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" 2 Claims.

This invention relates fo itprovements in
stocking protector, and more particularly a cush-
fon pad for securement directly to the back of a
shoe.

Objects

Among the principal objects which the present
invention has in view are: to provide an article in
the form of an improved stocking protector to be
applied to the inside back of a shoe and to be rig-
idly adhered thereto; to reduce to 4 minimum the
possibility of causing runs in stockings of the
wearer usually caused by frictional engagement
of the foot at the back of a shoe; to reduce
to a minimum the possibility of causing blis-
ters and sores at the back of the foot of g
wearer of new shoes usually caused by frictional
engagement of the foot rubbing against the back
of the shoe; to provide an article having an ad-
herent thereon and not requiring dampening or
moistening befere applying it to the back of a
shoe; to provide means on the article to be juxta-
posed to the back of a shoe arid not be adhered
to the shoe; to provide a cushion on one side of
the article which will ‘provide comfort under
slight pressure of a foot thereagainst: to provide
means on the article which will prevent crinkling
or distortion of the article material usually
caused by frictional engagement of g foot; to
manufacture the improved protector in a finished
condition ready for application to the back of a
shoe so as to be substantially the shape of the
heel portion at the back of a foot; to provide
meals in the protector whereby perspiration
from a foct will not be absorbed by the adherent
surface of the protector; to enable the article to
be manufactured at a minimur cost; to provide
a base material on which the protector may be
adhered and removed when desired without log-
ing its effectiveness upon removal therefrom; and
to obtain other advantages and results as may be
brought cut in the following description.

Drawing

Figure 1 is a longitudinal sectional view of a
shoe, and is illustrative of our improved stocking
protector attached to the inside back of a shoe:

Figure 2 is an elevation .of the improved pro-
tector showing one side thereof temporarily at-
tached to a base material before being applied to
a shoe and convenient to shipping;

Figure 3 is a similar view showing the protec-~
tor removed from the base material and of the
opposite side which holds the said protector se-
curely to the inside of the back of & shoe;
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Figure 4 is a vertical sectional view taken on
line 44 of Figure 3;

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 4 and isan
enlarged fragmentary portion of the upper part
of the protector; and

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 4 and
showing a slightly modified constriction.

! Descrintion

As seen in the drawing, it is the purpose of the
Dresent invention to manufactuie ouf improved
stocking protector so that it may bé easily ap-
plied, and to manufacture the sdme so that it
may be readily applicable in its manufactured
snape to immediately fit the inside back 10 of &
shoe 1 and without requiring re-shaping of the
protector. . The miaterial employed in constrict-
inig the improved protector 12 may be of any suit-
able character, and as in the preferred showing

get forth in Figures 1 to 5 inclusive, preferably

comprises two ply material with the side against
which the stocking on g foot contsects not having
any adhesive, -and may, for instance, be soft
leather, rubber compésition, cloth, felt, velvet or
the like,

As seen in Figure 1 of the drawing, we have
showii the shoe. [l such as favored by women for
eveiling wear, though it may be said at this time
that the invention is applicable to all types of
shoes. It Is to be noted that the back portion 16
of the shoe is of substantially the same shape as
the heel of the foot 50 as to give a better fit and
more cothfortable feeling to the foot when it is
entirely in the shoe. To those well versed in the
art, it will be tihderstood that much discomfort
to the wearer of new shoes or tightly fitted shoes
and shoes of the type illustrated is experienced
by rubbing of the back of the foot against the
inside back of the shoe. Thig rubbing not only
causes discomfort, but is deleterious to the stock-
ings, causing holes and runs therein, also blisters
and sores on the foot resulting from constant
frictional rubbing against the leather or lining
material of the shoe. To overcome these and
other difficulties and disadvantages of the shoe
construction and use, we have provided a stock-
ing protector 12 to be applied to the inside mate-
rial at the back {8 of the shoe i1 and which will
réadily adhere thereto without first requiring
dampening or applying moisture thereto.

