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This invention pertains to. improvements in
Venetian blind construction and the like, paitic-
ularly to modifications in the construction of the

tilting and raising mechanism and the method e

of attaching the blinds to the fasecis.
: The idea of the present invention is, among
other things, to simplify the construcilon above
the top slat which is usually accomplished by a
it rail, & head reil, and a combination of these
two are usually covered by o fascia. In this con-
struction, I uiilize the fasciz 8s @ structural
member, since its width, located in s vertical po-
sition, mekes it capable of supporting consider-

able Weight between or ieyond supports., X have .
“ne away with the il reil by s,n(,hcring the *

room side of the ladder tape rigidiy relative ﬁo
the fascia, prefersbly %acking or stapiing’ the
same to the fascia. I have designed. & specia,l

bracket for supporting the fascia relative to the
ceiling, walls, or window frame, whic¢h brackeis -

also incorporate the pulleys over which the Yit-
ing cords pass.
Jifting cord pulleys also szcts for pulleys “over
which -cords or flexible clements pass o control
the tilting mechanism by raising or lowering the
window side of the ladder tapes or flexible siaf
spacing device. In modern blind construction,
fascias are practically essential, but from-an ap-

parent standpoint it is desirable that the fascigs -

be only approximately twice the slat width' or
less, if possible, under certain conditions, At the
same time, it is essential that in all positions of
the slats, whether tilted up or down, no light
streak show between the top slat and the fascia
when in the closed position, and also that the
bulley mechanism, as well as the attachment be-
tween the tilt and the back tape of the ladder
tape, be hidden from view from the inside of the
room in order to presenf as neai an appearance
as possible.
plication.
Although I have shown in most cases, the fas-
cias supported by brackets alone without a dust
cap, in case such s

separate brackets witn angle brackets tying the
fascia to the dust cap, also carrying the pulleys
for the lift and tilt cords. The cord Iocks for
controlling both lifting and tilting are supported

on the fascia or on the dust cap without the ne- ¢

cessity of routing either, which of course keduces
the cost of manufacture and assembly.’

This construction also does away with the ne-
cessity of routing the tilt rail for the passage of .
lifting cords, and for routlng the head ‘Tail for

The same pivot or axle for the

25

All this is accomplished in this ‘alb—‘

dust cap is used, it may be.
attached to the fascia and may be supported by
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_ "‘igure 1iss & plan 'view parﬂy cht awa, partl‘y
';n seeﬁon, xlIusc.mting one form of the mVegtldn. ’

fusonitoFigure b S
Figure 3is & partjal end sectmn of_

'slats ina ra.ised closed positlon ‘
“Pigure’d 18 & vlew of ‘an’ alteina j
_ in-which the: fa.scia ‘and’ supporting bz'a Ke
‘mounted on a° ceiling or“ec : b
-'window opemng. i '
- Figure 618 a’'cross’ section of -the Sup] rting
i’bracket for the fascla support shown'in Figiire’
“In sll’figures; like 'numersals of referenc
to corresponding parts in the: drawing. -
“Referring to'the drawing in detail, iculaﬂy
Figures 1 to 4, inclusive, I-have showi's window
;' a window: fra‘.me or wall 2 on which isssip-
’ported a Venetian blind by mesns of wall: bracket
‘5-and Venetian blind’ bracket & whichis: a.ttached
to’ fascia {9 by ‘wood  screws f{ and12;
bracket 8 is mounted an axle (8§ which ¢afiles:
two ‘pulleys 16 :and {1, held apart by-separators
_ 88, 31, and 82, if such separators are ‘deémed née-
'40»essary, as it may be equally satisfactory to ke
wider pulleys 1§ ang 11 which butt against'sach
-othér and keep the cords 28 and 25 from | tting
' entangled by ‘means of the ‘pulley: ﬁanges’ nd
‘Yheir proximity' to bracket 6 which does not' g
“low the cords to’ get‘out of the pulleys’ ‘!
terns,te construction would be o allo 7“the

' ‘neutral position. :
‘The blind ir.selt ccnsists of ladder ta

888 slots in‘the s-ﬂiﬁs-
05 trated or’ at'the ‘edgfe'of ‘the slats,‘ 4§ shown’in'thy
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United States Patent #2,200,349, in which case
. pulley 18 would be located at one edge of the slats

and similar pulley I8 at bracket 1 would be lo-

- cated above the opposite edge of the slats. Cords

" 20 are suitabiy attached to bottom rail 8 by pass-

lifting cords, or other suitable manner.

