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1. 

3,404,468 
MOCCASN SHOE 

Henri Eliott Rosen, 64 Long Wharf, 
Boston, Mass. 02110 

Filed Jan. 26, 1967, Ser. No. 612,003 
20 Claims. (C. 36-11) 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A moccasin-type footwear construction in which an 

elastically stretchable element is secured between the 
marginal edges of the upper so as to enable the upper to 
be stretched by the foot of the wearer to provide a com 
fortable fit for feet of varying widths. The marginal edges 
of the upper are free from direct attachment to the 
sole. 

This invention relates to footwear and more particularly 
to footwear which may be adjusted in a widthwise dimen 
sion to provide an increased cross-sectional area at least 
in its forepart for superior fit and comfort. 

In conventional footwear construction of the type hav 
ing relatively non-stretchable upper and sole materials, 
such as leather, it has always been considered desirable 
to produce footwear not only in many different lengths 
but also a number of widths for each length. At best, 
this is a compromise, since not only are a person's feet 
normally of different sizes, but they also vary somewhat 
in their footwear size needs during the day and from day 
to day, particularly in widthwise dimensions as a result 
of a greater or lesser degree of swelling as a result of 
heat, exertion, humidity, and also as a result of changes 
in stocking thickness. 

Accordingly, it is a major object of the present in 
vention to provide a footwear construction having a 
high degree of widthwise adjustability, not only better 
to accommodate a wide range of foot widths, but also 
comfortably to accommodate occasional variations in the 
effective width of the foot of a wearer. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a 
footwear construction of leather or other relatively non 
stretchable materials which makes possible a product 
which is in external appearance similar to conventional 
footwear but which can have a higher degree of widthwise 
adjustability than the conventional product. 

It is still another object of the invention to provide 
widthwise adjustability in footwear having the appearance 
of moccasin construction, as the well-known "loafer' 
types, without altering the external appearance substan 
tially from that which is conventional. 
The above and other objects are accomplished according 

to the present invention by providing, in footwear (or as 
I shall refer to it for the sake of simplicity, a shoe) having 
a backpart and a forepart including a toe portion and a 
mid-portion extending under the ball of the foot and at 
least the forward portion of the arch of the foot forward 
of the heel: 

(1) a transversely relatively non-stretchable sole ele 
ment underlying at least the entire forepart of the shoe, 
said sole element extending continuously thereacross to 
wards the outer periphery of the shoe, and extending longi 
tudinally for at least said entire forepart of the shoe: 

(2) a transversely relatively non-stretchable upper 
element extending down and preferably under the periph 
eral edge of the bottom of the foot and inturned be 
tween the foot and the mid-sole or sole element of the 
shoe, with its longitudinally extending margins at least 
in the forepart of said shoe preferably inturned toward 
one another between the foot and the sole element and 
free of direct connection to said sole element between the 
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toe and backpart portions of said shoe for free movement 
relatively thereto; and 

(3) adjustment means, preferably in the form of resil 
iently stretchable elastic sheet material, connected to at 
least one and preferably both of the margins of said upper 
element along substantially the entire longitudinally 
extending portion thereof between said heel and toe 
portions, said upper element being connected to said 
sole element directly, or through said resiliently stretch 
able material, or by being connected to at least one inter 
mediate element such as a mid-sole which in turn is 
connected directly to said sole element, at least only at said 
heel and toe portions, and said resiliently stretchable 
material preferably but not necessarily being connected 
to said sole or intermediate element along a longitudinally 
extending line spaced a substantial distance from the 
connection of said resiliently stretchable material to said 
upper element; 

(4) whereby said resiliently stretchable material is 
transversely stretchable in a widthwise direction by the 
foot of the wearer to provide a variable transverse cross 
sectional area in at least part of the mid-portion of 
said shoe. 

