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UNITED STATES

PaTeENnT OFFICE.

GEORGE P. HALL, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND.

MUSTA‘CHE'-GUARD.

N
SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 258,294, dated May 23, 1882,
Appli(;a.tion filed March 20, 1882. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, GRORGE-P. HALL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bal-
timore, in the State of Maryland, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements in
Mustache-Guards, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had therein to
the accompanying drawings.

The ebject of my invention is to provide a
guard device for attachment to the mustache,
which shall be adapted to so hold or confine
the mustache that when eating or drinking
the mustache will be kept out of the food.

After describing the construction of the de-
vice the invention will be designated.in the
claim, .

In the drawings hereto annexed, Figure 1

is a perspective view of the device. Tig. 2 is
a top view, showing the device folded on its
center joint. Fig. 3 is a side view of one-half
of the device. Tig. 4 is a cross-section on a
scale larger than the device itself as used in
practice.
_.The letter A designates the teeth of a comb,
and b the back, to which the teeth are fast.
This comb may be made of any suitable ma-
terial—metalor hard rubber, for instance. The
comb may have a curved shape to adapt it to
fit the contour of the upper lip, or, as shown
in the drawings, may be made in two pieces,
the back of each being slightly curved and
jointed or hinged together at the ends, as in-
dicated at ¢. This joint being at the center will
enable the two ends of the comb to be brought
toward each other more or less, so as to allow
the teeth of the comb to bear against the up-
per lip, whatever may be the contour or shape
of the lip. It is hardly necessary for the teeth
of the comb to extend along the back entirely
to the center joint, though the device may be
so made. In the present instance, however,
the central part of the comb, as at d, is with-
out teeth. -

To the back of each end of the comb a guard
or protector plate, B, is hinged at f in such
manner that the said guard may be turned on
the hinge away from the teeth, or be pressed
toward or against the teeth. A flat plate, g,

is made fast by each end by a rivet, &, to the
back of the comb in such manner that the
central part between the rivets will yield and
serve as a spring. This spring is in contact
with the hinged end of the guard, and,the
shape of the said hinged end, as shown in
Fig. 4, is such that the spring will, by bear-
ing against the end, hold the guard either
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open—thatis,away from the teéth—or closed— -

that is, pressed toward the teeth. The shape
of the gunard-plate is immaterial, its function

‘being to hold the mustache in position when

it has been drawn to one side, so as to
keep it from contact with food entering the
mouth. The comb serves to hold the guard to
its position, while the guard in turn, acted on
by pressure of the spring, confines the mus-
tache, which has been drawn to one side
along the comb. .

This device is designed to be applied as fol-
lows: The teeth of the comb are held with
their points upward and placed against the
edge of the upper lip; then are pushed up-
ward so as to enter the mustache. The back
of the comb should extend along the upperlip
justaboveitsedge. The mustache on each side
is‘then drawn sidewise along the teeth of the

comb, and when so placed the guard-plate B

is turned up against the mustache. Whenthus
applied the device will keep the mustache out
of the way. The device might be applied the
other -way—that is, with the teeth entering
from above downward.

Having described my invention, I claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States— “ '

A mustache-guard consisting of the combi-
nation. of a comb to enter the mustache, a
guard-plate hinged to the comb, and a spring-
plate attached to the comb to cause pressure
on the guard-plate, as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GEO. P. HALL.

‘Witnesses:
Joan E. MoRRIS,
Jxo. T. MADDOX.
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