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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

The mounting in accordance with the invention is for
use with an article of the type usually carried by a handle
which consists of a loop and a pair of coaxial trunnions
extending from the loop toward each other. The mounting

comprises a base member having a flat bottom wall ter-

minating in a pair of upwardly extending end walls, and
having end openings for receiving said trunnions. End-
wise retaining means are provided integral with the base
member and engageable with the trunnions for limiting
the longitudinal movement of the handle loop. The base
member takes up the entire load and a non-load bearing
cover member is engageable with the base member, which
cover member is complementary to the base member and
conceals from view tbe major portion thereof as well
as the trunnions.

—— R ——————

Background of the invention

Handle mountings of the type contemplated herein,
namely, for use in connection with luggage, brief cases,
attache cases, etc., have conventionally been made of
metal, such being required because the mounting trans-
mits the load of the article to the handle which is then
carried by an individual. Accordingly, the handle mount-
ing must be strong enough to transmit a load of substan-
tial weight and for this reason a metal handle mounting
is almost compulsory.

Handle mountings made entirely of metal, however,
have severe limitations. In the first place, the cost of mak-
ing the metal mounting is substantial, as compared to
other materials which can more cheaply be formed in the
required shape. Further, the use of conventional prior
art handle mountings limit the available aesthetic flexibil-
ity. More specifically, it is often desirable, from an
aesthetic point of view, to match color of the handle
mounting with that of the handle itself and with the body
of the article itself, the latter being often made of plastic.
The only way in which such color matching can be ac-
complished, where an all metal mounting is used, is by
coating the mounting, and such step adds to the cost and
does not always result in the desired color matching.

In accordance with the invention, the above mentioned
limitations have been solved without adding to the cost
of the artcle, and in fact, by decreasing the cost.

Summary of the invention

The limitations of the prior art set forth above are
solved in the present invention by providing a handle
mounting made of two parts. The first of these parts, re-
ferred to as the base member, is made of metal or other
material of sufficient strength and comprises the sole load
bearing portion of the handle mounting. Accordingly, it
is sufficiently sturdy to transmit the load presented by
the weight of the article to the handle. The other of these
parts is the cover member which is non-load bearing. It
covers the unattractive exposed portions of the handle and
handle mounting but defines substantially the entire visible
portion of the handle mounting. Because this cover is
non-load bearing, it can be molded of plastic at a very
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low cost, and as is well known, can be provided with a
color matching precisely the color of the other plastic
portions of the article. The cover member, supporting
only its own weight, can simply be engaged with the load
bearing base member by a snapping operation. The base
member which is the sigaificant one in terms of providing
the function of transmitting the load, can be used, in
accordance with the invention, with any one of a plural-
ity of complementary cover members which may vary
in color as well as in shape and which impart to the entire
handle mounting unusual aesthetic flexibility.

Brief description of the drawing

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an article of luggage
showing the handle thereof mounted in the handle mount-
ing in accordance with the invention, the article being
shown in fragment only.

FIG. 2 is an exploded view showing in perspective the
cover member partly broken away, and the base member
for the handle mounting in accordance with the invention,
together with a fragmentary view of the handle trunnions
adapted to be held in the mounting.

FIG. 3 is an clevation view partly in cross section of
the handle engaged in the handle mounting.

FIG. 4 is a section taken along line 4—4 of FIG. 3; and

FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the inter-
locked base and cover member.

Description of the preferred embodiment

Referring now to the drawings, there is shown in FIG. 1
an article of luggage 10 provided with a handle 12
mounted thereon by means of handle mounting 14 in ac-
cordance with the invention. Handle 12 as seen in FIGS. 2
and 3 is a conventional C shaped member terminating
in a pair of coaxial trunnions 16 and 18 whose general
purpose is to engage and be retained by the handle mount-
ing.

The handle mounting 14 comprises base member 20
and cover member 22. As best shown in FIG. 1, cover
member 22 comprises substantially the entire visible por-
tion of the handle mounting and therefore, from an
aesthetic point of view, cover member 22 is the one which
must be considered and designed for such purposes, ie.,
with ‘respect to color, shape and any other ornamental
design incorporated on its surface.

As best shown in FIG. 2, the base member 20 is a lon-
gitudinally extending member having a flat bottom wall
24 terminating in a pair of upwardly extending end walls
26 and 28. A pair of end trunnions 36 and 32 are provided
for receiving trunnions 16 and 18 of the handle. A pair of
upstanding retaining means 34 and 36 are provided, pref-
erably at the inner edges of apertures 3¢ and 32 and de-
fine stop means for trunnions 16 and 18, thereby defining
means for limiting the longitudinal movement of the
handle loop. The side edges of base member 2@ are pro-
vided, for the entire longitudinal extents thereof, with
raised flanges 38 and 49, respectively. These flanges, apart
from other functions to be described hereafter, serve to
rigidify and strengthen the base member. A pair of holes
42 and 44 are provided in base member 20 to accommo-
date screws or other means for securing the base to the
body of the article 16, as best shown in FIG. 3. It will be
apparent that the construction of base member 20 is such
that it is made of a single piece with stops 34 and 36 be-
ing formed from the portions struck out to define aper-
tures 30 and 32. It will be evident that the base member
as described above defines the entire load bearing means
for the handle mounting. Specifically, when the article 10
is carried, the weight of the article is transmitted to the
handle, sclely through the base member 28, by engage-
ment of the trunnions therewith. Accordingly, the base
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member 2§ is made of a sufficiently strong material, usual-
ly out of metal,

