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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, WOORHEES FRANK 

MOUNT and HARRIS L. CooK, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Homer, county of 
Calhoun, State of Michigan, have invented a 
certain new and useful Improvement in Wire 
Fences; and we declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the in 
Vention, such as will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and use 
the same, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, which form a part of this 
specification. 
Our invention has for its object certain new 

and useful improvements in wire fences, and 
it consists of the construction, combination 
and arrangement of devices and appliances 
hereinafter described and claimed, and illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a fence illus 
trating our invention. Fig. 2 is a detail view 
showing the manner in which the wire is tight 
ened. Fig. 3 is a detail view of one of the 
jointed stays or pickets. 
We carry out our invention as follows: 
A represents fence posts of any suitable 

construction with which the horizontal fence 
wires B are connected in any proper manner. 
One purpose of our invention relates to a 

provision for securing a center tension of the 
wires to take up the slack at any desired point 
intermediate the ends of the horizontal wires. 
Our improved center tension device consists 
of two short pieces of chain, indicated in the 
drawings at C and C', consisting, preferably, 
of links of uniform size having a fixed engage 
ment with the adjacent ends of the wires, one 
of the chains being provided with a hook C° 
constructed to engage the opposite chain at 
any desired link. These chains may be lo 
cated at any convenient place in the fence, 
and by drawing the two parts of an individual 
fence wire together, engaged with the said 
chains respectively, the slack may be taken 
up to any desired tension and the two chains 
be hooked together accordingly. A very great 
advantage is thus provided for in locating the 
means for securing the tension intermediate 
the extremities of a fence wire, inasmuch as 
our center tension mechanism allows the fence 
to be opened in the center and thus to serve 

as a gate allowing passage of animals, Wagons, 
harvesters and other farm machinery, &c. 
The means of taking up the slack herein 

described and shown, are economical, durable, 
easily adjusted, wbile also they effect a saving 
of time and expense heretofore required in 
fitting complicated appliances to end posts for 
securing the proper tension of the wire and 
taking up the slack. We thus have a handy 
and convenient fence, while we also Secure 
provision for readily making a passage Way 
therethrough from one field to another as is 
frequently desirable, thereby saving expense 
of building gates, especially the expense of 
building gates wide enough for the passage 
of binders. 
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To tighten up the fence wires and to take 
up the slack to the desired degree of tension, 
we provide, as shown in Fig. 2, a cant hook D 
of suitable construction provided with a rigid 
arm D' and a swinging hook D. By engag 
ing the rigid arm D' with one of the chains, 
the swinging hook may be engaged with the 
other chain, and by this means the two Wires 
may be drawn tight and the two chains be 
hooked together at a desired point. Thus 
the operation of tightening the wires may be 
accomplished with simplicity, ease and rapid 
ity, while also the device is durable. We call 
this a means for securing a “center tension' 
and desire to cover broadly, the means of Se 
curing a center or intermediate tension be 
tween the extremities of the horizontal wires. 
Another feature of our invention consists in 

the provision of jointed pickets or stays for 
connecting the horizontal wires vertically. 
Accordingly, Edenotes our improved jointed 
stays or pickets which we construct of several 
pieces of wire bent and twisted together in 
such a manner as to form jointed sections E', 
the several adjacent sections E being jointed 
together, one of the adjacent sections being 
provided with a loop “e” at the place of at 
tachment with the adjacent section. The hori 
Zontal wires of the fence are run through the 
loops of the various sections Econnecting the 
top and bottom wires, which are duly fastened 
to the several stays or pickets, preferably by 
twisting the extremities of the upper and 
lower sections to the top and bottom wires re 
spectively in such a manner as to effectually 
prevent the stays from being slipped in either 
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direction. It will be perceived that by this 
Construction the stays have a certain amount 
of flexibility laterally which will allow the 
fence at all times to maintain its original 
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height and position. It is well understood 
that in the construction and use of other stays 
heretofore common, as for instance, a stay con 
structed of a single rigid piece of wire, the 
Stay if it becomes bent will remain in its bent 
condition instead of springing back into its 
normal condition, the bend of the rigid wire 
stay drawing the horizontal wires together 
and holding the upper wires down, making the 
fence lower and unsightly. In the employ 
ment of our jointed stays or pickets, however, 
they are not liable to be bent so easily, as they 
possess flexibility, and consequently weavoid 
the objection above mentioned in the use of 
stays made of a rigid integral piece of wire. 
Where wooden stays or pickets have hereto 
fore been used in connection with the hori 
Zontal wires, there has been great liability of 
their being broken, which frequently happens, 
in which case a whole new stay is required 
and some considerable time to replace it. 
This We entirely overcome by our invention, 
as Our flexible jointed stays are not liable to 
be broken or bent, 
What we claim as our invention is 
1. A Wire fence having horizontal fence 

wires divided between their extremities and 
provided with center tension devices consist 
ing of chains having a fixed engagement on 
the adjacent ends of said wires, and a hook 
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fixedly engaged with one of said chains to 35 
engage the links of the chain on the end of 
the adjacent wire, substantially as set forth. 

2. A wire fence having in combination a Se 
ries of posts, and a series of horizontal wires 
engaged there with, each of said wires divided 4o 
between its extremities, a chain composed of 
links uniform in size in fixed engagement 
with each of the inner ends of said wires, and 
a hook at the end of one chain of each pair, 
to engage with a link of the adjacent chain, 45 
substantially as set forth. 

3. A wire fence provided with a series of 
horizontal wires having in combination there 
with vertical flexible stays E consisting of sec 
tions of wire E', each section formed of a sepa 
rate piece of wire bent and twisted together 
forming loops or eyes at the adjacent ends of 
each of the various sections, the eyes at the 
ends of adjacent sections looped one into the 
other to form a jointed union of the sections 
at their adjacent ends, each of the interme 
diate horizontal wires passing loosely through 
a loop of one of the sections, the upper and 
lower extremities of the end sections of the 
stay rigidly engaged with the top and bottom 6o 
wires, substantially as set forth. 
In testimony whereof we sign this specifi 

cation in the presence of two witnesses. 
VOOREHEES FRANK MOUNT. 
HARRIS L. COOK. 

Witnesses: 
J. H. HECKATHORN, 
F. N. ROBINSON. 
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