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1. 

METHODS AND SYSTEMIS FOR 
TRANSMITTING SIGNALS 

DIFFERENTIALLY AND SINGLE-ENDEDLY 
ACROSSA PAR OF WIRES 

PRIORITY CLAIM 

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica 
tion Ser. No. 1 1/601,070, entitled “USE OF DIFFEREN 
TIAL PAIR AS SINGLE-ENDED DATA PATHS TO 
TRANSPORT LOW SPEED DATA filed Nov. 17, 2006, 
which is incorporated herein by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

Embodiments of the present invention relate to the trans 
mission and reception of both high speed and low speed serial 
data signals. Embodiments of the present invention also relate 
to the transmission and reception of both differential and 
single-ended signals. 

BACKGROUND 

Today, high speed signals such as video signals are typi 
cally sent from a source (e.g., host processor) to a sink (e.g., 
a display driver) using numerous single-ended signal paths 
along with a clock source. However, as the data rates increase, 
traditional complementary symmetry metal oxide semicon 
ductor/transistor transistor logic (CMOS/TTL) signaling is 
prone to electromagnetic interference (EMI) related prob 
lems. In addition, as the amount of data from source to sink 
increases (e.g., as resolution of displays increase), the number 
of signals from the source to sink also increase, which results 
in increased power consumption to transportfaster and wider 
signals from a source to a sink. This is undesirable, especially 
in portable devices. Accordingly, there is a need to reduce the 
power consumption that results from high speed signals being 
sent from Sources to sinks 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Embodiments of the present invention relate to systems 
and methods for transmitting signals across a pair of wires. In 
accordance with specific embodiments, a differential signal is 
transmitted across the pair of wires during one period of time, 
and two single-ended signals are transmitted across the same 
pair of wires during another period of time. Low Voltage 
differential signaling (LVDS) can be used to transmit the 
differential signal across the pair of wires. In contrast, non 
differential signaling can be used to transfer the two singled 
ended signals across the same pair of wires. Such pair of wires 
can be, e.g., a twisted pair, or a pair of conductive traces, but 
are not limited thereto. 

Embodiments of the present invention can be used, e.g., to 
reduce power consumption in a mobile device that has an 
active mode and a sleep or standby mode. In accordance with 
specific embodiments, the LVDS is performed when a device 
is in an active mode, and the non-differential signaling is used 
when the device is in a sleep or standby mode. Stated another 
way, the pair of wires can be used as a single differential pair, 
when the device is in a first mode (e.g., active mode), and the 
same pair of wires can be used as two separate serial lines 
(e.g., I2C type SDA and SCL lines), when the device is in the 
second mode (e.g., sleep or standby mode). 

In accordance with specific embodiments of the present 
invention, a system includes a transmitter having a pair of 
outputs, and a receiver having a pair of inputs. The pair of 
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2 
outputs of the transmitter are configured to be connected, by 
a pair of wires, to the two inputs of the receiver. The trans 
mitter, when in a first mode (e.g., active mode), outputs a 
differential signal at the two outputs to transmit across the two 
wires to the two inputs of the receiver. In contrast, when the 
transmitter is in a second mode (e.g., sleep or standby mode), 
the transmitter outputs two single-ended signals, one at each 
of the two outputs, to transmit across the same two wires to 
the two inputs of the receiver. 

In accordance with specific embodiments, the receiver can 
also be in the first mode and the second mode. The receiver 
can treat signals received at its two inputs as a differential 
signal, when the receiver is in the first mode; and the receiver 
can treat signals received at its two inputs as single-ended 
signals when the receiver is in the second mode. 

In accordance with specific embodiments, the transmitter 
and receiver each include a pair of Switches that are used to 
specify whether I2C signals are to be transmitted as either an 
embedded portion of a differential signal across the pair of 
wires, or as two separate single-ended signals across the same 
pair of wires. 

Further embodiments, and the features, aspects, and advan 
tages of the present invention will become more apparent 
from the detailed description set forth below, the drawings 
and the claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a high level block diagram which is useful for 
explaining one scheme for transferring both high speed and 
low speed signals between a transmitter and a receiver. 

