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UNITED STATES

MILTON I\IchFT‘ RII( IT AND BERRY BRYANT,

PAaTENT OFFICE.

OF LAURINBURG, NORTII

CAROLINA.

. CARRIAGE-CURTAIN FASTENER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters.Patent No. 462,737, dated November 10, 1891,

Application filed JTuly 28, 1891, Serial No, 400,938,

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that we, MiLTON MCIKXEE R1TCH
and BERRY BRYANT, citizens of the United
States, residing at Laurinburg, in the county

of Richmondand State of North Carolina,have;

invented a new and useful Carriage-Curtain
Fastener, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates to carriage-curtains,
and more especially tothe fastemnos therefor;
and the object of the same is to pxoduee an
improved fastener and tightener for this pur-
pose.

To this end the invention consists in the
details of construction hereinafter more fully
described and claimed, and as illustrated on
the sheet of drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a rear elevation of a buggy-top
with ourimproved fabtenu applied tothe cur-
tains thereof. Fig. 2isan enlarged elevation
of one of the Lmtenmg‘ plates, shomnof the
screw and washer in detail. Fig. 3 is a cross-
section through a portion of the frame-work
of the carriage-top and through the curtain,
showing a fastening-plate in side elevation.
Fig.4 is a central vertical section through the
center of the plate, the screw, and the washer.

Referring to the said drawings, the letter C
designates a portion of the curtain of a buggy-
top, which curtain is secured on the frame IF
of said top by the means described below.

P is a plate secured, as by rivets, upon the

outer face of the curtain C, and this plate has
a vertical slot 'V in its body, with outwardly-
projecting teeth T at the sides thereof. This
plate is located on the curtain at such point
that the outer end of the slot, or that end near
the end of the curtain, stands primarily over
the frame It of the top to which the curtain is
to be attached; but as the latter stretches the
point of attachment will travel farther and
farther toward the inner end of theslot if the
curtain is to be always tight, and this adjust-
ment of the fastening devices is permissible
with the construction which we employ.
. The letter S designates a serew having an
enlarged head II of the appearance of the
conventional button on a buggy-top, and this
screw is adapted to pass through the slot V
and to take into a threaded opening O in the
frame K.

(No model,)

W is a washer adapted to fit on the screw
and having a plane upper face, against which
said head bears. The lower face is provided
with two lugs L, which loosely engage the slot
V and prevent the rotation of the washer, and
midway between these lugs the said lower face
is also provided with two teeth T, shorter than
said lugs and adapted to firmly engage those
on the plate I> when the screw is tightened.

In use the plate is secured to the curtain
near the free edge of the latter, the curtain
being of courseslotted to correspond with the
slot in the plate. The svasher is then applied
with its lugs in the slot and the screw passed
through said washer, plate, and curtain and
tighténed in the opening in the frame. The
position of these screws will be near the lower
ends of the slots when the curtains are new,
as seen at the left of Iig. 1; but as the cur-
tains grow old and stretch’ under the vary-
ing condmons of temperature, inclement
“eathm and rough handling to which they
are subJeeted the SCrews must be tightened
farther and farther up the slots, so as to draw
the curtains downward and Leep them tight.

Although we have not shown it, it Wlll be
under stood that this improved t10hteuel can
be used in connection with any fastening
means for the other end of the curtain.

The device is located wherever necessary,
quite a number of them Dbeing used on the
curtains of a complete carriage-top.

What is claimed as new is—

1. In a carriage-curtain fastener, the com-
bination, with a plate secured to the curtain
and having a slot in its body, and teeth on
said plate at the sides of its slot, of a headed
serew passing through the slot and connecting
with the frameof the buggy-top, and a \VaShOl
on the serew beneath its head, having teeth
engaging those on the plate, and a 1u0' engag-

no its slot as and for the purpose set f01th
. In a carriage-curtain fastener, the ecom-
bination with a plate secured to the curtain
and haJVlnfr a slot in its body, and outwardly-
projecting teeth on said plate at the sides of
its slot, of a headed serew passing through the
slot and into the frame of the buwy-top,
washer on the screw beneath its head, having
aplane upper face bearing against sald head
diametrically opposite lufrs projecting in-
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wardly from said washer and loosely engaging | as our own we have hereto affixed our signa-
said slot, and diametrically opposite teeth on | tures in presence of two witnesses.
the same face of the washer as are the lugs, but MILTON McKEE RITCH.
midway between them and shorter in length, BERRY BRYANT.

5 said teeth engaging those on the plate, as and

Witnesses:
for the purpose hereinbefore set forth. " L. A. MONROE," . T
In testimony that we claim the foregoing C. B. Copprs.




