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This invention relates to a stamp pad and 
more particularly to the type of pad that is used 
as an ink pad for inking hand stamps commonly 
referred to as 'rubber Stamps.' 

In the common or conventional form of stamp 
inking pad in which the ink. or other fluid is 
applied to the top surface of the pad, there is a 
tendency for that surface to become objection 
ably sticky, due to evaporation of the inking fluid. 
The usual type of sponge rubber pad, moreover, 
islikely to furnish theinking fiuid too freely when 
replenished, or to provide too meagre a Supply 
of ink before being replenished. 

In the stamp pad construction of my present 
invention, the base of the pad is provided with 
interconnecting reservoirs for containing the link 
ing fluid. The pad itself is formed of sponge rub 
ber with a liquidimpervious skin-on its under-sur 
face. The pad, however, is provided with self 
sealing slits that extend completely through the 
thickness of the pad and through the otherwise 
liquid-impervious skin, with at least one-or-more 
of Such-slits lying above each of the reservoirs or 
Wells in the base. 

Consequently, when the rubber-stamp is pressed 
down against the upper-Surface-of-the-inking pad, 
at least one-of-the-self-sealing slitsis opened up 
sufficiently to feedink-from the adjacent reservoir 
up into the body of the pad, and thence by capil 
lary-action to the surface:of the pad. By reason 
of this -construction, the main supply of ink in 
the pad is prevented from exposure to the air and 
consequent evaporation, except as the ink is 
brought to the surface by use of the pad. Re 
plenishment of the ink-supply in the reservoirs 
in the base of the pad may be simply accom 
plished by inserting -an eyedropper through the 
Self-sealing slits-and forcing the ink fluid from 
the eyedropper into the reservoir therebelow. 
Since the reservoirs are interconnecting, the ink 
fuid will flow into all of the reservoirs, or, as is 
more likely, the operator will insert the eye 
dropper through a plurality of the slits to spread 
the ink among the various reservoirs or wells. 

It is therefore an important object of this in 
vention to provide a stamp inking pad of im 
proved construction to obviate the difficulties and 
disadvantages of the stamping pads heretofore 
employed. 

It is a further important object of this inven 
tion to provide a stamp inking pad in which the 
the pad itself is formed of sponge rubber and is 
provided with self-sealing slits, and the base of 
the pad is provided with interconnecting res 
ervoirs, or wells, from which the inking fluid is 
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drawn into the slits of the pad whenever the pad 
is used. It is a further important object of this 
invention to, provide a stamping pad in which the 
pad itself serves to prevent evaporation of the 
ink from the main source of supply of the ink 
in the base of the pad, the pad being provided 
with a liquid impervious skin on its under-sur 
face, through which self-sealing slits extend for 
permitting link from the reservoir to be drawn 
into the pad: as the same is used. 

It is a further important object of this inven 
tion to so construct the ink pad that a relatively 
great Supply of ink is incorporated in the ink pad 
assembly and at the same time to protect such 
ink against evaporation. While making the ink 
available for use as the pad itself is used. 
Other and further important objects of this 

invention will be apparent from the disclosures 
in the Specification and the accompanying draw 

gS. 
On the drawings: 
Figure -1 is a plan view:of an ink pad embody 

ing the principles of my invention, with the cover 
removed. 

Figure 2 is an end-elevational view of the same. 
Figure 3 is a plan view of the mounting base 

of the ink pad, with the pad proper removed. 
Figure 4 is a reduced sectional view taken sub 

stantially along the line-IV-IV of Figure 1. 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 

. Substantially along the line V-W of Figure 3. 
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Figure 6 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
Substantially along the line VI-VI of Figure 1, 
With the Section lines partially removed to show 
the construction more clearly. 

Figure 7 is an enlarged fragmentary-plan view 
of the-Sponge-rubber pad illustrating the form-as 
sumed by the self-sealing slits when the pad is 
stretched under tension applied transversely of 
the length-of-the-slits. 

Figure 8 is a sectional view taken substantially 
along the line VIII-VIII of Figure 7. 

Figure 9 is an enlarged sectional view of the 
stamp pad illustrating the action that takes place 
when the stamp, or ink receiving-member is ap 
plied to the Sponge rubber pad, as in the act of 
inking the rubber stamp. 

Figure 10 is a fragmentary top plan view of 
the structure shown in Figure 9, further illus 
trating the action of the pad. 