For the purpose of more fully explaining further objects 
and features of the invention, reference is now made to 
the following detailed description of a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention, together with the accompanying 
drawings, wherein 

FIG. 1 is a top view of a shoe constructed according 
to the invention; 

FIGS. 2, 3, 4, and 5 are cross-sectional views taken, 
respectively, on the lines 2-2, 3-3, 4-4 and 5-5 
of FIGS. 1 through 3; 

FIGS. 6 and 7 are, respectively, sectional plan and 
transverse elevational views of a modification of the 
shoe of FIGS. 1 through 6; 

FIGS. 8 and 9 are, respectively, sectional plan and 
transverse elevational views of a modification of the 
shoe of FIGS. 6 and 7; 

FIG. 10 is a transverse elevational view of a modifica 
tion of the shoe of FIGS. 8 and 9; 

FIGS. 11 and 12 are, respectively, sectional plan and 
transverse elevational views of another modification of 
the shoe of FIGS. 8 and 9; and 

FIG. 13 is a transverse elevational view of a modifica 
tion of the shoe of FIGS. 11 and 12. 

Referring to the drawings, the shoe construction of 
the present invention will be described as embodied in a 
leather shoe similar in appearance to the well-known 
"loafer' of the genuine moccasin type, having separate 
mid and outer soles and a heel. The shoe upper element 
includes two main pieces generally called the vamp 10 
and the plug 12, these two pieces usually being joined by 
stitching 11 to form a seam around the upper edge of the 
forepart of the shoe. The midsole 14 is attached to the 
bottom of the vamp 10, and the outsole 16 to the bottom 
of the midsole 14. A heel 18 is attached to the rear or 
heel portion of the outsole 16. Other pieces may be used, 
such as cuffs, backstays, trim, sock-linings, etc. The inner 
surface of the vamp 10 may be skived at its outer edge 
in a usual fashion and the outer U-shaped edge of the 
plug 12 also may be skived, at least where it is expected 
to be joined to the vamp so that a meat seam may be 
produced. 

According to one usual practice in shoe-making, the 
heel portion of the vamp 10 is completed as by a back 
seam or in any other suitable fashion and an edge trim 
or cuff 13 is applied around that portion of the vamp 10 
which will become the sides and back of the ankle open 
ing. This leaves the entire forward portion of the outer 
edge of the vamp free and exposed. This outer edge is 
secured to the outer U-shaped edge of the plug 12 to 
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complete the forepart of the shoe. It is to be noted that, 
in genuine moccasin construction, the forward edge of 
the vamp is considerably longer than the plug edge to be 
joined to it. At the start, the back parts are usually 
stitched together and the cuff added. Then the edge of 
the forward part of the vamp is preferably progressively 
stitched and shortened to match the plug edge by sewing 
and gathering by hand or otherwise to produce the rela 
tively transversely non-stretchable shoe upper element 
which overlies the mid-sole 14 and the outsole 16, and 
extends continuously across it in the forepart of the shoe 
above, around and below the wearer's foot. 
The present invention provides a shoe which in its 

external appearance can be made similar to the genuine 
moccasin "loafer' type of shoe construction above de 
scribed, but adds further unique constructional features 
which enable it to be stretched freely in a widthwise di 
rection in the forepart of the shoe by the foot of a wearer 
for superior fit and comfort. 

In order to accomplish this, the bottom of the usual 
genuine moccasin one-piece vamp 10 portion of the shoe 
upper element, which conventionally extends transversely 
across the bottom of the forepart of the shoe and overlies 
the sole, is provided with a longitudinally and trans 
versely extending opening or an equivalent area having 
rows of staggered longitudinal slits or other means pro 
viding longitudinal margins of the vamp which are free to 
move transversely. As shown in FIGS. 1 through 5, the 
vamp bottom opening provides inwardly turned trans 
versely extending toe and heel margins 22, 23, respec 
tively, and generally longitudinally extending side margins 
24, 25, respectively. These margins immediately overlie 
the mid-sole 14 and the side margins 24, 25 extend along 
the mid-sole throughout the major portion of the fore 
part of the shoe between the forward edge 19 of heel 18 
and the toe portion of the shoe. The shoes of FIGS. 6 
through 13 effectively have similar free margins around 
their bottom slitted vamp area. 