FIG. 2 is a high level block diagram which is useful for 
explaining an alternative scheme for transferring both high 
speed and low speed signals between a transmitter and a 
receiver. The scheme of FIG. 2 allows for less power con 
sumption than the scheme of FIG. 1, but requires more wires 
between the transmitter and receiver. 

FIG. 3 is a high level block diagram which is useful for 
explaining embodiments of the present invention that can be 
used to reduce power consumption without increasing the 
number of wires between a transmitter and a receiver. 

FIGS. 4 and 5 are high level flow diagrams that are useful 
for Summarizing specific embodiments of the present inven 
tion. 

FIG. 6 is a high level block diagram illustrating how the 
transmitter and receivers of FIG. 3 can be portions of trans 
ceivers. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Various signals need to be sent from a source to a sink, e.g., 
when the Source is a host processor and the sink is a display 
driver. Such signals can include RGB signals, horizontal and 
vertical synchronization signals (HSYNC and VSYNC), a 
processor clock signal (PCLKIN), a data enable signal (DA 
TAEN) and a reset/power down signal (RESET/PWRDN). 
Also, additional low speed control signals, such as Inter 
Integrated Circuit (I2C) signals, may also need to be sent. An 
example of this is shown in FIG. 1, described below. 

FIG. 1 shows a transmitter 112 and a receiver 132 that are 
used to send video signals from a host processor 102 (also 
referred to simply as a host) to a display driver 152. The 
display driver 152, which likely includes column and row 
drivers, drives a display (not shown). Such as a liquid crystal 
display (LCD) of a mobile phone, camera, or other mobile 
device. 
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The transmitter 112 is shown as including an input latch 
114, a serializer 116, an output stage 118 and a timing, control 
and phase locked loop (PLL) block 120. The receiver 132 is 
shown as including an input stage 138, a deserializer136, an 
output latch 134, as well as a clock and data recovery (CDR) 
and control block 140. 
The host is shown as providing RGB, RESET/PWRDN, 

HSYNC, VSYNC, DATAEN and PCLKIN signals to the 
transmitter 112, so that the transmitter 112 can send such 
signals, or other signals indicative of Such signals, to the 
receiver 132. Additionally, lower speed I2C signals, including 
serial clock (SCL) and serial data (SDA) signals are provided 
to the transmitter 112 for sending to the receiver 132. The 
SCL and SDA signals are shown as being generated by a 
micro-controller 104 that is in communication with the host 
102, but instead can be generated by the host 102 or some 
other component. While a further micro-controller 154 is 
shown as receiving the SCL and SDA signals, such signals 
can instead be provided to the display driver 152 or some 
other component. 
A pair of wires 130 connect the output stage 118 of the 

transmitter 112 to the input stage 138 of the receiver 132. The 
serializer 116 and output stage 118 together with the input 
stage 138 and deserializer136 enable the use of a low voltage 
differential signaling (LVDS) based serialization and deseri 
alization (SERDES) scheme to be used to send data across the 
pair of wires 130 in a fast and power efficient manner that 
avoids EMI problems. Additionally, the CDR circuit 140 is 
used to eliminate the need to send separate clock signal(s) on 
separate wire(s). 
The serializer 116 converts the parallel RGB bits, received 

via the input latch 114, to a serial signal. Additionally, the 
serializer 116 embeds the RESET/PWRDN, HSYNC, 
VSYNC, DATAEN and PCKLIN signals, or signals repre 
sentative thereof, into the serial signal. Also, in the embodi 
ment shown in FIG.1, the serializer 116 also embeds the SCL 
and SDA signals, or signals representative thereof, into the 
serial signal. The serializer uses a time multiplexing scheme 
to embed the various signals into the serial signal. 

