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(57) ABSTRACT 

A technique processes captured data on a device, wherein 
selected captured data of a given quality resolution is 
transferred via a communication link to a separate storage 
location for future availability. A storage protocol may 
include various storage organization categories. A possible 
aspect may provide an identifier record to enable future 
accessibility to selected captured data by one or more 
authorized parties or approved devices or authorized recipi 
ents. In some embodiments the captured data may include 
both a video data stream and one or more still image frames 
having different quality characteristics and/or formats. Ini 
tial and ongoing coordination as well as correlation may be 
facilitated between video and still image data derived from 
related fields of view. 
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F.G. 5 

600 N. 

Writing a captured image at a resolution in a computer readable medium 
and in a user accessible form. 

Decreasing the resolution of the written captured image in the computer 
readable medium if a Condition is met. 
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F.G. 6 

Writing a captured image at a resolution in a computer readable medium and 
in a user accessible form. 

612 Writing an image 
captured by a digital 
Camera at a resolution 

in a computer readable 
medium associated 
with a digital camera 
and in a user 

accessible form. 

614 Writing an image 
Captured by a digital 
Camera at a resolution, 
the captured image 
being written in at least 
one of an album of 

images, and/or a 
collection of images 
stored in a computer 
readable medium and 
in a user-accessible 
form. 

Decreasing the resolution of the written captured image in the computer 
readable medium if a Condition is met. 

US 2007/0222865A1 
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FIG. 7 

600 - N. 

610 

Writing a captured image at a resolution in a computer readable medium 
and in a user accessible form. 

630 

Decreasing the resolution of the written captured image in the computer 
readable medium if a condition is met. 

632 Decreasing the resolution of the 
Written captured image in the computer 
readable medium if a preselected time 
has elapsed after the writing of the 
captured image at a resolution in the 

636 Decreasing the 
resolution of the Written 
captured image in the 
computer readable medium 
if at least one of an 
available storage space in 
the computer readable 

computer readable medium. 

medium is less than a 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - 
634 The preselected time 

preselected amount, a 
condition established by a 
user is met, and/or a 

of five seconds, ten seconds, 
thirty seconds, one minute, try or 
thirty minutes, ninety minutes, Criterion established by a 

storage management 
algorithm is met. 

includes at least a selected one 

day, one week, one month, or 
five hours, twelve hours, one 

One year. 
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Writing a captured image at a resolution in a computer 
readable medium and in a user accessible form. 

Decreasing the resolution of the written captured image in the computer 
readable medium if a condition is met. 

related to the writing a captured image at resolution in a computer 
- 

640 Decreasing the resolution of the written captured image in the 
computer readable medium if a condition responsive to data 
received from a device associated with another computer readable 
medium is met. 

642. When the operational flow is implemented in a digital camera, 
decreasing the resolution of the written captured image in the 
Computer readable medium if a condition responsive to data 
received from another digital electronic device is met. 

  



Patent Application Publication Sep. 27, 2007 Sheet 9 of 87 US 2007/0222865 A1 

FIG. 9 

600 N. 

Writing a captured image at a resolution in a computer readable medium 
and in a user accessible form. 

Decreasing the resolution of the written captured image in the computer 
readable medium if a condition is met. 

Further decreasing the resolution of the written captured image in the 
computer readable medium if another condition is met. 
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FIG. 11 

800 -N 

Saving a photograph in a computer readable medium, the photograph being 
written in a first digital file having a first file size and an availability to a user. 

if a condition is met, saving the photograph in a second digital file having a 
second and smaller file size than the first file size, and removing the first 
digital file having a first file size from the computer readable medium. 

End 
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F.G. 12 

800 - N. 

Saving a photograph in a computer readable medium, the photograph being 
written in a first digital file having a first file size and an availability to a user. 

812 Saving a photograph in a 
Computer readable medium 
includes a saving at least one 

sia Saving a photograph in a 
computer readable medium 
associated with a device that 

of a single scene, a stream of took the photograph. 
scenes, and/or a combination 816. Saving a photograph 

of scenes in the computer medium associated with a 
readable medium. handheld digital camera 

of a single Scene and a stream in a computer readable 

lf a condition is met, saving the photograph in a second digital file having a 
second and smaller file size than the first file size, and removing the first 
digital file having a first file size from the computer readable medium. 
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FIG. 13 

Saving a photograph in a computer readable medium, the photograph being 

800 - 

810 

written in a first digital file having a first file size and an availability to a user and 
an availability to a user. 

830 

If a condition is met, saving the photograph in a second digital file having a 
second and smaller file size than the first file size, and removing the first digital 
file having a first file size from the computer readable medium. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

832 Saving the photograph at a 834 Saving the photograph in a 
resolution that results in a second second digital file using a 

compression algorithm that results in and smaller file size than when 

first file size. 

a smaller second file size than the written in the first digital file having 
| a first file size. 

- - -- a - -- - -- -- - O --- 

836 Removing the first digital file 
having a first file size from the 
Computer readable medium by at 
least one of sending the first digital 

838 Saving the photograph in a 
second digital file having a second 
and smaller file size than the first file 
size in response to at least one of a : 

file having a first file size to temporal parameter, an absence of a 
predetermined amount of available 

medium, and/or deleting the first storage space, a user established. 
digital file having a first file size parameter, and/or a parameter 
from the computer readable 
medium. 

established by a storage management 

another computer readable 

algorithm. 

39 Saving the photograph in a second digital file having a second and smaller 
file size than the first file size if a condition responsive to an examination of at 
least one other captured image saved in the Computer readable medium is met. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

End 
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F.G. 14 

800 - 

Saving a photograph in a computer readable medium, the photograph being 
written in a first digital file having a first file size and an availability to a user. 

lf a condition is met, saving the photograph in a second digital file having a 
second and smaller file size than the first file size, and removing the first 
digital file having a first file size from the computer readable medium. 

lf another condition is met, saving the photograph in a third digital file at a 
third and smaller file size than the second file size, and removing the 
second file having a second file size from the computer readable medium. 
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F.G. 15 

900 - 

910 

Saving a first image at a first resolution of the first image in a user 
accessible data structure. 

920 

Saving a second image at a first resolution of the second image in the user 
accessible data structure. 

930 

If a first condition is met, saving in the user-accessible data structure the 
first image at a second resolution of the first image that is a lesser 
resolution than the first resolution of the first image, and removing from the 
user-accessible data structure the first image saved at the first resolution of 
the first image. 

End 
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F.G. 16 

900 - 

910 

Saving a first image at a first resolution of the first image in a user 
accessible data structure. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
912 Saving a first image at a first resolution in a user-accessible data 
structure, the first image having been taken by a portable image 

| capture device associated with the user-accessible data structure. 

Saving a second image at a first resolution of the second image in the user 
accessible data structure. 

930 

if a first condition is met, saving in the user-accessible data structure the 
first image at a second resolution of the first image that is a lesser 
resolution than the first resolution of the first image, and removing from the 
user-accessible data structure the first image saved at the first resolution of 
the first image. 

---------------------- (N- 940 
Saving in the user-accessible data structure a third image at a first 
resolution of the third image; and 
if a second Condition is met, saving in the user-accessible data structure a 
third resolution of the first image that is lesser resolution than the second 
resolution of the first image, and removing from the user-accessible data 
structure the first image saved at the second resolution of the first image. 
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F.G. 17 

900 N. 

Saving a first image at a first resolution of the first image in a user 
accessible data structure. 

Saving a second image at a first resolution of the second image in the user 
accessible data structure. 

if a first condition is met, saving in the user-accessible data structure the first 
image at a second resolution of the first image that is a lesser resolution than 
the first resolution of the first image, and removing from the user-accessible 
data structure the first image saved at the first resolution of the first image. 

( - 962 
If a second condition is met, saving in the user-accessible data structure the first 
image at a third resolution of the first image that is a lesser resolution than the 
second resolution of the first image, and removing from the user-accessible data 
structure the first image saved at the second resolution of the first image. 

- - - - - - - 
964. If a third Condition is met, saving in the user-accessible data 
structure the second image at a second resolution of the second image 
that is a lesser resolution than first resolution of the second image, and 
removing from the user-accessible data structure the second image 
saved at the first resolution of the second image. 
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F.G. 18 

900 N. 

Saving a first image at a first resolution of the first image in a user 
accessible data Structure. 

Saving a second image at a first resolution of the second image in the user 
accessible data structure. 

If a first condition is met, saving in the user-accessible data structure the first 
image at a second resolution of the first image that is a lesser resolution than 
the first resolution of the first image, and removing from the user-accessible 
data structure the first image saved at the first resolution of the first image. 

| If a second condition is met, saving in the user-accessible data structure 
the first image at a third resolution of the first image that is a lesser 
resolution than the second resolution of the first image, and removing 
from the user-accessible data structure the first image saved at the 
second resolution of the first image; and 
saving in the user-accessible data structure the second image at a 

| second resolution of the second image that is a lesser resolution than 
| first resolution of the second image, and removing from the user 

accessible data structure the second image saved at the first resolution 
of the second image.   
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F.G. 19 

900 N. 
910 

Saving a first image at a first resolution of the first image in a user 
accessible data structure. 

920 

Saving a second image at a first resolution of the second image in the user 
accessible data structure. 

930 

If a first condition is met, saving in the user-accessible data structure the 
first image at a second resolution of the first image that is a lesser : 
resolution than the first resolution of the first image, and removing from the 
user-accessible data structure the first image saved at the first resolution of 
the first image. 

End 
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FIG. 24 

1100 N. 
- 

Saving a digital image in a form in a user-accessible storage medium. 

Altering the form of the saved digital image if a condition is met. 

End 

  



Patent Application Publication Sep. 27, 2007 Sheet 25 of 87 US 2007/0222865A1 

FIG. 25 

1100 N. 
1110 

Saving a digital image in a form in a user-accessible storage medium. 

1120 

Altering the form of the saved digital image if a condition is met. 

Condition is 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - 126 Reducing TTTTTT 
1124 a resolution of 1128 

| 1122 the saved | | Aggregating the 
Reducing a - 

Compressing resolution of digital image saved digital 
the saved the saved sufficiently to | image with 

e SaWe digital image if El meet a another digital digital image if a Condition is selected image if a 
a condition is a - met. objective if a condition is 
met. 
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FIG. 26 

1100 N. 

Saving a digital image in a form in a user-accessible storage medium. 

Altering the form of the saved digital image if a condition is met. 

