorted Sufficiently 
to permit the detent to slide over the Small stop 
portion at the rear of groove 2. After assembly 
the parts resume their normal position and de 
tent 22 is positioned in one of the grooves 2. 
The slightly loose fit of keeper 2 on the holder 

and the slight distortion which may be given 
to the keeper 2 readily permit the keeper to 
be revolved. So as to Slide detent 22 from One 
groove to another. It is to be noted that detent 
22 and grooves 2 provide both a guiding means 
and an indexing means for movement of keeper 
2 relative to holder f. 
Figure 9 illustrates a modified form of pivot 

mounting provided for the keys. In this modi 
fication, instead of complementary projections 9 
there are provided projections 32 formed and ar 
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iranged in the mannershown in Figure.9. Pro 
jections 32 are semispherical in shape, and each 
substantially fills an adjoining slot or key-re 
ceiving space. Instead of there being two aligned 
projections in each space, there is one projec 
tion 32 positioned in each space. These projec 
tions may be carried by different of the project 
ing walls defining the key-receiving slots. In the 
arrangement shown in Figure 9 the side walls 13 
do not carry, projections and the central wall 
member 4 does not carry a projection. The wall 
members 14 next adjacent to the side walls each 
have a projection 32 extending from their op 
posite sides, the Several projections 32 being in 
alignment with each other. Keys may be simi 
larly mounted on the pivot mounting provided by 
projections. 32...by pressing the keys down into 
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space so as to resiliently spread the projecting 
walls apart sufficient to permit the projections 
32 to engage in the apertures of the keys. The 
parallel walls then resurine their normal parallel 
position, and the keys are retained in position 
in a manner that each has independent pivot mountings. 

Figures 10. and 11 illustrate another modifica 
tion that may be inade in my key container. In 
the modified form of Figures 10 and 11, instead 
of a steel spring member 26 there is utilized a 
plurality of rubber blocks or pieces 33, each in 
serted down within one of the key-receiving slots 
of the holder and there retained in position. 
these rubber blocks 33 are resilient and bias or 
urge upwardly a key pressed down upon a re 
spective rubber block 33. The bottons of the rub 
ber blocks. 33 are secured to the bottom Wall of 
the holder by being wedged down in place or 
otherwise Secured as with a suitable adhesive naa 
terial. The upper portions of the rubber blocks 
33, however, are free to move upwardly and down 
wardly in response to pressure thereon by a key 
positioned over the rubber block. These rubber 
blocks 33 also provide resilient means for flipping 
the keys outwardly of the holder. 
This description includes by reference herein 

the disclosures of the appended claims which are 
made a part of this specification. -- 
Although my invention has been described with 

a certain degree of particularity in its preferred 
form, it is understood that the present disclosure 
of the preferred form has been made only by way 
of example and that numerous changes in the 
details of construction and the combination and 
arrangement of parts may be resorted to Without 
departing from the spirit and the scope of the 
invention as hereinafter claimed. 
What is claimed is: - 
1. A key container adapted to receive a plus 

rality of keys having apertured ends and bit ends, 
said container compirising in combination a key 
holding member having key-receiving recesses 
arranged to receive said keys in substantially 
parallel relationship, pivot means for pivotally 
mounting the respective apertured ends of said 
keys adjacent one end of said key-holding mem 
ber to provide for the individual swinging of the 
bit ends of said keys in and out of said recesses, 
biasing means for biasing said keys to pivotally 
Swing outwardly of said recesses, and a keeper 
member carried on said key-holding member and 
mounted thereon to revolve relative to, and to reciprocate longitudinally of, said key-holding 
member, said keeper member having a longi 
tudinally disposed open space provided therein 
and extending from an edge thereof, said open 
space having - a width sufficient to pass but one 
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10 
key edgewise therethrough and having a length 
sufficient to pass said one key edgewise there 
through upon reciprocal movement of the keeper 
member toward the opposite end of the key 
holding member to releasing position and in 
sufficient to pass said one key edgewise there 
throughtpon reciprocal movement of the keeper 
member toward said one end of the key-holding 
member to locking position, revolution of said 
keeper member relative to said key-holding mem 
ber providing for the alignment of said open 
spaee in said keeper with a recess accommodat 
ing a respective key to be released, said keeper 
member retaining said keys in said key-holding 
member against the action of said biasing means 
and releasing a selected key of said keys in re 
sponse to said biasing means upon positioning 
of the keeper member to releasing position rela 
tive to the recess accommodating the selected key. 
2. A key container for a plurality of keys each 