In carrying out the invention, the protector 12
is preferably constructed of two pieces of mate-
rial joined together by suitable means, such as
by a waterproof adhesive. The one said material
will be référred to as the outside facing material
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13 or that material which will contact the foot,
and the other material will be referred to as the
backing material {4 or that material which is
made fast with respect to the shoe. The facing
material §3 preferably may be of cloth, soft
leather, rubber composition, felt, velvet or the
like, with the surface thercof of a soft and
smooth finish so as not to rub against the stock-
ing, but to present a cushioning and soft effect to
the foot when in the shoe. The back material 14
on the reverse side may be of linen, coarse cloth
or of pliable substance to which conveniently
may be applied a normally tacky adhesive 18§,
such as of zinc oxide and which requires no mois-
tening when desiring to apply it to any article.
With the soft smooth outer material {3 and
the base material {4 with its adherent {5 there-
on manufactured in long strips, shaping and

cutting the same into desired sizes for use in

shoes in the form of our stocking protectors
is now in order. The shape of the protector
when cut from the strip preferably is in the
form of a pair of wings {6 well rounded at their
outer ends. The protector may be at the fop
thereof arcuate in shape so as to follow sub-
stantially the contour of the back of the shoe,
while the lower side of the protector from the
outer end portions of the wings curve slightly
upward and then downwardly towards the cen-

ter thereof to provide an extension (7 having »

an inverted V-shaped notch {8 in the middle
of said extension.

In order that the protector present a cushion-
ing effect to the foot of a wearer, it is desirakle

that means be provided on the base material s

14 having the adhesive {5, In this connection
said means preferably may be a narrow strip
of sponge rubber (8 of a length less than the
widest portion of the protector from wing to
wing. Said strip of rubber 8 is made fast to
the adhesive coating of the base material and
attached thereto adjacent the top curvilinear
line and preferably is curved similarly the same
as the aforesaid top of the protector. Also, it
may be said at this time that the strip of rubber
at its exposed side is not coated with any ad-
herent and is free to spread at all times when
in use in & shoe. While we prefer using a strip
of sponge rubber, we do not wish to ¢confine our-
selves to such material, as any other suitable
material such as felt, cotton, leather or the like
may conveniently be used if so desired. :

When stamping the protectors from the long
strips of assembled face material and base mate-
rial, it is desired that the cutter die (not shown)
cut the desired shapes of the protectors along
all edges thereof with the exception of the bat-
tom edge of the extension 7 to provide said
edges with small V-notches or serrations 28.
We have found the use of these serrated edges
to be very advantageous, especially when the
protector is in use in the shoe. Such advan-
tages preferably may be that the protector will
more readily adhere by virtue of the serrated
edge 28 to any irregularities appearing in the
surface at the heel portions of shoes, and will
prevent bulging and overlapping of the material
comprising the protector when in the shoes.
Since the shape of all heels is not identical, the
serrated edge enables close contact to be had
along the edge of the protector with the heel,
under varying conditions of required length for
the edge. Thus, by use of the serrated edge the
protector will have more universal application
to heels of different shapes with the assurance
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in each case of the edges of the protector mak-
ing contact with the adjacent surface of the heel.

As it is desirable to furnish two protectors for
use in a pair of shoes, and due to the coated sur-
face 15 of the base material 14 being exposed,
protective means for shipping and handling is
required. Such means is shown in Figure 2 in
the form of a backing or protective member
21, preferably of crinoline, buckram or the like.
This protective member preferably is of a double
oval shape but larger than the protector 12, so
as to be enabled to temporarily retain two pro-
tectors thereto. After the pair of protectors have
been secured in place with the adhesive coated
side against the surface of the protective member
214, said member may then be folded along crease
line .22 with the facing material 13 of the pro-
tectors in juxtaposition to-each other. With the
protectors enclosed within the folded protective
member, the packaged protectors may then be
enclosed in a Cellophane or similar envelope and
in readiness for shipping and sale.

