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(54)  Information  processing  apparatus  and  method  for  use  in  system  with  remote  printer 

(57)  A  host  computer  acquires  information  about  an 
amount  of  remaining  ink  of  a  printer.  In  response  to  the 
acquired  information  about  the  amount  of  remaining  ink, 
the  host  computer  displays  a  message  on  a  display 
screen  so  that  a  user  can  select  whether  an  ink  car- 

tridge  is  to  be  replaced  with  a  new  one  or  the  process  is 
to  return  to  a  previous  routine  without  replacing  the  ink 
cartridge. 
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□  Only  part  of  the  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescnDeo  time  limit  The  present  European 
report  has  been  drawn  up  lor  the  lirst  ten  claims  and  for  those  claims  for  which  claims  fees  have  been  paid. 

namely  claims: 

No  claims  lees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  lor  the  lirst  ten  claims. 
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nventlon  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
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□  

All  further  search  lees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit,  i  ne  present  European  searcn  report  nas 
been  drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

Only  part  of  the  further  searcn  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  lixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  inventions  In 
respect  of  which  search  fees  nave  been  paid. 

namely  claims: 

j~  ~j  None  of  the  further  search  fees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  Invention  first 
mentioned  In  tne  claims, 

namely  claims: 
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UMorv  ur  urai  I  y  Ut  INVENTION 

i  ne  oearcn  Division  considers  mat  tne  present  turopean  patent  application  does  not 
comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of  invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions,  or 
groups  of  inventions,  namely: 

supjeci  i  . ua ims 
71-76,  84-89 

sup]eci  i.  Claims  52-57,  63 

An  information  processing  system  for  controlling 
a  printing  apparatus,  said  system  comprising 
acquisition  means  for  acquiring  remaining- 
amount  information  representing  the  amount  of 
ink  remaining  in  an  ink  cartridge. 

An  information  processing  system  for  outputting 
dot  image  information  to  a  printing  apparatus 
said  system  comprising  comparison  means  for 
comparing  a  number  of  dots  contained  in  the  dot 
image  information  with  a  number  of  dots  that 
can  be  printed. 

supieci  a.  Claims  64-70,  77-83 An  information  processing  system  for  controlling 
a  printing  apparatus,  said  system  comprising 
acquisition  means  for  acquiring  information 
representing  the  distance  between  a  print  head 
of  the  printing  apparatus  and  a  printing  medium. 
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