Archiving 1134 Transferring the 
the saved - saved digital Deleting the Cropping the 
digital 
image to 
another 
digital medium if a 
storage r Condition is 

image to 
another user 
accessible 

saved digital saved digital 
image if a image if a 
Condition is Condition is 
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FG. 27 

1100 

Saving a digital image in a form in a user-accessible storage medium. 

Altering the form of the saved digital image if a condition is met. 

1146 Altering 
the form of the 

Altering the saved digital 
form of the image if the 
Saved digital saved digital 
image if the | image includes 
Saved digital a selected 
image does subject having a 
not include presence in at 
a presence least one other 
of a digital image 
Selected saved in the 

digital storage 
medium. 

1148. Altering the 
form of the saved 
digital image if 
the saved digital 
image includes a 
selected subject 
absent from at 
least one other 
digital image 
Saved in the 
digital storage 

the form of 
the saved | 
digital 
image if 
the saved 
digital | 
Image 
includes a 
presence 
of a : 
Subject. 

. 
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FIG. 28 

11 OO - N. 

Saving a digital image in a form in a user-accessible storage medium. 

Altering the form of the saved digital image if a condition is met. 

met. 
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F.G. 29 

1 to 

1110 

Saving a digital image in a form in a user-accessible storage medium. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
1154A Saving a digital image acquired at a first time in a form in a 
user-accessible storage medium. 

1120 

Altering the form of the saved digital image if a condition is met. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
1154B Altering the form of the saved digital image acquired at a 
first time if the saved digital image includes a presence of a 

digital image saved in the user-accessible storage medium and 
acquired within a preselected time of the first time. 

selected subject also having a presence in at least one other 

End 
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F.G. 31 

1220 Y 1221 

obtaining captured data on a device, which captured data has a given 
high quality resolution 

1222 

transferring some or all of the captured data via a communication link to 
a separate storage location for future availability, wherein selected 

captured data is initially received at the separate storage location without 
a significant loss of the high quality resolution 

1223 

Confirming a storage protocol for keeping a saved version of the selected captured 
data at the separate storage location, which storage protocol includes different 

storage organization categories 

1 224 

- 
maintaining an identifier record to enable future accessibility to the selected 

captured data by one or more authorized parties or approved devices 
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F.G. 42 

15- N. 
1326 

provide a computer program product having one or more computer 
programs for executing the following 

process 

transferring captured data having a given high quality resolution via a 37 
communication link from a capturing device to a separate storage 

location for future availability 

1328 

implementing a storage protocol for keeping a saved version of selected 
Captured data at the separate storage location, which storage protocol includes 

different organization categories 

maintaining an identifier record to enable future accessibility to the selected 
captured data by an authorized party or by a designated device 

including storage media or communication media 
for encoding process instructions 

    

  

  

  

    

  



US 2007/0222865 A1 Patent Application Publication Sep. 27, 2007 Sheet 43 of 87 

lae 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  







Patent Application Publication Sep. 27, 2007 Sheet 46 of 87 US 2007/0222865A1 

F.G. 46 

1500 N. 
15O1 

receiving data at a separate storage facility via a communication link from One 
or more transmitting devices, which data includes selected captured data 

maintaining some or all of the selected captured data at the separate storage facility 
as a saved version that is stored in accordance with a safekeeping arrangement 

1503 

Confirming a storage access protocol wherein an identifier record provides a 
specified identification of an applicable storage organization category 

enabling restricted future access to the saved version of the selected captured data 
in accordance with the safekeeping arrangement by providing an operable coupling 
between the identifier record and the applicable storage organization category of the 

separate storage facility 
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F.G. 52 

1555 Y 
1556 

provide a computer program product having one or more Computer 
programs for executing the following process 

retaining at a separate storage facility for future availability some selected 
captured data having a given quality characteristic, which selected captured data 

is received via a communication link with a capturing device 

1558 

implementing a storage protocol for keeping a saved version of the selected 
captured data at the separate storage facility, which storage protocol includes 

different organization categories 

1559 

providing an identifier record that is operably coupled to one or more of the 
different organization categories 

1561 

enabling future accessibility by an authorized user or approved device or 
recipient party to the selected captured data pursuant to the storage protocol 
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F.G. 56 

1650 Y 1651 

providing a separate storage facility that receives selected captured data via a 
communication link from at least one transmitting capture device, which capture 

device includes local memory capacity 

maintaining some or all of the selected captured data at the separate storage 
facility as an inventory data version that is stored in accordance with a 

safekeeping arrangement 

1653 

providing different status categories to identify the inventory data version of the 
selected captured data 

establishing future accessibility guidelines in accordance with the safekeeping 
arrangement to control back and forth data transferability between the separate 

storage facility and an external unit 

implementing the future accessibility guidelines based on an applicable attribute 
associated with the external unit 
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1720 Y 
1721 

provide a computer program product having one or more computer 
programs for executing the following process 

receiving selected captured data at a separate storage facility via a 
communication link from a transmitting capture device 

providing status categories to identify an inventory data version of the selected 
captured data 

implementing a safekeeping arrangement for restricted back and forth 
transferability between the separate storage facility and an approved external unit 

evaluating one or more applicable attributes associated with the external unit 
as a basis for downloading a particular inventory data version of the Selected 

captured data to the approved external unit 
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1715 Y 1725 

coordinating contemporaneous operation of a video capture module and a still 
image capture module, 

operating a video capture module having specified quality parameters to 
generate a video data stream derived from a particular field of view 

also operating a still image capture module to generate one or more still image frames 
derived from a related field of view, wherein the still image capture module includes 

dissimilar quality capabilities compared to the video capture module, 

allowing ongoing capture of a video data stream incorporated in a video image 
format and also facilitating periodic capture of one or more still image frames 
incorporated in a still image format, wherein the video image format and the 

still image format include one or more different features, respectively 
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1730 
A 1731 

providing a video capture module with specified quality parameters 

capturing a video data stream incorporated in a video mode format, which video 
data stream is derived from a particular field of view of the video capture module 

providing a still image capture module with given quality capabilities 

enabling coordinated operation of the video capture module and the still image 
capture module regarding their respective fields of view 

activating the still image capture module to periodically capture one or more 
still image frames incorporated in a still mode format that includes one or more 

different features as compared to the video mode format 
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FIG. 73 

1815 Y 
1816 

provide a computer program product having instructions for executing 
the following process 

providing coordinated operation of a video capture module having Specified quality 
parameters with operation of a still image capture module having dissimilar quality 

capabilities as compared to the video capture module, 

allowing Ongoing capture of a video data stream incorporated in a video image 
format and derived from a particular field of view 

facilitating periodic capture of one or more still image frames incorporated in a still 
image format and derived from a related field of view, wherein the video image 

format and the still image format include one or more different features, respectively 
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FIG. 76 

1910 

1911 

creating a video data stream derived from a field of view of a 
video capture component 

capturing one or more still image frames derived from a related field of view of a still 
image capture component, wherein the one or more still image frames include 

different quality characteristics compared to the video data stream 

providing a cross-reference association between the video data stream and the 
one or more still image frames, which cross-reference association facilitates 

future accessibility between a portion of the video data stream and a particular 
correlated still image frame 
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FIG. 77 

11 1916 

obtaining a portion of video data stream derived from a field of 
view of a video capture component 

initiating a capture of one or more still image frames derived from a related 
field of view of a still image capture component 

generating a stored version of the captured still image frames, which 
stored version includes different quality characteristics compared to a 

stored version of the video data stream 

providing a cross-reference association between the stored versions of the video 
data stream and the one or more still image frames, which Cross-reference 
association facilitates future accessibility between a portion of the video data 

stream and a particular correlated still image frame 
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2000 

2001 

provide a computer program product having instructions for executing 
the following process 

obtaining a portion of video data stream derived from a field of view of a video 
capture component 

initiating a capture of one or more still image frames derived from a related field 
of view of a still image capture component 

generating a stored version of the captured still image frames, which 
stored version includes different quality characteristics compared to a 

stored version of the video data stream 

providing a cross-reference association between the stored versions of the 
video data stream and the one or more still image frames to facilitate future 

accessibility to the stored version of a portion of the video data stream and/or 
to the stored version of a particular correlated still image frame 
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ENHANCED VIDEOfSTILL IMAGE 
CORRELATION 

PRIORITY CLAIM, CROSS-REFERENCE TO 
RELATED APPLICATION, AND 

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE 

0001. The present application is related to and claims the 
benefit of the earliest available effective filing date(s) from 
the following listed application(s) (the “Related Applica 
tions”) (e.g., claims earliest available priority dates for other 
than provisional patent applications or claims benefits under 
35 USC S 119(e) for provisional patent applications, for any 
and all parent, grandparent, great-grandparent, etc. applica 
tions of the Related Application(s)). 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

0002 For purposes of the USPTO extra-statutory 
requirements, the present application constitutes a continu 
ation in part of United States patent application entitled 
ESTIMATING SHARED IMAGE DEVICE OPERA 
TIONAL CAPABILITIES OR RESOURCES, naming 
Edward K. Y. Jung, Royce A. Levien, Robert W. Lord, Mark 
A. Malamud, and John D. Rinaldo, Jr. as inventors, filed Jun. 
2, 2005, Ser. No. 11/143,970, which is currently co-pending, 
or is an application of which a currently co-pending appli 
cation listed as a Related Application is entitled to the benefit 
of the filing date: 
0003) For purposes of the USPTO extra-statutory 
requirements, the present application constitutes a continu 
ation in part of United States patent application entitled 
SHARED IMAGE DEVICE DESIGNATION, naming 
Edward K. Y. Jung, Royce A. Levien, Robert W. Lord, Mark 
A. Malamud, and John D. Rinaldo, Jr. as inventors, filed Jul. 
26, 2005, Ser. No. 11/190,516, which is currently co 
pending, or is an application of which a currently co-pending 
application listed as a Related Application is entitled to the 
benefit of the filing date: 
0004 For purposes of the USPTO extra-statutory 
requirements, the present application constitutes a continu 
ation in part of United States patent application entitled 
SAVED-IMAGE MANAGEMENT, naming Royce A. 
Levien, Robert W. Lord, and Mark A. Malamud, as inven 
tors, filed Oct. 31, 2005, Ser. No. 1 1/263,587, which is 
currently co-pending, or is an application of which a cur 
rently co-pending application listed as a Related Application 
is entitled to the benefit of the filing date 
0005 For purposes of the USPTO extra-statutory 
requirements, the present application constitutes a continu 
ation in part of United States patent application entitled 
CONDITIONAL ALTERATION OF A SAVED IMAGE, 
naming Royce A. Levien, Robert W. Lord, and Mark A. 
Malamud, as inventors, filed Nov. 1, 2005, Ser. No. 1 1/264, 
701 which is currently co-pending, or is an application of 
which a currently co-pending application listed as a Related 
Application is entitled to the benefit of the filing date. 
0006 For purposes of the USPTO extra-statutory 
requirements, the present application constitutes a continu 
ation in part of United States patent application entitled 
DATA MANAGEMENT OF A DATA STREAM, naming 
Edward K. Y. Jung, Royce A. Levien, Robert W. Lord, Mark 
A. Malamud, and John D. Rinaldo, Jr. as inventors, filed 
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Mar. 15, 2006, Ser. No. 1 1/376,627 which is currently 
co-pending, or is an application of which a currently co 
pending application listed as a Related Application is 
entitled to the benefit of the filing date. 
0007 For purposes of the USPTO extra-statutory 
requirements, the present application constitutes a continu 
ation in part of United States patent application entitled 
STORAGE ACCESS TECHNIQUE FOR CAPTURED 
DATA, naming Royce A. Levien, Robert W. Lord, and Mark 
A. Malamud as inventors, filed Apr. 3, 2006, Ser. No. 
11/397.357 which is currently co-pending, or is an applica 
tion of which a currently co-pending application listed as a 
Related Application is entitled to the benefit of the filing 
date. 