having an apertured portion and a bit portion, 
said key container comprising a key-holding 
member having a longitudinally disposed space 
therein for accommodating a plurality of keys in 
parallel-side-by-side-relationship, said key-hold 
ing member having a first end and a second end, 
pivot means for pivotally mounting the apertured 
portion of said keys adjacent said first end of the 
key-holding member to provide for pivotal swing 
ing of the respective keys in and out of said space, 
a keeper member mounted on said key-holding 
member to reciprocally and revolubly move rela 
tive to said key-holding member, said keeper 
member having a longitudinally disposed slot 
therein, said slot having a limited width suffi 
cient to permit but one key to pass edgewise 
therethrough, said slot extending from the edge 
of the keeper member facing said first end of 
the key-holding member and terminating short of 
the-edge facing said second end of the key-hold 
ing member to provide a locking portion of said 
keeper member in alignment with said slot, and 
biasing means carried by the key-holding mem 
ber for urging the bit portions of said keys out 
wardly of said space to extend from said bit-hold 
ing member, the arrangement of the key-holding 
member, pivot means, keeper member and biasing 
means providing for the retention by said keeper 
member of said keys in said space against the 
urging of said biasing means and for the release 
and outward swinging of a selected key on said 
pivot means out of said space upon revolving of 
the keeper member to align said slot over the bit 
portion of said selected key and the reciprocal 
movement of said keeper member toward said 
second end of the key-holding member to move 
said locking portion of the keeper member be 
yond the bit portion of the said selected key to 
disengage the same. 

3. A key container comprising a key-holding 
member having a recess therein adapted to ac 
commodate a plurality of keys in parallel and 
side-by-side relationship, biasing means for urg 
ing said keys outwardly of said recess to project 
from the key-holding member, and a keeper 
member opposing said biasing means for nor 
mally keeping said keys in said recess, said keeper 
member being carried by said key-holding mem 
ber to reciprocate longitudinally of, and to re 
volve relative to, said key-holding member, said 
keeper member having an open space formed 
therein, said open space being of a width sufi 
cient to permit but one of said keys to pass edge 
wise therethrough and being of a length suffi 
cient to permit a selected one of said keys to pass 
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edgewise therethrough upon revolving of Said 
keeper member to align said open space with Said 
selected key and upon longitudinal movement of 
the keeper member in one direction to releasing 
position, said keeper member being of a length 
sufficient to block in said recess all of Said keyS 
to retain them in said key-holding member upon 
longitudinal movement of the keeper member in 
an opposite direction to locking position and to 
block in said recess all but said selected key in 
alignment with said opening to retain them in 
said key-holding member upon longitudinal move-. 
ment of the keeper member in said one direction 
to releasing position. 

4. A key container comprising a longitudinal 
body having a longitudinally disposed receSS in a 
wall thereof, a plurality of dividing members dis 
posed in said recess in spaced parallel relation 
ship to provide a plurality of grooves each 
adapted to accommodate one of a plurality of 
keys, a keeper member of hollow cylindrical form 
and having an inner bore adapted to accommo 
date said body and engaging Said body in a slid 
ing fit, said keeper member being revoluble and 
reciprocal relative to said body, Said keeper men 
bel having a notch extending from one end 
toward the other end, said other end in the Wi 
cinity of said notch being closed, said notch be 
ing of a width permitting one key only to paSS 
edgewise therethrough at One time, the arrange 
ment of the Said body and Said keeper member 
being such that upon positioning of the keeper 
member at one longitudinal location relative to 
Said body said recess is blocked by the keeper 
member to prevent all keys in Said receSS from 
moving laterally outward of Said body and Such 
that upon positioning of the keeper member at 
another longitudinal location relative to Said body 
and the alignment of Said notch with a groove 
accommodating a selected key all Said grooves 
except said groove accommodating a selected key 
are blocked by said keeper member to prevent all 
Said keys except Said Selected key from moving 
laterally outward of said body. 

