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This invention relates generally to price tag or ticket
holders, and relates more particularly to the shelf mold-
ing type of price tag or ticket holders.

While the invention has particular atility in connection
with price tag molding trim for attachment to the free
edg s of shelvmt7 and the like, and is shown and described
in such connection, it is to be understood that its utility
is not confined thereto.

In many stores, particularly those of the self-service
type, merchandise is displayed on shelves, counters, or
the like, and prices are displayed by price tags aligned
with the commodities on the shelves. In shelf arrange-
ments of this character it is customary to put the storage
on display shelves with moldings that releasably support
the price tags.

However, difficulties are encountered with such price
tag moldings as frequenily mischievous persons displace
such price tags, moving them from one position to anoth-
er or perhaps moving one tag out of position, causing con-
fusion on the part of purchasers as to the price of the
commodity where such tampering has occurred with the
price tags and causing extra work for the personnel of
the store in putting the tags back in position.

It i3 therefore an object of the present inyention to
provide an arrangement that overcomes these difficulties.

It is another object of the invention to provide molding
of this character which will protect the price tags, or
the like, so that unauthorized persons may not have ac-
cess thereto.

It is still another object of the invention to provide
means of this character wherein authorized persons may
easily and quickly .place the tabs in position in .the
molding and/or remove such tags.

It is a further object of the invantion to provide means
of this character which will retain the tags in position.

It is a still further .object of the invention to pravide
means of this character into which the tags may be placed
and removed therefrom without breaking or eracking
such tags.

1t is another object of the invention to .provide means
of this character wherein the access slots for the tags
are at the front of the molding and so .positioned as to
minimize the entrance of dust and other foreign matter
thereinto.

It is stiil another object of the invention to provide
means of this character that may be easily and quickly
attached to the shelves.

1t is a further object of the invention to provide means
of this character formed in strips and -having a transpar-
-ent strip cover which cannot be normally displaced to
expose the tags.

It is a still further -object of .the invention tc provide
means of this character -that will not obstruct or inter-
fere with the free removal and replacement of merchan-
dise on the shelves,

It is another object of the invention to provide means
of this character that is decorative and useful.

It is still another object of the invention to provide
means of this character that is relatively inexpensive to
manufacture and install.

The characteristics and advantages of the invention are
further sufficiently referred to in connection with the fol-
lowing -detailed description of the accompanying draw-
ings, which represent certain embodiments.
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After considering these examples, skilled persons will
understand that many variations may be made without
departing from the principles disclosed and I contemplate
the employment of any structures, arrangements or modes
of operation that are properly within the scope of the
appended claims,

Referring to the drawings, which are for illustrative
purposes only:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of price tag molding em-
bodying the present invention;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged sectional view taken on ling 2—2
of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken on line 3—3 of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a sectional view of an alternative arrange-
ment; and
" FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken on line 5-—5 of FIG. 4.

Referring more particularly to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, there
is shown a display shelf 18 on which merchandise 12 is
displayed.

In the arrangement shown in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, the
front edge of the shelf is provided with a notch 14 that is

V-shaped in cross section.

The molding is indicated generally at 16 and comprises
a back member 18 and front member 20.

Member 18§ has a top surface 22 in substantially the
same plane as the top surface of the shelf 10, and a bot-
tom side or surface 24 substantially parallel to the top
side or surface 22 and in substantially the same plane as
the underside of the shelf 10. At the rear side the back
member is formed with a _\J—shaped portxon 26 adapted to
seat in the groove 14 of the front edge of the shelf.

At the front, member 18 is prov1ded with a longitu-
dinally extending concave .groove or recess 28, the up-
per edge 30 of which is spaced downwardly from the
‘adjacent longitudinally extending upper forward edge 32
of the member 1§ while the lower edge 34 of said groove
is spaced upwardly of the .adjacent forward lower edge
36 of said member 18, these positions being with respect

to the position of the dev1ce or molding as shown. in the

drawing.

Recess 28 is provided .with a series of longitudinally
spaced transverse or vertically arranged ridges or spaces
49 which are shown as being integral with the member 18,
although they may be otherwise’ arranﬂed and/or. secured
to said member.

Front member 2§ is.formed of transparent material such
as a transparent plasic or the like, there being .various
clear plastics or transparent plastics that are well known
and suitable for this purpose. The back side of the mem-
ber 20 is arcuate in cross.section and has the same curva-
ture as-the recess 28. It is to be noted that the spacers
49 are of uniform height from the bottom of the recess 28
and, hence have the same.or substantially.the same curva-
ture as said bottom of recess or groove 28. The back
curved side of the member 29 engages the spacers. or ribs
49, thereby defining a -series of . 10ng1tud1nally arranged

‘compartments for price tags 42.