0008 For purposes of the USPTO extra-statutory 
requirements, the present application constitutes a continu 
ation in part of United States patent application entitled 
THIRD PARTY STORAGE OF CAPTURED DATA, nam 
ing Royce A. Levien, Robert W. Lord, and Mark A. Mala 
mud as inventors, filed Apr. 13, 2006, Ser. No. 11/404,104 
which is currently co-pending, or is an application of which 
a currently co-pending application listed as a Related Appli 
cation is entitled to the benefit of the filing date. 
0009 For purposes of the USPTO extra-statutory 
requirements, the present application constitutes a continu 
ation in part of United States patent application entitled 
DATA STORAGE USAGE PROTOCOL, naming Royce A. 
Levien, Robert W. Lord, and Mark A. Malamud as inventors, 
filed Apr. 14, 2006, Ser. No. 11/404,381 which is currently 
co-pending, or is an application of which a currently co 
pending application listed as a Related Application is 
entitled to the benefit of the filing date. 
0010 For purposes of the USPTO extra-statutory 
requirements, the present application constitutes a continu 
ation in part of United States patent application entitled 
DEGRADATIONAPRESERVATION MANAGEMENT OF 
CAPTURED DATA, naming Edward K. Y. Jung, Royce A. 
Levien, Robert W. Lord, Mark A. Malamud, and John D. 
Rinaldo, Jr. as inventors, filed May 15, 2006, attorney docket 
No. 0605-003-008-CIP001 which is currently co-pending, 
or is an application of which a currently co-pending appli 
cation listed as a Related Application is entitled to the benefit 
of the filing date. 
0011 For purposes of the USPTO extra-statutory require 
ments, the present application constitutes a continuation in 
part of United States patent application entitled DUAL 
MODE IMAGE CAPTURE TECHNIQUE, naming Royce 
A. Levien, Robert W. Lord, Mark A. Malamud, and John D. 
Rinaldo, Jr. as inventors, filed May 19, 2006, attorney docket 
No. 0605-003-015-000000 which is currently co-pending, or 
is an application of which a currently co-pending application 
listed as a Related Application is entitled to the benefit of the 
filing date. 
0012 All subject matter of the Related Applications and 
of any and all parent, grandparent, great-grandparent, etc. 
applications of the Related Applications is incorporated 
herein by reference to the extent such subject matter is not 
inconsistent herewith. 

SUMMARY 

0013 Various possible system embodiment implementa 
tions are disclosed herein. For example an exemplary image 
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capture system may include a video capture module with 
specified quality parameters for obtaining a video data 
stream generated in a first format, a still image capture 
module with given quality capabilities for capturing one or 
more still image frames generated in a second different 
format, and data record means operatively coupled with said 
Video capture module and with said still image capture 
module to store selected versions of the video data stream 
and the still image frames. Related features may include 
control means for coordinating operation of the video cap 
ture module and operation of the still image capture module, 
wherein said control means establishes a cross-reference 
association between the video data stream and the one or 
more still image frames to facilitate future accessibility 
between a portion of the video data stream and a particular 
correlated still image frame. 
0014 Some exemplary methods of image capture corre 
lation may include creating a video data stream derived from 
a field of view of a video capture component; capturing one 
or more still image frames derived from a related field of 
view of a still image capture component, wherein the one or 
more still image frames include different quality character 
istics compared to the video data stream; and providing a 
cross-reference association between the video data stream 
and the one or more still image frames, which cross 
reference association facilitates future accessibility between 
a portion of the video data stream and a particular correlated 
still image frame. 
0015. Another possible process embodiment for image 
capture correlation may include obtaining a portion of video 
data stream derived from a field of view of a video capture 
component; initiating a capture of one or more still image 
frames derived from a related field of view of a still image 
capture component; and generating a stored version of the 
captured still image frames, which stored version includes 
different quality characteristics compared to a stored version 
of the video data stream. A related aspect may include 
providing a cross-reference association between the stored 
versions of the video data stream and the one or more still 
image frames, which cross-reference association facilitates 
future accessibility between a portion of the video data 
stream and a particular correlated still image frame. 
0016 Exemplary computer program product implemen 
tations may have instructions for executing a process that 
includes obtaining a portion of video data stream derived 
from a field of view of a video capture component; initiating 
a capture of one or more still image frames derived from a 
related field of view of a still image capture component; and 
generating a stored version of the captured still image 
frames, which stored version includes different quality char 
acteristics compared to a stored version of the video data 
stream. A related process aspect may include providing a 
cross-reference association between the stored versions of 
the video data stream and the one or more still image frames 
to facilitate future accessibility to the stored version of a 
portion of the video data stream or to the stored version of 
a particular correlated still image frame. 
0017. The foregoing summary is illustrative only and is 
not intended to be in any way limiting. In addition to the 
illustrative aspects, embodiments, and features described 
above, further aspects, embodiments, and features will 
become apparent by reference to the drawings and the 
following detailed description. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0018 FIG. 1 illustrates the exemplary system that 
includes a thin computing device that may interface with an 
electronic device; 

0019 FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary system in which 
embodiments may be implemented; 
0020 FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary system in which 
embodiments may be implemented; 
0021 FIGS. 4A-C illustrates an exemplary operation that 
decreases the resolution of the saved captured image in the 
computer readable medium; 
0022 FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary operational flow: 
0023 FIG. 6 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the 
exemplary operational flow of FIG. 5; 

0024 FIG. 7 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the 
exemplary operational flow of FIG. 5; 

0.025 FIG. 8 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the 
exemplary operational flow of FIG. 5; 

0026 FIG. 9 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the 
exemplary operational flow of FIG. 5; 
0027 FIG. 10 illustrates an exemplary environment in 
which embodiments may be implemented; 
0028 FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary operational flow: 
0029 FIG. 12 illustrates an alternative embodiment of 
the exemplary operational flow of FIG. 11; 

0030 FIG. 13 illustrates an alternative embodiment of 
the exemplary operational flow of FIG. 11; 

0031 FIG. 14 illustrates another alternative embodiment 
of the exemplary operational flow of FIG. 11; 
0032 FIG. 15 illustrates an exemplary operational flow: 
0033 FIG. 16 illustrates another embodiment of the 
exemplary operational flow of FIG. 15: 

0034 FIG. 17 illustrates a further embodiment of the 
exemplary operational flow of FIG. 15: 

0035 FIG. 18 illustrates a further embodiment of the 
exemplary operational flow of FIG. 15: 

0.036 FIG. 19 illustrates another embodiment of the 
exemplary operational flow of FIG. 15: 

0037 FIGS. 20A-D illustrates an embodiment of the 
exemplary operational flow of FIG. 16; 

0038 FIG. 21 illustrates an exemplary device in which 
embodiments may be implemented; 

0.039 FIG. 22 illustrates another exemplary device in 
which embodiments may be implemented; 

0040 FIG. 23 illustrates a further exemplary device in 
which embodiments may be implemented; 
0041 FIG. 24 illustrates an exemplary operational flow 
in which embodiments may be implemented; 

0042 FIG. 25 illustrates an alternative embodiment of 
the exemplary operational flow of FIG. 24; 
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0.043 FIG. 26 illustrates another alternative embodiment 
of the exemplary operational flow of FIG. 24; 
0044 FIG. 27 illustrates a further alternative embodiment 
of the exemplary operational flow of FIG. 24; 

004.5 FIG. 28 illustrates an alternative embodiment of 
the exemplary operational flow of FIG. 24; 

0046 FIG. 29 illustrates an alternative embodiment of 
the exemplary operational flow of FIG. 24; and 
0047 FIG. 30 illustrates an exemplary system in which 
embodiments may be implemented. 
0.048 FIG. 31 is a high level flow chart showing an 
exemplary data storage access embodiment. 

0049 FIGS. 32-41 are more detailed flow charts illus 
trating further exemplary embodiments. 
0050 FIG. 42 illustrates an exemplary computer program 
product embodiment. 
0051 FIG. 43 is a schematic block diagram showing 
exemplary data storage communication embodiments. 
0.052 FIG. 44 schematically illustrates other possible 
features incorporated in an exemplary separate storage facil 
ity/location. 

0053 FIG. 45 schematically illustrates other possible 
features incorporated in an exemplary capture/transmitting 
device. 

0054 FIG. 46 is a high level flow chart showing another 
exemplary data storage access embodiment. 
0055 FIGS. 47-51 are detailed flow charts illustrating 
additional exemplary embodiments. 
0056 FIG. 52 illustrates another exemplary computer 
program product embodiment. 
0057 FIG. 53 is a schematic block diagram showing 
exemplary embodiments for a capture device and a separate 
data storage facility. 

0.058 FIG. 54 schematically illustrates additional exem 
plary data storage access embodiments. 
0059 FIG.55 is a schematic diagram showing exemplary 
storage categories for captured data. 