Figure 11 is an enlarged view of a portion of 
the pad illustrated in Figure9. 
As shown on the drawings: 
The reference numeral f5 indicates generally 

a stamp pad embodying the principles of my in 
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vention. The type of pad illustrated is that which 
Would be used in an Office for business purpoSeS. 
The pad is shown without a cover, but a COver 
would normally be used to protect the inking pad 
Surface When not in use. 
Said pad 5 comprises a base 6, formed of hard 

rubber or other Suitable material that is impervi 
ous to liquid and not attacked by the inking fluid. 
Said base 6 is provided with upstanding sidewalls 
which are rabbetted, as at 7, for receiving the 
cover. On the inside the base 6 is provided with 

f 
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plane vertical sidewalls 8 and with a plane bot 
ton wall 9, which is provided with depressions, 
or wells, 29, connected by grooves 2. As shown, 
the depressions or reservoirs 28 are Segmental 
spherical in form and are separated by the 

5 

plane Surface 9, but are interconnected by the . . 
grooves 24, which are of the same depth as the 
maximum depth of the Wells 2 and that extend 
both longitudinally and transversely. Considered 
another way, the bottom wall of the base member 
has thereon upwardly facing spaced surface areas 
With intervening liquid reservoir spaces, and with 
the surface areas lying in substantially the same 
plane for Supporting the skin 24 of the ink pad 
thereon. 
The rectangular recess provided by the inner 

Walls 8 is adapted to receive a pad, which is indi 
cated generally by the reference numeral 22. 
Said pad may be made from Sponge rubber and is 
of such size as to fit the recess provided by the 
inner Walls 8 and rest upon the surface 9, 
With its edges abutting the walls 8. The lateral 
edges of the pad are preferably Sealed to the walls 
i8, as indicated at 23 (Figs. 4 and 9). The seal 
ing of the joint so formed between the pad proper 
and the walls f8 prevents upward movement of 
the ink or other liquid at such joints. 
The pad 22 is formed from commercially avail 

able sponge rubber that is furnished in relatively 
thick sheets that have on one surface a liquid 
impervious skin, indicated at 24 (Figs. 6, 8 and 11). 
In mounting the pad 22 in the base 6, the skin 24 
is on the bottom and rests against the plane Sur 
faces 9. Thus, when the pad 22 is secured in 
position and the joint between the lateral edges 
of the pad and the inner walls 8 sealed with a 
liquid-tight adhesive, or cement, as at 23, the 
reservoirs 2 and grooves 2 are in effect sealed 
against the entrance of air from outside, except 
as will now be explained. 
The pad 22 is provided with a plurality of spaced 

Slits 25, extending the long way of the pad, as 
Viewed, and other slits 26, also spaced from each 
other and extending transversely of the slits 25 
and Spaced from Said slits 25. The slits 25 and 
26 extend completely through the pad and through 
the skin. 24, being preferably arranged in sym 
metrical roWS extending longitudinally and trans 
Versely of the pad. These slits are of such charac 
ter that they are normally closed, except when a 
distorting force or pressure is applied to the pad. 
The arrangement of the slits 25 and 26 is such 
that at least one of such slits, and usually several, 
is disposed over each reservoir 20. 

Thus, When the pad 22 is compressed, or a por 
tion thereof is depressed downwardly, as by the 
use of a Stamp, S (Fig. 9) one or more of the 
slits 25 or 26 will open up at its lower edge, as at 
26d. (Fig. 11) thereby allowing ink to move in the 
Opened slits and freely enter the spaces or voids 
of the Sponge rubber. Once the slits 25 or 26 re 
ceive the inking fluid from the wells 20 or grooves 
2, the fluid is distributed by capillary action 
through the rubber pad to the upper surface 
thereof, which is free from any skin such as the 
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4. 
skin. 24. The slits 25 and 26 thus tend to produce 
uniform ink distribution throughout the area of 
the pad 22, and these slits also enable the ink Sup 
ply in the reservoirs to be replenished when that 
becomes necessary. For that purpose, the ink can 
be introduced through one of the slits by means 
of an eyedropper. 

Figures 9, 10 and 11 illustrate the action that 
takes place When the stamp S is pressed down 
against the upper surface of the pad 22 and dis 
tortion of the pad takes place. As there shown, 
One of the SlitS 26 has opened up at the bottom, as 
at 26d, as a portion of the pad is depressed into 
One of the reservoirs 2. The ink fluid within 
Such reservoir 20 is thereupon caused to enter the 
opening 26a and be carried by capillarity up 
through the porous body of the pad 22. Upon the 
release of the distorting force, the opening 26d. 
closes again to entrap the amount of ink fluid 
that has been picked up in the operation. In its 
normal position, the skin 24 is substantially-im 
pervious to the flow of liquid therethrough, since 
all of the slits 25 and 26 are then closed. Thus, 
the ink Within the reservoirs 2 and the groove 
2 is again Sealed against the entrance of air 
beneath the pad 22 and will be retained in proper 
condition pending the need for replenishing the 
ink Supply in the body of the pad 22. 
The plane bottom surfaces 9 of the base f8 

Serve to Support the pad in its normal position. 
This insures proper contact of the pad with the 
Stamp S when the latter is applied to the ink 
pad in the normal or customary manner. 