Conventionally, the shoe vamp 10, whether of the 
genuine moccasin or other type, is attached directly, along 
its inturned surfaces near the edge of the sole, to either 
mid-Sole or sole elements. However, according to the 
present invention, the longitudinal margins of the vamp 
at least in the forepart are attached to a resiliently stretch. 
able element leaving the shoe upper free to stretch in 
a widthwise direction in that area. The vamp is con 
nected to the sole element or to a mid-sole element which 
is subsequently attached to the sole element, either di 
rectly or through the resiliently stretchable element at 
least at the backpart and toe portion of the shoe, leaving 
the vamp free to be stretched in a widthwise direction 
throughout the major portion of the forepart of the shoe 
between its toe and backpart areas of attachment. This 
is not to say that the resilienly stretchable element may 
not be itself connected to the sole or mid-sole element 
along a longitudinally extending line or lines, but it 
must be recognized that any such connection must be 
transversely spaced from the line of connection to the 
vamp margin for a sufficient distance to allow a substan 
tial degree of widthwise stretch. A distance of about A. 
inch or somewhat less at the maximum shoe widthwise 
dimension has been found to be satisfactory. It has also 
been found satisfactory to connect the upper directly to 
the mid-sole or sole elements at the toe and backpart 
portions only, leaving the rest of the upper free to stretch 
in a widthwise direction and also free to be lifted away 
from the sole element so that the user may more easily 
free the shoe of pebbles or other foreign matter that may 
become trapped between sole and upper. 
With the loafer type shoe construction herein described 

in connection with FIGS. 1 through 5 hereof as a specific 
embodiment of the invention, the above requirements are 
met by providing the bottom vamp opening with an elas 
tic, resiliently stretchable insert which is preferably of 
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4. 
ably sewn about its periphery to the abutting margins 
22, 23, 24 and 25 of the opening of the vamp 10 as by 
stitching 26. In order that the elastic fabric insert 20 may 
be resiliently stretched by the foot of a wearer in ac 
cordance with the invention, it is left unconnected to 
mid-Sole 14 along its longitudinal margins. The vamp 
10 is connected at its toe and backpart portions by stitch 
ing 27 and 28 respectively, here shown as sewn through 
the bottom of vamp 10 to mid-sole 14. Preferably, it is 
also connected to the mid-sole 14 by one or more lines 
of stitching 29 spaced a substantial distance inwardly 
from the lines of stitching 24 and 25, preferably gen 
erally midway therebetween in order to provide a high 
degree of stretch. It is contemplated however, that such 
central line of stitching 29 may be omitted with vamp 
10 and its elastic insert 20 being connected to midsole 14 
only at its toe and backpart portions. With either of these 
constructions, however, the elastic fabric 20 in the re 
gion between the lines of stitching attaching it to the 
mid-sole 14 and to the margin of the vamp 10, is stretch 
able by the foot of a wearer to provide an increased 
transverse cross-sectional area throughout the forepart 
of the shoe. 
To finish the shoe, outsole 16 is attached in the conven 

tional manner to mid-sole 14 as by stitching 30 extending 
around the peripheral margin thereof, or by cementing 
mid-Sole 14 and outsole 16 together, leaving the longitu 
dinally extending margins 24, 25 of vamp 10 free to be 
stretched in a widthwise direction in accordance with the 
invention. 
The vamp construction of the shoes of FIGS. 6 through 

13 differs from that of FIGS. 1 through 5 mainly in that 
the bottom of vamp 10 is provided over a substantial por 
tion of its bottom area in the forepart of the shoe with 
a plurality of longitudinally extending short slits 32 
arranged in Staggered rows within the vamp margins, in 
cluding longitudinal margins 31, 33 of such area portion. 
This result may also be achieved by other means including 
the use of a soft, compressible and stretchable leather, 
which can be cemented to an elastic sheet material held 
under tension. These constructions permit free widthwise 
eXpansion of the vamp within said area so that the longitu 
dinal margins thereof are free to move relatively to any 
portion of Said vamp substantially spaced therefrom with 
in said area. 

