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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, ARTHUR MOSIER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residingat John Day,
in the county of Grant and State of Oregon,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Hay-Knives; and I do declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, suchas will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to thelet-

- ters of reference marked thereon, which form
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a part of this specification.

My invention consists of improvements in
hay knives consisting of a hay knife as here-
inafter described and claimed.

In the drawings—Figure 1 represents aside
view of a hay knifeembodying my invention,
the lever being raised. Fig. 2 represents a
side view of the same knife the lever being
lowered. Fig. 8 represents a plan view of the
knife as shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 4 represents
views of details of the knife. Fig. 5 repre-
sents a modified form of a handle.

Similar letters indicate corresponding parts
in the different figures.

Referring to the drawings A designates a
hay knife consisting of a body B formed ofa
heavy longitudinally extending piece of wood
or other material, adapted to rest upon the
bale or other quantity of hay which isto be cut.

B’ designates a guard formed of an iron or
other metallic plate secured in any suitable
manner by rivets or nails to one side at one
end of said body B. At the inner end of the
guard B’ secured thereto and to the body B is
ametallic-stirrup C, the outersurface of which

is flush with the outer side of the guard B’

and the top of the body B,for convenience in
operating the knife. In the drawings the
guard B’ is shown secured to the body B by
means of two bolts D which pass through
limbs of the stirrup and the body.

Pivoted within the stirrup C, is the end of a
lever handle E, which is adapted to beraised
or lowered alongside of the body B in rear
of the guard B’ and has its rear portion or
end curved for manipulating the same. Se-
cured to the lever E at F isa downwardly pro-
jeeting knife G, having a curved edge facing

the guard B’. The upper end of the knife
which is secured to the lever E, is fastened to
arecess in the sameso that the surfaceof the
knife is flush with that of the lever, thereby
offering no obstruction to the operation of the
lever and knife. The front end of the body
B is eurved or rounded so as to offer less ob-
struction in the movement through or over
the hay.

In Fig. 5 is shown a modified form of han-
dle consisting of an iron rod fastened firmly
to the lever at the place where the knife is
fastened and extending perpendicular to the
side of the lever as shown in the drawings.
This construction permits the operator to use
both hands in operating thelever which is of
advantage in heavy cutting and allows the
blade to enter its full length into the hay.

The knife is provided with a beveled edge
on the same principle asthe cutter on a mow-
er, the straight edge being next to the stack.

The knife is operated, by, first raising the
lever and then pressing down on the same
bringing the edge of the blade in contact with
the material to be cut, at the same time push-
ing forward the body B. It will be noticed
that the cutting operation is somewhat after
the manner of a can opener and the device is
easy and efficient in operation while at the
same time simple in character.

What I claim as new, and desire to cover
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A hay knife having a body with a guard
at its front end, a lever pivoted to said body,
and a downwardly projecting knife blade se-
cured to said lever, said parts being combined
substantially as described.

2. A hay knife having a longitudinally ex-'

tending body, a stirrup seeured thereto, a le-
ver secured at one end to said body and stir-
rup, and a knife blade secured to said lever,
said parts being combined substantially as de-
seribed. ) -

3. A hay knife having a longitudinally ex-
tending body provided with a curved front
end, a guard engaging the front end of said
body and flash with the top of the same, a

‘stirrup at the rear of said guard havingopen-

ings for bolts, said stirrup being flush with
the outer side of said guard and the top of
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said body, a lever pivoted in said stirrup
and adapted to operate at the side of said
body, said lever being provided with a recess
in its side, the walls of said recess receiving
a downwardly projecting knife blade, said
blade being provided with a eurved edge fac-
ing said guard, said parts being combined
substantially as described.

4. A hay knife havinga longitudinally ex-
tending body provided with a curved front
end and a guard engaging the same, a stirrup
at the rear of said guard engaging the same
and said body and a lever pivoted in said stir-

rup and provided with a recess receiving a
downwardly projecting knife blade, and a 15
handle perpendicular to said lever and con-
nected with the same at the said recess, said
parts being combined substantially as de-
seribed. ‘

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 20
presence of two witnesses.

ARTHUR MOSIER.

Witnesses:
P. F. WoOLFING,
. E. FOSTER.




