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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
GOSEPPE POLVERINo, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

ALBUM BOOK-STAND. 

Specification of Letters Patent. 1,017,460. Patented Feb. 13, 1912. 
Application filed October 5, 1911. Serial No. 653,031. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GIUSEPPE Polv ERINo. 

a subject of the King of Italy, residing at 
New York, in the county of New York and 
State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Album 
Book - Stands; and I do declare the fol 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription of the invention, such as will en 
able others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to furniture, and 

more especially to book holders; and the ob 
ject of the same is to produce a base-slip 
ported rotary book-stand, associated with 
other features which make the article of 
furniture ornamental and useful, as for in 
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stance lights by means of which the pages 
of the books or albums can be seen. 
To this end the invention consists in the 

general combination of instrumentalities 
hereinafter more fully described, and par 
ticularly in the details of construction of the 
book holder whereby it may be bodily ro 
tated upon its support so that a user who is 
sitting can turn the device at will. 
The whole is set forth in detail in the fol 

lowing specification and shown in the accom 
panying drawings wherein 

Figure 1 is a side elevation and Fig. 2 
an edge elevation of this device complete; 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged central vertical sec 
tion through the base showing more clearly 
the details of construction of the rotating 
mechanism, and Fig. 4 is a cross section on 
the line 4-4 of Fig. 3: Fig. 5 is an enlarged 
horizontal section on the line 5-5 of Fig. 
2: Fig. 6 is an enlarged vertical section 
through the support: Fig. 7 is a plan view 
and Fig. 8 a horizontal section through one 
of the books or albums: Fig. 9 is an enlarged 
sectional detail of the detachable upper 
hinge for one of said albums: Figs. 10 and 
11 are details, the former taken on the line 
10-10 of Fig. 11, and the latter taken on 
the line 11-11 of Fig. 10: Fig. 12 is a sec 
tional detail of the catch 76 to be referred 
to hereinafter. . 

In the accompanying drawings the letter 
S designates a support which in the present 
instance is a stand although it might be 
some other member, B is a base resting 
thereon, R is the rotating mechanism for 
the book-holder F which latter includes an 
upper hinge U and the lower, hinge L and 
the necessary adjuncts, and E designates 

broadly the lighting system. The details. 
of all these various parts will be explained 
to an extent necessary. to bring out the spe 
cific features of the invention. 
The support S. (see Figs. 1, 2 and 6) is 

here shown as a table whose top 1 is mounted 
on legs 2 and pierced with a hole 3 for pas 
Sage of the light-supplying mechanism. Be 
neath said top 1 in the present instance are 
shown drawers 4 and beneath them in turn 
a special drawer 5 sliding on guides 6 and 
having a catch , this drawer here illus 
trated as containing a battery S. which is a 
series of dry cells, from which the wires 
9 lead up through the hole 3 and eventually 
reach the lights E at the top of the device although gas might be admitted through 
a hose 10 and passed upward through a pipe 
11 to gas burners, or in fact both electric and 
gas light might be employed. The lighting 
system E is disposed at the top of the entire 
device and it may be of any suitable descrip 
tion, but I consider it particularly useful 
with a book holder because its lights shine 
upon the leaves of the books or the pictures 
in the albums. 
The base B is superimposed upon the 

support S. and in the present instance con 
sists of a body 15 mounted on feet 16, the 
body having a central upright opening or 
bore 17 for the passage of the devices which 
supply the light: and by preference this 
base is made rather heavy so that, whether 
resting on a taile top or upon a floor as it 
might in some cases, it will reliably support 
the book-holding mechanism and rotating 
mechanism vet to be described and will not 
he likely to be tipped over. . 
The book holder i? comprises a hollow 
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block mounted revolubly upon the lase B 
and containing the rotating mechanism TR. 
the lower hinges I carried by saidlalock, and 
a standard rising from the latter and sup 
porting the upper hinges II: and by prefer 
ence these parts are of the following specific 
description. The block 20 may be rectangu 
lar in configuration and its lower portion 
is made hollow so as to contain the metallic 
casing 21 hest seen in Fig. 3, and upward 
through the center of this casing passes 
a tube 22 which rotates around the contral 
spindle that in the present instance is the 
pipe 11. At opposite sides said block by 
preference carries brackets 23 on which are 
mounted loops 24 having soft, buttons or 
heads 25 at their outer ends for a purpose 
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to appear below, the loops preferably cross 
ing each other under a set screw 26 so that 
they may be set at any angle, as desired. 
The brackets may also contain immovable 
heads 27 on their various sides which are 
also soft. From the center of said block 
20 rises the tubular standard 28 through 
which the pipe 11 projects, and this standard 
at its upper end carries an ornamental head 
29 which forms the support for the chan 
delier containing the lights and is here illus 
trated as also carrying a thermometer, a 
clock, and picture frames for portraits or 
the like. 
seen in Fig. 3 is located almost entirely 
within the casing 21 of said block 20. 
The numeral 30 designates a plate having 

at its center a hole 31-which loosely incloses 
the tube 22 and is pivoted thereto at oppo 
site sides as seen at 32 in Fig. 4, and on op 
posite sides this plate has rigid arms 33 
which are of like construction. Rising from 
each arm is an ear 34 in which is pivoted a 
lever 35 whose outer end is held normally 
raised by a spring 36 and whose outer ex 
tremity projects through a slot 37 in the 
casing 21 and carries a thumb piece 38, 
while its inner extremity carries a pin 39 

