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The invention concerns an illumination system comprising an
optical axis (OA) and a polarization-influencing arrangement (10,
40, 50), wherein said arrangement (10) includes a first wedge
plate (11, 41, 51) with a first wedge direction which extends
perpendicularly to the optical axis (OA) in the direction of a
maximum change in thickness of the first wedge plate, and a
second wedge plate (12, 42, 52) with a second wedge direction
which extends perpendicularly to the optical axis in the direction

of a maximum change in thickness of the second wedge plate,
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wherein the first wedge plate and the second wedge plate are
arranged rotatably about the optical axis, wherein the first wedge
plate and the second wedge plate are respectively made from
birefringent crystal material having a respective optical axis, and
wherein in a starting position of the arrangement in which the first
wedge direction and the second wedge direction extend in
mutually parallel relationship, the optical crystal axis of the first
wedge plate and the optical crystal axis of the second wedge plate
o are oriented at an angle of 45° + 3° relative to each other, wherein
one of said two crystal axes is oriented perpendicularly or parallel

~ to the preferred polarization direction of the light impinging on

the arrangement.
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