The front face of the member 2¢ is in substantially the

same place as the front edge portmns of the member 18,

so that the chamber openings or slots 44 face forwardly
and.are protected-against entrance of dust.or other foreign
materjal.-falling downwardly.

The chambers for the price tags are indicated at 46 and
are sufficiently deeper than.the thickness. of the price tags

_to permit ready insertion of said price tags through the ont-

wardly facing slot openings 44.
Since the price tags are generally of flexible, resilient
plastic material, said tags may be readlly 1nserted either

‘by way of the upper or the lower slot openings 44 and be-

cause of their resilience will be frictionally held in the
respective chambers.
When it is desired to place-a price tag with another price
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tag the latter is inserted in a slot 44, the upper slots being
most convenient. As the new tag is pushed into the respec-
tive chamber 46 the inner longitudinal edge thereof will
engage the upper longitudinal edge of the tag to be re-
placed and as the new tag is pushed into the chamber the
old tag is pushed out of the opposite or lower slot 44.

The tag being removed may be engaged with the fingers
of the operator and pulled out of the chamber before the
new tag is fully disposed therein or it may be allowed to
be pushed completely out of the chamber by the tag being
inserted, )

The front and back members 2¢ and 18 may be secured
together and to the adjacent shelf edge by any suitable
means. As shown in the drawings, such means comprises
screws 58 received in openings provided therefor in the
front and back members, said screws being screwed into
the adjacent edge of the shelf,

It is also to be understood that while the ridges or
spacers 40 are shown as being integral with the back mem-
ber, they may be integral with the front member instead.

Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, there is shown an alterna-
tive arrangement wherein the front edge of the shelf 10 is
provided with upper and lower edge surfaces 52 which
are in the same plane relative to each other and in 2 plane
norimal to the top and bottom surfaces of the shelf 1.
Between the portions 52 the front edge of the shelf 19 is
concavely grooved longitudinally, that is, the groove is
concave in cross section, as indicated at 54 in FIG. 4.
The price tag molding of the alternative arrangement of
FIGS. 4 and 5 is indicated generally at 56 and includes
a rear member 58 and a front member 60.

Member 58 of the molding 56 is formed of sheet ma-
terial such as sheet metal, for example. -This member is
concavo-convex cross section and is adapted to conform to
the curvature of the groove 54 and to fit thereinto. Mem-
ber 58 includes oppositely extending flanges 64 in the same
plane relative to each other which rest against the edge
portions 52 of the forward or front edge of the shelf 16.
Spaced longitudinally of the member 58, said member
is formed with forwardly projecting transverse ridges 66
which are of uniform height throughout their extent to
define the ends of compartments 68, the backs of said
compartments being defined by the respective portions of
the member 58.

Member 69 is similar to the member 2@ of the arrange-
ment shown in FIGS, 1, 2, and 3, and is disposed in the
recess defined by the member 58, the back or inner side 7¢
of said member 60 having the same curvature as the mem-
ber 58 and the ridges 65 thereof. By disposing the mem-
ber 69 within the member 58 with the back side 7¢ in en-
gagement with the free edges of the ridges or ribs 68§, the
front member 6B defines the front of the chamber 68.
Front wall or face 7¢ of the member 69 is in the same
plane as the outer sides of the flanges 64 and the top and
bottom openings 74 of the chambers 63 are at the front
of the molding, as in the arrangement shown in FIGS.
1, 2 and 3. The front and back molding members are
secured to the front of the shelf 1§ by any suitable means,
such as screws or the like. ;

If desired the ribs at the location of the holes in the
molding members for the screws may be somewhat wider
than the other ribs. With this arrangement the screws
will not extend into the ends of the compartments for
the tags.

The invention and its atiendant advantages will be
understood from the foregoing description and it will be

apparent that various changes may be made in the form,

construction and arrangement of the parts of the inven-
tion without departing from the spirit and scope thereof
or sacrificing its material advantages, the arrangements
hereinbefore described being merely by way of example,
and I do not wish to be restricted to the specific forms
shown or uses mentioned except as defined in the accom-
panying claims, wherein various portions have been sep-
arated for clarity of reading and not for emphasis.
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I claim:

1. A price tag molding, comprising:

(A) an elongated back member having a back side
shaped to conform to the shape of the edge of a shelf
to which said member is adapted to be attached, and
a front side concavely grooved, said groove extend-
ing longitudinally, there being top and bottom front
edge portions in the same vertical plane, and con-
cavely shaped transverse, longitudinally spaced ribs
in the groove of said back member and formed in-
tegrally with said member, the front free edges of
said ribs having the same curvature as the curvature
of said groove and defining ends of tag receiving
chambers, the height of said ribs being slightly
greater than the thickness of fags to be received
therein;

(B) a transparent front member disposed in the groove
of said back member, the back side of said front
member having a convex curvature corresponding
to the concave curvature of said groove and ribs
and engaging the free edges of said ribs, the front
side of said front member being in the same plane
as the front top and front bottom edge portions of
the back member;

(C) and means for securing said members together
and to the free edge of a shelf.

