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Toomey. Co., 75 Webster St., Worcester, Mass. 
Filed Yan. 22, 1963, Ser. No. 253,138 

2 Claims. (C. 2-03) 

This invention relates to a new and improved combined 
collar and neckband construction particularly adapted 
for clerical garments and relating principally to a new 
and improved military collar or neckband. 
The principal object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a combined collar and neckband of the class described 
in which the military portion of the neckband of the 
clerical shirt, vest, etc. is completely removable and can 
be applied to the garment by the wearer, further in com 
bination with a removable collar which is also applied and 
removed by the wearer, the collar having apertures for 
the reception of interengaging means such as snap fas 
teners between the removable military portion of the neck 
band and the usual neckband on the shirt, vest, etc., thus 
providing exact location for the military neckband as well 
as removability, and holding the collar in correct posi 
tion. 
A further object of the invention resides in the pro 

vision of a new and improved military collar construction 
for clerical garments as above described including means 
for correctly positioning the collar and the military por 
tion of the neckband, said means being provided for in 
stance by snap fasteners which are located on the part of 
the neckband which is permanently attached to the cleri 
cal garment and the military neckband portion thereof 
which is removable, the collar being held between the 
two neckband portions, i.e., the permanent neckband por 
tion and the removable military neckband portion. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a cleri 
cal vest having a narrow neckband partially encircling 
the wearer's neck, a detachable collar, and a pair of mili 
tary neckband portions which may be assembled and se 
cured on the outside of the narrow neckband by sep 
arable fasteners prior to application of the vest to the 
wearer, and which vest may be subsequently readily ap 
plied to the wearer with the pre-assembled detachable 
collar and military neckband portions separably secured 
to the narrow neckband, and thereupon secured around 
the wearer's neck by interengaging separable fasteners pro 
vided on overlapping ends of the military neckband 
portions. 
The invention further relates to arrangements and com 

binations of parts which will be hereinafter described 
and more particularly set forth in the appended claims. 
3. Reference is to be had to the accompanying drawings, 

- in which 

FIG. 1 is a view in front elevation illustrating the in 
vention in assembled relation, part being broken away; 

FIG. 2 is a view in front elevation showing the collar; 
FIG. 3 is a view in front elevation showing the garment 

with the permanently attached neckband thereon; 
FIG. 4 is a view showing one of the detachable military 

neckband portions; 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged section on line 5-5 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 6 is a similar section showing a slight modification 

with respect to the collar, and . . . 
FIG. 7 is an enlarged section on line 7-7 of FIG. 2. 
Referring now to FIG. 1, the reference numeral g6 

indicates a more or less conventional clerical garment or 
the like which may be a vest, shirt, shirtfront, etc. On 
this garment there is attached a neckband which is indi 
cated by the reference numeral 12. In general, the con 
struction of the shirt front, etc. and neckband can be as 
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desired, but the neckband in this case is provided with 
a series of snap fastening members 14 which as shown 
are the female portions thereof. The ends of the neck 
band 12 as at 16 are not provided with snap fasteners, 
hooks, or buttons, but these may be provided if desired. 
The neckband as usual is relatively stiff and self-sustain 
ing being generally in circular shape to conform to the 
neck of the wearer. 
The collar which may be either a single member or 

fold-over type as indicated in FIGS. 5 and 6, is illustrated 
in FIG. 2 as being a single substantially flat sheet of 
collar material having however a shape as shown in FG. 
2 for better fit. This collar may be made of any desirable 
material and is self-sustaining as usual, being provided at 
the ends if desired with collar-button holes 18, the collar 
itself being indicated by the reference numeral 20. It is 
proposed that this collar may be molded of a suitable 
plastic material, in which case it will be preferably pro 
vided at its upper edge with a slight longitudinal bead 22 
so as to be more comfortable to the neck of the wearer. 
The essential characteristics which are novel in the 

present collar reside not only in the fact that it can 
be made of plastic but that it is provided with a series 
of holes 24, 24 and 26, 26 and it will be seen that these 
holes correspond in general to the spacing of the snap 
fastenrs 14 on neckband 12 in FIG.3. - 
A novel feature of the present invention is presented 

by the provision of the separable or detachable military 
neckband collar portions which are indicated at 28, and 