It will thus be apparent that the present inven 
tion provides an ink pad that is so constructed 
and arranged as to protect the main suppy of ink 
from evaporation or other changes due to ex 
posure to the atmosphere, while at the same time 
making the Supply of ink available in proper 
amounts as the pad is used in a normal or ordi 
lay annel. 
Instead of forming the pad 22 of sponge rub 

ber, it may be formed of sponge-like regenerated 
cellulose or other cellular material of similar 
Sponge-like properties. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. In a stamp pad, a base formed to afford an 

upstanding Wall and a bottom wall defining a re 
CeSS having a generally flat bottom surface, said 
bottom Wall having a plurality of spaced reser 
Voirs formed therein as depressions opening 
through said fiat bottom surface, said bottom wall. 
having channels formed therein connecting said 
reservoirs So as to permit flow of liquid between 
Such connected reservoirs, a pad member formed 
from Sponge rubber and having a liquid tight 
skin. On one flat face thereof, said pad member. 
being disposed in said recess with said liquid tight 
skin resting on said flat bottom surface of said 
recess, adhesive means securing edge portions of 
Said pad member to said wall to form a liquid 
tight Seal with said wall about said edges, 
Said pad member having a plurality of spaced 
Self-closing slits extended therethrough and po 
sitioned so that at least one such slit is disposed 
OVer each of said reservoirs. 

2. In a stamp pad, a base formed to afford an 
upstanding wall and a bottom wall defining a re 
ceSS having a generally flat bottom surface, said 
bottom Wall having a plurality of spaced reser 
voirs formed therein as depressions opening 
through Said flat bottom surface, a pad member 
formed from Sponge rubber and having a liquid 
tight skin on one flat face thereof, said pad mem 
ber being disposed in said recess with said liquid 
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tight skin resting on said flat bottom surface of 
said recess, adhesive means securing edge por 
itons of Said paid member to said wall to form a 
liquid-tight. Seal With said wall about said edges, 
Said pad member having a plurality of spaced 
Self-closing Slits extended therethrough and posi 
tioned So that at least one such slit is disposed 
OVer each of Said reservoirs. 

3. In a stamp pad, a base formed to afford an 
upstanding Wall and a bottom wall defining a 
receSS having a generally flat bottom surface, said 
bottom Wall having -a, -plurality of spaced reser 
voirs formed ... therein -as, depressions opening 
through said fiat bottom-surface, said bottom wall 
having channels formed therein connecting said 
reservoirs So as to permit flow of liquid between 
Such connected reservoirs, a pad member formed 
from Sponge rubber and having a liquid tight 
skin on One flat face thereof, said pad member 
being disposed in said recess with said liquid tight 
skin resting on said flat bottom surface of said 
receSS, near S forning a liquid tight Seal between 
edge portions of Said pad member and said re 
CeSS, Said pad member having a plurality of 
Spaced Self-closing slits extended therethrough 
and positioned so that at least one such slit is 
disposed over each of said reservoirs. 

4. In a stamp pad, a base formed to afford an 
upstanding Wall and a bottom wall defining a 
receSS haWing a generally flat bottom surface, said 
botton Wali having a plurality of spaced reser 
Voirs formed therein as depressions opening 
through Said flat bottom surface, a pad member 
formed from Sponge rubber and having a liquid 
tight skin on one flat face thereof, said pad mem 
ber being disposed in said recess with said liquid 
tight skin resting on said fiat bottom surface of 
Said recess, means forming a liquid tight seal be 
tween edge portions of said pad member and said 
receSS, Said pad member having a plurality of 
Spaced Self-closing slits extended therethrough 
and positioned So that at least one such slit is 
disposed over each of said reservoirs. 

5. In a stamp pad, a base formed to afford an 
upstanding Wail and a bottom wall defining a 
receSS having a generally flat bottom surface, 
Said botton Wall having a plurality of spaced 
reservoirs formed therein as depressions opening 
through Said flat bottom surface, said bottom 
Wall having channels formed therein connecting 
Said reservoirs so as to permit flow of liquid be- 5 
tween Such connected reservoirs, a porous pad 
member disposed in Said recess, a normally liquid 
tight resilient skin member disposed on said flat 
bottom Surface So as to overlie said reservoirs and 
Sealed to the Surfaces of said recess about the 
edges of Said skin member, said skin member 
having a plurality of self-closing slits formed 
therein SO as to dispose at least one such slit 
Over each of said reservoirs. 

