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swiTCHBOARD LAMP. 
Application fied August 13, 1927. Serial No. 212,667. 

My invention relates to switchboard lamps 
and particularly to pilot lamps for indicat 
ing the energization of associated circuits. An object of my invention is to provide a simple and inexpensive pilot lamp construc 
tion wherein the socket member for support 
ing the lens and the resistor element are self 
supported within an opening in the Switch 
board panel and wherein the parts may be 
readily assembled. - *.:. . ;'...............' : 
A further object of my invention is to pro 

vide a switchboard lamp wherein the socket 
comprises complementary threaded shells 
into which a threaded lens and resistor ele 
ment may be removably mounted and where 
in the resistor element serves as a support for 
the lamp socket or receptacle. . . . . . 
These and other objects that will be made 

apparent throughout the further description 
of my invention are attained by means of the 
switchboard hereinafter described and illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, 
wherein . Figure 1 is a longitudinal section through 
a switchboard pilot lamp, __ 

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view of the 
lamp shown in Fig. 1, and . W 

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section illustrating 
a modified manner of mounting the device 
shown in Fig. 1. . . . . . . 

Referring to the drawings, the lamp com 
prises a pair of threaded shells 3 and 4 that are provided with flanges 5 and 6, respec 
tively, the shell 3 fitting within the shell 4 
and having threaded engagement therewith 
The shells are made of thin sheet metal and 
are formed by drawing and forming processes 
in such manner that the shells are externally 
and internally threaded, as indicated in 
Fig. 1. 
The shells are adapted to be mounted in 

an opening 7 in an insulating panel board 8 
or in a sheet metal panellboard and are secure 
ly clamped therein by turning one shell with 
respect to the other until the flanges 5 and 6 
engage opposite faces of the panel. After 
the shells have been clamped in position, 
relative rotary movement of the shells with 
respect to one another and with respect to 
the panel is prevented by means of Screws 

9 that are threaded into the panel and which 
secure the flange 6 thereto. . . 

i he shell 3 is provided with a pair of op 
positely disposed internally projecting stop 
lugs, 11 which serve as a limit stop for a re 
sistor element 12 having an enlarged thread 
ed head portion 13 which is screwed into the 
shell 3 until the inner face thereof engages 
the stop lugs 11. The resistor element 12 is . 
of the usual type for reducing the voltage 60 
supplied to the pilot lamp 10, that is mounted 
in a socket member 14 that is attached to the 
enlarged end 13 of the resistor element 12. 
Since the stop lugs 11 are carried by the 

shell 3 which is mounted in the front face of 
the panel, the socket 14 will occupy a prede 
termined relative position with respect to 

65 

the front of the panel, regardless of the 
thickness of the panel. It will be noted that 
since the shells 3 and 4 overlap one another 
to a considerable extent, the shells may be 
mounted in panels of different thickness 
without necessitating alteration of the di 
mensions of the shells. . . . . . . . . . 
When the socket member is applied to a 

sheet metal board 16, or aboard of less thick 
ness than the length of the front shell 3, 
as illustrated in Fig. 3, the shell 4 is reversed 
and is screwed upon the shell 3 with the - 
flanged end first engaging the shell 3. . . . 
An externally threaded glass lens 15 is 
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threaded into the shell 3 and serves to pro- : 
tect the lamp 10. The lens may be made of 
glass having any desired color to distinguish 
circuits, one from the other. . . . . . . 
By reason of the construction above de 

scribed, the resistor elements may be removed 
I for inspection or replacement by simply 
turning them counter-clockwise and unscrew 
ing them from the socket. The lens may 
similarly be removed for gaining access to 
the lamp and socket for the purpose of in 
spection or replacement. . . · 
While I have illustrated but one embodi 

ment of my invention, it will be apparent to . 
those skilled in the art that various changes, 
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modifications, substitutions, additions - and 
omissions may be made in the apparatus illus 
trated without departing from the spirit and 100 
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Scope of my invention as set forth in the ap 
pended claims. 
I claim as my invention: 
1. A switchboard lamp comprising a socket 

member consisting of a pair of complemen 
tary threaded shells having threaded en 
gagement with one another and disposed 
within an opening in a switchboard panel, 
a lamp socket for receiving a lamp and sup 
?????????’by the shells, a threaded lens disposed 
in one end of the socket member and a thread 
ed resistor element disposed in the other end 
of the socket member. 