To provide for low power and high speed communication, 
low voltage differential signaling (LVDS) is used to send the 
serial data signal from the transmitter 112 to the receiver 132. 
To accomplish this, the output stage 118 converts the single 
ended serial data signal output by the serializer 116 into a 
differential signal with low Voltage Swings, in a well known 
manner. In addition to providing for low power and high 
speed communication, this transmission scheme provides for 
good common-mode rejection and noise immunity. Because 
of its operation, the output stage 118 can also be referred to as 
a LVDS transmitter 118. LVDS provides for transmission in 
the GHZ range, or at least the MHs range. In contrast, I2C 
provides for transmission in the 100-400 KHZ range. 
The high speed differential signals are sent from the trans 

mitter 112 to the receiver 132 across the pair of wires 130. 
Such wires 130 can be a twisted-pair, but need not be. Further, 
since the term "wire' as used herein refers to a conductive 
signal path, the pair of wires 130 can be a pair of conductive 
traces. 

The input stage 138 converts the LVDS differential signal 
received across the pair of wires 130 to a single-ended serial 
digital signal. Because of its operation, the input stage 138 
can also be referred to as a LVDS receiver. The deserializer 
136 receives the single-ended serial signal, from the output of 
the input stage 138, and provides parallel RGB bits to the 
output latch 134. The deserializer 136 also provides the 
RESET/PWRDN, HSYNC, VSYNC, DATAEN and PCK 
LIN signals, or signals representative thereof, to the CDR and 
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4 
control block 140. The CDR and control block 140 recovers 
the clock signal(s), and provides RESET/PWRDN, HSYNC, 
VSYNC, DATAEN and PCKLOUT signals to the display 
driver 152. Additionally, in this embodiment, the deserializer 
136 de-embeds the SCL and SDA signals, or signals repre 
sentative thereof, and the CDR and control block 140 pro 
vides those signals to the micro-controller 154, or to the 
display driver 152 or some other component. The deserializer 
136 uses time de-multiplexing to separate out all the various 
signals that were combined by the serializer 116 into a serial 
signal. 

Presuming the components shown in FIG. 1 are within a 
mobile device, such as a cellphone or camera, it is likely that 
the device would be in sleep mode or standby mode a majority 
(e.g., 80%) of the time, to preserve the device's battery life. 
While in sleep or standby mode, it is preferably to have as 
many components as possible inactive, so that they are not 
drawing power. For example, while the transmitter 112 is in 
sleep or standby mode, it may be desired that all components 
involved in high speed communications be inactive, includ 
ing the input latch 114, the serializer 116, the LVDS trans 
mitter 118 and the timing, control and PLL block 120 (all 
shown in heavy lines in the FIGS.). Nevertheless, even during 
sleep mode there is often still a need to send low speed data 
signals, such as the I2C signals (SCL and SDA), e.g., from the 
micro-controller 104 to the micro-controller 154. For this 
reason, the embodiment of FIG. 1 is power inefficient, 
because at least the timing, control and PLL block 120, seri 
alizer 116, output stage 118 of the transmitter, and the input 
stage 138, deserializer136 and CDR and control block 140 of 
the receiver, would still need to be powered to enable the low 
speed (e.g., SCL and SDA) lines to be transmitted. This can 
result, e.g., in exercising a circuit at 25 MHz to transporta 100 
KHZ control signal, which is not an efficient scheme. 
As shown in FIG. 2, one way to avoid the just mentioned 

power inefficiency problem would be to provide two addi 
tional wires 230 between the transmitter 112 and the receiver 
132, with the additional wires 230 being dedicated to trans 
ferring the low speed (e.g., I2C) signals. However, this is not 
preferred, as it is desirable to not increase the number of wires 
between components. Embodiments of the present invention, 
as described below with reference to FIG. 3, provide for a 
more eloquent Solution that does not increase the number of 
wires between the transmitter 112 and the receiver 132. 

Referring to FIG.3, a pair of switches 326 are added within 
the transmitter 112 and a pair of switches 346 are added 
within the receiver 132, for reasons that will be described 
below. Alternatively, but less preferably, such switches 326 
and 346 can be external to the transmitter 112 and receiver 
132. In accordance with an embodiment, switches 326 and 
346 are analog Switches implemented using transistors. 

