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To (t/l vilon, it Talf conce '72: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAMS. FAULKNER, 

a resident of Lynchburg, Virginia, have in 
vented a new and useful Improvement in 
Shelter-Tent Halves and Ponchos, which in 
vention is fully set forth in the following speci 
fication. 
This invention relates to military equip 

ment. 
When actively campaigning, and particu 

larly in tropical climates, the soldier carries 
as part of his equipment a shelter-tent half, 
a poncho, and a blanket. The shelter-tent 
half is usually made of heavy cotton cloth 
and is wholly useless except as a tent, while 
the poncho is composed of a rubber veneer 
ing upon a fabric base, which veneering read 
ily peals off as the result of exposure to the 
hot sun of the tropics. Furthermore, the com 
bined weight of the shelter-tent half, the 
poncho, and the blanket adds very mate 
rially to the soldier's burden. Another se 
rious difficulty frequently encountered when 
campaigning in the tropics, even in the rainy 
season, is that of obtaining a pure-water sup 
ply. Rain may fall in torrents, yet the sol 
dier be compelled to obtain his water-supply 
from filthy puddles and stagnant pools, where 
it is polluted by decaying vegetable and ani 
mal matter. 
One object of the present invention is to 

increase the efficiency of the shelter-tent and 
poncho while materially decreasing the bur 
den of the soldier, and a further object is to 
provide means whereby the soldier may ob 
tain a plentiful supply of pure wholesome 
water during any rainfall. 
With these objects in view the invention 

consists in a combined poncho and shelter 
tent half, made of any suitable material, pref 
erably the waterproof fabric known as “rub 
berized wool.' The shelter-tent half is of 
the usual outline and is provided with a suit 
able opening at or near its center, through 
which the head of the wearer is inserted when 
it is used as a poncho, said opening being 
provided with protecting-flaps to exclude the 
Water when the article is used as a shelter 
tent half. 

Furthermore, the invention 
shelter-tent half consists of a 

provided with a trough or 
water-pocket preferably at or near the lower 

edge thereof, into which Water falling on the 
tent-half may drain and be preserved for use. 
The inventive idea involved may receive 

various mechanical expressions, one of which 
is shown in the accompanying drawings, and 
it is to be expressly understood that such 
drawings are designed for purposes of illus 
tration only and not as defining the limits 
of the invention. 
In such drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of a shelter-tent composed of two shel 
ter-tent halves made according to my inven 
tion. Fig. 2 is a view showing my shelter 
tent half in use as a poncho, and Fig. 3 is a 
plan view of the combined poncho and shel 
ter-tent half. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 is a substan 
tially rectangular piece of fabric, preferably 
rubberized wool, and 22 are triangular pieces 
securely stitched thereto, though they may 
be formed integrally there with, if desired. 
As shown in Fig. 3, the outline of the body l, 
with the attached flaps 22, is that commonly 
employed in shelter-tent halves; but the par 
ticular outline is not essential and may be 
varied to suit the requirements. It is pro 
vided with gromets 3 3, through which 
the poles 4 4 are inserted when erecting the 
tent, and with ball-and-socket or other suit 
able fastening devices 5 and 6, which may be 
used to fasten the two tent-halves together 
and close the flaps, as in Fig. 1. In approxi 
mately the middle portion of the body 1 a 
slit 7 is formed, over which is placed a flap 8 
on both sides of the body 1, the flap on the 
inside being on the opposite side of the slit 7 
from the flap on the outside, as Will be read 
ily understood from an inspection of Fig. 3. 
To the body 1, and preferably along the 

lower edge thereof, a water trough or pocket 
9 is secured in any suitable manner, here. 
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shown as by a double row of stitches rein 
forced by the gromets 10, through which the 
tent-pins or tent-cords may be passed when 
erecting the tent. 

95 

The use of the device will be readily un 
derstood. When employed as a tent-half it 
is erected in the usual way and the trough 
or pockets 99 on the opposite sides of the 
tent serve to catch the water falling on the 
tent, while the flaps 8 act to effectually ex 
clude the Water from the interior of the tent. 
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If desired, a plugged opening 11 may be 
formed to facilitate the withdrawal of the 
water from the trough or it may be dipped 
out. The quantity of water thus obtained is 
amply sufficient to supply the two occupants 
of the tent for a full day and it is perfectly 
pure and healthy. 

It will thus be seen that the invention pro 
vides a single article capable of all the uses 
to which either a poncho or a shelter-tent 
half may be put, and that the soldier is there 
fore enabled to dispense with the poncho 
heretofore forming part of his equipment, 
thereby materially reducing the weight of 
such equipment, while increasing its effi 
ciency by reason of the means for obtaining 
a pure-Water supply. 

I claim 
1. A tent-half made of fabric and having a 
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water receiving and retaining receptacle also 
made of fabric and formed there with or Se 
cured thereto. 

2. A tent-half having a slit formed therein, 
a flap secured along one edge of the slit on 
one side of the tent-half and overlying the 
slit, and another flap secured along the other 
edge of the slit on the opposite side of the 
tent-half and overlying the slit, whereby the 
said tent-half may be utilized as a poncho, 
as set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this 
specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

WILLIAM. S. FAULKNER. 
Witnesses: 

S. T. CAMERON, 
WM. B. KESKAM. 
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