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My invention relates to guards usually applied foreibly, the shock is absorbed and clashing or
frontally of automobile bumpers at the points of marring effects on other bumpers are avoided.

most probable impact or collision, and my main The center of the head 9 is preferably made

object is to provide a guard of this kind with & with a recess 94 in which I lodge a reflector jewel

novel cushioning element by means of which 12 so as to be. clearly seen frontally of the car.
shocks of direct impact are absorbed. ) The marginal portion 12a of the jewel is firmly

A further object of the invention is to design imbedded in the stock of the cushioning element
the novel cushioning element as an attachment so that no special securing means are necessary

for easy application and removal. for the jewel. .

19 Another object of the invention is to construct It will be seen that the novel features present o
the novel cushioning element in the form of a- a neat and effective improvement in humper
button and with integral retaining means for guards, saving the same and other bumpers from
attachment to the guard. injury and eliminating shocks and damage. The

An additional object of the invention is to device is easily attachable and may be removed

15 incorporate in the novel cushioning element a by simply pulling it out, in case where the head 15

reflecting jewel for purposes of attraction. has become worn or deformed, and easily re-

With the above objects in view and any others placed. Finally, with the addition of the reflector
that may suggest themselves from the specifi- jewel, the device also serves as an attraction and
cation and claims to follow, a better understand- signal to other cars.
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20 ing of the invention may be had by reference to I claim:— -o29
the accompanying drawing, in which— 1. In a device of the typs described, the com-
Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a typical bumper bination of a metal bar having an opening there-
guard improved with my invention; through, a cushioning member of yielding ma-
Fig. 2 is a side view partly in section, and terial secured on the front face of said bar and

25 Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the novel cush- having a socket in its front face substantially 2o
ioning element. . opposite to said opening, and a reflector secured -
Referring specifically to the drawing, 5 denotes  in sald socket so arranged as to be capable of
a typical guard of the character mentioned; the yielding backwardly through said opening upon
same having suitable clamping means 6 on the heavy backward pressure on said cushioning
30 rear side for securing it to a bar type of bumper - member or on said reflector. 50
1. Incidentally, the type of clamping means or 9. In a device of the type described, the com-
particular form of the guard is immaterial to bination of a metal bar having an opening there-
the present invention, and I make no claim through, & cushioning member of yielding ma-
therefor. terial secured on the front face of said bar and
35 Guards of the type under consideration are having a socket in its front face substantially o
ordinarily of hollow or dished form, and for the opposite to said opzning, and a reflector secured
purpose of my invention I make a perforation 8  in said socket and spaced well back from the for-
in tlge front wa}l: of tﬁe guardlat thg height ?f ward open end of the socket whereby. the reflec-
the bumper. The cushioning element is a single  tor is protected from a blow from the front and
40 piece of soft rubber formed with a button head 9,  is protected with respect to backward pressure 49
ahneck. IoFa}nd3a disc |1 in succession as clearly thereon by its ability to yield backwardly through
. shown in Fig. J. ' said opening. :
The neck 10 of the cushioning element is ap-  °3, Ix;pea, device of the type described, the com-
proximately of the same diameter as the perfo-  pination of & transverse bumper bar, a second
45 ratlf.n d8 11;n ttr;le glu%:d Sg thfat the Clé;hlog may t"? par secured in crossed relationship. to said first =
?fl’p ied to the latter by forcing the Liange named bar and having an opening through a
rough the perforation so 25 .9 overlie the latter R X . ; R
on the inside of the guard as shown clearly in portion in fr‘ont of said first narp.ed. bar and in
Fig. 2. The head & is, of course, larger than the spaced relation thereto, a cushioning member.
50 flange and occupies the greater portion of the of yielding material extending through said j,
guard at the height of the bumper. opening and held in position therein by outwardly
As mounted, the head 9 of the cushioning ele- extending flange portions at opposite faces of:
ment presents a thick rubber cushion frontally —said second named bar and having a socket in its
of the guard and at a height to meet the bumpers ~ front face substantially opp_OSIte said opening,
55 of other cars, but instead of striking the same and 2 reflector secured in said socket and yield- 55
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able backwardly through said opehing upon back-
ward pressure thereon.

4. In a device of the type described, the com-
bination of a transverse bumper bar, a second
bar secured in crossed relationship to said first
named bar and having an opening through a por-
tion in front of said first named bar and in
spaced relation thereto, a cushioning member of
yielding material extending through said opening
and held in position therein by ocutwardly ex-
tending flange portions at opposite faces of said
second named bar and having a socket in its
front face substantially opposite said opening,
and g reflector secured in said socket in sub-
stantially spaced relation backwardly with re-
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spect to the forward open end of the socket and
of smaller diameter than said opening whereby
said reflector is adapted to yield backwardly
through said opening.

5. In a device of the type described, the com-
bination of a metal bar having an opening there-
through, a cushioning member of yielding mate-
rial having an cutwardly open groove into which
the metal of the bar about the opening extends
for holding the cushioning member in position
and having a socket in its front face provided
with an inwardly open groove at its rear end,
and a reflector secured in said inwardly open
groove and held in position by said member.

FRANK C. HOWARD.
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