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To all whom it may concern. 
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Beit known that I, JoHN L. CHRISTIAN, 
a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Pinnacle, in the county of Stokes and State 
of North Carolina, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Auto Utility Tables, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to conveniences or 

accessories for use in connection with auto 
mobiles and has for its object the provision 
of a novel table designed to be detachably 
mounted on a door of the vehicle body and 
movable to extend in a horizontal position to 
form a writing desk, table for serving re 
freshments and the like, the device being also 
well adapted for holding a road or other 
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map in proper position to facilitate reading, 
there being however no limitations as to 
the specifice use. 
An important object is the provision of a 

table attachment which is provided with 
novel clamping means whereby it may be 
readily engaged upon a door, the clamping 
means being furthermore adjustable to fit 
upon doors of different thicknesses and con 
structed to avoid scarring or marring the 
finish of the car. - - 
An additional object is the provision of an 

attachment of this character which will be 
simple and inexpensive in manufacture, easy 
to install, positive in action, efficient, dur 
able and convenient in use and a general im 
provement in the art. 
With the above and other objects and ad 

vantages in view the invention consists in 
the details of construction to be hereinafter 
more fully described and claimed and illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a vertical section through an 
automobile door showing the table applied 
thereto and in operative position, 

Figure 2 is a similar view showing the 
table swung down into inactive position, 
Figure 3 is a plan view with the parts arranged as in Figure 1, 
Figure 4 is a section on the line 4-4 of Figure 3, 
igure 5 is a similar view showing the 

table swung down, - 
Figure 6 is a side elevation of the attach 

ment. 
Referring moreEy to the draw ings the letter A designates a portion of an 

automobile, and B represents one of the 
doors thereof. 

In carrying out my invention I provide a 
flat table or board 10 of any desired size, 
shape and material though necessarily of a 
length less than the height of the door to 
which it is intended to be applied. Se 
cured upon the underside of this board is a 
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bracket 11 formed with one or more ears 
12 pivotally connected at 13 with one or 
more ears 14 on a clamping member 15 which 
has a lateral extension 16 at its upper end. 
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For clamping the device upon the door, I 
provide a second clamping member 17 which 
has a lateral extension 18 overlapping the 
extension 16 of the member 15 and adjust 
ably secured to a bolt 19 which passes 
through a hole in the extension 16 and 
through an elongated slot 20 in the exten 
sion 18. This bolt carries a wing or thumb 
nut 21 whereby the two members 15 and 17 
may be secured and held at any desired dis 
tance apart to effect clamping upon a ve 
hicle door of anythickness. 
To hold the table in horizontal or ex tended position I provide a brace designated 

broadly by the numeral 22 which brace in 
cludes a section 23, hinged at 24 upon the 
member 15, and which further includes a 
section 25 hinged at 26 upon the underside 
of the table. The two sections 23 and 25 
of the brace are connected by a rule joint 
27 whereby the brace must be pushed up 
wardly at its intermediate portion to break 
the joint and permit swinging down of the 
table against the inside of the door as 
shown in Figures 3 and 5. 
As vehicle doors do not extend vertically 

and as they all do not have the same pitch, 
it is necessary to compensate for variations 
in order to hold the board or table in hori 
Zontal position. In carrying out this fea 
ture I provide any necessary number of 
blocks 28 which are secured by any preferred 
means upon the lower end of the member 15 
and which engage against the inside of the 

70 

75 

30 

90 

95 

100 
door for holding the member 15 in such 
position that the table will be horizontal. 
To avoid marring the finish and upholster 
ing on the inside of the door, it is prefer 
able that the members 15, 16, 17 and 28 
be covered with felt indicated at 29. 
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The table may of course be used, con 
structed, and arranged as above described, 
though it is desirable to provide a sheet or 
pane 30 of glass or other transparent ma 
terial held in place by retaining strips or 
cleats 31 fastened down onto the table at 
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ly different thicknesses. 
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he ends thereoi, this transparent sheet serv 
ing as a protection for a map 32 or the like 
which may be thus displayed for convenient 
reference. 
From the foregoing description of the 

camping members 15 and 17 and by refer 
ring to the illustration thereof, it will be 
seen that they constitute efficient means for 
mounting the table upon automobiles of any 
makes in which the doors may be of wide 

The clamping 
members 15 and 17 might be described as of 
inverted L-shape and while it is not absolute 
ly essential it is preferable that the con 

15 nection of the two extensions 16 and 18 be 
of the dovetail shape clearly disclosed in 
Figure 6 so as to make the structure more 
rigid 

From the foregoing description it is be 
20 lieved that the construction, mounting and 

operation will be clear and the advantages 
of the device readily apparent without any 
need for further elaboration. 
While I have shown and described the 

25 preferred embodiment of my invention it 
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is of course to be understood that reserve 
the right to make such changes in the form, 
construction and arrangement of parts as 
will not depart from the spirit of the in 
vention or the scope of the subjoined claim. 

claim: 
A device of the character described, com 

prising a table, a pair of inverted L-shaped 
clamping members adapted to be straddled 
upon the upper edge of an automobile door, 
Said table being hinged upon one clamping 
member, and a brace pivotally connected 
with said clamping member and with the 
table and provided with a rule joint where 
by the brace may be broken to permit the 
table to swing down into substantially ver 
tical position, and adjustable means on the 
lower end of said clamping member for en 
gagement against the inside of the door for 
varying the position of said clamping mem 
ber to brace the table into horizontal posi 
tion, 
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in testimony whereof I affix my signature. 