0060 FIG. 56 is a high level flow chart showing a further 
exemplary process embodiment. 

0061 FIGS. 57-62 are detailed flow charts illustrating 
other exemplary embodiments. 
0062 FIG. 63 illustrates a further exemplary computer 
program product embodiment. 
0063 FIGS. 64-65 are high level flow charts showing 
additional exemplary process embodiments. 
0064 FIGS. 66-72 are detailed flow charts illustrating 
further exemplary embodiments. 
0065 FIG. 73 illustrates another exemplary computer 
program product embodiment. 

0.066 FIG. 74 shows a schematic diagram for an exem 
plary system embodiment incorporating video and still 
image modules. 
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0067 FIG. 75 is a schematic block diagram for an 
exemplary system for capturing both still image frames and 
Video data streams. 

0068 FIGS. 76-77 are high level flow charts showing 
further exemplary process embodiments. 
0069 FIGS. 78-85 are detailed flow charts illustrating 
other exemplary embodiments. 
0070 FIG. 86 illustrates a further exemplary computer 
program product embodiment. 
0071 FIG. 87 is a schematic block diagram illustrating 
various exemplary embodiments for correlating captured 
Video streams and still images. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0072. In the following detailed description, reference is 
made to the accompanying drawings, which form a part 
hereof. In the drawings, similar symbols typically identify 
similar components, unless context dictates otherwise. The 
illustrative embodiments described in the detailed descrip 
tion, drawings, and claims are not meant to be limiting. 
Other embodiments may be utilized, and other changes may 
be made, without departing from the spirit or scope of the 
Subject matter presented here. 
0073 FIG. 1 provides a brief, general description of an 
illustrative and/or suitable exemplary environment in which 
embodiments may be implemented. In FIG. 1, as in the other 
figures, the figure is an example of an environment and does 
not suggest any limitation as to the structure, scope of use, 
or functionality of an embodiment. An embodiment should 
not be interpreted as having any dependency or requirement 
relating to any one or combination of components illustrated 
in an exemplary environment. For example, in certain 
instances, elements of an environment and/or a method may 
be deemed not necessary and omitted. In other instances, 
other elements may be deemed necessary and added. 
0074 FIG. 1 illustrates the exemplary system that 
includes a thin computing device 20 that may interface with 
an electronic device (not shown). The electronic device may 
include one or more functional elements 51. For example, 
the electronic device may include any item having electrical 
and/or electronic components playing a role in a function 
ality of the item, Such as a limited resource computing 
device, a game console, a digital camera, a cell phone, a 
printer, a refrigerator, a car, and an airplane. The thin 
computing device includes a processing unit 21, a system 
memory 22, and a system bus 23 that couples various system 
components including the system memory to the processing 
unit. The system bus may be any of several types of bus 
structures including a memory bus or memory controller, a 
peripheral bus, and a local bus using any of a variety of bus 
architectures. The system memory includes read-only 
memory (ROM) 24 and random access memory (RAM) 25. 
A basic input/output system (BIOS) 26, containing the basic 
routines that help to transfer information between sub 
components within the thin computing device. Such as 
during start-up, is stored in the ROM. A number of program 
modules may be stored in the ROM and/or RAM, including 
an operating system 28, one or more application programs 
29, other program modules 30, and program data 31. 
0075. A user may enter commands and information into 
the computing device 20 through user input devices, such as 
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a number of Switches and buttons, illustrated as hardware 
buttons 44, which may be associated with the electronic 
device and connected via a suitable interface 45. Input 
devices may further include a touch-sensitive display Screen 
32 with suitable input detection circuitry 33. The output 
circuitry of the touch-sensitive display screen is connected 
to the system bus 23 via a video driver 37. Other input 
devices may include a microphone 34 connected through a 
suitable audio interface 35, and a physical hardware key 
board (not shown). In addition to the display 32, the com 
puting device 20 may include other peripheral output 
devices, such as at least one speaker 38. 

0076. Other external input or output devices 39, such as 
a joystick, game pad, satellite dish, Scanner, an external 
computer readable medium, or the like may be connected to 
the processing unit 21 through a USB port 40 and USB port 
interface 41, to the system bus 23. Alternatively, the other 
external input and output devices 39 may be connected by 
other interfaces, such as a parallel port, game port or other 
port. The computing device 20 may further include or be 
capable of connecting to a flash card memory (not shown) 
through an appropriate connection port (not shown). The 
computing device may further include or be capable of a 
connection with a network through a network port 42 and 
network interface 43, and/or through wireless port 46 and 
corresponding wireless interface 47. Such a connection may 
be provided to facilitate communication with other periph 
eral devices, including other computers, printers, and so on 
(not shown). It will be appreciated that the various compo 
nents and connections shown are exemplary and other 
components and means of establishing communications 
links may be used. 
0077. The computing device 20 may be designed to 
include a user interface having a character, key-based, other 
user data input via the touch sensitive display 32 using a 
stylus (not shown). Moreover, the user interface is not 
limited to an actual touch-sensitive panel arranged for 
directly receiving input, but may alternatively or in addition 
respond to another input device. Such as the microphone 34. 
For example, spoken words may be received at the micro 
phone 34 and recognized. Alternatively, the computing 
device may be designed to include a user interface having a 
physical keyboard (not shown). 

0078. The device functional elements 51 are typically 
application specific and related to a function of the elec 
tronic device. The device functional elements are driven by 
a device functional element(s) interface 50, which coupled 
with the system bus 23. A functional element may typically 
perform a single well-defined task with little or no user 
configuration or setup. Such as a refrigerator keeping food 
cold, a cellphone connecting with an appropriate tower and 
transceiving voice or data information, and/or a camera 
capturing and saving an image. 

0079. In the description that follows, certain embodi 
ments may be described with reference to acts and symbolic 
representations of operations that are performed by one or 
more computing devices, such as the thin computing device 
20 of FIG. 1. As such, it will be understood that such acts 
and operations, which are at times referred to as being 
computer-executed, include the manipulation by the pro 
cessing unit of the computer of electrical signals represent 
ing data in a structured form. This manipulation transforms 
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the data or maintains them at locations in the memory 
system of the computer, which reconfigures or otherwise 
alters the operation of the computer in a manner well 
understood by those skilled in the art. The data structures in 
which data is maintained are physical locations of the 
memory that have particular properties defined by the format 
of the data. However, while an embodiment is being 
described in the foregoing context, it is not meant to be 
limiting as those of skill in the art will appreciate that the 
acts and operations described hereinafter may also be imple 
mented in hardware. 

0080 Embodiments may be described in a general con 
text of computer-executable instructions, such as program 
modules, being executed by a computer. Generally, program 
modules include routines, programs, objects, components, 
data structures, etc., that perform particular tasks or imple 
ment particular abstract data types. An embodiment may 
also be practiced in a distributed computing environment 
where tasks are performed by remote processing devices that 
are linked through a communications network. In a distrib 
uted computing enviroment, program modules may be 
located in both local and remote computer storage media 
including memory storage devices. 
0081 Embodiments may be implemented with numerous 
other general-purpose or special-purpose computing 
devices, computing system environments, and/or configu 
rations. Examples of well-known computing systems, envi 
ronments, and/or configurations that may be suitable for use 
with an embodiment include, but are not limited to, personal 
computers, handheld or laptop devices, personal digital 
assistants, multiprocessor Systems, microprocessor-based 
systems, set top boxes, programmable consumer electronics, 
network, minicomputers, server computers, game server 
computers, web server computers, mainframe computers, 
and distributed computing environments that include any of 
the above-systems or devices. 
0082 FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary system 200 in 
which embodiments may be implemented. The system 
includes a digital camera. 210 having image capture and 
image storage functionality. The digital camera 210 includes 
a computing device (not shown). Such as the thin computing 
device 20 described in conjunction with FIG. 1, that is 
operable to interact with functional elements of the digital 
camera. The digital camera also includes a plurality of user 
interfaces 220. The plurality of interfaces 220 includes a 
display 232. In alternative embodiments, the display may 
provide a textual, a visual display, and/or a graphical display. 
In a further embodiment, the display may include touch 
screen functionality operable to accept a user input. The 
plurality of user interfaces of the camera also includes a 
microphone 234, a speaker 238, and a plurality of tangible 
buttons 244A-244E. One or more of the tangible buttons 
may include a light emitter, such as a light emitting device 
246A. Further, one or more of the tangible buttons 244A 
244E may include a vibrator operable to provide a tactile 
display. The display 232 and the tangible buttons 244A 
244E may have any functionality appropriate to the digital 
camera. For example, the button 244E may be assigned to 
operate a camera element, such as a shutter function. The 
button 244A may be assigned an “enter function, and 
buttons 244B and 244C may be respectively assigned a 
scroll up and Scroll down function relative to a menu 
displayed on the display 232. The button 244D may be 
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assigned to operate another camera element, such as a lens 
Zoom function. The digital camera also includes context 
sensors 250, which may be selected, for example, to produce 
relevant information about an environment extrinsic to the 
digital camera. The context sensors are illustrated as an 
external temperature sensor 252 and a light intensity sensor 
254. The digital camera further includes a USB port 240, a 
network port 242, and/or a wireless port (not shown). 
0083. In addition, the digital camera 210 includes a lens 
(not shown) and an image acquisition module (not shown). 
The image acquisition module controls the lens, a shutter, an 
aperture, and/or other elements as necessary to capture an 
image through the lens. In an embodiment, capturing images 
using digital cameras or camcorders may be equated with 
photography as performed by conventional film cameras. A 
captured image may be processed, stored, viewed, and/or 
distributed by the digital camera. The digital camera also 
includes a system memory (not shown). Such as the system 
memory 22 of the thin computing device 20 of FIG. 1. The 
system memory includes saved operating systems and pro 
grams necessary to operate the digital camera. In addition, 
the digital camera may include a computer readable media 
(not shown), Such as the computer readable medium 
described in conjunction with FIG. 3 below. 
0084. The digital camera 210 includes operability to 
receive a user input through an interface of the plurality of 
interfaces 220. For example, in an embodiment, detecting a 
user touch to the button 244D may be received as an 
instruction and/or a selection. Another detected user touch to 
another user interface of the plurality of user interfaces 220 
may be received as another instruction and/or a selection. 
The user touch may be detected by a user interface physi 
cally incorporated in the aspect of the digital camera 210 or 
proximate thereto. In an alternative embodiment, a user 
input may be received by detecting a signal responsive to a 
sound or voice received by the microphone 234. For 
example, a detection and recognition of a signal responsive 
to a spoken command to the microphone 234 may be 
received as an instruction to activate a program associated 
with the digital camera. Further, a detection of a signal 
responsive to a sound or voice may be received by the 
microphone 234. 
0085 FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary system 300 in 
which embodiments may be implemented. The system 
includes a digital camera 310. The digital camera includes 
an image acquisition module 320 operable to capture an 
image, an image management module 330, and a computer 
readable medium, illustrated as computer readable media 
340. 