The room side of the ladder tape 3 is suitably
attached to the fascia by nails, staples, or other
devices, as shown in 38. The window § is at

- what we prefer to call the back or window side

of the blind, and the ladder tape at that side is
secured to the tilting cords 25 and 28, respec-
tively, in some suitable manner, such as by fold-
ing the ends of the ladder tape tentwise across
the tilt cord 25 and then sewing, stapling, or clip-
ping the ladder tape to the cord in some suitable

- manner. An alternate construction is to insert

an eyelet 40 in the ladder tape, as shown under

" bracket T and then pass tilting cord 26 through

sald eyelet and tying a knot in the end of the
cord to form an attachment between the end of
the cord and the ladder tape. Any other suitable
manner of attaching cords or other flexible ele-
ments to the ladder tape may also be applied.
By this construction, when it is desired to tilt
the blind, the operator pulls on cords 25 and 26
which may be tied together by cord bracket 43.
These tilting cords pass over pulley 42 and ad-
jacent cord stop 43A which may be of any con-
ventional or improved construction. Cords 20
and 21, being connected to the bottom rail 8, lift

in a conventional manner and it is'locked in any .

desirable position by moving the cords 2§ and 26
outwardly to cause dog 45 to engage the cords

‘as soon as the blind starts to lower. To brevent

cords 20 and 21 from piling up on the floor as
the blind is lfted, I have shown a construction
wherein they can continue to become cords 23

- and 26 which control the tilting mechanism.

This continuous lift and tilt arrangement only
-allows the cord to reach the floor in twice the
ralsing distance which would be the case if the
continuous cord were not used. When it is de-
sired to tilt the blind, the operator does so by
raising or lowering cords 28 and 28 and locking
them in a desired position by moving them out-
wardly to cause dog 43A to lock the cords at the
pulley 46 to retain the slats in any desired tilted
position. When the slats are in the raised posi-
tion shown in Figure 4, there may be an on-
center action which is overcome by the addition’
of a spring 48 attached between the fascia and
tilt cord 26, to urge the cord into a slat lowered
position and to overcome the friction of the
pulley 46 and dog 48 when in the non-locking po-
sition.

If it is desired to only have one lifting and tilt-
ing cord, it is very easily accomplished, as the
total motion of the tilting cord is only a little
over twice the slat width, and a junction be-
tween cord 25 and 28 can be made adjacent pulley
1T when in the slat lowered position and there
will be sufficient room provided between pulley
i7 and lock pulley 46 to allow full two-way tilt

. of the slats. Pulleys 42 and 46 and their associ-

ated cord locks can be placed at opposite ends of
the blind on the fascia, if it is desired from an
operating standpoint, though in this case it would
probably not be very practical to have the lifting
cords continuous. When it is desired to remove
the slats for repairs, cleaning, and inspection
etc., it is only necessary to remove the fascia 10
with its attached supporting brackets ¢ and 1

out of wall bracket 5. A stop 6A prevents bracket 19

45

65
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¢ from falling too far down through bracket 8.
Where the blind is to be installed in a recess near
the window, a construction similar to Figure §
may be incorporated, wherein a bracket 80 is at-

5 tached to the window frame 2 by means of a suit-
ing through a hole and tying a knot 20A in the

able wood screw or other attachment §3 and so
formed that bracket 81, which supports the fascia
10 in 8 manner similar to brackets ¢ and 1, may
be slipped into sald bracket by raising it to where

10 notches §iA pass by projections 50A of the wall

bracket. When the bracket is lowered in the po-
sition shown in Figure 6, it is retained against dis-
placement by its own weight.