5. A key container for a plurality of keys each 
having an engaging end and a bit end, Said con 
tainer comprising a longitudinal body having a 
plurality of substantially parallel spaced wall 
portions extending therealong, Said Wall portions 
having end portionS projecting from an end of 
Said body, each of the Spaces between Said Wall 
portions being adapted to accommodate one of 
said keys disposed with its flat Sides Substantially 
parallel with Said wall members, means for piV 
otally mounting the engaging ends of the respec 
tive keys to the projecting end portions of adja 
cent wall portions to permit the bit ends of Said 
keys, respectively, to move out of Said Spaces, 
Spring means carried by said body and disposed 
in Said spaces to engage an edge of said keys, re 
spectively, and to resiliently urge the bit ends of 
Said keys outwardly of Said body, and a restrain 
ing member mounted on said body to revolve and 
reciprocate relative to said body, Said restrain 
ing member having an escape portion dinnen 
Sioned to provide edgewise passage therethrough 
of a single key only, Said restraining member ex 
tending on opposite sides of, and from an end of, 
said escape portion to provide a restraint against 
keys in Said spaces against Outward movement 
in response to said Spring means, the reciprocal 
movement of the restraining member on said body 
toward Said projecting end portions of said wall 
portions positioning said restraining member to 
restrain all said keys and the revolving movement 
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12 
of the restraining member on said body to align 
said escape portion with a space accommodating 
a selected key, and reciprocal movement of the 
restraining member in a direction away from said 
projecting end portions to clear the bit end of 
said selected key permitting Said Selected key to 
Swing outwardly of Said body and the bit end of 
the selected key to extend from said projecting 
end portions. 

6. A key container for a plurality of keys each 
having an apertured end and bit end, compris 
ing a longitudinal key holder adapted to carry 
pivot mounting means engageable with the aper 
tured ends of said keys, said key holder having a 
channel longitudinally disposed therein for a C 
commodating said keys on edge in Side-by-Side 
parallel relationship, a plurality Of Wall members 
extending parallel to each other along said holder 
and defining with said holder a plurality of 
spaces each adapted to accommodate one of Said 
keys therein, the Outer of Said Wall memberS also 
defining said channel and forming the Side Walls 
of Said holder, a keeper member of hollow cylin 
drical form embracing said holder in a sliding fit 
and slidably movable relative thereto both lon 
gitudinally and circumferentially, the cylindrical 
wall of said keeper member having an opening 
therein extending from a longitudinal edge 
thereof and terminating at a distance from its 
opposite edge, detent and Seat means carried by 
said holder and keeper member, Said detent and 
seat means including a plurality of parallel lon 
gitudinal seats selectively engageable by Said de 
tent upon circumferential movement of Said 
keeper member relative to said holder, Said de 
tent and seat means being movable relative to 
each by permitting the detent to move from one 
seat to another upon circumferential movement 
of the keeper member and providing relative re 
sistance to circumferential movement of the 
keeper member, and Said detent and Seat means 
guiding longitudinal movement of the keeper 
member relative to the holder, longitudinal and 
circumferential movement of said keeper mem 
ber relative to the holder providing for the de 
terminable positioning of said opening relative to 
Said spaces whereby the cylindrical wall of said 
keeper member may block all of said spaces, and 
may block all of said Spaces except a space ac 
commodating a selected key to permit the se 
lected key to pivotally Swing outward from said 
receSS to extend its bit end from Said holder. 

7. A key container for a plurality of keys, said 
container comprising a longitudinal body of rela 
tively resilient material, said body having two side 
Walls and a plurality of wall members disposed 
therebetween in spaced and parallel relationship 
to each other and to Said Side walls to define 
parallel spaces for receiving keys positioned in 
said spaces, respectively, pivot mounting means 
carried by said holder for pivotally carrying said 
keys, a keeper member Substantially of hollow 
cylindrical form and mounted on said body for 
keeping keys in said Spaces, the internal bore of 
Said keeper member and the Outer surface of Said 
body being arranged to permit said keeper mem 
ber to move in a sliding fit longitudinally and 
circumferentially of Said body, abutting means 
carried by said body and keeper member to limit 
longitudinal movement of said keeper member for 
retaining the keeper member on said body, said 
side Walls of the body being resiliently compreSS 
ible toward each other to permit Said keeper 
member to be longitudinally moved past Said 
abutting means for mounting and demounting 
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said keeper member, resilient means carried by 
said body for resiliently urging keys accommo 
dated in said spaces outwardly of said Spaces to 
pivotally swing on said pivot mounting means, 
the cylindrical wall of said keeper member hav 
ing a cut-away portion dimensioned to permit a 
selected one of said keys only to pass edgeWise 
therethrough upon longitudinal movement of the 
keeper member in a direction toward a first end 
of said body to a releasing position clearing the 
bit end of the selected key, the cylindrical Wall 
of the keeper member being adapted to block the 
spaces accommodating keys other than Said Se 
lected key at Said releasing position and adapted 
to block all of said spaces upon longitudinal move 
ment of the keeper member in a direction toward 
an opposite end of said body to a locking posi 
tion not clearing the bit end of all Said keys, 
circumferential movement of said keeper member 
relative to said body providing for varying the 
relative position of said cut-away portion rela 
tive to said Spaces for release of a selected key. 

