
849,726 2 s, B. VAY 
PORTABLE COMMODE 

Sept. 2, 1958 
3 Sheets-Sheet li Filed June 28, 1955 

Arrorhérºs 

zzzzzz… Zazeze 

SAPAAVOCEA? A9. /AY 

??????????? 

Paavaa. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Sept. 2, 1958 S. B. VAY 2,849,726 
PORTABLE COMMODE 

Filed June 28, 1955 3. Sheets-Sheet 2 

INVENTOR. 

+ và SPEWcEº 3. V4Y 
S BY 

  



2,849,726 S. B. VAY 

PORTABLE COMMODE 
Sept. 2, 1958 

3 Sheets-Sheet 3. Filed June 28, 1955 

INVENTOR, 
SAPEWCAEA? AB. /AY 

A77OAPWAYS 

  

  



United States Patent Office 2,849,726 
Patented Sept. 2, 1958 

2,849,726 
PORTABLE COMMODE 

Spencer B. Vay, Palo AIto, Calif. 
Application June 28, 1955, Serial No. 518,594 

9 Claims. (Cl. 4-134) 

This invention relates to a new and improved portable 
commode. 

In general, the object of the invention is to provide a 
portable commode of unique construction which may be 
formed from an integral section of foldable sheet material, 
such as corrugated paper or fiberboard material, and 
which may be particularly useful where permanent sani 
tation facilities are not available. In this connection it 
is contemplated that the invention may be advantageously 
used by hunters and fishermen in areas where it is desired 
to provide temporary sewage disposal facilities. It is 
also contemplated that the invention may have important 
utility in providing a means for sanitary control in mili 
tary or civil defense evacuation areas or in other emer 
gency situations where more permanent sewage facilities 
are unavailable or have been destroyed or interrupted. 
The particular embodiment of the invention which is 

illustrated in the drawings and which will be described 
in more detail hereinafter is made from an integral sec 
tion of laminated corrugated fiberboard material which 
is cut and folded to define three primary column-forming 
panels and three top flaps foldably hingedly joined to the 
top edges of the panel-forming sections. The section of 
material is foldably positionable in such manner that the 
column-forming panels define a hollow vertical open 
ended column substantially triangular in plan. The three 
top flaps are adapted to be folded across the top open 
end of the column in superposed relationship. The top 
flaps are formed with registering cut-outs defining a 
seat opening. A sewage disposal bag formed of plastic 
or similar material is vertically positioned in the interior 
of the column in communication with the seat opening. 
By utilizing commercially available chemical disinfectants 
and deodorants the commode facility thus established 
provides a sanitary and unobjectionable means of sewage 
disposal over a substantial period of time. 
A more specific object of the invention is to provide 

a portable commode of the character briefly above men 
tioned and which is manufactured from a single section 
of sheet material utilizing fold lines and die-cuts exclu 
sively and without the necessity of employing stitching, 
taping, or adhesive to secure any of the joints or parts 
together. 

Another principal object of the invention is to provide 
a portable commode of the character briefly above men 
tioned which may be readily folded from its position of 
use to a relatively flat compact package form for con 
venience in carrying and shipping, and for convenient re 
packaging and storing for subsequent use. 

Other numerous objects and advantages of the inven 
tion will become apparent upon reading the following 
specification and referring to the accompanying drawings 
in which similar characters of reference represent cor 
responding parts in each of the several views. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the unit viewed from in 
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2 
front and above and showing the parts in assembled posi 
tion of use. 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the unit shown in Fig. 1 
with portions broken away shown in section. 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken substantially on line 
3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken substantially on line 
4-4 of Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 is a vertical sectional view taken substantially 
on line 5-5 of Fig. 4. 

Fig. 6 is a plan view of the die-cut blank or pattern 
from which the unit is fabricated. 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view viewed from the front and 
above of the unit folded in its flat compacted package 
form. 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view viewed from the rear and 
above of the unit in its folded, flat compacted form. 