In FIGS. 6 and 7, an elastic, resiliently stretchable 
fabric insert 20 or the like is attached to the bottom of 
vamp 10 throughout the slitted portion thereof by stitch 
ing 34 around the margins of said portion, leaving the 
Vamp 10 and insert 20 at least along its margins uncon 
nected to any Sole element throughout the major portion 
of the forepart of the shoe. The vamp 10, as in FIGS. 1 
through 5, is connected directly to midsole 14 by stitching 
27 and 28 adjacent the toe and heel of the shoe, respec 
tively, and may be stitched, along a center line, if desired, 
as with the shoe of FIGS. 1 through 5. Outsole 16 may be 
connected to midsole 14 as by stitching 30. 
The shoe of FIGS. 8 and 9 differs from that of FIGS. 6 

and 7 in that the elastic insert 20' thereof is extended for 
a Substantial distance outwardly of stitching 34 attach 
ing it to vamp 10 and is secured under tension adjacent 
the Outer peripheral edge of outsole 16, leaving it free 
for a Substantial portion of such distance so that the 
longitudinal margins 31, 33 of vamp 10 are free to move 
in a widthwise direction throughout the major portion 
of the forepart of the shoe. For appearance, a welt strip 
36 may be utilized in conjunction with the outer, upper 
edge of Sole 16', with the outer edge of tensioned elastic 
insert 20' being retained therebetween by peripheral sole 
stitching 30'. 
The outward extension of the elastic insert from its line 

of attachment to the vamp for a substantial distance to its 
line of attachment to the sole element adjacent the 

elastic fabric or other elastic sheet material, and prefer- 75 periphery thereof has the added advantage of limiting the 
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trapping of pebbles or other foreign matter between sole 
and upper. 

In the modification of FIG. 10, the outer periphery of 
tensioned elastic insert 20' is provided with a downturned 
portion 41 having an inturned edge portion 42 along its 
lower edge. Outsole 16' is attached to the bottom surfaces 
of Said inturned free portion 42 as by cementing. A felt 
platform midsole 44 is provided between the bottom of 
vamp 10 and the top of outsole 16' for added comfort 
and support. With this arrangement, as compared with that 
of FIGS. 8 and 9, additional distance is provided between 
the line of attachment of the elastic insert 20' to the vamp 
and its line of attachment to the sole element adjacent the 
bottom thereof at its inturned edge 42, the downturned 
portion 41 thereof not being attached to sole 16'. This 
provides an added degree of widthwise stretch to the 
upper. 

In FIGS. 11 through 13 is shown a shoe construction 
which differs from that of FIGS. 1 through 10 mainly by 
the addition of a tensioned cover element 50 of elastic 
material which is attached to the vamp 10 along its side 
as by stitching 52. Cover element 50 extends downwardly 
for a substantial distance and is attached at its end to out 
sole 16', either by having an inturned end portion 51 
with its lower surface cemented to outsole 16' (FIG. 12) 
or simply by having its straight end portion overlapping 
the side of outsole 16' and cemented to its outer periph 
eral edge (FIG. 13). In either case, a felt platform mid 
sole 44 is interposed between outsole 16' and the bottom 
of vamp 10, with cover element 50 unconnected thereto 
so that it will be free to move relatively thereto. It is 
also contemplated that the portion of the vamp 10 extend 
ing continuously between stitching 52 beneath the foot 
may be omitted or substituted by a conventional sock 
lining, so that widthwise stretch may be provided with a 
conventional upper construction in which the upper ex 
tends continuously across above the foot between the lines 
of stitching 52. 
Although the shoe construction of the invention has 

been described with reference to a loafer with a moccasin 
type seam similar to that on footwear conventionally re 
ferred to as "hand-sewns," it will be understood by those 
skilled in the art that it may be used in other types of 
shoes capable of incorporating a resilient element at each 
side of the shoe extending from the side margins of the 
shoe upper for a substantial distance to its connection to 
the shoe sole so as to be stretchable by the foot of a 
Wearer. Such modifications are deemed to be within the 
Spirit of the present invention and the scope of the 
appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a shoe having a backpart and a forepart includ 

