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To all whom it may concern: :
Be it known that I, Wiriam F. Bu-

SCHARDT, 4 citizen of the United States, re-

siding ‘at the city of Baltimore, State of
Maryland, have invented new and useful
Tmprovements in Crates, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. -~ =~ =©

This invention relates to certain novel and

useful improvements in crates or .oxes for
storing and shipping bottles and other frag:

ile receptacles. .

In carrying out my invention, it is my
purpose to so construct the crate and arrange
partitions therein that a certain number of
the bottles may be placed in the crate in in-
verted position or with the necks downward,
while the remainder are stored asusual. By
this arrangement I am enabled to.obtain a
smaller- and more compact crate, thereby
saving space when storing and shipping the
same. . ' :

A further object of my invention.is to
provide a novel form of partition whereby
the bottles will be closely and compactly
stored without the liability of breakage or
damage to loose storage and the consequient
rattling or shaking of the bottles which re-
sults. - ‘ '

It is also my purpose to provide the com-
partments of my crate with means for hold-
ing the inverted bottles and at the same time

protecting the labels of such bottles against

injury. :

Another object is to provide a crate em-
bodying the desired- features of simplicity,
strength and durability of construction, and
which may be manufactured and marketed
at a relatively low cost. - . ,

With the above recited objects and others
of ‘a similar nature in view, the invention

arrangement of parts falling within and
forming a part of the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawing —Figure 1
is a top plan view of a box or crate embody-
ing my invenfion. Fig. 2 is a vertical, sec-
tional view, taken through' a portion of the
same, . Figs. 8 and 4 are views in elevation
of the partition strips. Fig. 5 is a perspec-
tive view of one of the vertical posts. Fig.
6 is a similar view of a ring or band for the

* inverted bottle."
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- Referring to the drawings in detail, the
letter A designates the frame, indicated as
an entirety, and arranged within the crate
or box composed of the partition members 2

and 3, shown in Figs. 3 and 4, respectively.
The partition member 2 is provided with a
straight lower edge, as shown at 4, designed
to rest against the bottom of the crate while
the upper.edge of the strip or partition is
provided with the vertical slots 5 formed in
the projecting portions 6, said projections

forming cut away portions 7, which are de-

signed to receive the posts 5 as hereinafter
described. Each of the strips or partitions
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3 has its lower edge slotted as at 9, while the -
upper edge is formed with the ‘unslotted -
projecting portions 10 between which are -

formed the cut away sectiond or open re--

eesses 11 which also receive the posts.
" In assembling the partitions or strips, the

latter are arranged at right angles relative .

to each other as is shown in Fig. 1, that is,

‘with the slots 9 of the strips or projections 3

fitting in the slotted portions 5 of the parti-

‘tions or strips 2. The posts of the .crate
are indicated as an entirety by the letter P
and each comprises a body of wood or other-

‘material tapered toward its upper end, the

widened end portion 12 of each post being
vertically slotted as is shown at 13 to fit in

_the cut away portions 7 and 11 of the strips

or partitions, the slotted or bifurcated por-
tionis of the posts so fitting that the sliding

or bifurcated portions of the posts contact .

with the base of the casing.
Tt will be seen that when the posts are ar-
ranged as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, a large

.pocket 14 is formed by the flat sides of four
“of the posts, while the converging edges of
‘the posts form narrow pockets as shown at
15. The large pockets 14 are designed to re-
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ceive the bottles in- the ordinary upright -

.position, while the narrow pockets forined
‘by the adjacent edges of the posts are adapt-:

ed to-receive the bottles in upturned or in-
verted position. Qver theé top of each of the

| narrow pockets 15, I place a metallic ring 16,
"having a top flange 17, and projecting lugs

18, preferably four in number, said lugs be-

ing designed to engage with the adjacent-

tops of the post and support the ring. The

‘ring will not only engage and thus firmly

support the inverted bottle, but the flange
will prevent the label of the bottle from be-
ing scratched, or otherwise injured.