0086. In an embodiment, the digital camera 310 may 
include a computing device (not expressly shown) that 
handles any required processing. For example, the comput 
ing device may include at least a part of the system described 
in conjunction with FIG. 1, including the thin computing 
device 20, that may interface with at least one functional 
element of the digital camera. In an embodiment, the digital 
camera may include a processing unit, illustrated as a 
processing unit 350, and a system memory 355, which may 
be substantially similar to the processing unit 21 and the 
system memory 22 respectively of FIG. 1. In another 
embodiment, the digital camera may include at least a part 
of the exemplary system 200 and/or the digital camera 210 
described in conjunction with FIG. 2. 
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0087. The image management module 330 includes an 
operability to save a captured image at a resolution in the 
computer readable medium 340 and in a user-accessible 
form. In an embodiment, the operability to save the captured 
image at a resolution in the computer readable medium and 
in a user-accessible form includes an operability to save a 
captured image in a format at least Substantially suitable for 
presentation by a visual display of the digital camera 310, 
Such as a display screen. For example, the operability to save 
a captured image at a resolution in the computer readable 
medium and in a user-accessible form may include an 
operability to save a captured image at a resolution in a 
JPEG format, a GIF format, a TIFF format, or a PDF format. 
In another embodiment, the operability to save the captured 
image at a resolution in the computer readable medium and 
in a user-accessible form includes an operability to save the 
captured image at a resolution in the computer readable 
medium after data representative of the captured image has 
been decoded and processed from a raw format. Typically, 
the raw data is decoded and/or processed from a raw format, 
i.e., raw image data, into a JPEG format, a GIF format, a 
TIFF format, or a PDF format. In a further embodiment, the 
operability to save the captured image at a resolution in the 
computer readable medium and in a user-accessible form 
includes an operability to save the captured image in a form 
accessible to a user of the digital camera in the computer 
readable medium. For example, the form accessible to a user 
of the digital camera may include a JPEG format, a GIF 
format, a TIFF format, a PDF format, or a raw format where 
the digital camera allows a user access to a saved captured 
image in a raw format. 

0088. In an embodiment, an “image' may include a full 
image. In another embodiment, an "image' may include a 
portion of an image, a segment of a full image, a thumbnail 
of an image, and/or an icon that pertains to an image. 
Another embodiment of an "image' may include a photo 
graph and/or a digital image that can be captured by an 
image capture device Such as, for example, the digital 
camera 310. Certain embodiments of a streaming image may 
include a video that may be captured by the digital camera, 
Such as, for example, a digital camcorder camera. 

0089. The term “resolution' may include an indication of 
a measurement of image detail. Such as may be expressed as 
pixels per inch, dots per inch, or samples per inch, etc. In 
certain embodiments, a file size of an image is a function of 
its resolution, and in certain embodiments of relatively 
limited Storage-capability cameras, relatively few high-reso 
lution images can be saved. 

0090. In another embodiment, a “user-accessible form’ 
may include at least one of a location in the computer 
readable medium that allows a user to access a file saved 
therein, a file formatted to allow a user of the digital camera 
310 to view and/or manipulate the captured image, a prop 
erty of the captured image written to the computer readable 
medium, and/or an organization of the computer readable 
medium that allows a user to access a file saved therein. For 
example, data indicative of the captured image written to a 
hard drive in a JPEG format generally allows a user to view 
and/or manipulate the captured image. In an embodiment, a 
user-accessible storage medium may include all or any 
portion of any computer readable storage medium that 
allows a user, typically through a user interface, to act with 
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respect to and/or interact with the image. Such as viewing the 
image, manipulating the image, and/or directing the image 
to another location. 

0.091 The image management module 330 also includes 
an operability to decrease the resolution of the saved cap 
tured image in the computer readable medium if a condition 
is met. In an embodiment, the condition may include a 
condition corresponding in part or whole to a state of the 
computer readable medium, a presence and/or absence of a 
predetermined content of the saved captured image, a char 
acteristic of the saved image, an image storage administra 
tive criterion, and/or a temporal criterion. In a further 
embodiment, a condition does not include an automatic or 
standing condition that normally occurs upon completion of 
a processing, for example, completion of decoding raw 
image data into a more machine usable and/or user viewable 
format. 

0092. Examples of decreasing a resolution of a saved 
captured image include, but are not limited to, changing a 
resolution of a saved captured image, resampling a saved 
captured image, adjusting an exposure of a saved captured 
image, adjusting some image content of a saved captured 
image, and/or adjusting image composition of a saved 
captured image. As described within this document, certain 
embodiments of the decreasing a resolution of a saved 
captured image are configurable to decrease the resolution of 
the image such as by utilizing pixel-combination and/or 
combination of multiple images. The decreasing a resolution 
of a saved captured image may include altering image 
intensity and/or color values. The decreasing a resolution of 
a saved captured image may in certain embodiments, but not 
others, be equated to sizing the resolution of an image 
downward, and may other embodiments be implemented by 
removing pixels from the saved captured image. The 
decreasing a resolution of a saved captured image may 
pertain in certain embodiments, but not others, to altering 
the color values and/or the color intensities of a particular 
image. The decreasing a resolution of a saved captured 
image may pertain to decreasing the density of the pixels 
forming the image. During a resolution decreasing process, 
in certain embodiments of a display or projector, a footprint 
of pixels may be suitably altered to effectively change the 
resolution of the at least one image. 

0093. In an embodiment, the computer readable media 
340 may include a variety of computer readable media 
products. The computer readable media may include any 
storage media accessible by a computing device, and 
includes both removable and non-removable media. By way 
of example, and not of limitation, computer-readable media 
may include any computer storage media. Computer storage 
media includes removable and non-removable media imple 
mented in any method or technology for storage of infor 
mation Such as computer-readable instructions, data struc 
tures, program modules, or other data. Computer storage 
media may include, but are not limited to, magnetic devices, 
Such as magnetic disk storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic 
tape, or other magnetic storage devices; optical devices, 
such as CD-ROM, digital versatile disks (DVD), or other 
optical disk storage; memory cards, such a flash memory 
card; and/or any other medium which may be used to store 
the captured information and which can be accessed by a 
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computing device. Combinations of any of the above may 
also be included within the scope of a computer-readable 
medium. 

0094 FIG. 3 illustrates an embodiment where the com 
puter readable media 340 includes at least one instance of a 
computer readable medium. Illustrated instances of a com 
puter readable medium include a computer storage device 
348, a non-removable non-volatile medium 346, and/or a 
removable non-volatile medium 344. In an embodiment, the 
computer storage device may include any device capable of 
storing data, Such as, for example, a mass storage device, a 
disk drive, and/or a tape drive. In another embodiment, the 
non-removable non-volatile medium may include a non 
volatile magnetic disk or other medium. In a further embodi 
ment, the removable non-volatile medium may include an 
optical disk Such as a CD ROM, magnetic tape cassettes, 
flash memory cards, DVDs, and/or digital video tape. 
0095. In an embodiment, the computer readable medium 
340 includes a non-volatile computer storage device. In 
another embodiment, the computer readable medium 
includes a non-volatile computer readable medium. In a 
further embodiment, the computer readable medium 
includes a removable non-volatile computer readable 
medium. 

0096. In an embodiment, the image acquisition module 
320 operable to capture an image includes an image acqui 
sition module operable to capture a still image, an image 
Stream, and/or a combination of a still image and an image 
stream. In another embodiment, the image acquisition mod 
ule operable to capture an image includes an image acqui 
sition module operable to capture at least one of a visual 
image, an audio image, and/or a combination of a visual 
image and an audio image. In a further embodiment, the 
image acquisition module operable to capture an image 
includes an image acquisition module operable to capture an 
image in response to a received instruction from another 
digital device. The received instruction from another digital 
device may include an instruction received from another 
digital camera. The received instruction may direct capture 
of the image, or may include data responsive to which the 
image acquisition module captures the image. 
0097. In an embodiment, the image management module 
330 operable to save a captured image at a resolution in a 
computer readable medium and in a user-accessible form 
includes an image management module operable to save a 
captured image at a resolution in the computer readable 
medium and in a user-accessible album of images stored in 
a computer readable medium. In another embodiment, the 
image management module operable to save a captured 
image at a resolution in a computer readable medium 
includes an image management module operable to save a 
captured image at a resolution in the computer readable 
medium and in a user-accessible collection of images stored 
in a computer readable medium. In a further embodiment, 
the image management module operable to save a captured 
image at a resolution in the computer readable medium and 
in a user-accessible form includes an image management 
module operable to save a captured image at a resolution in 
a user-accessible data structure. 

0098. In an embodiment, the image management module 
330 operable to decrease the resolution of the saved captured 
image in the computer readable medium if a condition is met 
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includes an image management module operable to decrease 
the resolution of the saved captured image in the computer 
readable medium using a lossy compression algorithm if a 
condition is met. In another embodiment, the image man 
agement module operable to decrease the resolution of the 
saved captured image in the computer readable medium if a 
condition is met includes an image management module 
operable to decrease the resolution of the saved captured 
image in the computer readable medium if a time exceeds a 
preselected time threshold. The preselected time threshold 
may exceed five seconds. The preselected time threshold 
may exceed at least a selected one of ten seconds, thirty 
seconds, one minute, thirty minutes, ninety minutes, five 
hours, twelve hours, one day, one week, one month, or one 
year. 