ing a toe portion and a mid portion beneath the ball of 
the foot forward of the heel; 

a sole element underlying at least the entire forepart 
of the shoe, said sole element extending continuous 
ly thereacross and extending longitudinally for at 
least said entire forepart of the shoe; 

an upper element extending along the peripheral edge 
of the sole element with at least a substantial por 
tion of one of its longitudinally extending margins 
at least in the forepart of the shoe free of direct con 
nection to said Sole element between the toe por 
tion and said backpart of said shoe for free trans 
verse movement relatively thereto and 

adjustment means connected to at least said one free 
margin of said upper element along a substantial 
portion of the longitudinally extending portion 
thereof between said backpart and toe portion and 
connected to said sole element at a substantial dis 
tance from the connection of said adjustment means 
to said upper element; 

whereby said adjustment means is adjustable to pro 
vide an increased transverse cross-sectional area 
throughout the midportion of said shoe. 
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2. In a shoe as claimed in claim 1 wherein 
said adjustment means is an elastic sheet material. 
3. In a shoe as claimed in claim 1 wherein 
said adjustable means is connected to said upper ele 
ment along a longitudinally extending line adjacent 
its one said margin and is connected to said sole 
element along a longitudinally extending line spaced 
a substantial distance from said line of connection 
to said upper element. 

4. In a shoe as claimed in claim 1 wherein 
Said margins of said upper element are inturned to 
ward one another and 

said adjustment means is connected between said 
margins providing a resiliently expandable vamp por 
tion immediately overlying said sole. 

5. In a shoe having a backpart and a forepart in 
cluding a toe portion and a mid portion beneath the ball 
of the foot forward of the heel; 

a transversely relatively non-stretchable sole element 
underlying at least the entire forepart of the shoe, 
said sole element extending continuously thereacross 
and extending longitudinally for at least said entire 
forepart of the shoe; 

a transversely relatively non-stretchable upper element 
extending down toward the peripheral edge of the 
sole element with its longitudinally extending 
margins at least in the forepart of the shoe inturned 
toward one another above said sole element and free 
of direct connection to said sole element between the 
toe portion and said backpart of said shoe for free 
transverse movement relatively thereto; 

adjustment means connected between said inturned 
marginal edges of said upper element along at least 
the forepart portion thereof between said toe portion 
and said backpart, said upper element being con 
nected to said sole element at least at said toe por 
tion and said backpart; 

whereby said adjustment means is adjustable to pro 
vide an increased transverse cross-sectional area 
throughout the mid portion of said shoe. 

6. In a shoe as claimed in claim 5 wherein 
said adjustment means includes elastic sheet material 
and said elastic sheet material tensioned and ex 
tends outwardly toward the periphery of said sole 
element and is connected thereto along a longi 
tudinal line spaced from the line of connection of 
said elastic sheet material to the margins of said 
upper element. 

7. In a shoe as claimed in claim 6 wherein 
said elastic sheet material extends downwardly around 

the outer edge of said sole element and is attached 
thereto adjacent the bottom thereof. 

8. In a shoe as claimed in claim 6 wherein 
Said sole element includes a soft midsole of substan 

tial thickness and a relatively non-stretchable out 
sole and 

said elastic sheet material extends downwardly around 
the outer edge of said midsole and is attached to said 
outsole. 

9. In a shoe having a backpart and a forepart includ 
ing a toe portion and a mid portion beneath the ball of 
the foot forward of the heel; 

a transversely relatively non-stretchable sole element 
underlying at least the entire forepart of the shoe, 
said sole element extending continuously thereacross 
and extending longitudinally for at least said entire 
forepart of the shoe; 

a transversely relatively non-stretchable upper ele 
ment extending down toward the peripheral edge 
of the sole element with at least one of its longi 
tudinally extending margins at least in the forepart 
of the shoe free of direct connection to said sole 
element between the toe portion and said backpart 
of said shoe for free movement relatively thereto; 

an elastic sheet material element connected to at least 
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said one margin of said upper element along Sub 
stantially the entire longitudinally extending portion 
thereof between said backpart and toe portion, said 
elastic sheet material being connected to said sole 
element along a longitudinally extending line spaced 
a substantial distance from the connection of said 
resiliently stretchable means to said upper element; 

whereby said resiliently stretchable means is stretch 
able by the foot of a wearer to provide an increased 
transverse cross-sectional area throughout the mid 
portion of said shoe. 

