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5 Claims. 

This invention relates to lighting fixtures and 
more particularly to a lighting fixture with a de 
tachable panel located adjacent the bottom of the 
fixture So that the panel can be swung to a posi 
tion to give access to the interior of the fixture 
for inspection, cleaning or removal of parts. If 
desired, the panel can be completely removed 
from the fixture to give access to the interior 
thereof. When in operative position the detach 
able panel reduces glare from the source of illum 
ination, Such as one or more fluorescent lamps. 

In the accompanying drawings which illus 

0. 

trate a preferred embodiment of my invention 
Figure i is a transverse Section through the 

lighting fixture, the detachable light control panel 
being shown in dotted lines in its inoperative or 
open position; 

Figure 2 is a partial perspective view showing a 
portion of the panel frame and one of the latches 
carried thereby; 

Figure 3 is a partial longitudinal section taken 
through the fixture on the line III-III of Figure 
1; 

Figure 4 is a broken transverse section, on an 
enlarged Scale, of the detachable light control 
panel; and 

Figure 5 is a partial plan view and a partial sec 
tion showing the manner of detachably connect 
ing the panel to the fixture end member. 

Referring more particularly to the accompany 
ing drawings, the lighting fixture comprises an 
elongated base plate 2 located at the top of the 
fixture and adapted to be connected to any suit 
able support not shown. The fixture can be sup 
ported by relatively long rods So that it is spaced 
a considerable distance below the Supporting sur 
face, or it can be located in a recess in the sup 
porting Surface by relatively short rods. The 
elongated base plate 2 extends the full length of 
the fixture and at each end has secured thereto a 
transverse, down Wardly extending end member 3. 
Transverse straps 4 are secured to the base plate 
2 and in turn Support a reflector 5 which is 
trough shaped in transverse Section, as shown in 
Figure 1. Lamp holders or Sockets 6 are secured 
to the Straps 4, the Sockets accommodating 
floureScent lamps which extend longitudinally 
of the fixture. -- 

The fixture has two side panels 8 which are 
made of translucent plastic or other glare con 
trolling material, these panels being supported 
in side frames 9. The lower ends of the side 
frames are curved inwardly to provide a central 
longitudinal opening extending substantially the 
full length of the fixture. The light control 
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panel, indicated generally by the reference num 
eral fo, fits into this opening which is located 
below the lamps. The end members 3 together 
With the Side panels 8 and frames 9 form an en 
closure having a longitudinal opening into which 
the light control panel O fits. 
The light control panel comprises a plate 

of translucent glass mounted in a frame. The 
frame comprises two side members 2a and 2b 
formed of channels and two end members 3 
formed of angles. An angle member 2c is lo 
cated inside of each of the channel members 2a 
and 2b in Such position as to Secure the plate 
in the frame. Each of the panel frame end mem 
berS 3 has a vertical flange 3a and a horizontal 
flange 3b. Each of the vertical flanges is pro 
Vided with an upwardly opening slot 4 and L 
Shaped slot 5 spaced transversely of the flange 
3d and adapted to receive, respectively, pins 6 
and which are Secured to and extend inwardly 
from each of the end members 3. The L-shaped 
Slot 5 has a horizontal portion. 5a and a verti 
cal portion 5b, the latter portion having a down 
Wardly extending opening. 
A latch 8 is Secured to each of the panel frame 

end members 3 in Such position as to engage the 
pin 6 Which fits into the slot 4. The latch 
is urged to the operative position shown in Figure 
2 by means of a Spring 9 Wound around a pin 
20 which extends through an opening in the 
latch and is Secured to the vertical flange 3a. 
One leg 9d, of the spring is inserted in a slot 2 
in the latch and the other leg 9b rests against 
the horizontal flange 3b at 22. The angle mem 
ber 3 is provided with a slot 23 through which 
a portion of the latch extends to form an ex 
tension or handle 24 which lies below the glass 
plate and is accessible from below the panel 
to release the latch from the pin 6. 
In Order to give access to the interior of the 

