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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.
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STAND FOR CHRISTMAS-TREES AND THE LIKE.

No. 904,227.

Application filed May 6, 1907.

To all whom it may concern: '

Be it known that I, Epwarp E. Ricg, a citi-
zen of ‘the United States, resident of New
Durham, county of Strafford, State of New
Hampshire, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Stands for Christmas-Trees
and the Like, of which the following is a
specification, the principle of the invention
being herein explained and the best mode in
which I have contemplated applying that
principle, so as to distinguish it from other
inventions.

This my present invention relates, as indi-
cated, to stands suitable for supporting ob-
jects such as Christmas trees or the like.
Said invention is designed to provide a stand
of this character that may be folded up into
convehient compass when not in use, but
that, when desired, can be very quickly put
in operative condition; as well as a stand
that shall, withal, be simple in construction
and economical in manufacture.

To the accomplishment of the above and
related ends said invention consists of the
means hereinafter fully described and par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims.

The annexed drawing and the following
description set forth in detail certain mech-
anism embodying the invention, such dis-
closed means constituting, however, but one
of various mechanical forms in which the
principle of the invention may be used.

In said annexed drawing:—Figure 1 is a
perspective view with its parts in operative
position, of one approved form of my inven-
tion, the lower portion or trunk of a Christ-
mas tree being represented as supported
thereon; Fig. 2 is a side elevation of such
stand and tree section; Fig. 3 is a similar
side elevation of another, slightly modified,
form of the device; Fig. 4 is a broken per-
spective view of my improved stand in its
folded or inoperative position; Tig. 5 is a
detail view of one of the base plates forming
a feature of the construction of such stand;
Fig. 6 is a similar detail view of the two
forms of braces, respectively, shown in con-
nection with such stand in Figs. 2 and 3,
and Fig. T is a broken cross-section through
the bottom base plate.

As will be seen upon reference to Figs. 1
and 2 of the drawing just described, the
form of my invention there illustrated com-
piises primarily two vertically spaced base
plates A A’. These plates, see Figs. 4 and
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5, such latter figure representing the up-
per thereof, are each formed with three di-
vergent portions or arms « and with a cen-
tral aperture «’. Between the correspond-
ing pairs of arms of these plates are mounted
three base members, or feet, B B” B2 Of
such base members the first, B, is rigidly se-
cured between one pair of the plate portions
or arms in question, see Fig. 4, whereas
the two other members are pivotally mount-
ed between the remaining pairs of arms, a
single rivet 4" being employed in connection
with each one for this purpose. The two
members B’ B? are thus seen to be free to as-
sume the radially extending positions shown
in Fig. 1, or to be folded laterally against
rigidly attached member B, as shown in
Tig. 4. The latter position, which is the
inoperative position of the stand, represents
the condition in which it will be left when
in storage or while being carried about.
The other or extended positions of the base
members are assumed only when it is de-
sired to render the device operative.

In order to render the stand more rigid
when in such operative position, it is of
course desirable that the two pivotally
mounted base members should be secured
against dislodgment from their radially ex-
tending positions. For the purpose of thus
securing them, various means will suggest
themselves. One approved method, how-
ever, is that shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and
consists simply in providing the projecting
arms with lugs or clips ¢? that normally ex-
tend laterally and hence do not interfere
with the pivotal movement of the base mem-
ber in question, but that, when the latter
occupy their extended positions, may be
readily bent over, as by a blow of a hammer,
and thus secure such members in place.
Only one such clip need obviously be left
projecting from each of the two arms in
question, Fig. 4. In order to enable the
stand to rest the more seciurely upon the
floor or other supporting surface, which is
apt to present inequalities, it is desirable
that the respective base members B B’ B2
have but a single point of rest on such sur-
face. To this end the pivotal axes formed
by the rivets 5", whereby the members are
secured to the base plates A "A’, are inclined
from the perpendicular so that the cénter
of the stand in the extended or operative
position of the members is raised a slight
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distance above the floor, Figs. 2 and 3.
Such raising of the center or base plate of
the device above the supporting surface
upon which it rests has the further result
of providing room for the accommodation
of the pin C, preferably consisting of a wire
spike, that is utilized to secure to the stand
the base D of the tree, or other object to be
supported, such nail being inserted, IFigs. 2,
8 and 4, point upwardly through the centval
apertures ¢ in the base plates A A
sist ih securing such object to the stand, and
to steady the same thereon, a detachable
lateral brace E is provided in connection
with each of base members B B” B2 Such
brace members preferably consist of straight
sections of wire or light rod, one end ¢ of
which is adapted to be seated in inwardly
inclined apertures «¢® in the upper faces of
the respective base members, the other end
¢’ of which is recurved and pointed so as to
be adapted to be driven in the stem of the
tree or other object, Fig. 2. If desired, in-
stead of providing apertures in the base
members as described, such brace rods may
be recurved at both ends and the lower end
as well as the upper then secured in place by
driving the same into the base members.
This form I of brace is the one shown in
IFig. 3 and to the left in Fig. 6