0099. In a further embodiment, the image management 
module 330 operable to decrease the resolution of the saved 
captured image in the computer readable medium if a 
condition is met includes an image management module 
operable to decrease the resolution of the saved captured 
image in the computer readable medium if a time value is 
inside a preselected time window. In an embodiment, the 
image management module operable to decrease the reso 
lution of the saved captured image in the computer readable 
medium if a condition is met includes an image management 
module operable to decrease the resolution of the saved 
captured image in the computer readable medium if a 
condition is met where the condition corresponds to at least 
one of a storage space availability in the computer readable 
medium, a user established parameter, a preselected content 
of the image, and/or a parameter established by a storage 
management algorithm. In another embodiment, the image 
management module operable to decrease the resolution of 
the saved captured image in the computer readable medium 
if a condition is met includes an image management module 
operable to decrease the resolution of the saved captured 
image in the computer readable medium if a condition 
independent of the operation to save a captured image at a 
resolution in the computer readable medium is met. In a 
further embodiment, the image management module oper 
able to decrease the resolution of the saved captured image 
in the computer readable medium if a condition is met 
includes an image management module operable to decrease 
the resolution of the saved captured image in the computer 
readable medium if a condition responsive to an examina 
tion of at least one other captured image saved in the 
computer readable medium is met. For example, a condition 
responsive to an examination of at least one other captured 
image saved in the computer readable medium may include 
examining a content and/or context of the at least one or 
more other saved captured images for a repetition and/or 
duplication. If at least one other saved captured image is 
examined and found to be repetitive and/or duplicative of 
the saved captured image, the condition would be met and 
the image management module would operate to reduce the 
resolution of the saved captured image. In an alternative 
embodiment, the image management module may include 
an operability to reduce the resolution of the at least one 
other saved image in response to the condition being met. 
0100. In an embodiment, the image management module 
330 may further include an image management module 
operable to further decrease the resolution of the captured 
image saved in the computer readable medium if another 
condition is met. 
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0101 FIGS. 4A-C illustrate an exemplary operation 400 
that decreases the resolution of the saved captured image in 
the computer readable medium. The operation is described 
using the exemplary system 300 and the digital camera 310 
of FIG.3 as an example. In operation of an embodiment of 
the exemplary system, a user may compose a picture by 
orientating the lens 360 toward a subject in a scene. The user 
may communicate their preferences about the intended 
picture to the digital camera using elements of the user 
interface 370. Upon shutter activation, an imaging chip 322 
of the image acquisition module 320 generates electrical 
signals corresponding to the scene in a raw-format. A 
processing unit 350 and/or an image management module 
330 of the digital camera decodes and/or processes the 
raw-format image of the scene into a format, such as a JPEG 
format, a GIF format, a TIFF format, or a PDF format. The 
decoding and/or processing typically involve the system 
memory 355 of FIG. 3. The image management module 330 
then saves the captured image in a post-decoded/processed 
format, such as the JPEG format, at an initial resolution 410 
in the computer readable medium 340. FIG. 4A illustrates 
the saved captured image in the post-decoded/processed 
format, such as a JPEG format, in the file at, at the initial 
resolution 410 in the computer readable medium. Typically, 
the file will have an initial file size measured in bytes. 

0102) If a condition is met, the image management mod 
ule 330 decreases the resolution of the saved captured image 
in the computer readable medium 340 from the initial 
resolution 410 to a decreased resolution 415. For example, 
a condition may include whether a user has not caused the 
digital camera 310 to display the captured saved image at the 
initial resolution 410 for more than ten seconds in the 30 
days immediately after the image was captured. The image 
management module monitors for the condition being met. 
If the condition is met, i.e., a user has not caused the digital 
camera to display the saved captured image at the initial 
resolution for more than 10 seconds during the 30 days after 
the image was captured, the image management module 
decreases the resolution of the saved captured image in the 
computer readable medium. The resolution of the saved 
captured image is decreased from the initial resolution 410 
to a lesser or decreased resolution, illustrated as the 
decreased resolution 415. 

0103) If another condition is met, the image management 
module 330 may further decrease the decreased resolution 
415 of the saved captured image in the computer readable 
medium 340. For example, a condition may include whether 
a user has not caused the digital camera 310 to display the 
captured saved image at its decreased resolution 415 for 
more than ninety seconds during the 90 days after the 
resolution was reduced from the file 410. If the condition is 
met, i.e., a user has not caused the digital camera to display 
the saved captured image for more than ninety seconds 
during the 90 days after the saved captured image was 
reduced, the image management module further decreases 
the resolution of the written captured image in the computer 
readable medium. The resolution is decreased from the 
decreased resolution 415 to a further decreased resolution, 
illustrated as a further decreased resolution 420. In an 
embodiment, each decreased resolution is selected to use 
less file storage space in the computer readable medium than 
its predecessor does. In an embodiment, less viewed or 
lower user-valued files have their resolution degraded over 
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time to maximize available storage capacity for newly 
captured images and/or frequently viewed images. 

0104 FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary operational flow 
600. The exemplary operational flow may be implemented 
in the exemplary system 300 described in conjunction with 
FIG. 3. After a start operation, a storage operation 610 writes 
a captured image at a resolution in a computer readable 
medium and in a user-accessible form. A transformation 
operation 630 decreases the resolution of the written cap 
tured image in the computer readable medium if a condition 
is met. The operational flow then proceeds to an end 
operation. 

0105 FIG. 6 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the 
exemplary operational flow 600 of FIG. 5. The storage 
operation 610 may include at least one additional operation. 
The at least one additional operation may include an opera 
tion 612, and/or an operation 614. The operation 612 writes 
an image captured by a digital camera at a resolution in a 
computer readable medium associated with a digital camera 
and in a user-accessible form. The operation 614 writes an 
image captured by a digital camera at a resolution and in a 
user-accessible form, the captured image being written in at 
least one of an album of images, and/or a collection of 
images stored in a computer readable medium. 

0106 FIG. 7 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the 
exemplary operational flow 600 of FIG. 5. The transforma 
tion operation 630 may include at least one additional 
operation. The at least one additional operation may include 
an operation 632, and/or an operation 636. The operation 
632 decreases the resolution of the written captured image in 
the computer readable medium if a preselected time has 
elapsed after the writing of the captured image at a resolu 
tion in the computer readable medium. The operation 632 
may include at least one additional operation, such as the 
operation 634. At the operation 634, the preselected time 
includes at least a selected one of five seconds, ten seconds, 
thirty seconds, one minute, thirty minutes, ninety minutes, 
five hours, twelve hours, one day, one week, one month, or 
one year. The operation 636 decreases the resolution of the 
written captured image in the computer readable medium if 
at least one of an available storage space in the computer 
readable medium is less than a preselected amount, a con 
dition established by a user is met, and/or a criterion 
corresponding to a storage management algorithm is met. 

0107 FIG. 8 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the 
exemplary operational flow 600 of FIG. 5. The operational 
flow may be implemented in a handheld digital camera 646. 
The transformation operation 630 may include at least one 
additional operation. The additional operation may include 
an operation 638, an operation 640, and/or an operation 642. 
The operation 638 decreases the resolution of the written 
captured image in the computer readable medium if a 
condition is met that is not related to the writing a captured 
image at resolution in a computer readable medium. The 
operation 640 decreases the resolution of the written cap 
tured image in the computer readable medium if a condition 
responsive to data received from a device associated with 
another computer readable medium is met. When the opera 
tional flow is implemented in a digital camera, the operation 
642 decreases the resolution of the written captured image in 
the computer readable medium if a condition responsive to 
data received from another digital device is met. 
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0108 FIG. 9 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the 
exemplary operational flow 600 of FIG. 5. The operational 
flow may include at least one additional operation, such as 
an operation 650. The operation 650 further decreases the 
resolution of the written captured image in the computer 
readable medium if another condition is met. 

0109 FIG. 10 illustrates an exemplary environment 700 
in which embodiments may be implemented. The exemplary 
environment includes a device 710, which may include 
elements that are at least Substantially similar to the digital 
camera 310 of FIG. 3 The device includes an image acqui 
sition module 720 operable to capture an image, a computer 
readable medium, illustrated as a computer readable media 
740, and an image administration circuit 730. The image 
administration circuit includes an image administration cir 
cuit for saving a captured image at a first resolution in the 
computer readable medium. The image administration cir 
cuit also includes a image administration circuit for saving 
the captured image in the computer readable medium at a 
second resolution that is less than the first resolution, and for 
removing the captured image saved at the first resolution 
from the computer readable medium, both if a condition is 
met. 

0110. In an embodiment, the image administration circuit 
730 for saving a captured image in the computer readable 
medium at a first resolution includes an image administra 
tion circuit for saving a captured image at a first resolution 
in at least one of a nonvolatile, a removable, and/or non 
removable media implemented in any method and/or tech 
nology for storage of digital information. In another embodi 
ment, the image acquisition module 720 operable to capture 
an image includes an image acquisition module operable to 
capture at least one of a still image, an image stream, and/or 
a combination of a still image and an image stream. In a 
further embodiment, the image acquisition module operable 
to capture an image includes an image acquisition module 
operable to capture at least one of visual image, an audio 
image, and/or a combination of a visual image and an audio 
image. 

0111. In an embodiment, the image acquisition module 
720 operable to capture an image includes an image acqui 
sition module operable to capture a real-world image. In 
another embodiment, the image administration circuit 730 
for saving a captured image at a first resolution in the 
computer readable medium includes an image administra 
tion circuit for saving a captured real-world image at a first 
resolution in the computer readable medium. In a further 
embodiment, the image acquisition module operable to 
capture an image includes an image acquisition module 
operable to capture a virtual-world image. In another 
embodiment, the image administration circuit for saving a 
captured image at a first resolution in the computer readable 
medium includes an image administration circuit for saving 
a captured virtual-world image at a first resolution in the 
computer readable medium. 

0.112. In another embodiment, the image administration 
circuit 730 for saving a captured image at a first resolution 
in the computer readable medium includes an image admin 
istration circuit for saving a captured image at a first 
resolution in the computer readable medium and in a user 
accessible form. In a further embodiment, the image admin 
istration circuit for saving a captured image at a first 
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resolution in the computer readable medium and in a user 
accessible form includes an image administration circuit for 
saving a captured image at a first resolution in the computer 
readable medium and in a user-accessible location. In an 
embodiment, the image administration circuit for saving a 
captured image at a first resolution in the computer readable 
medium and in a user-accessible form includes an image 
administration circuit for saving a captured image at a first 
resolution in a computer readable medium that allows user 
access to the saved captured image. In a further embodi 
ment, the image administration circuit for saving a captured 
image at a first resolution in the computer readable medium 
and in a user-accessible form includes an image adminis 
tration circuit for saving a captured image at a first resolution 
in a computer readable medium configured for user access to 
the saved captured image. 
0113. In an embodiment, the image administration circuit 
730 for saving the captured image in the computer readable 
medium at a second resolution that is less than the first 
resolution includes an image administration circuit for sav 
ing the captured image in the computer readable medium at 
a resolution reduced from the first resolution. In another 
embodiment, the image administration circuit for saving the 
captured image in the computer readable medium at a 
second resolution that is less than the first resolution if a 
condition is met includes an image administration circuit for 
saving the captured image in the computer readable medium 
at a second resolution where at least a portion of the saved 
captured image has a resolution less than the first resolution. 
In a further embodiment, the image administration circuit 
for saving the captured image in the computer readable 
medium at a second resolution that is less than the first 
resolution includes an image administration circuit for 
reducing the resolution of the captured image from the first 
resolution into the second resolution and for saving the 
captured image in the computer readable medium at the 
second resolution. In an embodiment, the image adminis 
tration circuit for saving the captured image in the computer 
readable medium at a second resolution that is less than the 
first resolution includes an image administration circuit for 
reducing the resolution of at least one selected frame of a 
streaming captured image from the first resolution into the 
second resolution and not reducing at least one other 
selected frame of the streaming captured image. 

