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PATENT OFFICE. 
FRANK J. NEWSBAUM, CF DETROIT, MICHIGAN, AND JTTLIUS II. LoNN, OF LA FoRTE, 

INDIANA, ASSIGNORS TO INTERNATIONAL AMUSEMENT CORPORATION, OF DE 
TROIT, MICHIGAN, A. CORPORATION OF IIIC-IGAN. . . . . : - 

RACING AMUSEMENT OEWICE. 

Application filed May 11, 1926. Serial No. 108.293. 
The present invention is an amusement 

device suitable for use in public parks. 
auditoriums, and the like, having vehicles or 
objects to be ridden by persons which are 
caused to travel by a power means in such a 
manner as to stimulate racing contest be 
tween various of groups of riders; and, in 
carrying the invention a step further, it is 
contemplated to provide for competitive rac 
ing between groups of riders by the inde 
pendent propulsion of each group of vehicles 
in addition to the power means. 
One of the objects of the present invention 

is the provision of an amusement device, of 
the above stated character having a simple. 
and economical construction rendering it 
practical and efficient in operation and de 
void of objective slots, openings, obstric 
tions and the like, in which the foot, leg, or 
other portions of the body may be caught. 
Another object of this invention is the pro 

vision of a device of the above stated charac 
ter, which in one of its forms has the car 
riage, vehicle or other object to he ridden 
moved in its course by a moving platform 
upon which the persons may stand, while the 
platform is moving. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention further resides in Sundry details of 
construction, combination and arrangement 
of parts, hereinafter more fully described 
and pointed out in the appended claims. 

In the specification and the annexed draw 
ings, the invention is disclosed in the form 
in which it is considered to be the best, but 
the invention is not limited to such form, 
because it is capable of being embodied in 
other forms; and it is to be understood that 

0 
in and by the claims following the descrip 
tion herein, it is intended to cover the in 
vention in whatever form it may embody 
within the scope thereof. 

45 

In the drawings, which show the embodi 
ment of the invention as at present de 
vised:- 

Figure is a plan view of the amusement 
device of the invention: . 

Figure 2 is a plan view of one section or 
unit of the course shown in Figure 1: . 

50 Figure 3 is a transverse sectional view 
taken substantially on line 3-3 of Figure. 
2 and looking in the direction of the arrows; 

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken sub 

stantially on line 4-4 of Figure 2 and look 
ing in the direction of the arrows; 

Figure 5 is an enlarged plan view of one 
of the driving units for the movable plat 
form sections: - 

Figure 6 is a transverse sectional view of 
the driving unit taken substantially on line 
6-6 of Figure 5 and positioned with relation 
to the platform structure; and 

Figure 7 is a longitudinal sectional view 
of the driving unit taken substantially on 
line - of Figure 5 and showing the same 
positioned with relation to the platform 
Structure. 
Throughout the specification and drawings 

like characters denote like and similar parts 
of the invention, wherever referred to. 
The amusement according to the present 

invention broadly contemplates the pro 
vision of a platform having vehicles or ob 
jects to be ridden mounted and resting there 
On and connected with moving elements in 
such a lilanner that the vehicles or objects 
to be ridden are moved over the platform in 
defined courses and, further, preferably, in 
a manner to stimulate racing excitement 
between the riders, there being no slots, 
spaces, or obstruction by which persons 
Walking over the platform may become in 
it red. 
One form of the device of this invention 

has a platform having sections movable in 
the plane of the platform in rectilineal, el 
litical or circular course with no spaces, 
slots or obstructions between the movable sec 
tions and the stationary sections in which 
the foot, leg, or other portion of the body 
may he caught, the movable platforms being 
of stich widths as would conveniently permit 
one or more persons to stand thereupon as 
the section is being moved; and, further, has 

plurality of vehicles mounted on the ird 
jacent or contiguous stationary platform 
sections to be moved by the movement of 
the movable sections, there being suitable 
connection for this purpose between the ve 
hicle and the moving sections, which main 
tains the vehicles in position on its course 
and firmly supports it in position against 
side-wise movement. The vehicles are, pref 
erably, but not necessarily, adapted to be ad 
ditionally propelled in order that their 
speed may be increased in addition to the 
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0. 

speed normally imparted by the moving 
platform sections. 