In accordance with an embodiment, the Switches 326 and 
346 are open (i.e., off) when there is a need to send high speed 
signals between the transmitter 112 and the receiver 132, e.g., 
when the host is providing high speed RGB, RESET/ 
PWRDN, HSYNC, VSYNC, DATAEN and PCKLIN signals 
as an embedded LVDS signal to the transmitter 112. When the 
switches 326 and 346 are open (i.e., off), the low speed 
control signals (e.g., SCL and SDA) are also embedded by the 
transmitter 112 into the LVDS signal that is sent across the 
pair of wires 130, and the receiver 132 de-embeds such low 
speed control signals, in the same manner as was described 
above with reference to FIG. 1. However, when there is no 
need to send high speed signals between the transmitter 112 
and receiver 132, e.g., when the host is not providing RGB, 
RESET/PWRDN, HSYNC, VSYNC, DATAEN and PCK 
LIN signals to the transmitter 112, the switches 326 and 346 
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are closed (i.e., turned on). Additionally, when there is no 
need to send high speed signals between the transmitter 112 
and receiver 132, the transmitter 112 and receiver 132 can be 
placed in sleep or standby mode, allowing all (or at least 
Some) of the components (shown in heavy lines) involved in 
high speed communications to be inactive. In the transmitter 
112, the components that can be inactive (and thus generally 
consuming only transistor leakage power) during sleep or 
standby mode include the input latch 114, the serializer 116, 
the output stage 118 and the timing, control and PLL block 
120. The host 102 may also be inactive, or at least in a lower 
power mode. In the receiver 132, the components that can be 
inactive during sleep or standby mode include the input stage 
138, the deserializer136, the output latch 134 and the CDR 
and control block 140. 
A mode controller 322 within the transmitter 112 and a 

mode controller 342 within the receiver 132 can be used to 
detect when it is appropriate for the transmitter 112 and the 
receiver 132 to be in a sleep or standby mode, as opposed to 
an active mode. As the terms are generally used herein the 
terms “sleep' and “standby' are used to identify power saving 
modes where certain components are fully or at least partially 
inactive. However, it should be noted that it is also possible 
that there can be more than one selectable power saving 
mode, e.g., where one mode saves more power than another. 

There are various ways in which the mode controllers 322 
and 342 can determine when to cause the transmitter 112 and 
receiver 132 to go into a sleep or standby mode, or more 
generally, into a reduced power mode. For example, the mode 
controller 322 can monitor the PCLKIN signal, and the mode 
controller 342 can monitor the PCLKOUT signal, as shown in 
FIG.3. In this manner, when the mode controller322 does not 
detect the PCLKIN signal (e.g., for at least a specified period 
of time) the mode controller322 can cause the transmitter 112 
to go into sleep or standby mode. Similarly, when the mode 
controller 342 does not detect the PCLKOUT signal (e.g., for 
at least a specified period of time) the mode controller 342 can 
cause the receiver 132 to go into sleep or standby mode. It is 
also possible that alternative signals, such as the DATAEN 
signal, be monitored for determining when to Switch between 
sleep or standby mode and active mode. In other words, the 
mode controllers 322 and 342 can monitor the presence or 
absence of a signal to know when the transmitter 112 and 
receiver 132 should be in a sleep/standby mode, or in active 
mode. 
As shown in FIG. 3, the mode controller 322 can also be 

used to control the switches 326, and the mode controller342 
can also be used to control the switches 346. More specifi 
cally, in accordance with an embodiment of the present inven 
tion, the mode controller 322 closes (i.e., turns on) the pair of 
switches 326 when the mode controller 322 causes the trans 
mitter 112 to go into sleep or standby mode, and opens (i.e., 
turns off) the pair of switches 326 when the mode controller 
322 causes the transmitter 112 to go back to active mode. 
Similarly, the mode controller 342 closes (i.e., turns on) the 
pair of switches 346 when the mode controller 132 causes the 
receiver 132 to go into sleep or standby mode, and opens (i.e., 
turns off) the pair of switches 346 when the mode controller 
342 causes the receiver 132 to go back to active mode. The 
mode controllers 322 and 342 can be simple state machines or 
the like, as would be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in 
the art. 
When the switches 326 and 346 are closed (i.e., turned on), 