__ If a dust cap is used between the fascia and the
‘15 wall, it would be located as indicated at dotted

lines at 55 in Figure 4, in which case bracket §
could be attached to dust cap 885 and fascia (0,
and could form the supporting bracket, or a sep-
arate support angle bracket could support the

20 blind to dust cap 8§85, fascia 10, bracket 8 and T ete.

Under certain circumstances, it may be found
desirable to attach the top slat to the sides of the
ladder tape so as to make said top slat act as a
hinge. Thisis done by having two small holes at the

25. edge of the top slat through which cords or metal

clips 60'and 61 pass to flexibly connect the edges
of tne top slat to the sides of the ladder tape.
This is particularly important if the pulleys that
control the tilting of the slats by raising and .

30 lowering the rear ladder tape are close to the

anchored side of the ladder tape, causing a side
pressure on the edge of the top slat as it is
forced to a lowered from a raised position, par-
" ticularly in the horizontal position. Such side

53 pressure in certain instances forces the top slat

out of parallel with the other slats, which are
resting on the ladder tape rungs, and sometimes
causes the blind to bind during the tilting opera-

tiun. Attachments such as 60 and 6{ -have been . .
40 found valuable in eliminating this bind. On

short blinds it is only necessary to make such at-
tachments at one tape; on long blinds it might
be advisable to make such attachments at more
than one tape. .

While I have described and illustrated several
embodiments of my invention, it will be appar-
ent to those skilled in  the art that various
changes, omissions, additions, and substitutions
may be made in the construction of the apparatus

50 and that the apparatus may be put to. uses other-

than those described without departing from the
spirit of the invention as defined in the appended
claims. : '
I claim as my invention:

. 1. A Venetian blind supporting means, includ-
ing a main support, a plurality of blind slats
suspended by flexible elements from said main
support, said flexible elements including front
and rear portions relative to said slats, a fascia

60 element at the top of said blind, one side of said

flexible element rigadly secured to said fascia, a

_ support for sald fascia, flexible lifting elements

for collapsing and tilting said slats, pulleys for
said flexible elements, said pulleys supported at

65 least partially by said fascia support.

2. A Venetian blind, including spaced slats, a
Iadder tape, flexible lifting elements, a fascia ele~

" ment at the top of said blind, said ladder tape

having two side tapes and cross tapes adjacent:

70 each slat, one side of said tapes being firmly at-

tached adjacent said fascia, the other side of

. sald ladder tape being manually adjustable to

tilt said slats to a closed position with the slats
tilted up or down. C '

3. A Venetian blind, including spaced slats, a
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ladder tape, flexible lifting elements, a fascig ele-
ment at the top of said blind, said ladder tape
having two side tapes and cross tapes adjacent
each slat, one side of said tapes being firmly at-
tached adjacent said fascia, the other side of
said ladder tape being manually adjustable to
tilt said slats to a closed position with the slats
tilted up or down, the top slat being supported
just above the bottom of said fascia when in
.the horizontal position.

4. A Venetian blind, including spaced slats, a
ladder tape, flexible lifting elements, a fascia ele-
ment at the top of said blind, said ladder tape
having two side tapes and cross tapes adjacent
each slat, one side of said tapes being firmly at-
tached adjacent said fascia, the other side of
said ladder tape being manually adjustable to
tilt said slats to a closed position with the slats
tilted up or down, a lock device, said flexible
lifting elements travelling through said lock de-
vice which is supported on said fascia.