It is, of course, to be understood that the 
platform need not be arranged in one plane 
and that the different moving sections may 
be arranged in different planes, as, for in 
stance, for one example, where the platform 
is dished or bowl-shaped, and, as, for in 
stance for another example, where the plat. 
form may be wave-like. It is also to be un 
derstood that the moving platform sections 
are not limited to concentric Sections, as 
shown in the drawings, because it is contem 
plated to arrange these sections eccentrically 
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coinection and for the purpose of the pres 

or elliptically and to effect other arrange 
inents where the sections will move relative 
to each other. 

Jin carrying this invention into practice, 
in its present form, the platforin) coil prises 
a plurality of sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
and 9 arranged side by side and (for the 
pirpose of this illustration) are shown as 
providing a continuous unbroken platform 
over which persons may freely walk. The 
section 9 may be in the form of an aniulus 
or may be one circular section, as desired. 
ille sections are const}"ucted to be alterna 
tively stationaiy and movable, the outer Sec 
tion being preferably stationary and each 
alternate section, namely, 2, 4, 6, and 8, being 
isovable. In the present showing for low 
able sections are illustrated. However, any 
nutiabci of sections may be eployed. 

Molinted on the stationary sections 1, 3, 5, 
5 and 7, respectively, are vehicles 10 of any 

desired type or design to move over and to 
traverse the course defined by said station 
ly sections. But, it is preferable to ea ploy thit type of vehicle capable of being pro 
eiled by the occupant or rider, and in this 

eit illustration, it is preferred to use bicycles 
() of the Ordinary type and construction, be 
cause it is calculated that the bicycle will 
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lend itself more readily to the particular 
type of invention, to the excitement of the 
contest and will supply the nea is for the 

sical exercise aimed at. Although ocell 
ropelled vehicles are preferred, it is to 

iderstood that the invention is not 
the lise of such as power driven 

vehicles may be also used or substituted for 
o?ci: pint propelled vehicles. .. 
?h he platform construction tP, as above 

ed. atly be of any suitable material: 
evei', it is found, at the present time, 
sheet lietal is most desirable for this 

purpose. The stationary sections 1, 3, 5, 7 

O 

of the jinovable platform sections 2, 4, 6 

and 9, of the platform P. are shown, partic 
60 ularly in Figure 3. 

able f 
as supported by a suit 

alle work F. resting upon abutments 
piers B suitably arranged on the ground 
floor to elevate the framework F. Each 

and 
8 have secured to their (indersides, two track 

it in 15. The pressure of each spring 19 may 
be regulated by the bolt 21 thrended 

drive wheels 
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rails, of sitable construction, coextensive 
With the track and each arranged adjacent 
opposite side edge thereof, respectively, as 
clearly shown in Figures 3 and 6. These 
rails 11 rest upon and are adapted to move in 
Over idle-roller's 12, preferably, in the form 
of flanged wheels, arranged at spaced inter 
vals along the course defined by the novable 
track sections. These roller's may be jour 
nailed on roller-bearings suitably supported 75 
in position under the track in any desired. 
Inanner, which will sustain the movable plat 
for in sections in their position. 
The design of the invention, as shown in 

Figure , being circular, is composed of 1680 
sections or units, illustrated in Figure 2. 
Since it is the purpose to drive the movable 
platform sections by motive power, in this 
for in of the invention, it is found desirable 
to mount drive shafts radially under the 85 
platform at equal distances apart, there he 
ing three of said drive shafts illustrated in 
the present showing. The pover is trans 
initted from any suitable source, silich as from 
the motors to the drive shafts 13 through 90 
suitable drive connections, such as by a belt 
CT sprocket chain 14, . . . 

