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To all whom it may concern :

Beitknown thatI,KXASPER J. GREENWALD,
a citizen of the United Statés, residing in the
city of Newark, Essex county, New Jersey,
haveinvented certain newand useful Improve-
ments in Boot-Jacks, fully described and rep-
resented in the following specification and the
,accompanying drawings, forming a part of the
same. . :

My invention relates to an improvement in
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‘boot-jacks; and it consists in the combination,

with the jaws, of an elastic griping-lining of
special construction, intended to seize the boot
when inserted in the usual manner,and to hold
it firmly without bruising, ‘
Figure 1 is a plan view of a boot-jack having
the lining re-enforced by spring-plates. Fig. 2
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is a sectional view on the under side of-the

. same, but showing a modified construction.
20 Fig. 3 is a perspective side view of the same;

" and Fig. 41is a perspective view of the under
side of the jaws, showing a further modifica-
tion. :

Thelining shown in the drawings hasproved
the best adapted to the parpose, and consists
of a steel strip, #, having a rubber tube, ¥,
drawn tightly over it, 50 as to present a power-
fal griping-surface combined with great elas-
ticity. ' o

A is the body of the jack; B, the jaws; C,
the cleat to rest upon the floor; D, the lining;
E, the re-enforcing springs; I, elamps for secur-
ing the front ends of the same; G, notches in
. the body at the base of the.jaws for the rear
35 ends of the springs B to play in, and H caps

applied to the front ends of the jaws to securé
- the lining D in place. :

The lining forms an open loop within the
Jjaws to receive the boot, and is bent over the
front ends of the jaws and fastened by a nail,
a. The caps H prevent the nails from pulling
out and form a better finish, and may be made
of any metal, wrought or cast, so as to cover
the ends of the jaws. They are shown in the
drawings secured by tacks b, °
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near their middle, at ¢, to the sides of the loop
D, and left free to play endwise at both ends.
This gives.them great elasticity, while they
hold the lining firmly at a fixed level by their

50 ‘
ends fitting sidewisein the clamps Fand noteh-

The springs I8 are. shown in Fig. 1 riveted,

es G. In Fig. 2 the springs are shown unse-
cured to the loop D by any rivet, and having
their front ends unprovided with any clamps F,
but having their front ends carried argund the
ends of the jaws, benéath the bent ends of the
lining, and secured by the same nail, «. 'When
thus arranged the lining needs some other-
brace vertically to resist the upward pull of the
boot, and such a brace is shown in Fig. 4in
the form of an upright link, I, riveted to the
rear end of the loop at &, and fastened to the
cleat near the floor by a serew or nail,e. When
thus braced the lining may be used, if desired,
without the springs E, as shown in Fig. 4.

From the above description it will be séen
that the lining D is peculiarly adapted to yield
to the shapes of boots of various sizes by rea-
son of its being unrestricted in its lateral move-
ment, while the means deseribed show that it
can be braced in anyrequiredl direction without
diminishing this quality.

Having shown a number of ways for secur-
ing the flexible and elastic lining, it is obvious
that the same could DLe arranged to préss
merely upon the sides of the boot by cutting
out the bottom of the loop, as from m to-n in
Fig. 1, and relying upon the springs E to sup-
port the lining vertically.

I am aware that jaws formed upon the ends
of jointed levers have been made, and may be
considered as yielding surfaces adapted to fit
boots of different sizes. I do not, however, -
claim a yielding- jaw, but a yielding lining to
a fixed or stationary jaw; and not merely that,
but one having a griping-surface, which I be-
lieve no lever-jaws have been provided with.

I am also aware that a strip of rubber has
been fitted into.a groove formed inside the
jaws; but suehalining hasnosuch adaptability
as mine to boots of different sizes by reason of
its flexibility, it possessing merely a limited
degree of compressibility. I do not therefore
claim a rabber lining, broadly; but, having
shown the construction of my yieldingorspring 95
lining, the difference between the inventions
referred to and my own will be readily ob-
served, my lining obviously deriving its yield-
ing nature from its internal band of elastic
metal and its griping quality from the soft-
rubbercoating. Suchcoating may,if preferred,
be cemented to the inside only of the loop, and
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-other materials—as leather, &c.—may be sub-
stituted for rubber, if possessing a griping
character. :

To increase or adjust the force of the springs
E, I provide set-screws f, inserted in the body
of the jack, so as to penetrate the sides of the
notches G&,in which the rear endsof the springs
play. By turning the screws the ends of the
springs can be forced inward and their press-

»0 ure upon the sides of the loop increased at

pleasure.
I therefore claim my invention as follows:
In a boot-jack, a flexible lining for the jaws,

consisting of a rubber-covered metallic spring,
having its end secured to the front ends of the
jaws, combined with means for securing the
lining within the jaws at a fixed level, substan-
tially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I havé hereunto set
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my hand in the presence of two subscribing 20

witnesses.
KASPER J. GREENWALD,

Witnesses : -
Wirriam F. D. CRANE,
PHILIP UMBSCHEIDEN.