the low speed signals (e.g., SCL and SDA) are transmitted 
from the transmitter 112 to the receiver 132 via the same pair 
of wires 130 that are used for high speed low voltage differ 
ential signaling (LVDS) when the transmitter 112 and 
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6 
receiver 132 are in active mode. However, when the pair of 
wires 130 are used for high speed LVDS (and the switches 
326 and 346 are open), the pair of wires are used as a differ 
ential pair. In contrast, when the switches 326 and 346 are 
closed (i.e., turned on), the pair of wires 130 are used to 
transmit low speed signals, with the pair of wires being used 
as two separate single-ended serial lines, e.g., one which 
transmits an SCL signal, and the other which transmits an 
SDA signal. 
As shown in FIG. 3, buffers 124 and 144 are provided to 

enable bi-directionality of slow speed data, impedance 
matching, and circuit isolation 
The high level flow diagram of FIG. 4 is useful for sum 

marizing specific embodiments of the present invention that 
can be used, e.g., to reduce power consumption in a mobile 
device that has a first mode (e.g., an active mode) and a second 
mode (e.g., a sleep or standby mode). Referring to FIG. 4, at 
a step 402, low voltage differential signaling (LVDS) is used 
to transfer both a first type of information (e.g., high speed 
data and clock) and a second type of information (e.g., low 
speed I2C data and clock) across a pair of wires (e.g., 130), 
when the device is in the first mode (e.g., active mode). In 
contrast, as shown at step 404, non-differential signaling is 
used to transfer the second type of information (e.g., the low 
speed I2C data and clock), but not the first type of information 
(e.g., the high speed data and clock), across the same pair of 
wires (e.g., 130), when the device is in the second mode (e.g., 
sleep or standby mode). 

In accordance with specific embodiments, at step 402, the 
pair of wires (e.g., 130) are used as a single differential pair, 
when the device is in the first mode (e.g., active mode). In 
contrast, at step 404, the pair of wires (e.g., 130) are used as 
two separate single-ended serial lines, when the device is in 
the second mode (e.g., sleep or standby mode). 

FIG. 5 is a high level flow diagram that also summarizes 
specific embodiments of the present invention. As shown in 
FIG. 5, at a step 502, a differential signal is transmitted across 
a pair of wires during a period of time; and at a step 504 two 
single-ended signals are transmitted across the same pair of 
wires during another period of time. As explained above, low 
voltage differential signaling (LVDS) can be used to transmit 
the differential signal across the pair of wires; and non-dif 
ferential signaling can be used to transfer the two single 
ended signals across the same pair of wires. As explained 
above, the pair of wires can be, but are not limited to, a twisted 
pair or a pair of conductive traces. In specific embodiments, 
step 502 can be performed when a device is in an active mode: 
and step 504 can be performed when a device is in a sleep or 
standby mode. 

In FIG. 3 the transmitter 132 is shown as being associated 
with a host processor 102 that transmits video and control 
signals to a receiver 132 that is shown as being associated 
with a display driver 152. However, such an environment is 
only one exemplary environment in which embodiments of 
the present invention can be used. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would understand, from the above description, that 
embodiments of the present invention can be used in other 
environments where there is the desire to use a pair of wires 
for both high speed differential signaling and lower speed 
single-ended signaling. The reason for Switching between the 
two types of signaling, as explained above, can be to reduce 
power consumption. However, there can be other reasons why 
this may be desired. 

In FIG. 3, the transmitter 112 is shown as being in com 
munication with the receiver 132. While not specifically 
shown in FIG. 3, the transmitter 112 can be part of a trans 
ceiver. Similarly, the receiver 132 can be part of another 
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transceiver. An example of this is shown in FIG. 6. Although 
not shown, the transceiver 612 will likely also include a CDR 
and control block similar to 140; and the transceiver 632 will 
likely also include a transmit timing, control and PLL block 
similar to block 120. Also, while not specifically show in FIG. 
6, many of the signals can be bi-directional where transceiv 
ers are used. In the embodiment shown, the transceivers pro 
vide for half-duplex communications of the SCL and SDA 
signals. 