10. In a shoe as claimed in claim 9 wherein 
said elastic sheet material is tensioned and extends 
down from said upper element along one said mar 
gin to said sole element adjacent the periphery there 
of. 

11. In a shoe as claimed in claim 9 wherein 
said upper element has inturned margins, and 
said elastic sheet material is connected to said one in 

turned margin and to said sole element. 
12. In a shoe as claimed in claim 11 wherein 
said elastic sheet material extends inwardly of said in 

turned margin. 
13. In a shoe as claimed in claim 12 wherein 
said elastic sheet material is tensioned and extends out 
wardly of said inturned margin and is connected to said 

sole element adjacent the periphery thereof. 
14. In a shoe with a moccasin type U-shaped vamp 

seam, having a backpart and a forepart including a toe 
portion and a mid portion beneath the ball of the foot and 
at least the forward portion of the arch of the foot for 
ward of the heel; 
a transversely relatively non-stretchable sole element 

underlying at least the entire forepart of the shoe, 
said sole element extending continuously thereacross 
and defining the outer periphery of the shoe and ex 
tending longitudinally for at least said entire fore 
part of the shoe; 

a transversely relatively non-stretchable upper element 
including a plug and a vamp, said plug overlying said 
sole element and extending continuously thereacross 
spaced upwardly therefrom and said vamp extending 
from said plug generally continuously between the 
outer peripheral edges of the shoe immediately above 
said sole element and having an expandable and con 
tractible bottom portion with longitudinally extend 
ing margins throughout the forepart of said shoe in 
turned toward one another immediately above said 
sole element free of direct connection to said sole 
element between the backpart and toe portion of said 
shoe for free movement relatively thereto; 

an elastic sheet material element connected to said in 
turned margins of said vamp along at least the fore 
part of the longitudinal extending portion thereof 
between said heel and toe portion and covering said 
bottom portion, said elastic sheet material element 
being connected to said sole element at least at said 
backpart and toe portion; 

whereby said elastic sheet material element is stretch 
able by the foot of a wearer to provide an increased 
transverse cross-sectional area throughout the mid 
portion of said shoe. 

15. In a shoe having a backpart and a forepart includ 
ing a toe portion and a mid portion beneath the ball of 
the foot forward of the heel; 

a tranversely relatively non-stretchable sole element 
underlying at least the entire forepart of the shoe, 
said sole element extending continuously thereacross 
and extending longitudinally for at least said entire 
forepart of the shoe; 

a transversely relatively non-stretchable upper element 
extending down toward the peripheral edge of the 
sole element with its longitudinally extending mar 
gins at least in the forepart of the shoe free of direct 
connection to said sole element between the toe por 
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8 
tion and said backpart of said shoe for free movement 
relatively thereto and 

an elastic sheet material element connected to said 
margins of said upper element along substantially 
the entire side longitudinally extending portion there 
of between said backpart and toe portion extending 
downwardly around the outer edge of said sole ele 
ment and connected to said sole element along a 
longitudinally extending line adjacent the bottom 
thereof spaced at a substantial distance from the 
connection of said elastic sheet material element to 
said upper element; 

whereby sair resiliently stretchable means is stretch 
able by the foot of a wearer to provide an increased 
transverse cross-sectional area throughout the mid 
portion of said shoe. 

16. In a shoe as claimed in claim 15 wherein 
said elastic sheet material element extends downwardly 

around at least a portion of said sole element and is 
attached adjacent the bottom portion thereof. 