Loosely journalled on each of the drive 
shafts are a plurality of driving a his 1.5 
adapted to nove independently of the sha. 
there being one arm dislosed under each of 
the movable platform sections P. One end 
of each of the driving arms 15 is bifurcate, ; 
as illustrated in Figure 5. and has journalled 
in said bifurcation, a driving wheel 16, also (1) 
in the form of the flanged wheel, which are 
each, respectively, driven by a sprocket chain 
is fi’on a sprocket 17 fast on the shaft 13. 
The wheel 16 on each drive arm is positioned 
to engage one of the tracks 11 of its respec- 0 
tive movable platform section, as clearly i 
dicated in Figtres3 and 6, and is held infri 
tional engagement there with by a yielding 
pressure, as for example by the spring 19 
carried in the frame stirrup 20 and having 10 
One end bearing against the inder side of the 

5 

hrough 
ions by the stirrup and held in adjusted pos 

the lock-nut 22. . . . . . . . . . . ll:5. 
In order to give additional support to the 

inoving platform sections adjacent the point 
of drive, each shaft 13 has loosely mounted 
thereon Sipporting wheels 12, one arranged 
incle' each innovable platform section to en- 120 
gage with the tracks 11 thereof opposite that 
engaged by the driving wheel 16. Of course, 
it is to be inderstood that it is within the 
purview of this invention to provide two 

6 to engage the opposite tracks 125 
11 of each novable platform section. 

Froin the above construction it is obvious it. . 
that the movable platform sections 2, 4, 6, 
and 8 freely rest upon the supporting rollers 
12 and has a frictional contact with the drive 130 
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means 16, thus enabling the said sections to 
be movable independentiy of the drive means 
ol' in conjunction with and in addition to the 
drive means. However, in some forms of 
the invention we di) not wish to be inited to 
this fictional drive. Also, it is to be undel'- 
stood that the ratio of drive between the 
various platform sections 2, 4, 6, and S Junay 
he varied as desired. When the shafts 7 are 
driven, it will thus he seen that these nov 
able platform sections are driven in a uni 
form direction by the drive wheels 16. 
The vehicles 10 are positioned on the sta 

tionary platform sections 1, 3, 5, 7, and 9 to 
move on the same and over the course de 
fined thereby, which course is coextensive 
and in parallelism with the course defined 
by the movable sections 2, 4, 6, and 8. The 
vehicles on the stationary platform sections 
are positively connected with alternate and 
adjacent movable sections. Thus, the vehi 
cles on the stationary section 1 are con 
nected with the movable section 2, those on 
the stationary section 3 are connected with 
the alternate and its adjacent movable Sec 
tion 4, those on the section 5 are connected 
with the section 6, and those on the sta 
tionary section 7 are connected with the mov 
able section S. The vehicles, however, are 
preferably connected with their respective 
movable platforms at equally Spaced dis 
tances apart, as shown in the drawings. 
The bicycles, which are shown herein as 

the vehicles above referred to, are attached 
to the movable platform sections by three 
supporting braces 23, 24, and 25, each having 
one end portion secured to the top surface 
of the movable platform section and their 
other ends connected, respectively, to the 
“front axle of the wheel, one at the “fork 
crown’ and the other at the “frame-cluster' . - 

Connecting means secured to the said mov at the rear of the wheel, as illustrated in 
Figure 4. These rods hold the bicycles in 
a fixed position, whether there is a rider or 
not, and make the bicycles “track’ and op 
erate on their respective fixed stationary 
platforms. By reason of the brace rods 23 
the front wheel is held against steering and 
maintained to its course. 

In the operation of the amusement of this 
invention, it is optional with the rider to 
coast or ride with the bicycle (or other de 
vice) or to pedal the same in addition to 
its normal movement and thereby accelerate 
the speed of the moving platform section to 
which it is connected, which is occasioned by 
virtue of the fact that the movable sections 
are mounted to move independently of the 
drive means at all times, one form of con 
struction for accomplishing this operation 
being herein shown. Obviously, personal 
exertion on the part of the riders will in 
crease the speed of their respective movable 
section, and it is in this that the contest and 
amusement element of this invention resides 

may be injured. 