In. the altelnative type of the device
shown in Iig. 3, the modifications intro-
duced, in addition to the slight variation in
the brace rod already referred to, consist,
first, in the substitution of a square headed
lag screw O’ for the nail or spike C em-
ployed in the first form of the device to
engage the lower end of the tree. For the
reception of the head of the screw a depres-
sion .a* of corresponding form and size ig
struck into bottom base plate A, as clearly
shown in Fig. 7, by means of which the
screw is held aoalnst turning, as by a
wrench, and the mounting of the device on
the base of the tree thus facilitated. The
second modification in the form of the de-
vice shown in Fig. 3, consists in the pro-
vision of catch means to engage base men-
bers B, B’, B* and hold them in their outer
or extended positions. To this end the arms
of the upper base plate A are shortened and
the point of pivotal attachment of the re-
spective base members thereto moved more
nearly to the end of the latter. The arms of
the lower base plate A, extending as they
will, therefore, beyond the ends of arms of
the upper base plate, have their outer ex-
tremities ¢* laterally curved, thereby pro-
viding an upper convex face for the same.
Each such arm end is provided with an
aperture ¢° adapted to engage with a pro-
jecting stud 5* on the under side of the cor-
responding base member when the latter is
swung across such base plate portion. This
modified form of the device will thus be seen

To as-

to have the advantage not only being quite
readily adjusted for use but of belno there-
upon again returnable to its ounmal in-
operatlve or folded condition for the pur-
pose of storage when any particular period
of use is at an end.

The manner of operating, or rather using,
my improved stand should not require fur-
ther explanation than has already been given
in connection with the description of the con-
struction of the several forms of the device.
TFrom such description it should be equally
obvious that the device offered not only has
a considerable field of usefulness in connec-
tion with the celebration of our chief annual
holiday as a substitute for soap boxes or like
extemporized supports, but that, by reason
of the fewness of its parts and the simplicity
of its operation, it need be but little more ex-
pensive than such crude make-shift means.
At the same time its convenience, and par-
ticularly the knock-down or collapsible fea-
ture of its construction should appeal it is
thought alike to seller and purchaser.

Other modes of applying the principle of
my invention may be employed instead of
the one explained, change being made as re-
gards the mechanism herein disclosed, pro-
vided the means stated by any one of the
following claims or the equivalent of such
stated means be employed.

I therefore par LlcuLuly point out and dis-
tinctly claim as my invention :—

1. In a stand for supporting Christmas
trees and the like, the combination of a base
plate provided with means for attaching the
lower end of such tree thereto, and base mem-
bers having their inner ends pivotally se-
cured to said base plate, said members being
adapted in one position to extend radially
from said plate and in another position to
fold laterally against each other.

2. In a stand for supporting Christmas
trees and the like, the combination of a base
plate provided with means for attaching the
lower end of such tree thereto, a base mem-
ber rigidly attached to said base plate, and
other base members pivotally attached to
said plate about axes approximately at right
angles thereto, whereby said members are
adapted In one position to extend radially
from said plate and in another position to
fold laterally against said rigidly attached
member,

3. In a stand for supporting Christmas :

trees and the like, the combination of a base
plate provided with means for attaching the
lower end of such tree thereto, a base mem-
ber rigidly attached to said base plate, other
base members pivotally attached to said plate
about axes approximately at right angles
thereto, whereby said members are adapted
in one position to extend radially from said
plate and in another position to fold Iaterally
againgt said rigidly attached member,; and
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‘means adapted to secure said pivotally at-

tached members in their radially disposed
positions.

4. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a base plate, one base
member rigidly attached to said plate, and
two other base members pivotally attached
to said plate and respectively adapted in one
position to extend radially therefrom and in
another position to fold laterally against
said rigidly attached member, the pivotal
axes of said members being inclined so as to
raise sald plate above the plane of the outer
ends of said base members when the latter
are extended.