0114. In an embodiment, the image administration circuit 
730 for removing the captured image saved at the first 
resolution from the computer readable medium includes an 
image administration circuit for deleting the captured image 
saved at the first resolution from the computer readable 
medium. in another embodiment, the image administration 
circuit for removing the captured image saved at the first 
resolution from the computer readable medium includes an 
image administration circuit for communicating the cap 
tured image saved at the first resolution to another computer 
readable medium. In an embodiment, the another computer 
readable medium may be physically associated with the 
device. In further embodiment, the another computer read 
able medium may not physically associated with the device. 
0115) In an embodiment, the image administration circuit 
730 for communicating the captured image saved at the first 
resolution to another computer readable medium includes an 
image administration circuit for communicating the cap 
tured image saved at the first resolution to another computer 
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readable medium and acquiring a track-back link to the 
communicated captured image. In another embodiment, the 
image administration circuit for removing the captured 
image saved at the first resolution from the computer read 
able medium includes an image administration circuit for 
communicating the captured image saved at the first reso 
lution to at least one of another computer readable medium 
that is a less accessible computer readable medium, a slower 
computer readable medium, a cheaper computer readable 
medium, a temporarily available computer readable 
medium, an intermittently available computer readable 
medium, a more secure computer readable medium, a less 
secure computer readable medium, a public computer read 
able medium, a private computer readable medium, and/or a 
computer readable medium that is less accessible in terms of 
a location and/or a rate and/or a format. 

0116. In an embodiment, the image administration circuit 
730 for saving the captured image in the computer readable 
medium at a second resolution that is less than the first 
resolution if a condition is met includes an image adminis 
tration circuit for saving the captured image in the computer 
readable medium at a second resolution that is less than the 
first resolution if a preselected time has elapsed since the 
captured image at a first resolution was saved in the com 
puter readable medium. In a further embodiment, the image 
administration circuit for saving the captured image in the 
computer readable medium at a second resolution that is less 
than the first resolution if a condition is met includes an 
image administration circuit for saving the captured image 
in the computer readable medium at a second resolution that 
is less than the first resolution if available storage space in 
the computer readable medium is less than a preselected 
threshold. For example, the available storage space in the 
computer readable medium may include a presently avail 
able storage in the computer readable medium that is less 
than a preselected threshold, and/or predicted availability of 
storage in the computer readable medium that is less than a 
preselected threshold. 
0.117) In another embodiment, the image administration 
circuit 730 for saving the captured image in the computer 
readable medium at a second resolution that is less than the 
first resolution if a condition is met includes an image 
administration circuit for saving the captured image in the 
computer readable medium at a second resolution that is less 
than the first resolution if a condition established by a user 
is met. The condition established by a user may include a 
user-selected condition, a user-created condition, and/or a 
user-determined condition. In a further embodiment, the 
image administration circuit for saving the captured image 
in the computer readable medium at a second resolution that 
is less than the first resolution if a condition is met includes 
an image administration circuit for saving the captured 
image in the computer readable medium at a second reso 
lution that is less than the first resolution if an image 
resolution changing criterion established by a storage 
administration criterion is met. In an embodiment, the 
storage administration criterion may correspond to image 
content, image content attributes, time, storage space, pres 
ence and/or absence of a selected Subject, a frequent pres 
ence of a selected Subject in other saved captured images, an 
at least Substantial similarity to other saved captured images, 
and/or an at least Substantial similarity to other saved 
captured images having a commonality; Such as recently 
captured, captured in a time frame, and/or captured in 
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temporal or spatial proximity. For example, a storage admin 
istration criterion may include keeping only one high reso 
lution saved captured image of my son from all those 
captured during the month of December. In another 
example, a storage administration criterion may include 
keeping, i.e., not deceasing the resolution of Sufficient 
images to enable some task or goal. Such as keeping just 
enough images to construct a panorama, to create a high 
dynamic range composite, and/or an infinite depth of field 
image. 

0118. In an embodiment, the image administration circuit 
730 for saving the captured image in the computer readable 
medium at a second resolution that is less than the first 
resolution if a condition is met includes an image adminis 
tration circuit for saving the captured image in the computer 
readable medium at a second resolution that is less than the 
first resolution if a condition corresponding to data received 
from another digital device is met. In another embodiment, 
the image administration circuit for saving the captured 
image in the computer readable medium at a second reso 
lution that is less than the first resolution if a condition is met 
includes an image administration circuit for saving the 
captured image in the computer readable medium at a 
second resolution that is less than the first resolution if a 
condition responsive to an examination of at least one other 
captured image saved in the computer readable medium is 
met. In a further embodiment, the another digital device 
includes an image acquisition module operable to capture an 
image. In another embodiment, the device includes a digital 
camera. In a further embodiment, the device includes a 
handheld digital camera. 
0119). In an embodiment, the an image administration 
circuit 730 further includes an image administration circuit 
for saving the captured image in the computer readable 
medium at a third resolution that is less than the second 
resolution and removing from the computer readable 
medium the captured image saved at the second resolution, 
if another condition is met. 

0120 FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary operational flow 
800. After a start operation, a storage operation 810 saves a 
photograph in a computer readable medium, the photograph 
being written in a first digital file having a first file size and 
an availability to a user. For example, in an embodiment, 
after a raw image is processed, data representative of the 
photograph is written into a semi-permanent or permanent 
storage medium for a later retrieval. A reduction operation 
830 saves the photograph in a second digital file having a 
second and smaller file size than the first file size, and 
removes the first digital file having a first file size from the 
computer readable medium, both if a condition is met. The 
operational flow then proceeds to an end operation. 
0121. In an embodiment, a photograph may include a 
single picture of a scene, a stream of pictures of a scene that 
may be static or dynamic, and/or a combination thereof. In 
another embodiment, the image acquisition module operable 
to capture an image includes an image acquisition module 
operable to capture at least one of a visual picture, a Sound, 
and/or a combination thereof. 

0122 FIG. 12 illustrates an alternative embodiment of 
the exemplary operational flow 800 of FIG. 11. The storage 
operation 810 may include at least one additional operation. 
The at least one additional operation may include an opera 

Sep. 27, 2007 

tion 812 and/or an operation 814. At the operation 812, the 
saving a photograph in a computer readable medium 
includes a saving at least one of a single scene, a stream of 
scenes, and/or a combination of a single scene and a stream 
of scenes in the computer readable medium. The operation 
814 saves a photograph in a computer readable medium 
associated with a device that took the photograph. The 
operation 814 may include at least one additional operation, 
such as the operation 816. The operation 816 saves a 
photograph in a computer readable medium associated with 
a handheld digital camera that took the photograph. 
0123 FIG. 13 illustrates an alternative embodiment of 
the exemplary operational flow 800 of FIG. 11. The reduc 
tion operation 830 may include at least one additional 
operation. The at least one additional operation may include 
an operation 832, an operation 834, and operation 836, an 
operation 838 and/or an operation 839. The operation 832 
saves the photograph at a resolution that results in a second 
and smaller file size than when written in the first digital file 
having a first file size. The operation 834 saves the photo 
graph in a second digital file using a compression algorithm 
that results in a smaller second file size than the first file size. 
The operation 836 removes the first digital file having a first 
file size from the computer readable medium by at least one 
of sending the first digital file having a first file size to 
another computer readable medium, and/or deleting the first 
digital file having a first file size from the computer readable 
medium. For example, the first digital file may be removed 
from the computer readable medium and sent to another 
computer readable medium. The another computer readable 
medium may be permanently or removably associated with 
an electronic device that is also associated with the computer 
readable medium, Such as a flash memory card or an external 
hard drive. Alternatively, the another computer readable 
medium may be permanently or removably associated with 
another electronic device, such as a computing device or 
digital camera. The operation 838 saves the photograph in a 
second digital file having a second and Smaller file size than 
the first file size in response to at least one of a temporal 
parameter, an absence of a predetermined amount of avail 
able storage space, a user established parameter, and/or a 
parameter established by a storage management algorithm. 
For example, a temporal parameter may include an elapsed 
time since the photograph was taken, or last viewed. An 
absence of a predetermined amount of available storage 
space may include less than a percentage of the computer 
readable medium being available for a storage of new data; 
e.g., less than 10% of a flash memory card being available. 
Alternatively, the absence of a predetermined amount of 
available storage space may include less than a preselected 
storage capacity being available, such as 500 KB, or 1 MB. 
A storage management algorithm may include an algorithm 
that characterizes factors that limit the amount of photo 
graphs, and alternatively other files, that may be saved on the 
computer readable medium, and manages the size of at least 
one of the digital files. The operation 839 saves the photo 
graph in a second digital file having a second and Smaller file 
size than the first file size if a condition responsive to an 
examination of at least one other captured image saved in the 
computer readable medium is met. 
0.124 FIG. 14 illustrates another alternative embodiment 
of the exemplary operational flow 800 of FIG. 11. The 
exemplary operational flow may include at least one addi 
tional operation, such as another reduction operation 850. If 
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another condition is met, the another reduction operation 
saves the photograph in a third digital file at a third and 
smaller file size than the second file size and removes the 
second file having a second file size from the computer 
readable medium. 

0125 FIG. 15 illustrates an exemplary operational flow 
900. After a start operation, the exemplary operational flow 
moves to a first storage operation 910. The first storage 
operation saves a first image at a first resolution of the first 
image in a user-accessible data structure. A second storage 
operation 920 saves a second image at a first resolution of 
the second image in the user-accessible data structure. If a 
condition is met, a degradation operation 930 saves in the 
user-accessible data structure the first image at a second 
resolution of the first image that is a lesser resolution than 
the first resolution of the first image, and removes from the 
user-accessible data structure the first image saved at the first 
resolution of the first image. In an embodiment, the degra 
dation operation 930 may be performed before or after the 
second storage operation. The operational flow then moves 
to an end operation. 