2. A price tag molding for shelves and the like, com-

prising:

(A) an elongated back member having its front side
concavely grooved longitudinally, concavely shaped,
tranverse, longitudinally spaced ribs in the groove
of said back member and formed integrally there-
with, the front free edges of said ribs having the same
curvature as the curvature of said groove and de-
fining ends of tag receiving chambers, the height of
said ribs being slightly greater than the thickness of
tags to be received therein; :

(B) a transparent front member disposed in the groove
of said back member, the back side of said front
member having a curvature corresponding to the
curvature of said groove and ribs and engaging the
free edges of said ribs;

(C) and means for securing said members together and
to the free edge of a shelf.

3. A price tag molding for shelves and the like, com-
prising: -
(A) an elongated back member having its front side

concavely grooved longitudinally,

(a) concavely shaped, transverse, longitudinally
spaced ribs in the groove of said back member
and formed integrally therewith, the front free
edges of said ribs having the same curvature as
the curvature of said groove and defining ends
of tag receiving chambers, the height of said
ribs being slightly greater than the thickness of
tags to be received therein;

(B) and a transparent front member disposed in the
groove of said back member,

(a) the back side of said front member having a
curvature corresponding to the curvature of said
groove and ribs and engaging the free edges of
said ribs.

4. A price tag molding, comprising:

(A) an elongated back member having a concave lon-
gitudinally extending groove in its front side, con-
cavely shaped, transverse, longitudinally spaced ribs
in the groove of said back member and formed in-
tegrally therewith, the front free edges of said ribs

having the same curvature as the curvature of said -

groove and defining ends of tag receiving chambers,
the height of said ribs being slightly greater than the
thickness of tags to be received therein;

(B) a transparent front member disposed in the groove
of said back member, the back side of said front
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member having a convex curvature corresponding
to the concave curvature of said groove;

(C) longitudinally spaced spacer means between said
members to provide tag chambers having their top
and bottom ends of opening at the front of said mold-
ng;

(D) and means for securing said members together
and to a support.

5. A price tag molding, comprising:

(A) an elongated back member having its front side
transversely curved;

(B) a transparent front member having its back side
with a curvature corresponding to the curvature of
the front side of said back member;

(C) longitudinally spaced spacer means between said
members to provide tag chambers having their top
and bottom ends open;

(D) and means for securing said members together.

6. A price tag molding, comprising:

(A) an elongated back member having its front side
transversely curved;

(B) a transparent front member having its back side
with a curvature corresponding to the curvature of
the front side of said back member;

(C) and longitudinally spaced spacer means between
said members to provide tag chambers having their
top and bottom ends open.

7. A price tag molding, comprising:

(A) an elongated back member of sheet metal having
its longitudinally central portion concavo-convex and
having oppositely extending top and bottom flanges
in 2 common plane,

(a) concavely shaped, transverse, longitudinally
spaced ribs in the concave side of said back
member and formed integrally therewith, the
front free edges of said ribs having the same
curvature as the curvature of said concave side
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and defining ends of tag receiving chambers, the
height of said ribs being slightly greater than the
thickness of tags to be received therein;

(B) a transparent front member disposed in the con-
cave side of said back member, the back side of said
front member having a curvature corresponding to
the curvature of said ribs and engaging the free edges
thereof, the front side of said front member being in
substantiafly the same plane as said flanges;

(C) and means for securing said members together
and to the free edge of a shelf.

8. A price tage molding, comprising:

(A) an elongated back member of sheet metal having
its longitudinally central portion concavo-convex
and having oppositely extending top and bottom
flanges in a common plane,

(a) concavely shaped, transverse, longitudinally
spaced ribs in the concave side of said back
member and formed integrally therewith, the
front free edges of said ribs having the same
curvature as the curvature of said concave side
and defining ends of tag receiving chambers, the
theight of said ribs being slightly greater than the
thickness of tags to be received therein;

(B) and a transparent front member disposed in the
concave side of said back member, the back side of
said front member having a curvature correspond-
ing to the curvature of said ribs and engaging the
free edges thereof, the front side of said front mem-
ber being in substantially the same plane as said
flanges.
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