- which extends down through the arm 30, 
30 through a hole 40 in the bottom of the casing 

21, and is adapted to take into a second hole 
41 in a plate 42 which is fixed upon the top 
43 of the base B. The construction being 
duplicated at the opposite side of the center, 
as seen in Fig. 3, when one thumb piece 38 
is depressed and the lever turned on its 
pivot against the tension of its spring 36, 
the first result is that its pin 39 is raised 
out of the hole 41 and later out of the hole 

40 40, and the second action is that the further 
depression of the thumb piece causes this 
arm 33 to descend and the plate 30 to turn 
on the pivots 32 so that the arm and pin 
at the other side of the center are raised and 
therefore both pins 39 disengage the holes 
41 in the plate 42. Secured to the bottom 
of the casing 21 around the tube 22 is a 
gear wheel 44, and journaled in bearings 
45 beneath the top 43 of the base B is a 
radial shaft 46 having a gear wheel 47 at 
its inner end engaging that numbered 44, 
and having a knob or handle 48 at its outer 
end by means of which this shaft may be 
rotated. Obviously its rotation is trans 

55 mitted through the intermeshing gears to 
the block 20 so that the latter and with it 
the standard and all parts carried thereby 
are rotated relatively to the fixed base. In 
the drawings I have illustrated two such 
shaft 46 with knobs 48, and it is quite ob 
vious that the base could be supplied with 
several although two are sufficient. This 
rotating mechanism permits the user to take 
a seat at one side of the entire device, in 
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The rotating mechanism R best 
there would be 
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lights will permit, and then depress the 
thumb piece 38 and turn the knoh 48 so 
that by means of the rotating mechanism 
he can swing the entire device around tigon. 
the base and bring the other book of album 
into position to be inspected. In the en 
bodiment of my invention here with ilius 
trated, I have shown it as applied to a small 
device adapted as an ornament for a room 
of ordinary size, but it will be clear that it 
could be built on a much larger scale so that 

quite a number of book 
holders and books; and if there were several 
shafts 46 and knobs 48 there would be a 
corresponding number of points where the 
several spectators could be located, and they 
might all use the device simultaneously. I 
might here say also that as the book hold 
ers are duplicates of each other, i will de 
scribe but one. 
The lower hinge L best seen in Figs. 3 

and 5 comprises a metallic bracket 50 se 
cured as at 51 upon the top of the block 20 
or to Some part of the rotating mechanism 
and having two outwardly projecting arms 
52 and 53 connected at their Outer ends as at 
54 into the form of a loop whose upper side 
consisting of the arm 52 stands preferably 
about horizontal and whose lower side con 
sisting of the arm 53 may incline upward 
and outward a little as seen in Fig. 3. Both 
arms are longitudinally slotted as at 55, and 
through the slots extends a pin 56 which 
may be a projection of the pintle of the 
lower hinge 57 which holds together two 
halves of an album 58 as best seen in Fig. 1, 
and said pin has a shoulder 59 resting on 
the upper arm 52 as best seen in Fig. 3. 
The lower end of the pin projects down 
ward through the loop and extends through 
the lower slot as here shown, and between 
the arms 52 and 53 this pin passes through 
a plate 60 which slides on the lower arm 53 
and itself has a screw 61 whose shank pro 
jects through the slot in the lower arm and 
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carries a thumb nut 62 at its lower extrem 
ity. It is obvious that by loosening this nut 
upon the screw 61, the entire plate 60 and 
with it the pin 56 can be moved outward or 
inward along the bracket 50 (as will be clear 
by an inspection of Fig. 2) so that the angle 
of the book or album can be adjusted to suit 
the need of the spectator or user. The up 
per hinge U best illustrated in Fig. 9 con 
sists of a socket. 65 which may well be 
formed as an extension of the pintle of the 
upper hinge. 66 between the two halves of 
an album as described, and a spring-actu 
ated bolt 67 mounted in a casing 68 carried 
by the head 29 and having a handle 69 by i2. 
which it may be retracted or elevated to dis 
engage its tip from the socket. 65. Obvi 
ously the projecting tip of this bolt 67 
should rather loosely engage the socket so 