8. A key container for a plurality of keys con 
prising a longitudinal body having a receSS 
adapted to accommodate said keys in parallel 
side-by-side relationship, pivot means at one end 
of said body for pivotally connecting said keys to 
said body, resilient means mounted in said receSS 
for resiliently urging the keys outwardly of Said 
recess, a keeper member of hollow cylindrical 
form mounted on said body and engaging the 
outer surface thereof in a sliding fit to Slide 
longitudinally and circumferentially of said body, 
said keeper member having a detent portion ex 
tending radially inward therefrom, said body hav 
ing a plurality of parallel adjacent grooves adapt 
ed to accommodate said detent portion, said de 
tent portion being adapted to slide from One 
groove to another and to Snap into an aligned 
groove upon circumferential turning of Said 
keeper member to provide indexing of said keeper 
member, said detent portion also being slidable 
longitudinally in the respective groove in which 
positioned to guide longitudinal movement of Said 
keeper member, said keeper member having a first 
locking portion and a second locking portion 
located at positions disposed with respect to each 
other longitudinally of the keeper member, Said 
first locking portion being adapted to be posi 
tioned in alignment with a selected key to block 
movement of said selected key in and out of 
said recess, the longitudinal wall of the keeper 
member having an opening therein extending 
from its end adjoining said second locking por 
tion to said first locking portion and being Suf 
ficient in dimensions to permit a selected key 
to pass edgewise therethrough upon longitudinal 
movement of the keeper member to a position 
for the clearing of the bit end of said selected 
key by said first locking portion, said first locking 
portion blocking said recess radially outward of 
the selected key aligned with said first locking 
portion upon longitudinal movement of the keeper 
member in an opposite direction to a non-clear 
ing position. Said second locking portion being 
adapted to block said recess radially outward of 
all keys other than the said selected key aligned 
with said first locking portion at both clearing 
and non-clearing positions of Said first locking 
portion, circumferential movement of Said keeper 
member providing for varying the circumferen 
tial positions of said first locking portion and 
Second locking portion relative to said recess. 

9. A key container for a plurality of keys each 

5 

() 

25 

30 

40 

5 5 

(5) 

4. 
having an aperture at one end and a bit at the 
other end, said container comprising in combi 
nation, first means having a longitudinal body for 
acconaimodating and holding Said keys in side-by 
Side parallel relationship, second means carried 
by the first means and engageable in Said aper 
tures for providing a pivot mounting on said first 
means for each of Said keys, third means car 
ried by Said first means for urging said keys to 
pivotally swing on said second means outwardly 
of Said first means to extend said bits from Said 
first means, and a keeper member carried by, and 
movable relative to, said first means, Said keeper 
member comprising fourth means and fifth 
means, said fourth means being adapted to be 
noved relative to said first means in a first line of 
action disposed lohgitudinally of Said first meains 
and to provide restraint to all Said cut Wardly 
urged keys in opposition to Said third means upon 
overnent of the fourth rileans to locking position, 

Said fifth means being adapted to be noved rela 
tive to Said first means in a second line of action 
traversing Said first line of action and to main 
tain restraint to all said outwardly urged keys in 
opposition to said third ineans except a Selected 
key upon movement of the fifth means to releas 
ing position, the said keeper member providing 
for release of a sclected key upon movement of 
the fourth means relative to the first means in 
Said first line of action from locking position to 
releasing position and for the release of only the 
Selected key upon movement of the fifth means 
relative to the first means in said second line of 
action to a determined position. 

10. A key container comprising a body kerfed 
longitudinally to provide a plurality of Spaced par 
allel walls, the spaces between the parallel walls 
each constituting a receiving slot for a flat key 
disposed edgewise therein, the slots opening 
through one end of the body, pivot means carried 
by the Said walls at said one end and providing 
pivot Support for the apertured ends of keys 
housed in the receiving slots, a keeper member 
mounted on Said body and movable relative there 
to, Said keeper member comprising first means 
and Second means, Said first means being revolu 
ble relative to said body and being formed to block 
all Said slots except one slot accommodating a 
Selected key upon revolving of the first means to 
a releasing position clearing said selected key 
whereby said selected key may pass edgewise 
from Said one slot to release the bit end of the 
Selected key from said body, said second means 
being movable longitudinally relative to said body 
and being formed to block said slots and to pre 
vent a key in said one slot accommodating a se 
lected key from passing edgewise from said one 
slot and the bit end of said selected key from 
being released upon longitudinal movement of 
Said second means to a key retaining position. 

JOHN J. PONCAR. 
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