It is also possible that each transceiver includes a serializer/ 
deserializer (SerDes) capable of full-duplex operation, mean 
ing that data conversion can take place in both directions 
simultaneously. In Such an embodiment, there wouldn't be a 
need for each transceiver to include a separate serializer and 
deserializer. 
The forgoing description is of the preferred embodiments 

of the present invention. These embodiments have been pro 
vided for the purposes of illustration and description, but are 
not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the 
precise forms disclosed. Many modifications and variations 
will be apparent to a practitioner skilled in the art. Embodi 
ments were chosen and described in order to best describe the 
principles of the invention and its practical application, 
thereby enabling others skilled in the art to understand the 
invention. It is intended that the scope of the invention be 
defined by the following claims and their equivalents. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method for use by a transmitter, for transmitting sig 

nals from the transmitter across a pair of wires to a receiver, 
comprising: 

(a) monitoring for the presence or absence of a predeter 
mined signal that is indicative of whether or not video 
signals are being provided to the transmitter for trans 
mission to the receiver, 

(b) selecting one of a first mode of operation and a second 
mode of operation based on results of the monitoring for 
the presence or absence of the predetermined signal; 

(c) transmitting differential signals across the pair of wires 
during a period of time when the first mode of operation 
is selected based on results of the monitoring, wherein 
the differential signals include video signals as well as 
Inter-Integrated Circuit (I2C) signals embedded with the 
Video signals, wherein the I2C signals include a serial 
clock signal (SCL) and a serial data signal (SDA); and 

(d) transmitting two single-ended signals across the same 
pair of wires during another period of time when the 
second mode of operation is selected based on results of 
the monitoring, wherein one of the two single-ended 
signals comprises the SCL I2C signal, the other one of 
the two single-ended signals comprises the SDA I2C 
signal, and neither of the two single-ended signals com 
prises a video signal. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the predetermined sig 
nal, for which the presence or absence is being monitored for 
at step (a), comprises a signal that is selectively provided to 
the transmitter used for transmitting signals across the pair of 
wires. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the predetermined sig 
nal comprises one of a data enable signal (DATAEN) and a 
processor clock signal (PCLK). 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein step (b) comprises: 
(b. 1) selecting the first mode of operation if the predeter 
mined signal is detected; and 

(b.2) selecting the second mode of operation if the prede 
termined signal is not detected. 
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5. The method of claim 1, wherein: 
the first mode of operation is an active mode; and 
the second mode of operation is a sleep or standby mode. 
6. The method of claim 5, wherein the sleep or standby 

mode is a reduced power mode as compared to the active 
mode. 

7. A method for transmitting signals across a pair of wires, 
comprising: 

(a) monitoring for the presence or absence of a predeter 
mined signal; 

(b) selecting one of a first mode of operation and a second 
mode of operation based on results of the monitoring for 
the presence or absence of the predetermined signal; 

(c) transmitting differential signals across the pair of wires 
during a period of time when the first mode of operation 
is selected based on results of the monitoring; and 

(d) transmitting two single-ended signals across the same 
pair of wires during another period of time when the 
second mode of operation is selected based on results of 
the monitoring; 
wherein at Step (c) the differential signals being trans 

mitted across the pair of wires comprise high speed 
signals as well as first and second low speed signals 
embedded with the high speed signals, wherein the 
high speed signals are transferred at a speed that is at 
least 1 MHz, and wherein the low speed signals are 
transferred at a speed of no more than 400 KHZ; and 

wherein at Step (d) one of the two single-ended signals 
being transmitted across one of the wires comprises 
the first low speed signal, and the other one of the two 
single-ended signals being transmitted across the 
other one of the wires comprises the second low speed 
signal, and neither of the two single-ended signals 
comprise the high speed signals. 