65 spect the book or album nearest him as the that when the lower hinge is adjusted out 
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have been inspected, the leaves may be again 
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turned by the user or spectator. The other 
50 

be well to provide the table top with a spe 

55 

it may be well also to feed gas through a 

series of book holders, a hollow block on 

5 

album or all the leaves of a book may be 
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ward or inward along the bracket 50 the up 
per hinge can rock to the degree necessary 
and meanwhile either or both leaves of an 

turned over on these two hinges in a manner 
which will be clear. If the book carried by 
this device be of the ordinary type the up 
per and lower hinges above referred to will 
be secured to its back or to some part to 
which the back of the book is attached; but 
ordinarily I prefer to employ albums as has 
been suggested, and one of these is shown in 
Figs. 7 and 8 with its hinges in Figs. 10 and 
11. Said album will be made in two halves 
70, each having a group of leaves 71 (here 
shown as frames for containing photo 
graphs and the like), and the leaves will be 
hinged to each other as shown at 72 and the 
entire group of leaveshinged within this half 
of the album as shown at 73. Thus when 
the two halves of the album are opened as 
seen in Fig. 7, all of the leaves 71 in one group 
or bank may be turned around their conn 
municating hinges 72 as illustrated in this 
view; and after the pictures on these leaves 

housed in this half of the album as seen in 
Fig. 8 and the pictures on the leaves in the 
other group inspected. Thereafter the two 
halves may be closed (see the album at the 
left of Fig. 2) and latched together at their 
outer edges by the latch 77 best seen in Fig. 
8. For holding all the leaves in one group 
or bank the catch 6 may be employed as 
seen in Fig. 12. These and other details 
will not need further amplification in the 
present specification, and reserve the right, 
to make such changes therein as will not de 
part from the gist of my invention. The lat 
ter, as will be clear, consists principally of 
a base and standard supporting a lighting 
system, a book-holder comprising upper and 
lower special hinges and a block carrying 
the holder and rotatably mounted upon the 
standard or upon some part thereof, and ro 
tating mechanism between said book holder 
and the base whereby the former may be 
details of construction are used by prefer 
ence in conjunction with the principal fea 
tures of this invention: for instance, it may 
cial drawer for the electric storage battery 
8 at places where the ordinary city current 
will not be supplied to the electric bulbs, and 

rubber hose 10 which can lead from the city 
gas service pipes if convenient or from any 
other source of gas supply. w 
What is claimed as new is: 
1. In a book stand, the combination with a 

which they are supported, and a central up 
right within the block, the bottom of the 
latter having a series of holes around the up 

8 

right; of a base upon which the block is ro, 
tatably mounted, its top having a series of 
holes concentric with those in the bottom of 
the block, a plate supported by said standard 
so as to rock thereon, a plurality, of arms 

one end a pin adapted to engage said holes 
when they register and at its other end a 
thumb piece projecting to the exterior of the 
block, for the purpose set forth. 

2. In a book stand, the combination with a 
plurality of book holders, a block upon 
which they are supported, and a base upon 
which the block is rotatably mounted; of 
the gear wheel secured to said block, a shaft 
journaled in the base, a gear, wheel fast on 
the inner end of the shaft and meshing with 
that on the block, a knob at the outer end of 
the shaft, a plate carried by the block and 
having holes, and a series of catches carried 
by the block each having a pin adapted to 
engage the holes in said plate and a project 
ing thumb piece for the purpose set forth. 

3. In a book stand, the combination with a 
series of book holders, a hollow block on 
which they are supported, and a base on 

70 
projecting radially from said plate, and on 
each arm a spring-actuated catch having at 
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which the block is rotatably mounted; of . 
rotating mechanism between said block and 
base comprising means for permitting the 
manual rotation of the block, the bottom of 
the latter and the top of the base having a 
Series of holes adapted to register, and a plu 
rality of spring-actuated catches disposed 
within the hollow body of the block and each 
having a pin adapted to engage said holes 

95 
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when they register and a thumb piece pro 
jecting to the exterior of the block, for the 
purpose set forth. 