fixture, the light control panel O can be swung 
to the open position illustrated in dotted lines 
in Figure 1 by releasing the latches 8 from the 
two pins 6 so as to allow the panel to pivot on 
the pins T. A feature of the invention is the 
provision of the L-shaped slots 5 for allowing 
this Swinging movement of the panel. Enough 
clearance is allowed between the ends 9a, and 9b 
of the side frames 9 and the sides 2a and 2b 
of the panel frame to allow the side 2b to drop 
slightly below the end 9b. Upon opening the 
panel further, the slot 5a moves to the left rela 
tive to the pin , thereby providing further clear 
ance between the parts 9a, and 2a for swinging 
the panel to its vertical position. When the panel 
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is in its vertical position, the slot 5a is in a ver 
tical position and the pin f is in the top of the 
slot 5a, so that the panel cannot be accidentally 
displaced from the pins 7. Thus the provision 
of the L-shaped slot 5 insures clearance for the 
panel in Swinging it to open position and pro 
vides a safety feature which prevents the panel: 
when in vertical position from being accidentally 
jarred from the pin . 

If it is desired to entirely remove the panel 0; 
it is first swung to its vertical position shown in 
dotted lines in Figure 1. It is then raised so that 
the pin 7 moves downwardly in the slot 5d to 
the juncture of the slot 5b, after which the panel 
is moved bodily to the left while still maintain 
ing it in a vertical position, which causes the pin 
to move out of the slot 5b and releases the panel. 
When it is desired to replace the panel in opera 
tive position, the reverse steps are employed so 
as to first pivot the panel on the pins 7 and 
thereafter...the panel is swung about-the-pivots to: 
the closed position in which the latches: 8 secure 
the pins - 6 in-the-slots... li. The latches-operate, 
automatically to secure the pins since as the panel. 
is raised and the pins come into-contact with the 
sloping upper portions 8d-of-the-latches, they 
move the latches-to-: the right from the position 
shown in Figure -2, thereby allowing the -pins to. 
drop into the bottom of the slots, after, which the 
Springs move the latches-to-locking position. . . 

It will be seen that- by the arrangenhent-de 
Scribed; the light control panel- it can be quickly 
SWung to open- position- and retained safely in 
that position, or it can be entirely removed from 
the fixture in order to give access to the interior 
of the fixture. Likewise, the panel can ice quickly. 
replaced in operative position: 
Furthermore, since pins 6-and- are symmet 

rically spaced-on end member 3 and slots 4 and 
f5 are symmetrically spaced on-end members 3, 
it is possible to reverse the whole light control 
panel and thus pivot from the opposite-side of 
the lighting fixture: 
The invention is not limited to the preferred 

embodiment, but may be otherwise embodied or 
practiced within the scope of the following claims.- 
I claim:" 
i. In a lighting fixture having an elongated 

base. With transverse end members extending 
downwardly therefrom, a source of illumination 
carried by the base, an enclosure having-alongi 
tudinal opening below the source of illumination 
and extending Substantially the full-length of ther 
fixture, and a light control panel located-in said 
opening, means for detachably - Supporting said 
panel comprising two pins Secured-to and extend 
ing inwardly from and spaced transversely of 
each of said end members, a panel frame includ 
ing vertical end flanges, each flange having upper 
and lower edges-and-being provided. With...a, slot 
opening upWardly through the upper edge there 
of, and a slot-opening downwardly... through... the 
lower ... edge thereof for receiving Said pins, and 
latches mounted on said panel frame, said:latches 
each having a member adapted on movement of 
the latch to extend rigidly... across the upwardly. 
opening slots above the pins, when they are: in 
position in the slots, said members also engaging. 
at least, the upper. Surface of the pins. When the 
panel is in position. 