8. A method for transmitting signals across a pair of wires, 
comprising: 

(a) monitoring for at least one of a data enable signal 
(DATAEN) and a processor clock signal (PCLK); 

(b) selecting one of a first mode of operation and a second 
mode of operation based on results of the monitoring; 

(c) transmitting differential signals across the pair of wires 
during a period of time when the first mode of operation 
is selected based on results of the monitoring; and 

(d) transmitting two single-ended signals across the same 
pair of wires during another period of time when the 
second mode of operation is selected based on results of 
the monitoring; 
wherein at Step (c) the differential signals being trans 

mitted across the pair of wires comprise high speed 
signals as well as first and second low speed signals 
embedded with the high speed signals, wherein the 
high speed signals are transferred at a speed that is at 
least 1 MHz, and wherein the low speed signals are 
transferred at a speed of no more than 400 KHZ; and 

wherein at Step (d) one of the two single-ended signals 
being transmitted across one of the wires comprises 
the first low speed signal, and the other one of the two 
single-ended signals being transmitted across the 
other one of the wires comprises the second low speed 
signal, and neither of the two single-ended signals 
comprise the high speed signals. 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein step (b) comprises: 
(b.1) selecting the first mode of operation if the at least one 

of the data enable signal (DATAEN) and the processor 
clock signal (PCLK) is/are detected; and 
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(b.2) selecting the second mode of operation if the at least 
one of the data enable signal (DATAEN) and the proces 
sor clock signal (PCLK) is/are not detected. 

10. The method of claim 8, wherein: 
the first mode of operation is an active mode; and 
the second mode of operation is a sleep or standby mode. 
11. The method of claim 10, wherein the sleep or standby 

mode is a reduced power mode as compared to the active 
mode. 

12. A method for use by a circuit that is configured to 
transmit signals across a pair of wires to a further circuit, 
comprising: 

(a) monitoring for the presence or absence of a predeter 
mined signal that is selectively provided to an input of 
the circuit and is indicative of whether video signals are 
being provided to the circuit for transmission to the 
further circuit; 

(b) selecting one of a first mode of operation and a second 
mode of operation for the circuit based on results of the 
monitoring for the presence or absence of the predeter 
mined signal; 

(c) configuring the circuit to transmit differential signals 
across the pair of wires during a period of time when the 
first mode of operation is selected based on results of the 
monitoring for the presence or absence of the predeter 
mined signal, wherein the differential signals include 
video signals as well as Inter-Integrated Circuit (I2C) 
signals embedded with the video signals, wherein the 
I2C signals include a serial clock signal (SCL) and a 
serial data signal (SDA); and 

(d) configuring the circuit to transmit two single-ended 
signals across the same pair of wires during another 
period of time when the second mode of operation is 
selected based on results of the monitoring for the pres 
ence or absence of the predetermined signal, wherein 
one of the two single-ended signals comprises the SCL 
I2C signal, the other one of the two single-ended signals 
comprises the SDA I2C signal, and neither of the two 
single-ended signals comprises a video signal. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the predetermined 
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selected based on results of the monitoring for the pres 
ence or absence of the predetermined signal; 
wherein at Step (c) the differential signals being trans 

mitted across the pair of wires comprise high speed 
signals as well as first and second low speed signals 
embedded with the high speed signals, wherein the 
high speed signals are transferred at a speed that is at 
least 1 MHz, and wherein the low speed signals are 
transferred at a speed of no more than 400 KHZ; and 

wherein at Step (d) one of the two single-ended signals 
being transmitted across one of the wires comprises 
the first low speed signal, and the other one of the two 
single-ended signals being transmitted across the 
other one of the wires comprises the second low speed 
signal, and neither of the two single-ended signals 
comprise the high speed signals. 

17. A mode controller configured to control how transmit 
ter circuitry transmits signals across a pair of wires, wherein 
the mode controller is configured to: 

determine whether a predetermined signal is detected at a 
predetermined terminal, wherein detection of the prede 
termined signal at the predetermined terminal is indica 
tive of whether video signals are being provided to the 
transmitter circuitry for transmission to receiver cir 
cuitry; 

select one of a first mode of operation and a second mode 
of operation based on whether the predetermine signal is 
detected at the predetermined terminal; 

configure the transmitter circuitry to transmit differential 
signals across the pair of when the first mode of opera 
tion is selected, wherein the differential signals include 
video signals as well as Inter-Integrated Circuit (I2C) 
signals embedded with the video signals, wherein the 
I2C signals include a serial clock signal (SCL) and a 
serial data signal (SDA); and 

configure the transmitter circuitry to transmit two single 
ended signals across the same pair of wires when the 
second mode of operation is selected, wherein one of the 
two single-ended signals comprises the SCL I2C signal, 

signal comprises one of a data enable signal (DATAEN) and 
a processor clock signal (PCLK). 

