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My invention comprises a maternity girdle and more
specifically a girdle of the usual elastic, tubular or flat
woven or knit type which has incorporated therein means
for supporting the abdomen and relieving pelvic pressure
during maternity. '

While previous maternity girdles have used the ordi-
nary elastic tubular knit frame and other supporting
means, all that they accomplish is to hold in the lower
abdomen and afford no lift of weight from the . pelvis
during the maternity or place a support which is carried
by the waist of the wearer. An advantage of my inven-
tion is that the weight carried by the supporting mem-
ber is not supported by the waist, but is entirely carried
by the back of the wearer.

In general, my invention comprises an elastic tubular
knit slesve which has attached at the back, over the
spine, a belt which comes around the hips and has
hooks at the end thereof. Across the pelvis from groin
line to groin line, in front, is placed a tape member
which is stitched to the sleeve and which is elastic in
itself but at its lower edge has a non-elastic tape sewn
therein so that there is no stretch in this portion of the
garment. At the edges of the tape member are eyelet
tapes for adjustment so that the hooks on the belt can
be placed into any of the eyes of the eyelet tapes to
tighten or loosen the belt. By this means, the lower
non-elastic tape holds up and supports the abdomen and
relieves pelvic pressure while the upper part of the elastic
band permits expansion, thus providing a lower support
but no inward pressure,

Other objects ' and advantages of my invention will
be apparent from the following description of the pre-
ferred embodiment thereof.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my girdle.

Figure 2 is a front elevation,

Figure 3 is a section taken on line 3—3 of Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a section taken on line 4—4 of Figure 2.

Figure 5 is a rear elevation.

Figure 6 is a section taken on line 6—6 of Figure 2.

A maternity girdle constructed in - accordance with
my invention comprises a sleeve shaped member 1,
preferably formed of rayon-cotton,
fabric in & tubular knit,

Such girdles are common and
well-known and can have

leg members 2, Attached in
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‘the back of the sleeve 1, where it would e directly over
the spine of the wearer, there is fastened an elastic belt
3 by the stitching 4. In front, just above the crotch 3,
is stitched a strap 7 of elastic tape. This tape 7 is stitched
at its ends 8 to a non-elastic eyelet tape 9, This stitch-
ing goes through the sleeve 1 to make a monolithic struc- .
ture of the tape 7, the sleeve 1 and the eyelet tapes 9.
The tape 7 is also stitched down the front at 16, across
the top at 11.

To form a support underneath the tape 7 and. on
top of the sleeve 1 is stitched a non-elastic tape 13. The
tape 7 is stitched along its lower edges to the sleeve
1 and at the same time, through the non-elastic tape 13
as shown at 14.

In the use of my girdle, the belt 3 is hooked to the
eyelet tapes 9 at any one of the eyelets 16. It.is thus
adjustable and can be loosened or tightened to the
wearer’s comfort. By the use of the non-elastic tape
13, a rigid support is placed under the abdomen with-
out any inward pulling, but only an upward lift, and
the elastic tape 7 permits any expansion above the tape
13 thus providing a support which is expandable in size
above the supporting member.

1 have heretofore described an ordinary girdle, how-
€ver, many women prefer to have a panty girdle and
for this purpose I have provided the detachable crotch
which is attached to the girdle by the eyelet 21 and the
Looks 22. By means of this- detachable crotch 20, the
garment is much more readily cleaned and can be worn
both as a regular girdle or with the attachment of the
crotch 29 as a panty girdle, :

I claim:

1. A girdle comprising an elastic, tubular sleeve, an
elastic belt member attached to the rear of said sleeve,
an elastic tape attached to said sleeve in front adjacent
to and above.the crotch of the wearer, a non-elastic tape
attached to said sleeve and to the lower edge of said
elastic tape, and adjustable connecting means secured
at each end of said elastic tape and adapted to connect
said elastic tape and said elastic belt. S

2. A girdle comprising an elastic, tubular sleeve, an
elastic belt member attached to the rear of said sleeve,
an elastic tape attached to said sleeve in front adjacent
to and above the crotch of the wearer, a non-elastic tape
attached to said sleeve and to the lower edge of said
elastic tape, and adjustable connecting means secured
at each end of said elastic tape and adapted to connect
said elastic tape and said elastic belt, and an attachable
crotch member and means for attaching said crotch to
said sleeve. .
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