Fig. 9 is an enlarged sectional view taken substantially 
on line 9-9 of Fig. 7. 

Fig. 10 is an enlarged sectional view taken substantially 
on line 10-10 of Fig. 8. 

Fig. 11 is a perspective view viewed from the rear and 
above of the unit in partially assembled condition. 

Fig. 12 is a fragmentary perspective view of the unit 
viewed from in front and above shown in the manner in 
which the disposal bag is fitted to the unit. 

Referring now more specifically to the drawings, the 
integral section of sheet material from which the unit 
is constructed, such as conventional corrugated paper or 
fibreboard material, is indicated generally at A, and the 
reference character B indicates generally the disposal bag 
receptacle. 

Referring particularly to Fig. 6, the pattern or blank 
from which the unit is fabricated comprises three pri 
mary column-forming panels 11, 12 and 13, and two 
secondary panels 14 and 15 respectively. The said pri 
mary and secondary panels 11-15 inclusive are hingedly 
foldably joined along adjacent side edges by fold lines 
indicated at 16, 17, 18 and 19 respectively. A substan 
tially T-shaped locking tab, indicated generally at 21, 
and defined by fold lines 22 and 22a and die-cuts 23 is 
formed as an integral extension of secondary panel 15. A 
rectangular locking tab 24 is also formed as a further 
integral extension of tab 21. 

Panel 11 is formed with 2 axial slots 26 and 27 and 
one transverse slot 23 adjacent its upper edge. Panel 12 
is formed with one axial slot 29 and one transverse slot 
31 adjacent its bottom edge. 

Panel 13 is formed with two transverse slots 32 and 33 
adjacent its lower and upper extremities respectively. 
In the embodiment shown, neither of the secondary panels 
14 or 15 is slotted, although panel 14 is formed with an 
upper flap 34 hingedly joined to panel 14 along fold 
line 36. 

Three base flap members indicated at 37, 38 and 39 
are hingedly foldably joined along fold-lines 4, 42 and 
43 to panels 11, 12 and 13, respectively. Base flap 38 
is divided by transverse fold-lines 44 and 45 into two 
flap sections 38a and 38b and is also provided with a 
rectangular locking tab 46. - 

Base flap 39 is provided with an integral extension 47 
hingedly joined thereto along double fold-lines 48 and 
formed with finger-grip apertures 49. As will more fully 
hereinafter appear, when the unit is folded in its flat 
compacted package form, apertured extension 48 func 
tions as a convenient carrying handle for the unit. 
Three generally triangular-shaped top flaps 51, 52 and 

53 are foldably joined along fold-lines 54, 55 and 56 to 
panels 11, 12 and 13, respectively. Each of the flaps 
51-53 is formed with a die-cut opening, such as in 
dicated at 57, 58 and 59, which said openings when the 
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within the available space interiorly of the compacted 
unit A, such as shown in Fig. 9. 

Although the foregoing invention has been described 
in some detail by way of illustration and example for pur 
poses of clarity of understanding, it is understood that 
certain changes and modifications may be practiced with 
in the spirit of the invention and scope of the appende 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A portable commode made of foldable sheet ma 

terial such as corrugated paper material, comprising: first, 
second and third column-forming panels foldably hinged 
ly joined together at their adjacent side edges; said col 
lumn-forming panels positionable relative to one another 
to form a hollow vertical open-ended column generally 
triangular plan; first, second and third top-forming flaps 
each hingedly foldably joined along one of its major sides 
to the top edges of said first, second and third column 
forming panels, respectively; each said top flap patterned 
generally similar in shape and proportions to the tri 
angular configuration defined by said column, all of said 
flaps foldable across the top open end of said column in 
vertically superposed relationship; first releasable inter 
locking means for securing said panels in column forma 
tion; a portion of the two unhinged major sides of the bot 
tom flap in folded position each directly overlying an ad 
jacent portion of the top edge of an adjacent panel and 
extending laterally exteriorly beyond the vertical plane 
of each respective panel, whereby vertical load forces act 
ing on said bottom flap are transmitted directly to said 
first, second and third panels via the hinged connection 
between the flap and one panel and via the unhinged por 
tions of the flap which overlie adjacent other panels; said 
top flaps in folded-over position formed with registering 
cut-outs defining a seat opening communicating with the 
interior of said column. 

