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To all whom it may concern: 
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Be it known that I, JoHN M. RoHLFING, 
a citizen of the United States, residing at 
the city of St. Louis, State of Missouri, 
have invented a certain new and useful Im 
provement in Nailing-Strip Mounts for 
Freight-Cars, of which the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description, such as 
will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, forming part of this specification, in 
which- ". . . . . . 

Figure 1 is a cross sectional view through 
a freight car showing the arrangement of 
my improved nailing strip mounts; Fig. 2 
is an enlarged sectional view through one 
of the mounts; Fig. 3 is an elevational view. 
of one of the mounts. 
This invention relates to a new and useful 

improvement in nailing strip mounts for 
freight cars and consists of a simple, easily 
applied device, a plurality of which mounts 
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are preferably countersunk in the side wall 
of the car whereby nailing strips of Wood 
may be detachably secured in position either 
vertically, horizontally, or at an angle-as 
the requirements of the particular lading 
being transported demand. 

Heretofore, and indeed 
so-called “automobile ’ box car has been, 
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and is usually constructed with its side walls 
arranged inside the posts and diagonals con 
stituting the side framing of the car. This 
is known as a “sheathingless’ car on ac 
count of the absence of the outside sheath 
ing. It is obvious that the lining or Wall 
arranged inside the posts and diagonals 
provides a smooth uninterrupted surface 
which is very desirable in loading and un 
loading certain classes of freight, such as 
automobiles, etc. 

It is very desirable, if not necessary, i 
packing freight, such as automobiles, in a 
car of the character described, especially 
where the machine is assembled and runs on 
its own wheels, to prevent all movement of 
the lading incident to shocks and jars to 
which the car is subjected. To accomplish 
this, it has been the practice in some cases 
to nail cleats against the side walls at 
proper points so as to provide a nailing 
base to which the ends of cross timbers are 
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attached, said cross timbers being so dis 
posed as to prevent longitudinal shifting of 
the load. These cleats may also be used for 

at present, the 

the attachment of cross timbers on which a 
supplemental flooring is secured whereby a 
greater quantity of freight may be packed 
in the car with little or no danger of the 60 
different pieces or assembled parts contact 
ing with each other possibly to the mutual 
injury of their paint or finish. These cleats, 
cross timbers, and supplemental flooring 
boards are provided by the shipper, and 
when the car reaches its destination, are generally removed by the consignee with 
the result that in many cases the side walls 
of the car are punctured by the nails used 
for securing the cleats in position. These 
nail holes thus left in the side wall provide 
Ways for the ingress of water into the car 
to the detriment of subsequent shipments, 
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and for such injuries occurring in transit, 
the railroad is, of course, responsible. 
Further, the repeated insertion and removal 
of nails splinters the side walls and rail, 
and dust accumulating in the nail holes 
causes the side wall to rapidly deteriorate. 
My present invention contemplates the 

use of small metal sockets, preferably 
countersunk, in the side wall so as to pre 
serve the Smooth inner surface thereof, said 
Sockets being arranged at such locations as 
experience dictates. They may be in two 
horizontal rows and extend throughout the 
entire length of the car, as shown in Fig. 1, 
or they may start at a given point from each 
end of the car. 
In the drawings, 1 indicates the side wall 

of the car which at desired points is re 
cessed, preferably by an augur, to receive 
a metal socket 2 preferably made circular 
in form to fit into the circular recess in the 
side wall and be flush with the inner face 
thereof. A bolt 3 is shown for securing 
the socket in position, said bolt passing 
through an opening in the back Wall of the 
socket and side wall of the car, but it is 
obvious that many other forms of fasten 
ing devices may be used, if desired, to se 
cure the socket in place. 
2 indicates wings extending inwardly to 

Ward each other and constituting front 
105 Walls of the socket, said Wings being cut 

away at their upper edges to permit the 
introduction of a bolt head and being spaced 
apart at their lower edges to accommodate 
the bolt, thus forming a “key hole' ar 
rangement for receiving the head of a bolt 
4 passing through a wooden cleat 5. 
The head of bolt 4 is prevented from turn 
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ing by engaging the lower Wall of the 
socket, and hence the nut on the inner end 
of this bolt may be turned up so as to se 
cure the cleat firmly in place. In intro 
ducing the head of bolt 4 into position, the 
Same is turned so that its faces lie at angles 
of 45° and when in the key hole the bolt 
is turned so that its faces are vertically and 
horizontally disposed, thereby enabling it 
to fit Squarely against the bottom wall. 
When in this position, if a cleat should ac 
cidentally be raised so as to locate the head 
of the bolt opposite the enlarged portion 
of the key hole opening, the head of the bolt 
cannot pass through, as it is necessary to 
turn the bolt head to its introducing posi 
tion before it can be removed. 

From the above, it will be seen that re 
movable cleats are provided which can be 
placed in any desired position, vertically, 
horizontally, or at an angle, said cleats 
forming nailing strips for cross timbers, 
floor supports, etc., and when the cleats are 
removed, the side walls of the car are not 
injured in any way, and the Smooth, un 
broken surface of the Wall is preserved. 
What I claim is: 
1. The combination with a car wall of a 

socket mount whose front wall is provided 
with an opening, the upper portion of 
which is enlarged so as to receive the head 
of a bolt, and a bolt which, when its head 
is introduced into said opening, is turned . 

nesses, this 19th day of April, 1915. to secure proper coöperation with said 
socket mount. - 

2. The combination with a car Wall of a 
socket mount which is circular in shape and 
whose front wall is provided with a key 
hole opening designed to coöperate with a 
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bolt head, the upper enlarged portion of 
said opening preventing the removal of 
the bolt head when said bolt head occupies 
its engaging position relative to said socket 
Imount. 

3. The combination with a car wall of a 
socket mount which is circular in shape 
and provided with a key hole opening in 
its front Wall, means for Securing said 
socket mount to said car Wall, a bolt, the 
head of which is adapted to pass through 
the key hole opening in the wall of the 
Socket mount, and a nailing strip Support 
ed by said bolt. - 

4. The combination with a car wall of 
a nailing strip mount comprising a substan 
tially hollow member seated in said Wall, 
means for securing said member to said 
Wall and a nailing strip engaging bolt hav 
ing its head removably seated in said 
hollow member. 

5. The combination with a car wall, of 
a cup-shaped socket counter-sunk in said 
wall, means for rigidly fixing said socket 
to said wall, lugs integral with the front 
of said socket, which lugs are spaced apart 
and arranged to form an irregular open 
ing, and a nailing strip supporting bolt, 
the head of which is adapted to pass 
through said irregular opening and engage 
behind the lugs on the socket. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix 
my signature in the presence of two wit 

JOHN M. ROHLFNG. 
Witnesses: .. 

M. P. SMITH, 
M. A. HAN DEL. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C.' 
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