0126 FIG. 16 illustrates another embodiment of the 
exemplary operational flow 900 of FIG. 15. The exemplary 
operational flow may include at least one additional opera 
tion. An additional operation may include a third storage 
operation 940. The third storage operation 940 includes 
saving in the user-accessible data structure a third image at 
a first resolution of the third image. If a second condition is 
met, the third storage operation also includes saving in the 
user-accessible data structure a third resolution of the first 
image that is lesser resolution than the second resolution of 
the first image, and removing from the user-accessible data 
structure the first image saved at the second resolution of the 
first image. 

0127 FIG. 17 illustrates a further embodiment of the 
exemplary operational flow 900 of FIG. 15. The exemplary 
operational flow may include at least one another additional 
operation. Another additional operation may include another 
third storage operation 962. If a second condition is met, the 
another third storage operation includes saving in the user 
accessible data structure a third resolution of the first image 
that is lesser resolution than the second resolution of the first 
image, and removing from the user-accessible data structure 
the first image saved at the second resolution of the first 
image. The operation 962 may include at least one additional 
operation, such as the operation 964. If a third condition is 
met, the operation 964 saves in the user-accessible data 
structure the second image at a second resolution of the 
second image that is a lesser resolution than first resolution 
of the second image, and removes from the user-accessible 
data-structure the second image saved at the first resolution 
of the second image. 

0128 FIG. 18 illustrates a further embodiment of the 
exemplary operational flow 900 of FIG. 15. The exemplary 
operational flow may include at least one further additional 
operation. A further additional operation may include an 
operation 966. If a second condition is met, the operation 
966 saves in the user-accessible data structure the first image 
at a third resolution of the first image that is a lesser 
resolution than the second resolution of the first image, and 
removes from the user-accessible data structure the first 
image saved at the second resolution of the first image. Also 
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if the second condition is met, the operation 966 saves in the 
user-accessible data structure the second image at a second 
resolution of the second image that is a lesser resolution than 
first resolution of the second image, and removing from the 
user-accessible data structure the second image saved at the 
first resolution of the second image. 

0129 FIG. 19 illustrates another embodiment of the 
exemplary operational flow 900 of FIG. 15. The exemplary 
operational flow may include at least one further additional 
operation. A further additional operation may include an 
operation 968, which comprises an operation 986A and an 
operation 968B. At the operation 968A, the saving in a 
user-accessible data structure a first image at a first resolu 
tion of the first image includes saving in a user-accessible 
data structure a first image of a real-world Scene at a first 
resolution of the first image. At the operation 968B, saving 
in the user-accessible data structure a second image at a first 
resolution of the second image includes saving in the 
user-accessible data structure a second image of a real-world 
scene at a first resolution of the second image. 

0130 FIGS. 20A-D illustrates an embodiment 870 of the 
exemplary operational flow 800 of FIG. 16. The embodi 
ment 870 of the exemplary operational flow 800 is described 
using the exemplary system 300 and digital camera 310 of 
FIG.3 as an example. In operation of an embodiment of the 
digital camera 310, a user may compose a first picture/image 
by orientating the lens 360 toward a subject in a first scene. 
The user may communicate their preferences about the first 
composed picture to the digital camera using elements of the 
user interface 370. Upon shutter activation, an imaging chip 
of the image acquisition module 320 generates electrical 
signals corresponding to the first picture/image in a raw 
format. A processing unit 350 and/or an image management 
module 330 of the digital camera decodes and/or processes 
the first image in the raw format into a format, such as a 
JPEG format, a GIF format, a TIFF format, or a PDF format. 
The decoding and/or processing typically involves the sys 
tem memory 355 of FIG. 3. The image management module 
330 then saves the first image 972 in a post-decoded/ 
processed format, such as the JPEG format, at a first 
resolution of the first image in a user-accessible data struc 
ture, illustrated as the user-accessible data structure 340 of 
FIG. 3. FIG. 20A illustrates the first image in the post 
decoded/processed format saved in a file at a first resolution 
of the first image in the user-accessible data structure 980, 
such as the JPEG format. In an alternative embodiment, the 
first image may be saved in a raw format in the user 
accessible data structure. 

0131 For a second image, the user may compose a 
second picture/image by orientating the lens 360 toward a 
Subject in a second scene as above. The image management 
module 330 saves the second image 974 at a first resolution 
of the second image in the computer readable medium 980. 
FIG. 20A illustrates the second image in a post-decoded/ 
processed format in a saved file at a first resolution of the 
second image in the user-accessible data structure. Such as a 
JPEG format. 

0132 FIG. 20B further illustrates an embodiment that 
may be implemented at any time. Such as before the second 
image is saved at a first resolution of the second image or 
thereafter. If a first condition is met, the first image 972 is 
saved in the user-accessible data structure 980 at a second 
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resolution of the first image that is a lesser resolution than 
the first resolution of the first image. Also if the first 
condition is met, the first image saved at the first resolution 
of the first image is removed from the user-accessible data 
structure. The first condition may include any condition 
described in this document. An exemplary first condition 
may include an absence of a predetermined amount of 
available storage space in the user-accessible data structure. 
0133) For a third image, the user may compose a third 
picture/image by orientating the lens 360 toward a subject in 
a third scene as above. The image management module 330 
saves the third image 976 at a first resolution of the third 
image in the computer readable medium 980. FIG. 20O 
illustrates the third image in a post-decoded/processed for 
mat in a saved file at a first resolution of the third image in 
the user-accessible data structure, such as a JPEG format. 

0134 FIG. 20D illustrates an embodiment that may be 
implemented at any time, such as before the third image 976 
is saved at a first resolution of the third image or thereafter. 
If a second condition is met, the first image 972 is saved in 
the user-accessible data structure 980 at a third resolution of 
the first image that is a lesser resolution than the second 
resolution of the first image. Also if the first condition is met, 
the first image saved at the second resolution of the first 
image is removed from the user-accessible data structure. 
The second condition may include any condition described 
in this document. 

0135 FIG. 20D also illustrates another embodiment that 
may be implemented at any time, such as before the third 
image 976 is saved at a first resolution of the third image or 
thereafter. If a third condition is met, the second image 974 
is saved in the user-accessible data structure 980 at a second 
resolution of the second image that is a lesser resolution than 
the first resolution of the second image. Also if the second 
condition is met, the second image saved at the second 
resolution of the second image is removed from the user 
accessible data structure. The second condition may include 
any condition described in this document. 
0136. In an embodiment, the first image 972, the second 
image 974, and/or the third image 976 may be saved in a 
digital photo album of images and/or a collection of digital 
images 985 in the user-accessible data structure. In another 
embodiment, the first image 972, the second image 974. 
and/or the third image 976 may be received from a source 
that may or may not have captured the images. These 
received images may be saved and managed as described in 
conjunction with FIGS. 16-19. 
0137 FIG. 21 illustrates an exemplary device 1000 in 
which embodiments may be implemented. The exemplary 
device includes means 1005 for saving a captured image at 
resolution in a computer readable medium and in a user 
accessible form. The exemplary device 1010 also includes 
means 1010 for decreasing the resolution of the saved 
captured image in the computer readable medium if a 
condition is met. 

0138 FIG. 22 illustrates another exemplary device 1030 
in which embodiments may be implemented. The exemplary 
device includes means 1035 for saving a photograph in a 
computer readable medium, the photograph being saved in 
a first digital file having a first file size and availability to a 
human user. The exemplary device also includes means 
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1040 for saving the photograph in a second digital file 
having a second and smaller file size than the first file size 
and removing the first digital file having a first file size from 
the computer readable medium, if a condition is met. 
0139 FIG. 23 illustrates a further exemplary device 1060 
in which embodiments may be implemented. The exemplary 
device includes means 1065 for saving a first image at a first 
resolution in a user-accessible data structure. The exemplary 
device also includes means 1070 for saving a second image 
at a first resolution of the second image in the user-acces 
sible data structure. The exemplary device further includes 
means 1080 for saving in the user-accessible data structure 
the first image at a second resolution of the first image that 
is a lesser resolution than the first resolution of the first 
image and removing from the user-accessible data structure 
the first image saved at the first resolution of the first image 
if a first condition is met. 

0140 FIG. 24 illustrates an exemplary operational flow 
1100 in which embodiments may be implemented. After a 
start operation, the exemplary operational flow moves to a 
hold operation 1110. The hold operation saves a digital 
image in a form in a user-accessible storage medium. A 
change operation 1120 alters the form of the saved digital 
image if a condition is met. The operational flow then 
proceeds to an end operation. 
0.141 FIG. 25 illustrates an alternative embodiment of 
the exemplary operational flow 1100 of FIG. 24. The change 
operation 1120 may include at least one additional opera 
tion. The at least one additional operation may include an 
operation 1122, an operation 1124, an operation 1126, and/or 
an operation 1128. If a condition is met, the operation 1122 
compresses the saved digital image. If a condition is met, the 
operation 1124 reduces a resolution of the saved digital 
image. If a condition is met, the operation 1126 reduces a 
resolution of the saved digital image Sufficiently to meet a 
selected objective. For example, the selected objective may 
include a preselected objective or a substantially contempo 
raneously selected objective. By way of another example, a 
selected objective may include constructing a panorama that 
includes the digital image, creating a high dynamic range 
composite that includes the digital image, and/or a selected 
depth of field. If a condition is met, the operation 1128 
aggregates the saved digital image with another digital 
image. 

0.142 FIG. 26 illustrates another alternative embodiment 
of the exemplary operational flow 1100 of FIG. 24. The 
change operation 1120 may include at least one additional 
operation. The at least one additional operation may include 
an operation 1132, an operation 1134, an operation 1136, 
and/or an operation 1138. If a condition is met, the operation 
1132 archives the saved digital image to another user 
accessible storage medium. If a condition is met, the opera 
tion 1134 deletes the saved digital image. If a condition is 
met, the operation 1136 crops the saved digital image. If a 
condition is met, the operation 1138 transfers the saved 
digital image to another user-accessible storage medium. 

0143 FIG. 27 illustrates a further alternative embodiment 
of the exemplary operational flow 1100 of FIG. 24. The 
change operation 1120 may include at least one additional 
operation. The at least one additional operation may include 
an operation 1142, an operation 1144, an operation 1146. 
and/or an operation 1148. If a condition is met, the operation 












