2. A combination of claim 1 and wherein said column 
forming panels and said top flaps are foldable into a rela 
tively flat package form with all of said panels and said 
top flaps mutually overlying one another in stacked super 
posed relationship; and mutually engageable tab and slot 
means associated with at least one said panel and one said 
flap for interlocking said panels and flaps in flat package 
form. 

3. A portable commode made of foldable sheet ma 
terial Such as corrugated paper material, comprising: first, 
second and third column-forming panels foldably hinged 
ly joined together along adjacent side edges; first, second 
and third top flaps hingedly foldably joined to the top 
edges of said first, second and third panels respectively; 
said column-forming panels positionable relative to one 
another to form a hollow vertical open-ended column 
generally triangular in plan and with said first and second 
panels defining the sides and with the said third panel de 
fining the base of said triangular configuration; each said 
top flap patterned generally similar in shape and propor 
tions to the triangular configuration defined by said col 
unn said second top flap foldably joined to the top edge 
of said second column-forming panel and foldable across 
the top open end of said column; first and second locking 
tabs projecting outwardly from different sides of said sec. 
ond top flap engageable with first and second tab-receiving 
slots formed in said first and third column-forming panels 
respectively when said flap occupies its folded-over posi 
tion across the top open end of said column; said first and 
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6 
second locking tabs, each having sufficient length to re 
spectively project exteriorly beyond the vertical planes of 
the first and second column-forming panels when said sec 
ond top flap occupies its said folded-over position; said 
first top-flap hingedly joined to the top edge of said first 
column-forming panel and foldable across the top open 
end of said column in adjacent overlying position relative 
to said folded-over second top flap; said third top flap 
hingedly foldably joined to the top edge of said third col 
umn-forming panel and foldable across the open top end 
of said coiumn in adjacent overlying relationship to said 
folded-over first top flap; means for securing said panels 
in column formation; all of said top flaps when in folded 
over position across the top open end of the column 
formed with registering cut-outs defining a commode seat 
opening communicating to the interior of said column. 

4. The combination of claim 3 and wherein said col 
umn-forming panels and top flaps are foldable into a rela 
tively flat package form with all of said panels and flaps 
mutually overlying one another in stacked superposed 
relationship; and mutually engageable tab and slot means 
associated with at least one said panel and one said flap 
for interlocking said panels and flaps in flatpackage form. 

5. The combination of claim 3 and wherein said first 
top flap is formed with a depending marginal locking tab 
engageable within a registering slot formed in said secondi 
locking tab of said second top flap. 

6. The combination of claim 3 and wherein said first 
top flap is formed with a depending marginal locking tab 
engageable within a registering slot formed in said second 
locking tab of said top flap; and wherein said third top flap 
is formed with two marginal depending locking tabs en 
gageable in slots formed through the material defining the 
first and second top flaps respectively. 

7. The combination of claim 3 and wherein a disposal 
bag is vertically positioned with the triangular column in 
communication with the seat opening; the bag material 
defining the mouth regions of the bag flared laterally out 
Wardly and disposed between said first and third mutual 
ly overlying top flaps. 

8. The combination of claim 3 and wherein the seat 
opening cut-out formed in said third panel is defined by 
an interrupted incisure; said interrupted incisure defining 
a foldable seat flap closure for the commode seat opening. 

9. The combination of claim 3 and wherein the said 
last named means for securing said panels in column for 
mation comprises mutually interlocking tab and slot com 
ponents associated with said first and third column-form 
ing panels. and wherein said tab component includes at 
least one bendable extension ear bendable out of reg 
istered alignment with said slot component and into 
locked engagement with the side of the slot opposite from 
which said tab component is inserted. 
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