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57) ABSTRACT 
A paint applicator in the form of separate sheets of 
rigid and absorbent materials bonded together and 
having the same length but differing widths. The nar 
rower absorbent material projects in one direction 
from the bond area for immersion in a paint to be ap 
plied and the wider rigid material projects in the other 
direction from the bond area, serving as a handle. The 
materials may be in the form of long strips when 
bonded, for subsequent cutting to particular lengths 
for specific applications. 

1 Claim, 3 Drawing Figures 
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DSPOSABLE PANT APPLICATOR 

CROSS REFERENCE TO A COPENDING 
APPLICATION 

This is a continuation-in-part of application Ser. No. 
177,191, filed Sept. 21, 1971, now abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The need to apply paint or other fluids to objects is 
more or less omnipresent, and a need that often goes 
unfilled because of the lack of a suitably sized paint 
brush for the job at hand and/or the disagreeable neces 
sity to thoroughly clean brushes after use in order to 
preserve the usefulness of relatively expensive bristle or 
filament type brushes. 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION AND OBJECTS 

An object of this invention is to provide an applicator 
for fluid substances which, when in use, bears a resem 
blance to the conventional paint brush insofar as gen 
eral form is concerned but is nevertheless, for reasons 
of economy and convenience, a departure from the 
conventional materials and methods of fabrication. A 
benefit deriving from this economy is the feasibility of 
disposing of the device in its entirety after use. 
Another object is to provide an applicator the precise 

size and shape of which might be varied to suit the re 
quirements of the work in question. 

Still another object is to provide in a low cost paint 
applicator an opportunity to display advertising or in 
formational material on its prominent surfaces via the 
expedient of low cost, high speed printing techniques, 
or other methods, 
How these objects are to be realized will be explained 

in detail in the following description and accompanying 
drawings of a preferred embodiment chosen for the 
purpose of this disclosure but not intended to be limit 
ing as to the method of achieving these objects. Varia 
tions from this specifically stated structure may suggest 
themselves to persons normally skilled in the art but 
they would yet remain within the spirit of this inven 
tion. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary elevational view of a strip of 
stock, of non-specific length, indicating by broken lines 
optional methods of cutting off applicators for specific 
uses. For example A and B have angled tips for painting 
interior corners or "cutting-in." C is for art work or 
very small areas. Many other variations are possible. 
FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken on line 2-2 of FIG. 

1. 
FIG. 3 is a view in perspective of a portion of the fab 

ricated stock strip cut off for use as a manual paint ap 
plicator. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

With reference to the numbers appearing on the 
drawing 10 is the stiffener or strip of rigid material 
which imparts the desired degree of resilience to the 
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absorbent material 11 of the applicator per se, which 
is by preference a plastic material that is soft and yield 
able. The absorbent material 11 and the stiffener 10 
may be in the form of sheets or strip. One surface of the 
main body of the absorbant material 11 adjoins the sur 
face 15 of the stiffener in the vicinity of one edge and 
is fixed thereto by bonding or other suitable means. 
The full length of the absorbent material, which is 
equal in length to the longitudinal dimension of the 
stiffener, extends beyond the edge of the stiffener and 
a portion of this edge is beveled as at 12. 
That portion of the stiffener surface 13 not contigu 

ous with the absorbent material, together with an 
equivalent area. 14 on the reverse side, provides a han 
dle for the purpose of manipulating the device as an ap 
plicator. The stiffener 10 is preferably a single thick 
ness thin section rigid material. It is readily apparent 
that the flat surfaces 13 and 14 are also well suited to 
the display of instructional material, advertising, label 
ing or other forms of communication. This is an impor 
tant advantage deriving from this construction. 
The body 11 is an elongated strip which is parallel 

piped in shape. The narrow side faces of the body are 
inclined with respect to the main faces thereof so that 
two beveled edges are formed. By making body 11 sym 
metrical, assembly of the stiffener and absorbent mate 
rial is facilitated in that either beveled edge of the body 
may be the applicator edge. 

It is contemplated that this invention is to be pro 
duced in strips of various lengths to be subsequently cut 
to the size desired for use, and also that it can be pro 
duced already cut to optimum size for use as individual 
applicators. 

I claim: 
1. In a construction for providing a plurality of de 

vices for applying paint, a single, elongated sheet-like 
member lying in a single plane formed of a relatively 
rigid material having a first surface and at least one side 
edge lying in a straight line, an elongated, relatively 
narrow body of resilient material substantially parallel 
piped in shape having a first planar surface secured to 
said first surface of said sheet-like member adjacent 
said edge and extending the length of said edge, said 
body being capable of absorbing paint, said body hav 
ing a second planar surface generally parallel to said 
first planar surface, said body having a third planar sur 
face inclined at an angle with respect to said first sur 
face of the sheet-like member and the second planar 
surface of the body to form a resilient lip-like portion 
extending the length of said edge and being spaced out 
wardly and downwardly from said edge, said sheet-like 
member and said body having a size so that a plurality 
of separate sections may be formed therefrom by sepa 
ration along spaced lines which intersect said edge 
whereby each section has a portion of said sheet-like 
member and a portion of said body to form one of said 
devices and wherein said portion of said sheet-like 
member has a width so that it can be used as a handle 
and said portion of said body can be used for the appli 
cation of paint. 
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