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To all tufuom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JAMES M. WILLBUR, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 192 
Waverly Place, New York city, in the county 
of New York and State of New York, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Machines for Canceling and Perforating 
Checks, Tickets, Coupons, Bonds, &c., of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had therein to the accompanying 
drawings. 
My invention relates to punches and cut 

ters for canceling or mutilating checks and 
the like after they have been returned to the 
bank upon which they were drawn, in order 
that they may be recognized if any attempt 
is made to use them a second time. The de 
vice includes a suitable frame carrying a 
punch, with means for operating the same, 
and a series of cutters removably attached 
to the punch proper. 
The invention also includes the details of 

construction, as will be hereinafter described, 
and particularly pointed out in the claims. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a side elevation, partly in sec 

tion. Fig. 2 is an end elevation, and Figs. 3 
and 4 are detail views. 
The frame of the machine may be of any 

Suitable design, embodying a base 1 and side 
standards 2, and an intermediate solid por 
tion 3, through which extends an opening to 
guide the punch proper, 4. The baselis pro 
vided with a suitable way for the reception of 
the base-plate 5, which is retained in position 
by the latch 6, pivoted to the front of the base. 
A lever 7 is pivoted eccentrically between the 
standard 2 in the upper part of the same, 
and the cam-face of this lever bears upon a 
roller 8, journaled between the side 9 of a 
bracket 10, forming an enlarged head on the 
punch 4. The lever 7 is made telescoping, 
in Order that the required leverage commen 
Surate With the number of papers to be 
pierced may be obtained. This lever com 
prises the inner tube 9* and outer sleeve 10, 
sliding thereon, and provided with the han 
dle 12. The two sections are connected to 
gether by a chain 13, which prevents the 
sleeve 10* being slipped entirely off the tube 
9*. The cutter's may be of any shape or size 

or number, but in the present instance I have 
shown but four knives of L shape, this be 
ing a very desirable form. The knives are 
slighly tapered to a cutting edge, with a V 
shaped upright edge, being larger at the top, 
and they are held in a disk 12*, into which 
they are tightly driven. A backing-plate 13* 
is then attached to the disk by suitable fas 
tening means, ordinary screws being shown 
in the present instance. Centrally from the 
upper face of the backing-plate 13* a stud 
14 projects, said stud pre?erably being cast 
integral With said plate and being screw 
threaded externally to correspond to the in 
ternally-threaded socket formed in the lower 
end of the plunger 4, into which said stud 
fits. The knives are thus removably attached 
to the plunger, and a series of cutters of dif 
ferent 3onfiguration may thus readily be used 
on the same machine. 
are incased in a loose sleeve 15, provided 
with a head 16, closing its lower end, said 
head being provided with a series of slots 
conforming to the shape in cross-section of 
the cutter-knives. This sleeve is adapted to 
rest upon the bunch of papers to be punched, 
and thus hold the same in position, and as 
said sleeve is freely movable longitudinally 
it will ride up in relation to the cutters as 
the same pass through the papers, the slot in 
the head 16 allowing the free passage of these 
cutters. The papers are thus always held 
in a compact form and the knives themselves 
protected by this automatically-adjustable 
sleeve. 
have been pierced to release the same from 
the knives, a chain connects with the under 
side of the lever 7 and the bracket 10, a 
rod 17 extending vertically between the stand 
ards 2 from the base 1, this rod being pro 
vided with a head or cap that acts as a stop 
to limit the downward movement of the lever 
7, which also comes in contact with the anti 
friction pulley or wheel attached to the plun 
when the paper is being cut or perforated. 

It will be noticed that I form the side edges 
of the knives V-shaped in cross-section, thus 
materially reducing the friction that is caused 
in the withdrawal of the knives after the 
papers have been perforated. 
The disk 12* is slightly larger in diameter 
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To raise the plunger after the papers. 
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ger, thus relieving the lever from all friction 
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than the backing-plate, and the sleeve at its 
upper end is fitted to these rings by being 
slightly reduced in diameter, forming a shoul 
der which will act as a stop to prevent the 
sleeve from falling off and so that it will be 
raised from the checks when the plunger is 
raised. 
What I claim is 
1. In combination, the frame, the plunger 

guided therein, the backing-plate secured to 
said plunger, the knives, and the independ 
ent disk carrying the said knives, said disk 
being secured to said backing-plate, substan 
tially as described. 

2. In combination, the frame, the plunger 
guided therein with means for operating the 
same, the longitudinally - tapered cutting 
knives, the independent disk into which said 
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knives are driven and held and tile means 
for connecting said disk to the plunger, sub 
stantially as described. 

3. In combination the plunger, the knives, 
the disk carrying the same, the backing-plate 
for said disk of reduced diameter, and the 
loose sleeve entirely inclosing said knives 
whereby it is impossible for the operator's 
hand to reach the beveled edges of the blades, 
said sleeve having an annular shoulder near 
its upper end adapted to abut the edge of 
said disk, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JAMES MI. WILLIBUR. 
Witnesses: 

NELSON. J. WATERBURY, 
E. G. WHITTAKER. 
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