5. In a device of the character described,
the combination with a base including ra-
dially divergent members, each of said mem-
bers being provided on its upper face with
an inwardly ineclined opening, of brace mem-
bers having their lower ends adapted to be
inserted in said openings and upper ends
adapted for attachment to the object sup-
ported on the stand.

6. In a device of the.character described,
the combination of a base plate and a base
member rigidly attached thereto, other base
members pivotally attached to said plate and
respectively adapted in one position to ex-
tend radially therefrom and in another posi-
tion to fold laterally against said rigidly at-
tached member, each of said members being
provided on its upper face with an inwardly
inclined opening, and brace members having
lower ends adapted to be inserted in said
openings and upper ends bent and pointed
for attachment to the object supported on
the stand.

7. In a device of the character described,
the combination of two vertically spaced
base plates, each having three correspond-
ing divergent portions or arms, a base mem-
ber rigidly secured at its inner end between
one pair of such arms, and other members
respectively pivotally secured between the
remaining pairs of arms, said last named
members being adapted to extend radially
from said plates or to fold laterally against
said rigidly secured member as desired.

8. In a device of the character described,
the combination of two vertically spaced
base plates, each having three corresponding
divergent portions or arms, a base member
rigidly secured at its inner end between one
pair of such arms, other members respec-
tively pivotally secured between the remain-
ing pairs of arms, said last named members
being adapted to sxtend radially from said
plates or to fold laterally against said rig-
1dly secured member as desired, and means
borne by the arms of one of said plates
adapted detachably to engage said pivotally
secured members to retain the same in such
first named position.

9. In a device of the character described,

the combination of two vertically spaced
base plates, each having three corresponding
divergent portions or arms, a base member
rigidly secured at its inner end between one
pair of such arms, other members respec-
tively pivotally secured between the remain-
ing pairs of arms, said last named members
being adapted to extend radially from said
plates or to fold laterally against said rig-
1dly secured member as desired, and a short
projecting stud on the under side of each of
said pivotally secured members, the corre-
sponding arms of the lower base plate being
provided with apertures adapted to engage
said studs respectively to retain said mem-
bers in their radially extending positions.

10. In a device of the character described,
the combination of two vertically spaced
base plates, each having three corresponding
divergent portions or arms, a base member
rigidly secured at its inner end between one
pair of such arms, other members respec-
tively pivotally secured between the remain-
ing pairs of arms, said last named members
being adapted to extend radially from said
plates or to fold laterally against said rig-
idly secured member as desired, and a short
projecting stud on the under side of each of
said pivotally secured members, the corre-
sponding arms of the lower base plate hav-
ing their upper faces transversely convex
and provided with apertures adapted to en-
gage said studs respectively to retain said
members in their radially extending posi-
tions.

11. In a device of the character described,
the combination of two vertically spaced
base plates, each having three corresponding
divergent portions or arms, a base member
rigidly secured at its inner end between one
pair of such arms, other members respec-
tively pivotally secured between the remain-
ing pairs of arms, said last named members
being adapted to extend radially from said
plates or to fold laterally against said rig-
1dly secured member as desired, and a screw
non-rotatably held in one of said plates and
having its point projecting upwardly to re-
ceive the object to be supported.

12. In a device of the character described,
the combination of two vertically spaced
base plates, each having three corresponding
divergent portions or arms, a base member
rigidly secured at its inner end between one
pair of such arms, other members respec-
tively pivotally secured between the remain-
ing pairs of arms, said last named members
being adapted to extend radially from said
plates or to fold laterally against said rig-
1dly secured member as desired, each of said
base members being provided on its upper
face with an inwardly inclined opening, rods
having their lower ends adapted to be in-
serted in such openings and their upper ends
recurved and pointed for attachment to the
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object supported on the stand, and means

borne by the arms of the lower of said plates
adapted detachably to engage said pivotally
secured members to retain the same in their
radially extending positions.

18. In a device of the character described,
the combination of two vertically spaced
base plates, each having three correspond-
ing divergent portions or arms, a base mem-
ber rigidly secured at its inner end between
one pair of such arms, other members re-
spectively pivotally secured between the re-
maining pairs of arms, said last named mem-
bers being adapted to extend radially from

904,227

said plates or to fold laterally against said
rigidly secured member as desired, the lower
of said plates being centrally formed with a
recess and the upper of said plates with an
opening above such recess, and a screw hav-
ing its head non-rotatably held in such re-
cess and its point projecting upwardly
through such opening.

Signed by me this 8rd day of May, 1907..

EDWARD E. RICE.

Attested by :
Mary Israrr,
Jxo. . Operrax.

20