17. In a shoe with a moccasin type U-shaped vamp 
seam, having a backpart and a forepart including a toe 
portion and a mid portion beneath the ball of the foot 
and at least the forward portion of the arch of the foot 
forward of the heel; 

a transversely relatively non-stretchable sole element 
underlying at least the entire forepart of the shoe, 
said sole element extending continuously thereacross 
and defining the outer periphery of the shoe and ex 
tending longitudinally for at least said entire forepart 
of the shoe, said sole element including a soft mid 
sole of Substantial thickness and a relatively non 
stretchable outsole; 

a transversely relatively non-stretchable upper element 
including a plug and a vamp, said plug overlying said 
sole element and extending continuously thereacross 
spaced upwardly therefrom and said vamp extending 
from said plug generally continuously between the 
outer peripheral edges of the shoe immediately above 
said sole element and having an expanable and con 
tractible bottom portion with longitudinally extend 
ing margins throughout the forepart of said shoe in 
turned toward one another immediately above said 
said sole element free of direct connection to said 
sole element between the backpart and toe portion 
of said shoe for free movement relatively thereto; 

an elastic sheet material element connected to said in 
turned margins of said vamp along at least the fore 
part of the longitudinal extending portion thereof 
between said heel and toe portion and covering said 
bottom portion, said material extending downwardly 
around the outer edge of said midsole and being con 
nected to outsole along a longitudinally extending 
line adajacent the edge of said outsole 

whereby said elastic sheet material element is stretch 
able by the foot of a wearer to provide an increased 
transverse cross-sectional area throughout the mid 
portion of said shoe. 

18. In a shoe as claimed in claim 17 wherein 
said elastic sheet material element is interposed between 

said midsole and said outsole. 
19. In a shoe with a moccasin type U-shaped vamp 

seam, having a backpart and a forepart including a toe 
portion and a mid poriton beneath the ball of the foot 
and at least the forward portion of the arch of the foot 
forward of the heel; 
a transversely relatively non-stretchable sole element 

underlying at least the entire forepart of the shoe, 
said sole element extending continuously thereacross 
and defining the outer periphery of the shoe and 
extending longitudinally for at least said entire fore 
part of the shoe, said sole element including a soft 
midsole of substantial thickness and a relatively non 
stretchable outsole; 

a transversely relatively non-stretchable upper element 
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including a plug and a vamp, said plug overlying 
Said sole element and extending continuously there 
across spaced upwardly therefrom and said vamp 
extending from said plug generally continuously be 
tween the outer peripheral edges of the shoe im 
mediately above said midsole; 

a sheet material element connected to said vamp along 
at least the forepart of the longitudinal extending 
portion thereof between said heel and toe portion 
and extending downwardly around the outer edge of 
said midsole and being connected to said outsole 
along a longitudinally extending line adjacent the 
edge of said outsole. 
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10 
nection to said sole element between the toe por 
tion and said backpart of said shoe for free move 
movement relatively thereto and 

resiliently stretchable means connected to said upper 
element above said free margins of said upper ele 
ment along substantially the entire longitudinally ex 
tending portion thereof between said backpart and 
toe portion extending downwardly along said mid 
Sole free of connection thereto and connected to 
said outsole along a longitudinally extending line 
spaced at a substantial distance from the connection 
of said resiliently stretchable means to said upper 
element; 

20. In a shoe having a backpart and a forepart includ 
ing a toe portion and a mid portion beneath the ball of 15 
the foot forward of the heel; 
a transversely relatively non-stretchable sole element 

underlying at least the entire forepart of the shoe, 
said sole element extending continuously thereacross 
and extending longitudinally for at least said entire 20 
forepart of the shoe, said sole element including a 
soft midsole of substantial thickness and a relatively 
non-stretchable outsole; 

a transversely relatively non-stretchable upper element 
extending down toward the peripheral edge of the 25 
shoe with its longitudinally extending margins at 
least in the forepart of the shoe free of direct con 

whereby said resiliently stretchable means is stretch 
able by the foot of a wearer to provide an increased 
transverse cross-sectional area throughout the mid 
portion of said shoe. 
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