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(57) Abstract: An absorbent article 1 comprises: an inspec-
tion member 20 for inspecting the state of health of the wear-
er; a front surface-side member 40 that includes at least a liq-
uid-permeable top sheet, and that is disposed more on a skin
surface side T1 than the inspection member 20; and a rear
surface-side member 60 that includes at least a liquid-imper-
meable back sheet, and that is disposed more on the skin sur-
face side T1 than the inspection member 20. The inspection
member 20 has a contact section 22 that is brought into con-
tact with excrement which has passed through the front sur-
face-side member 40, and a display section 24 that displays,
via an indicator, the state of health of the wearer in accor-
dance with a target component contained in the excrement.
The front surface-side member 40 covers at least a portion of
the display section 24. The front surface-side member 40 can
be peeled off from the rear surface-side member 60 so that
the display section 24 is visually recognizable.
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Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages

Relevant to claim No.

Y
A

JP 2003-501216 A (SCA HYGIENE PRODUCTS AB) 14
January 2003, paragraphs [0011]-[0013]1, [00217,
[0024] & WO 2000/076558 Al, page 3, line 27 to
page 4, line 10, page 5, lines 17-29, page 6,
lines 11-15 & EP 1185311 Al & SE 514339 C2 & AU
5437700 A & SK 17902001 A3 & PL 352190 Al & MX
PA01012520 A & PE 32001 Al

JP 2016-501613 A (SCA HYGIENE PRODUCTS AB) 21
January 2016 & US 2015/0359689 Al & WO 2014/098695
Al & EP 2934416 Al & TW 201436775 A & CA 2895412
Al & AU 2012397348 Al & KR 10-2015-0090201 A & CN
104869968 A & MX 2015007961 A & RU 2015129700 A &
PL 2934416 T3

KR 10-2008-0019264 A (LEE, Dong-Hyun) 03 March
2008 (Family: none)

8-9, 12-14, 16
10-11, 15
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Box No. I1 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:
L Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:' Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. II1 Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet

L. & As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. |:| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. |:| No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

& No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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<Continuation of Box No. III>

Document 1: JP 2004-245818 A (SANYO CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES, LTD.) 02 September
2004, paragraphs [0006]-[0050], [0053]1-[0055] & WO 2004/008139 Al

Document 2: JP 7-88128 A (KOBAYASHI PHARMACEUT CO., LTD.) 04 April 1995,
paragraphs [0002]-[0031] (Family: none)

Claims are classified into the following two inventions.

(Invention 1) Claims 1-7

Claims 1-7 have the special technical feature of “comprising a back-
side member that includes at least a liquid-impermeable back sheet, and
disposed closer to a skin surface than to the inspection member,” wherein “a
surface-side member can be peeled off from the back-side member so that the
display unit is wvisible,” and are thus classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 8-16

Claims 8-16 share the technical feature of “displaying a health
condition of a wearer according to a target substance included in excrement
of the wearer,” with claim 1 classified as invention 1.

However, this technical feature does not make a contribution over the
prior art in light of the disclosures of document 1 (in particular, see
paragraphs [0006]1-[005071, [00531-[0055]) or document 2 (in particular, see
paragraphs [0002]1-[00311), and thus cannot be considered a special technical
feature. Also, there are no other identical or corresponding special
technical features between claims 8-16 and claim 1.

In addition, claims 8-16 are not dependent on claim 1. Furthermore,
claims 8-16 are not substantially identical or equivalent to any of the
claims classified as invention 1.

Therefore, claims 8-16 cannot be classified as Invention 1.

Also, the <claims 8-16 have the special technical feature of a
“packaging body in which an inspection unit is fixed to the packaging sheet
or is a portion of the packaging sheet,” and are thus classified as invention
2.
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