6. In a stamp pad, a base formed to afford an 
upstanding Wall and a bottom wall defining a 
recess having a generally flat bottom surface, said 
bottom Wall having a plurality of spaced reser 
Voirs formed therein as depressions opening 
through said flat bottom surface, a pad member 
formed from Sponge rubber and disposed in said 
receSS SO as to contact said walls about the edges 
of the receSS, a normally liquid tight resilient skin 
member disposed on said flat bottom surface so 
as to Overlie Said reservoirs and sealed to the sur 
faces of Said recess about the edges of said skin 
member, Said skin member having a plurality of 
Self-closing slits formed therein so as to dispose 
at least one such slit over each of said reservoirs. 

7. In a stamp pad, a base formed to afford an 
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upstanding:Wallanda, bottom-wall defining a re 
ceSS having a generally flat bottom surface, said 
botton Wall having a plurality of spaced reser 
voirs formed therein as depressions opening 
through 'Said flat bottom surface, a pad member 
formed from sponge rubber and disposed in said 
receSSSO, as to contact said Walls about the edges 
of the recess, a normally liquid tight resilient skin 
member disposed on said flat bottom Surface SO 
as to overlie said reservoirs and sealed to the 
surfaces of said recess about the edges of said 
skin member, Said pad member and Said, skin 
member having a plurality of aligned self-closing 
slits formed therein so as to dispose at least one 

is Such slit over each of Said reservoirs. 
8. In a stamp pad, a base formed to afford an 

upstanding wall and a bottom Wall defining a 
recess having a generally flat bottom surface, Said 
bottom wall having at least one depression 

() formed therein and affording a reservoir open 
ing through said flat botton Surface, a pad mem 
ber formed from sponge rubber and having a liq 
uid tight skin on one flat face thereof, said pad 
member being disposed in said receSS With Said 
liquid tight skin resting on said flat bottom Sur 
face of Said recess, adhesive means Securing edge 
portions of said pad member to Said wall to form 
a liquid tight seal with said wall about Said edges, 
said pad member having at least one Self-closing 
slit extended therethrough and positioned so as 
to be disposed over said reservoir. 

9. In a stamp pad, a base formed to afford an 
upstanding wail and a bottom wall defining a 
recess having a generally flat bottom surface, 

i said bottom wall having at least one depression 
formed therein and affording a reservoir opening 
through Said flat bottom Surface, a porous pad 
member disposed in said recess, a normally liquid 
tight resilient skin member disposed on said flat 
bottom Surface So as to overlie said reservoir and 
Sealed to the surfaces of Said recess about the 
edges of said skin member, Said skin member 
having at least one Self-closing slit formed there 
in SO as to be disposed over said reservoir. 

10. In a Stamp pad, a base formed to afford 
an upstanding Wall and a, bottom Wall defining 
a recess having a generally flat bottom surface, 
Said bottom Wall having at least one reservoir 
formed therein as a depression opening through 
Said fiat bottom Surface, a pad member formed 
from Sponge rubber and disposed in Said recess 
So as to Contact said Walls about the edges of 
the recess, a normally liquid tight resilient skin 
member disposed on Said flat bottom surface so 
as to Overlie Said reservoir and sealed to the Sur 
faces of Said receSS about the edges of Said skin 
member, Said pad member and Said skin member 
having at least one pair of aligned self-closing 
SlitS formed therein. So as to be disposed over Said 
reServoir, 

11. In a stamp pad, a base formed to afford 
an upstanding Wall and a botton Wall defining 
a receSS having a generally flat bottom surface, 
Said bottom Wall having at least one reservoir 
formed therein as a depression opening through 
Said flat bottom Surface, a pad member formed 
from Sponge rubber and disposed in said recess 
So as to contact said Walls about the edges of 
the recess, a normally liquid tight resilient skin 
member disposed on said flat botton Surface so 
as to overlie said reservoir and sealed to the sur 
faces of Said recess about the edges of said skin 
member, said skin member having at least one 
Self-closing slit formed therein so as to be dis 

5 posed over said reservoir. 
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12. In a stamp pad, a base having an upstand 
ing lateral wall and a bottom wall defining there 
With a pad-receiving recess, said bottom wall 
having thereon upwardly facing spaced surface 
areas with intervening liquid reservoir spaces, 
Said Surface areas lying in substantially the same 
plane, a pad member formed from sponge ma 
terial and having a liquid tight skin on the under 
face thereof, said pad member being disposed in 
said recess with said liquid tight skin resting on 
Said Surface areas and being secured at its lat 
eral edges to Said upstanding lateral wall to form 
a liquid-tight seal with said wall about said edges, 
and said pad member having a plurality of spaced 

i 

8 
self-closing slits extending completely there 
through and positioned so that at least certain 
of such slits are disposed above Said spaces. 

PAUL GORDON. 
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