2. A Switchboard lamp comprising a 
socket member consisting of a pair of com 
plementary threaded shells having threaded 
engagement with One another and disposed 
within an opening in a switchboard panel, a 
threaded lens disposed in one end of the 
socket member and a threaded resistor' ele 
ment disposed in the other end of the socket 
member, and having a lamp receptacle 
mounted on the inner end thereof. 

3. A switchboard lamp comprising a pair 
of complementary threaded shells having y ????? 
threaded engagement with one another and 
disposed within an opening in a switchboard 
panel and constituting an internally thread 
ed socket member, a lamp socket for receiv ing a lamp and supported by the shells, the 
outer ends of the shells having portions of 
greater width than the diameter of the open 
ing for engaging the opposite faces of the 
panel and for clamping the socket in opera 
tive positions, a lens threaded into one end 
of the socket member and a resistor element 
threaded into the other end thereof. 

4. A switchboard lamp comprising a pair 
of complementary threaded shells having 
threaded engagement with one another and 
disposed within an opening in a switchboard 
panel and constituting an internally thread 
led socket member, the outer ends of the shells 
having portions of greater width than the 
diameter of the opening for-engaging the op 
posite faces of the panel and for clamping the 
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socket in operative positions, a lens threaded 
into one end of the socket member, a resistor 
element threaded into the other end thereof 
and a lamp Socket mounted on the resistor 
element. - 

5. A switchboard lamp comprising a pair 
of complementary threaded shells having 
threaded engagement with one another and 
disposed within an opening in a switchboard 
panel and constituting an internally threaded 
socket member, the outer ends of the shells 
having portions of greater width than the 
diameter of the opening, for engaging the 
opposite faces of the panel and for clamping 
the socket in operative positions, internally 
extending stop members on one of the shell 
members, a lens threaded into one end of the 
socket member, a resistor element threaded 
into the other end thereof and engaging the 
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stop members and a lamp socket mounted on 
the resistor element. 

6. A switchboard lamp comprising a socket member consisting of a pair of complemen 
tary press-threaded metal shells, threaded in- to 
teriorly and exteriorly and having threaded 
engagement with one another, and disposed 
within an opening in a switchboard panel, 
the said shells being provided with external 
members for engaging opposite sides of the 
panel and preventing longitudinal displace 
ment of the shells, and the shell having the 
member engaging the front face of the panel 
being the innermost shell, a threaded lens 
threaded into the internal thread of the in 
nermost shell and a threaded lamp socket 
support threaded into the internal thread of 
the same innermost shell. 

7. A switchboard lamp comprising a socket 
member consisting of a pair of complemen 
tary press-threaded metal shells, threaded 
interiorly and exteriorly and having thread 
ed engagement with one another, and dis 
posed within an opening in a switchboard 
panel, the said shells being provided with ex 
ternal members for engaging opposite sides 
of the panel and preventing longitudinal dis 
placement of the shells, and the shell having 
the member engaging the front face of the 
panel being the innermost shell, a threaded 
lens threaded into the internal thread of the 
innermost shell and a threaded lamp socket 
Support threaded into the internal thread of 
the same innermost shell, the said innermost 
shell having an in Wardly extending stop 
member for limiting the position of the said 
support in the innermost shell. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto sub 
scribed my name this 3rd day of August 
1927. . . . . . 

ALFRED CORBETT. 
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