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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Burcax S. BARBER,
o citizen of the United States, residing at

© Minonk, in the county of Woodford, State
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of Tllinois, have invented a new and useful
Table-Cloth Support; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to an improved
table cloth support, and one of the objects
of the invention is the provision of an im-
proved support of this kind, which may be
manufactured for a small cost and -sold at
a reasonable profit. ' ,

On large farms or ranches, the food in
dishes is placed on the table, and hereto-
fore a table cloth or the like is thrown
thereover, and when the hands working on
the farm or ranch come in at meal time the
cloth is removed, allowing access to the food
on the table. In this way the cloth very
often contacts with the food itself.

Therefore, another object of the invention
js the provision of an improved, simple,
and efficient support, preferably one at each
end of the table, or as many as may be de-
sired, consisting of a single length of yield-
able wire bent to form an arch and provided
with spring coils, i

and having means at its
ends to clamp in engagement with the op-
posite longitudinal portion of the marginal
edge of the table top, to support the table
cloth in a raised or arched position over
the food.

In practical fields the detail of construc-

tion may necessitate alterations falling’

within the scope of what is claimed.

The invention comprises further features
and combination of parts as hereinafter set
forth shown in the drawings and claimed.

Tn the drawings:—

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a
table top disclosing the improved support
applied thereto.

Tig. 2 is a transverse sectional view of
the table top showing the support in eleva-
tion. ~

Fig. 8 is an enlarged detail view in per-
spective of one end of one of the supports.

Referring more especially to the draw-
ings, 1 designates the support as a whole,

" be supported in an arch

which consists of a single length of yield-
able or spring wire, which may be bent
in any suitable shape, preferably arched as
illustrated. The single length of.wire is
provided with one or more spring coils or
twists 2 in order to insure additional re-
siliency or yieldability. Each end of ‘the
wire is bent at 3, 4 and 5, thereby forming
an arm 6 consisting of double thicknesses
of wire, to engage the upper_ face of the
table top. The wire beyond the bend 5 is
again bent as at 7, and beyond this bend
the wire is turned in the form of a eircular
clamping portion or arm 8. In this man-
ner, viewing the support in side elevation,
a U-shaped end is formed, to straddle the

edge portion of a table top. In other words

the circular arm or portion 8 engages the

under face of the table top, whereas the arm

6 engages the upper face of the table top,

thereby holding the support 1 rigidly in

position, there being a support at each end

of the table, whereby the table cover may

position over the

food. If desired one table cloth may engage

the table top proper with the food thereon,

while another cloth may be thrown over the

supports. In this way the clamping- mem-

bers at the ends of the support may hold

the cloth that contacts with the table top as

well as supporting the second cloth over the

food. The opposing and abutting parts of

cach looped arm 6 may be separated or

sprung apart to receive and clamp a portion

of the table spread therebetween, thereby

preventing accidental displacement of the

spread. ‘

The invention having been set forth what
is claimed as new and useful is:—

A table spread support comprising . a
frame constructed from a single length of
spring wire material and being arched and
resilient and to extend from one side of the
table top to the other, said frame have
spring coils, one near each end, each end of
the frame beyond the coil being bent upon
itself to form a loop arm overhanging the
upper surface of the table top, the opposite
adjacent sides of each looped arm adapted
to be separated to receive and clamp there-
between said table spread, said end portion
beyond the loop arm being bent U-shaped to
straddle the edge portion of the tahle fop,
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the lower arm of said U-shaped portion ter- In testimony whereof I have signed my
minating in an enlarged circular spring ring name to this specification in the presence of
having an unattached extremity and adapt- two subscribing witnesses.

ed to yieldably engage under the table top, BURLAN S. BARBER.
whereby the arched frame may be support- Witnesses:

ed in an upright position should one end of . ~C. E. Rmeg,

the frame be detached. ~ H. C. Bozarrs.

vopies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
- L ‘Washington, D. ¢.”



