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This invention relates to lint pick-up devices and parii-
cularly to such devices utilizing pressure-sensitive tape for
picking up dust, lint and the like from articles of clothing.

It is an object of the invention to provide a lint-pick-up
device which will efficiently pick up lint and the like from
clothing; which can be manufactured and sold at low cost;
which is easy to operate; and which can be operated with
a minimum of effort and without injury to the user.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of the lint pick-up
device showing it in use.

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary longitudinal seciional view of
the lint pick-up device.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the lint pick-up device.

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view showing the
manner in which a used portion of the tape on the lint
pick-up device is removed to expose a new portion for use.

Referring to the drawings, the lint pick-up device em-
bodying the invention comprises a roller 19 including a
cylinder 31 of cardboard or the like, the ends of which
are closed by metal caps 12 formed with peripheral
flanges 13 that define grooves into which the ends of the
cylinder 21 extend. Flanges 13 are crimped over the
ends of cylinder 1i. A length of pressure-sensitive tape
13 is wound continuously on the exterior of the cylinder
portion 11 with the pressure-sensitive surface facing out-
wardly. The inner end of the length 13 is fastened to the

-cyiinder 12 by suitable means such as gluing or stapling.

A length of wire 14 including a straight axle portion 15
is provided with the axle portion 15 extending through
openings 16, 17 in the caps 12 to rotatably mount the
roller 10 on the axle portion 15. The end of the wire at
one end of the axle portion 15 is reversely bent as at 18
to define a closed loop with the free end of the wire bent
around the axle portion 5 as at 19. The free end of the
bent portion 18 of the wire extends adjacent the axle por-
tion and engages the roller 19 to prevent axially inward
movement of the roller. A sheet metal cap nut 26 on the

- other free end of the axle portion 15, in cooperation with
the portion 19 axially locates the roller 18 on the axle
portion 15.

As shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, the loop 18 forms a handle
which lies entirely on one radial side of the axle portion
15 and thereby provides a space, defined as S in FIG. 1,
into which the fingers can extend when the pick-up device
is used against a fabric laid on a flat surface F (FIG. 1).
In this manner, the lint pick-up device can be effectively
operated without injury to the fingers of the user.

In use, the lint pick-up device may be rolled against a
fabric either on the user or on a flat surface and the pres-
sure-sensitive surface of the tape, which may be a paper
tape with a pressure-sensitive adhesive thereon, will pick
up lint, dust and other loose materials from the fabric.

When the exterior of the exposed portion of the tape
becomes fully contaminated with lint and the like, the
end of the tape can be grasped to pull off the used ex-
posed portion and provide an unused exposed portion. As
shown in FIG. 3, the end of the tape is preferably folded
over as at 21 to define a grasping edge which can be used
to grasp the end of the tape without usual tearing that
might occur in the normal handling of pressure-sensitive
tape of the coated paper tape.

When the used length of tape is pulled outwardly, the
end of the used length is torn as shown in FIG. 4 by first
folding along a line 22 and then on the second line 23
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which produces a new folding edge corresponding to the
folding edge 21, The exposed length L of the tape is
then torn along the fold line 23. In this manner, a clean
exposed surface is provided along a straight line and
simultaneously a new pull-off tab T is produced.

It can thus be seen that there has been provided a lint
pick-up device which efficiently picks up lint particles and
the like from material; which can be easily used witholit
injury to the fingers of the user; which can be manufac-
tured at low cost; and which can be readily operated to
provide a new length of tape.

1 claim:

1. A lint pick-up device comprising

a roller,

a length of pressure-sensitive tape wound around the
periphery of the roller with the pressure-sensitive sur-
face facing outwardly,

a wire comprising an axle portion extending through
said roller and forming a shaft on which the roller is
rotatably mounted,

means on the free end of said axle portion engaging
said rolier and preventing movement of said roller
axially outwardly,

said wire being bent adiacent the end opposite said free
end to form a closed loop handle adjacent the end
of the roller,

the free end of said bent portion of said wire extend-
ing adjacent the axle portion and engaging said roller
to prevent axially inward movement of said roller,

said handle baving substantially all portions thereof
extending on one radial side of said shaft.

2. A lint pick-up device comprising

a cylindrical roller comprising an open-ended cylinder,

end caps formed with peripheral flanges defining
grooves in which the ends of said cylinder extend,

a length of pressure-sensitive tape wound around the
periphery of the roller with the pressure-sensitive sur-
face facing outwardly,

a wire comprising an axle portion extending through
said roller forming a shaft on which the roller is ro-
tatably mounted,

means on the free end of said axle portion engaging
said roller and preventing movement of said roller
axially outwardly,

said wire being bent adjacent the end opposite said
iree end to form a closed loop handle adjacent the
end of the roller,

the free end of said bent portion of said wire extend-
ing adjacent the axle portion and engaging said roller
to prevent axially inward movement of said roller,

said handle having substantially all porticns thereof ex-
tending on one radial side of said shaft.
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