2. In a lighting fixture having an elongated 
base with transverse end members extending 
downwardly therefrom a source of illumination: 
carried by the base, an enclosure having, a longir. 
tudinal opening below...the Source of illumination, 
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4 
and extending substantially the full length of the 
fixture, and a light control panel located in said 
opening, means for detachably Supporting Said 
panel comprising two pins Secured to and extend 
ing inwardly from and spaced transversely of 
each of said end members, a panel frame includ 
ing vertical:end flanges, each flange having upper 
and lower edges and being...provided with a slot 
opening upwardly through the upper edge there 
of, and a slot opening downwardly through the 
lower.edge. thereof...for receiving said pins, and 
latches-mounted on said panel frame, said latches 
each having a member adapted on movement of 
the latch; to extenderigidly across the upwardly 

5. opening slots above-the pins when they are in 
position in the slots, Said members also engaging 
at least the upper. Surface of the pins when the 
panel is in position. 

3: In-a-lighting fixture having an elongated 
base with transverse end members extending 
downwardly therefrom a source of illumination 
carried by the base, an enclosure having alongi 
tudinal opening below: the source of illumination 
and extending: Substantially: the full length of 
the fixture, and a light control panel located in 
Said opening, means: for detachably supporting 
Said panel comprising two: pins:secured to, and 
extending inwardly from and spaced transverse 
ly of each of said:end members, a panel frame, 
including vertical end, flanges, each; flange hav 
ing upper and lower sedges: and being provided 
with a slot opening upwardly, through the upper 
edgethereof, and an L-shaped slot for receiving 
Said pins, Said. L-shaped slot, having a ... down 
Wardly extending opening, and latches, mounted 
on said panel frame, said:latches each.having a 
member adapted on movement of the latch to : 
extend rigidly across the upwardly opening slots 
above the pins when they are: in position in the 
slots, Said members also engaging at least the 
upper Surface, of the pins a when the panelis in 
position. 

4. In a lighting fixture having an elongated 
base with transverse: end members extending 
downwardly, therefrom a source of: illumination 
carried by the base, an enclosure having alongi 
tudinal opening below theisource: of illumination 
and extending substantially the full length of the 
fixture, and a light control panel located in said 
opening, means for detachably supporting said 
panel. Comprisingi two pins secured to; and ex 
tending inwardly::from...and spaced transversely. 
of each of said:end. members, a panel frame in 
cluding vertical end flanges, each flange having 

is upper and lower"edges: provided with a slot open 
ing upwardly through they upper: edge, thereof, 
and an. L-shaped... slot... for:receiving: said pins, 
Said, L-shaped slot having a downwardly extend 
ing opening, and latches, mounted on said panel: 

6(3), frame: Said, latchess each, having: a member 
adapted: On movement of the latch; to extend 
rigidly across: the upwardly opening slots above 
the pins when they care in position in the slots, 
said members: also engaging: at least the upper 

65. Surface; of the pins:when the panel is in position, 
Said panel frame: having an opening through. 
which a portion of said latch extends, and an 
Operating handle lying below said panel. 

5. A. detachable: panel for a lighting fixture, 
70. Which fixture, includes an elongated base with . 

transverse end: members extending downwardly 
therefrom, each end member having... two pins 
secured thereto, and spaced, transversely thereof 

73 illumination, carried by...the base, and an enclos 
and extending inwardly therefrom, a source of 
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sure having an opening below the source of ill 
lumination into which opening said detachable 
panel is adapted to fit, said detachable panel 
comprising a panel frame including vertical end 
flanges having upper and lower edges and being 
provided with a slot opening upwardly through 
the upper edge thereof, and an L-shaped slot for 
receiving said pins, said L-shaped slot having a 
downwardly extending opening, and latches 
mounted on said panel frame, said latches each : 
having a member adapted on movement of the 
latch to extend rigidly across the upwardly open 
ing slots above the pins when they are in posi 
tion in the slots, said members also engaging at 
least the upper surface of the pins when the panel 
is in position, said latch having an operating 
handle extending below said panel. 

WALTER, W. STUBBS. 
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