The frame forming the pockets or com-

partments for the box may be secured in

position within the casing or crate by means
of nails or screws such as shown at 19,

which are driven part way in the frame
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forming the pockets z;hd the head of the
nail or screw impressed in the end of the

box before the side is nailed on so that the

nail or screw cannot be seen from the out-
side of the box while it will firmly hold the
partition rigidly in position.

From the above description, taken in con-

- nection with the accompanying drawings, it
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will be noted that I have provided an ex-
ceedingly simple, compact and convenient
form of crate in which the bottles may be

" securely stored for shipment or other pur-
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poses, and held against breakage, and, fur-
thermore, owing to the arrangement to
which certain of the bottles may be inverted,
but relatively.little space is occupied, com-
pared with the ordinary .crates, ard, fur-

. thermore, my crate, which may be of any
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material may be manufactured and marketed
at a relatively low cost.

Having thus described the invention, T
claim :—

1. The combination with a box, of a plu-
rality of members arranged thereln, the
sides of said members forming pockets for
receiving bottles in their upright position,
the edges of said members forming pockets
for receiving the bottles in inverted position.

2. The combination with a box, of a series
of tapered posts located spaced apart there-

© in, the sides of said' posts forming pockets
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for receiving the bottles in upright position,
while the edges of the posts form pockets
for receiving bottles in inverted position.

8.  The combination with a box, of a series
of tapered posts located spaced apart there-

in, the sides of said posts forming pockets

. for receiving the bottles in upright position,

40

45

50

while the edges of the posts form pockets
for receiving bottles in inverted position,

and bottle supporting rings located at the

top of the pockets for the inverted bottles.

4, The combination with a box, of a frame

therein formed of intersecting partitions, a
series of uprights carried by the partitions,
intermediate the intersections thereof, where-
by a series of pockets is formed by the sides
of the uprights, and a second series by the
edges of the uprights at the mtersectlon of
the graduations.

" 5. The combination with a box, of a plu-
rality of partitions or strips arranged in
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parallehsm, a plurahty ‘of other strips ar-
ranged in parallelism and connected at right
angles to the first-mentioned strips, all of
sald strips having cut away portions for the
reception of posts, tapered posts having
their widened end portions engaging with
the cut away portions in the partition,
whereby a plurality of pockets are formed
by the sides of the posts to hold the bottles
in upright position, and a plurality of pock-
ets also formed by the edges of the posts in
maintaining the bottles in inverted position.

‘6. The combination with a box, of a plu-
rality of partitions or strips arranged. in
parallelism, a plurality of other strips ar-
ranged in parallelism and connected at right
angles to thefirst-mentioned strips, all of
said strips having cut away-portions for the
reception of posts, tapered posts having
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their widened end portions engaging with -

the cut away portions in the partition,’

whereby a plurality of pockets are formed
by the sides of the posts to hold the bottles
in upright position, a plurality of pockets
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also formed by the edges of the posts in

maintaining the bottles in inverted position,
and rings for the pockets holding the bottles
in inverted position.

7. The combination with a box, of a plu-
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rality .of partitions or strips arranged n -

parallelism, a plurality of other strips ar-
ranged in parallelism and connected at right
angles to the first-mentioned strips, all of
said strips having cut away portions for the
reception of posts, tapered posts having
their widened end portions engaging with
the cut away portions in the partition,
whereby a plurality of pockets are formed
by the sides of the pos&s to hold the bottles
in upright position, a "plurality of pockets
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also formed by the edges of the posts in -

maintaining the bottles in inverted position,
and rings designed to fit over the top for
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the inverted bottles, each of said rings hav-" - '

ing a flange at the top edge thereof. - _
In testimony whereof I affix my 31gnature
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM. F. BUSCHARDT

- Witnesses:
ANDREW J. ENGEL,
J. B. ScHMEDER.