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the second mode of 

the other one of the two single-ended signals comprises 
the SDA I2C signal, and neither of the two single-ended 
signals comprises a video signal. 

operation is a reduced power mode as compared to the first 
mode of operation. 

15. The method of claim 14, wherein step (b) comprises: 
(b. 1) selecting the first mode of operation if the predeter 
mined signal is detected; and 

(b.2) selecting the second mode of operation if the prede 
termined signal is not detected. 

16. A method for use by a circuit that is configured to 
transmit signals across a pair of wires, comprising: 

(a) monitoring for the presence or absence of a predeter 
mined signal that is selectively provided to an input of 
the circuit; 

(b) selecting one of a first mode of operation and a second 
mode of operation for the circuit based on results of the 
monitoring for the presence or absence of the predeter 
mined signal; 

(c) configuring the circuit to transmit differential signals 
across the pair of wires during a period of time when the 
first mode of operation is selected based on results of the 
monitoring for the presence or absence of the predeter 
mined signal; and 

(d) configuring the circuit to transmit two single-ended 
signals across the same pair of wires during another 
period of time when the second mode of operation is 
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18. The mode controller of claim 17, wherein the predeter 
mined signal comprises one of a data enable signal (DA 
TAEN) and a processor clock signal (PCLK), and wherein the 
predetermined terminal comprises an input terminal config 
ured to accept the one of the data enable signal (DATAEN) 
and the processor clock signal (PCLK). 

19. The mode controller of claim 17, wherein the second 
mode of operation is a reduced power mode as compared to 
the first mode of operation. 

20. A system, comprising: 
transmitter circuitry configured to transmit signals across a 

pair of wires connected to a pair of outputs of the trans 
mitter circuitry; and 

a mode controller configured to control how the transmitter 
circuitry transmits signals across the pair of wires; 

wherein the mode controller is configured to 
determine whether a predetermined signal is detected at 

a predetermined terminal; 
Select one of a first mode of operation and a second mode 

of operation based on whether the predetermine sig 
nal is detected at the predetermined terminal; 

configure the transmitter circuitry to transmit differen 
tial signals across the pair of when the first mode of 
operation is selected; and 
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configure the transmitter circuitry to transmit two 
single-ended signals across the same pair of wires 
when the second mode of operation is selected, 

wherein detection of the predetermined signal at the pre 
determined terminal is indicative of whether video sig 
nals are being provided to the transmitter circuitry for 
transmission to receiver circuitry; 

wherein the differential signals include video signals as 
well as Inter-Integrated Circuit (I2C) signals embedded 
with the video signals, wherein the I2C signals include a 
serial clock signal (SCL) and a serial data signal (SDA); 
and 

wherein one of the two single-ended signals comprises the 
SCL I2C signal, the other one of the two single-ended 
signals comprises the SDAI2C signal, and neither of the 
two single-ended signals comprises a video signal. 
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21. The system of claim 20, wherein the predetermined 

signal comprises one of a data enable signal (DATAEN) and 
a processor clock signal (PCLK), and wherein the predeter 
mined terminal comprises an input terminal configured to 
accept the one of the data enable signal (DATAEN) and the 
processor clock signal (PCLK). 

22. The system of claim 20, wherein the second mode of 
operation is a reduced power mode as compared to the first 
mode of operation. 

23. The method of claim 1, wherein the transmitter is part 
of a first transceiver and the receiver is part of a second 
transceiver. 

24. The mode controller of claim 17, wherein the transmit 
ter circuitry is part of a transceiver. 
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