As shown in Figure 6, the construction of the
stocking protector may be of a slightly different
construction than that shown and described in
Pigures 1 to 5 inclusive. To this end the body
portion may be of one-piece material, such as
moleskin or other similar material {3’. As here-
tofore, a normally tacky adhesive such as zinc
oxide 15 may be applied as a coating and cover-
ing the entire surface on one side thereof. The
side opposite the coated side preferably as in the
preferred showing is of a soft velveting finish in
order that no irritating effect be given to the
foot rubbing thereagainst. Also, as in the pre-
ferred showing a strip of sponge rubber or similar
material 19 is held fast to the adhesive coated
side i8. Packaging of a pair of these protectors
may be the same as heretofore mentioned, as
the shape and construction are similar in every
respect. )

In operation and use of our improved stocking
protectors 12, they first are removed from their
protective backing 2f. When thus removed, the
person takes one in hand and bends it with the
facing material 13 of the wings 1§ not quite
touching and using the large V-shaped notch 18
as a guide, and in this condition it is inserted
at the back of the shoe 1{ with the bottom edge
of the extension 17 resting on the heel portion
of the shoe. 'The wings {6 then are spread apart
with each wing being made to adhere to the
sides of the back portion of the shoe as shown in
Figure 1. Slight pressure need only be applied
by merely running the finger tips over the en-
tire outer facing material {3, and due to the zinc
oxide adhesive coating the protector will read-
ily adhere to the shee material. When such pro-
tector is used by an individual the first time it
is preferable that a shoe horn or other similar
device be used to assist in placing the foot into
the shoe.

In use the protector will not wrinkle or pull
together from the frictional rubbing of a foot
thereagainst. This is prevented by virtue of the
presence of the cushioning member 18 against
which indirect frictional engagement is made by
the back of the foot on ifs. covered side and as
2 result thereof will cause the said cushioning
member to spread upwardly, sideways or down-
wardly since its shoe-contacting surface is not
made to adhere to the shoe. Another feature of
said cushioning member is that a slight ridge 23
is formed the entire longitudinal length thereof.
This said ridge provides a cushioning effect to
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the back of the foot and minimizes the foot from
slipping out of the shoe. 'Also, since the facing
is of soft pliable material rubbing of the foot
thereagainst will greatly minimize runs and holes
in stockings, and any perspiration from the foot
will be absorbed by the said material without
the material losing its effectiveness, or causing

3

. member free of adhesive and of a length sub-

damage to the adhesive coating on the base ma-

terial. When desiring  to remove the protector
from a shoe, it may: easily be accomplished by
gripping any part of the serrated edges and then
pulling in either direction until entirely removed.

Obviously -‘detail changes and modifications
may be made in the construction and use of our
improved stocking protector without departing
from the spirit or scope of the invention, and
we do not wish to be understood as limiting our-
selves to the exact construction or operation
shown or described except as set forth in the
following claims when construed in the light of
the prior art.

We claim:

1. A stocking protector of the character de-
scribed comprising base and front portions with
the ‘base portion having a coating of adhesive
adapted to be attached to the inside heel por-
tion at the back of a shoe, said front portion
being of soft pliable material against which a
foot is adapted to frictionally engage and pro-
tect a stocking on the foot of a user at the place
of contact with the protector, a flexible tubular
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stantially the longitudinal length of the pro-
tector and arranged to lie below and parallel to
the upper edge of the shoe at the back thereof
and being secured adjacent the top of said pro-
tector to the adhesive surface on the base portion
with the non-adhered portion of the  tubular
member arranged for engaging the inside of the
shoe and adapted to flex in any direction under
pressure of the foot.

2. A stocking protector of the character de-
scribed comprising base and front portions with
the base portion having a coating of adhesive
adapted to be attached to the inside heel portion
at the back of a shoe, said front portion being
of soft pliable material against which a foot is
adapted to frictionally engage and protect a -
stocking on the foot of a user at the place of
contact with the protector, a substantially nar-
row strip of sponge rubber free of adhesive and
of a length substantially the longitudinal length
of the protector and arranged to lie below and
parallel to the upper edge of the shoe at the back
thereof and being secured adjacent the top of
said protector to the adhesive surface on the
base portion with the non-adhered portion of the
tubular member arranged for engaging the inside
of the shoe and adapted to flex in any direction
under pressure of the foot. -
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