4. In a book stand, the combinatio with a 105 
series of book-holders, a block on which they 
are mounted, a hollow casing within the 
block, an upright tube through the casing, 
the latter having a series of holes in its bot 
tom, a base whose top plate has a series of 
holes adapted to register with those just 
mentioned, and an upright through the cen 
ter of said base and passing loosely through. 
said tube; of means in its base for rotating 
the block by hand, a plate within said casing 
having a hole loosely surrounding said tube 
and pivoted at opposite sides thereto, arms 
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projecting oppositely from said plate at 
light angles to its pivot, and on each arm a 
spring catch having at one end a pin adapt 
ed to engage said holes when they register, 
and a projecting thumb piece for the pur 
pose set forth. - - 

5. In a book stand, the combination with a 
series of book holders, a block on which they 
are mounted, a hollow casing within the 
block, an upright.tube through the casing, 
the latter having a series of holes in its bot 
tom, a base whose top plate has a series of 
holes adapted to register with those just 
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mentioned, and an upright through the cen 
ter of said base and passing loosely through 
said tube; of means in its base for rotating 
the block by hand, a plate within said casing 
having a hole loosely surrounding said tube 
and pivoted at opposite sides thereto, arms 
projecting radially from said piate at right 
angles to its pivots and each having a perfo 
ration, an ear on each arm, a lever pivoted 
between its ends to said ear, a pln connected 
to its inner extremity and passing through 
said perforation and adapted to engage said 
holes when they register, an expansive spring 
between the aim and the otter end of said 
lever, and a thumb piece at the outer ex 
tremity of the lever projecting through a 
slot in the outer wall of the casing. 

6. In a look standi, the combination with 
a series of hook holders, a block on which 
they are 1) (; ; )ied, a hollow casing within 
the block, an pright tube through the cas 
ing, the lattei' having a series of holes in its 
bottom, a base whose top plate has a series 
of holes adapted to register with those just 
mentioned, and ai: upright through the cein 
ter of said base and passing loosely through 
said tube; of means in its base for rotating 
the block by hand, a piate within said casing 
having a hole loosely surrounding said tube 
and pivoted at opposite sides thereto, arms 
projecting from Said plate at right angles to 
its pivots and each having a perforation 
above said series of registering holes, pins 
passing downward through the latter and 
adapted to engage said holes when they 
register, and rock leve's mounted on the 
arms and each connected at its inner end 
with one of said pins and having at its outer 
end a thumb piece projecting outside said 
casing whereby the depression of one thumb 
piece will rock its lever to raise its pin and 
then rock said plate on its pivots to elevate 
the opposite arm and thereby raise its lever 
and pin. . 

7. The herein described rotating mecha 
nism for the purpose set forth comprising a 
fixed base having a central upright, a plural 
ity of radial shafts iournaled in said base, 
gear wheels at their inner ends and knobs 
at their outer ends, a top plate on the base 
having a series of holes around said up 
right: of a block having a central upright 
tube journaled around the upright and its 
bottom provided with a series of holes regis 
tering with those in said plate, a gear wheel 
secured around said tube and meshing with 
the gears at the inner ends of said shafts, a 
series of latches carried by the block and 
each having a pin adapted to engage a pair' 
of said holes when they register and a thuimb 
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piece at its projecting outer end, and con 
nections between said latches whereby the 
movement of one to disengage its pin from a 
pair of registering holes simultaneously 
moves those remaining so as to produce the 
same result, - 

8. A book holder comprising a supporting 
member having a standard rising therefrom 
and carrying a head: an upper member in 
cluding a hinge to whose leaves the book is 
attached, a socket on its pintle, and a spring 
actuated bolt on said head loosely engaging 
said socket; and the lower member consist 
ing of a hinge whose leaves are attached to 
the book, a pill projecting downwardly from 
its pintle, a bi'acket carried by said support 
ing member and having a slot in which the 
pin is mounted, and means for adjusting the 
position of the pin therein. - 

9. A book holder comprising a supporting. 
member having a standard rising therefrom 
and carrying a head: an upper member in 
cluding a hinge to whose leaves the book is 
attached, a socket on its pintle, and a spring 
actuated bolt on said head loosely engaging 
said socket; and the lower member consist 
ing of a linge whose leaves are attached to 
the book, a pin projecting downwardly from 
its pintle, a l'acket carried by said support 
ing member and having a slot in which, the 
pin is mounted, a plate having a hole 
through which said pin projects, the plate 
resting on said bracket, a screw carried by 
the plate and projecting through the slot 
therein, and a thumb nut on said screw. 

10. A book holder comprising a support 
ing member having a standard rising there 
from and carrying a head: an upper member 
including a hinge to whose leaves the book is 
attached, a socket on its pintle, and a spring 
actuated bolt on said head loosely engaging 
said socket; and the lower member consist 
ing of a hinge whose leaves are attached to 
the book, a pin projecting downward from 
its pintle, a loop-shaped bracket carried by 
said supporting member and having upper 
and lower arms slotted radially to the sup 
porting member, the pin projecting through 
the slots in both arms, a shoulder on the pin 
mounted slidably on the upper arm, and 
means adjustably mounted on the lower arm 
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for permitting the adjustment of the posi 
tion of the pin in the block thereof. 

In testimony whereof have here into set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
eSSeS. 

GUSEPPE POLVERNO. 
Witnesses: 

JoSEFII. D. ALBORA, 
CHISTOBALO NATOLI. 

  