Cover 22 comprises a substantially hollow member
having a top wall 46, side walls 48 and 58. Cover member
22 is substantially complementary in shape to base mem-
ber 2@ so that it can cover the latter in complementary
relationship as best shown in FIG. 1. To provide such
complementary matching, the bottom and end edges of
side walls 48 and 30 are provided with stepped down
formations 52 and 54, best seen in FIG. 4, which are com-
plementary to the formations defined by upstanding
flanges 38 and 40. Similarly, the end edges of top wall 46
are provided with stepped formations 56 and 58 for com-
plementary matching, as best shown in FIG. 3, with the
corresponding upper end edges of the base member. The
resuiting arrangement is such that the viewer is exposed
primarily to the -appearance of the cover member ex-
cept only for the opposite side edges of the base member
defined by the narrow flanges. In order to retain the cover
member in its covering condition, cover member 14, in
accordance with the preferred embodiment, is provided
with a pair of downwardly extending ribs 60 and §2 lo-
cated so as to engage stops 34 and 35 which extend up-
wardly from the base member. As best shown in FIG. 5,
rib 68 is provided with a projection 64 and stop 34 is
provided with recess &6 for receiving projection 64, A
similar arrangement is provided for stop 36 and rib 62,
for providing means for retaining the cover member in
its covering condition. Other conventional means for re-
taining the cover in secured position on the base member
could as well be utilized.

It is evident that the cover member performs no load
supporting function whatsoever. It merely covers the base
member and in the process of doing so, conceals from
view all of the unattractive fuactioning elements of the
base member, and the trunnions of the hand'e. Accord-
ingly, it may be made of plastic and molded at a very
low cost. Further, since the handle 12 and the article 19
itself are often made of plastic, cover member 22 can be
molded so as to have a color matching in all respects that
of the molded handle or article 1§ itself. Such matching
of colors would normally be impossible where the cover
member is made of metal and is an integral part of the
handle mounting or where the cover portion of the handle
mounting also serves a load supporting function.

The cover member 22 has been shown as having a flat
top wall for purposes of illustration. It will be clear, how-
ever, that the top wall can itself be shaped differently, to
meet the specific aesthetic requirements, whi'e still co-
operating with the base member in a similar manner as
described in connection with cover member 22.

It is therefore seen that in accordance with the inven-
tion, and particularly the construction of the base mem-
ber, such base member can be matched with an endless
number of different types of cover members to meet the
particular -aesthetic needs. The same base member can
be used universally to perform the Toad bearing function,
while giving the manufacturer enormous flexibility and
choice in the aesthetic area provided primarily by the
specific cover member which is selected.

While I have herein shown and described the preferred
embodiment of my invention, it will be understood that
the invention may be embodied otherwise than as herein
specifically illustrated or described, and that in the illus-
trated embodiment certain changes in the details of con-
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struction and in the form and arrangement of parts may
be made without departing from the underlying idea or
principles of this invention within the scope of the ap-
pended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what I claim and
desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

i. A handle mounting for an article cf the type carried
by a handle having a lcop and a pair of coaxial trunnions
comprising:

an clongated base member having a flat bottom wall

terminating at the opposite ends thereof in a pair of
upwardly extending end walls,

said base member having a pair of opposite end open-
ings for receiving said trunnieons,
pair of spaced stop members extending upwardly
from said bottom wall and defining means for limit-
ing the lengitudinal movement of said trunnions,
and

a pair of flanges extending along the side edges, respec-

tively, of said base member for substantially the
entire lengitudinal extent of said base member.

2. A handle mounling in accordance with claim 1
wherein said base member transmits the entire load of
said article to said handle.

3. A handle mounting in accordance with claim
wherein said base member is a one piece metal mem-
ber with said stop members being integral therewith.

4. A handle mounting in accordance with claim 2
wherein there is provided a cover member securable to
the base member and adapted, when so secured, to con-
ceal from view the major portion of said base member
and the trunnions rezeived therein.

5. A handle mounting in accordance with claim 4
wherein said cover member is free from supporting en-
gagement with said handle.

6. A handle mounting in accordance with claim §
wherein said cover is a generally hollow shell mulded
of plastic and having a top wall and a pair of down-
wardly extending side walls.

7. A handle mounting in accordance with claim 6
wherein said cover side walis are provided with peripheral
edges having stepped down formations complementary
to the flanges along the side edges of said base member
whereby said flanges define seats for said side walls.

8. A bandle mounting in accordance with claim 5§
wherein cooperating means are provided on said cover
member and base member for securing said members
together,

2. A handle mounting in accordance with claim 8
wherein said cooperating means comprise male and
female locking elements, respectively, on ribs extending
downwardly from said cover member top wall and on
said stop members.

18. A handle mounting in accordance with claim 3
wherein there is provided a cover member securable to
the base member and adapted, when so secured, to con-
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ceal from view the major porticn of said base member
and the trunnions received therein.
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