5. A Venetian blind, including spaced slats, a
ladder tape, flexible lifting elements, a fascia ele-

ment at the top of said blind, said ladder tape .

having two side tapes and cross tapes adjacent
each slat, one side of said tapes being firmly at-
tached adjacent said fascia, the other side of
sald ladder tape being manually adjustable to
til} said slats to a closed position with the slats
tilted up or down, a cord lock device, & cord for
tilting said slats, said fiexible lifting elements
and said tilting cords both passing through cord
lozk devizes.

6. A Venetian blind, including spaced slats, a
ladder tape, flexible lifting elements, & fascis ele-
ment at the top of said blind, said ladder tape
having two side tapes and cross tapes adjacent
each slat, one side of said tapes being firmily at-
tached adjacent said fascia, the other side of
said ladder tape being manually adjustable to tilt
said slats to a closed position with the slats tilted
up or down, a cord lock device, & cord for tilting
said slats, said flexible lifting elements and said
tilting cords both passing through cord lock de-
vices, said cord lock devices being supported on
said fascia.

7. A Venetian blind, including spaced slats, a
ladder tape, flexible lifting elements, a fascis
element at the top of said blind, said ladder tape
having two side tapcs and cross tapes adjacent
each slat, one side of said tapes being firmly at-
tached adjacent said fascia, the other side of szid
ladder tape being manually adjustable to tilt said
slats to a closed position with the slats tilted up
or down, & cord lock device, g cord for tilting said
slats, said flexible lifting elements and said tilt-
ing cords both passing through cord .lock devices,

3

8. A Venetian blind, including spaced slats, &

ladder tape, flexible -lifting elements, s fascia

10

o

20

25

30

49

- a plurality of metal brackets for supporting said .

fa§cia, pulleys for said flexible lifting elements,
said pulleys being supported in said brackets.

60

element at the top of said blind, said ladder tape
having two side tapes and cross tapes adjacent
each slat, one side of said tapes being firmly
attached adjacent said fascia, the other side of
said ladder tape being manually adjustable to
tilt said slats to a closed position with the slats
tilted up or down, a cord lock device, a cord for’
tilting said slats, said fiexible lifting elements and
said tilting cords both passing through cord lock
devices, a plurality of metal brackets for sup-
porting said fascia, pulleys for said tilting cords
to pass over, said pulleys being mounted in said
brackets. ‘

9. A Venetian blind, including spaced slats, a
ladder tape, flexible lifting elements, a fascia
element at the top of said blind, said ladder
tape having two side tapes and cross tapes ad-
jacent -each slat, one side of said tapes being
firmly attached adjacent said fascia, the other
side of said ladder tape being manuslly adjust-
able to tilt said slats to a closed position with
the slats tilted up or down, a cord lock device,
a cord for tilting said slats, said flexible lifting
elements and said tilting cords both passing
through cord lock devices, a plurality of metal
brackets for supporting said fascia, pulleys-for
said flexible tilting and lifting elements to pass
over said pulleys, said pulleys being supported in

said brackets. -

10. A Venetian blind, including pulleys, flexible
elements for lifting said blind, a fascia, a support
for sald fascia, a plurality of slats, g fiexible slat
supporting element, manual means for lifting angd
tilting said slats in both directions, said pulleys
being mounted on the supports for said fascia,
said supports being separate and adjscent two
or more of said fAexible slat supporting elements.

11, A Vemnetian blind, including pulleys, fexible
elements for lifting said blind, a fascie, 2 support
for sald fascia, o vlurality of slats, & flexible slat
supporting element, manual means for lifting snd
tilting said slats in both directions, said pulleys .
being mounted on the supports for said fascie,
said supports being substantially U shaped and
forming the only suppori for sald fascia.

* 12. A Venetian blind, including pulleys, flexible
elements for lifting said blind, a fascia, a support
for said fascia, a plurality of slats, a flexibie slat
supporting element, manual means for lifting and
tilting said slats in both directions, said pulleys
being mounted on the supports for said fascia,
said supports being separate short brackets ad-
jacent two or more fiexible slat supporting ele-
ments and being the sole support for said fascia.

" BROOKS WALKER.
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