30 30. These are provided in left and right-hand members 
but they are substantially the same except for the shape 
provided for better fit. These members can if desired 
have conventional snap fasteners 32 for securing the ends 
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together at the back of the neck. 
The essential characteristic of the military portions of . 

the neckband is that they are completely removable and 
detachable and to this end they are each provided with 
male snap-fastener portions as for instance 34, these 
appearing at the rear side only and having embedded 
means such as flat circular plates 36 for holding the same 
thereto with a projecting button 38 for cooperation with 
the openings in the female portions of the snap fasteners 
at 14. The male parts 38 extend through the holes 24 in 
the collar and it will be seen therefore that the collar is 
sandwiched between the more or less permanent neck 
band 12 and the detachable military portion of the neck 
band which is indicated at either 28 or 39. 

in F.G. 6 there is shown the same construction but 
in this case the collar 40 is of the fold-over type rather 
than the single coplanar type indicated at 20. 

In garments of this nature, the military portion of the 
neckband is ordinarily sewed in permanently with respect 
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to the hidden portion of the neckband and the collar 
is held in more or less conventionally as by collar-buttons 
or the like. However, the military portion of the neck 
band which is exposed wears out more quickly than the 
rest of the garment requiring a tailoring operation to re 
new it. In the present case, however, the wearer can 
purchase a new military portion of the neckband and 
apply it himself. 
More important, however, the parts are all clearly se 

cured and correctly positioned with respect to each other. 
That is, the military portion of the neckband is snapped 
or otherwise fastened onto the permanent portion thereof 
always in the same location, leaving an exact gap between 
the inner ends thereof as is indicated at 42 in FIG. 1. 
This gap is always perfectly centered. The extent of the 
upper edge of the collar above the military portion of the 
neckband is always exactly the same and made uniform, 
although of course all of these parts can be made in differ 
ent widths as desired by the customer for high, medium or 
low collars. Therefore not only is the construction im 
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proved but the appearance of the collar is greatly im 
proved and the ultimate expense to the wearer is reduced 
due to the fact that he can replace the military portion of 
the neckband himself as he may desire. Also, due to 
the fact that the military portion of the collar is de 
tachable, the entire clerical front or shirt can be dry 
cleaned which was impossible to do with prior art gar 
ments of this type in which the military portion of the 
collar was permanently attached. 

Having thus described our invention and the advan 
tages thereof, we do not wish to be limited to the 
details herein disclosed, otherwise than as set forth in the 
claims, but what we claim is: 

1. A clerical vest of the type utilizing a military collar, 
comprising a narrow neckband formed of self-sustaining 
flexible material of such stiffness as to normally assume a 
curvature loosely conforming to the curvature of the neck 
of the wearer, said narrow neckband having an interme 
diate portion adapted to extend uninterruptedly around the 
front of the neck of the wearer and opposite end portions 
adapted to lie against the backportion of the wearer's neck, 
a garment portion attached to the intermediate portion of 
said narrow neckband and depending therefrom, said 
garment portion being a discontinuous limp piece of cloth 
material defined by top, bottom and side edges covering 
the front chest portion of the wearer, a detachable single 
ply collar having plain uninterrupted lower and upper 
edges, a pair of detachable military neckband portions, 
interengaging fasteners having separate male and female 
fastener elements respectively secured oppositely on the 
narrow neckband and the military neckband portions for 
separably securing the same together in a certain prede 
termined relationship, with the detachable military neck 
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4. 
to the neck of the wearer, the respective military neckband 
portions having one pair of corresponding ends spaced 
from each other and detachably secured by said inter 
engaging fasteners to said intermediate portion of said 
narrow neckband forming a central gap at the front of 
the vest, and another pair of opposite ends adapted to 
overlap at the rear of the wearer's neck, the collar being 
positioned between the narrow neckband and the detach 
able military neckband portions, and holes in the collar 
between the upper and lower edges thereof, said holes 
being positioned for receiving the male fastener elements 
which extend through the holes and engage female fastener 
elements on the opposite side of the collar, thereby holding 
the collar in correct position between the military collar 
portions and the narrow neckband with the upper edge of 
said collar extending slightly above the military collar 
to a uniform extent. 

2. The clerical vest recited in claim 1, wherein inter 
engaging separable fastener elements are secured to said 
opposite overlapping ends of said military neckband por 
tions for separably fastening said overlapping ends to 
gether. 
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