B 

furnishing abundant excitement, fun and ex 
ercise to the participants. Also, by having 
a plurality of movable platform sections of 
different diameters and operated at differ 
ent 'evolutions per minute, the rider on dif 
ferent courses constantly pass each other. 
This added feature of personal exertion to 
increase the speeds of the rider is calculated 
to add to the attractiveness of the contest. 
The construction of the device of this in 

vention is such that parents or attendants 
hay accompany small children during the 
ride, or contest and may stand upon the 
Inovable Sections at or near the vehicles or 
bicycles ridden by the child. Also, if for 
any 'eason, persons are not able to ride the 
vehicle but desire to stand on the platform 
the present construction has anticipated this 
want. It is also to be borne in mind that 
there are no slots, cracks, or openings by 
which the foot or other portions of the body 
The construction of the present device also 

admits quick assembly, detachment and ac 
cess to any of its parts notable among which 
is that the movable platform sections may 
be readily removed or lifted from their po 
sition and the bicycle may be quickly de tached. However, when in operative posi 
tion are held in fixed position, free from 
Wabbling or other movements which are 
found objectionable and hazardous to the 
persons and an impediment to a satisfactory 
Operation of the amusement device. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In an amusement device a platform 

comprising a stationary floor section and a 
movable floor section, said sections defining 
parallel courses, drive means for moving 
said movable section, a vehicle mounted on 
the stationary section to move thereover, and 
able section and to said vehicle, so that the 
latter may travel over said stationary sec 
tion and the spaces between the floor sec 
tions reduced to a minimum. 

2. In an amusement device, a platform 
comprising a stationary floor section and a 
movable section arranged to provide a con 
tinuous upper surface, said sections defining 
parallel courses, a propellable vehicle mount 
ed on the stationary section and connected 
with the movable section whereby the ye 
hicle is moved over the course of said sta 
tionary Section, drive means, and connection 
between the movable floor section and said 
drive means permitting acceleration of the 
movement of said movable floor section by 
means of said vehicle. 

3. In an amusement device, a platform 
comprising a stationary floor section and a 
movable floor section, said movable section 
defining a course of travel and drive means 
for moving said movable section and a pro 
pellable vehicle mounted on the stationary 
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4. 

section and connected with a movable sec 
tion whereby the vehicle is moved over said 
stationary section, said movable platform 
section being mounted with respect to said 
drive means to be moved independently of 
and in conjunction with said drive means, 
so that the speed of movable floor section 
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vehicle is moved therewith and held in po 

may be accele 'ated by the propulsion of said 
vehicle. 

4. In an amusement device, a platform 
comprising a stationary floor section and a 
contiguous movable floor section, said sec 
tions defining parallel courses, a propellable 
vehicle mounted on the stationary section 
to move thereo ver, and connecting brace 
member's secured to the top surface of said 
innovable section and to said vehicle, whereby 
the latter may be moved over stationary 
section, drive means, and connections be 
tween the movable floor section and the drive 
means permitting acceleration of the move 
ment of said movable floor section by means 
of said vehicles. 

5. In an amusement device, a platform 
comprising a plurality of contiguous floor 
sections, forming a continuous surface, cer 
ain of said sections being stationary an 

others being movable with respect to the sta 
tionary sections and defining a course of 
travel, drive means for actuating said mov 
able sections, and vehicles mounted on said 
stationary sections to move thereover, and a 
connection between each of said vehicles and 
an adjacent movable floor section, whereby 

: the vehicle is moved therewith and held in 
position to travel over its stationary floor. 
section in a course defined by the movable 
floor section. 

6. In an amusement device, a platform 
comprising a plurality of contiguous floor 
sections forming a continuous surface, cer tain of said sections being stationary and 
others being movable with respect to the sta 
tionary section and defining a course of 
travel, drive means for actuating said mov 
able sections, and propellable vehicles mount 
ed on said stationary sections to move there 
over, and a connection between each of said 
propellable vehicles and an adjacent mov 
able floor section whereby the propellable 

sition to travel over its stationary floor sec 

55 

their 
whereby the speed of each movable section 
and its respective vehicle is increased in 

60 

tion in a course defined by the movable floor 
section, said movable floor sections being 
mounted to be moved independently of and 
in cohjunction with said drive means, when 

respective vehicles are propelled, 

addition to the speed of the drive means. 
7. In an amusement device, a platform 

comprising a plurality of continuous floor 
sections arranged side by side and about a 
common axis, said sections being alternately 
stationary and movable with respect to each 

on the underside of the movable sections, 

'opulsion of said bicycles. 
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other, bicycles mounted on and supported 
by said stationary sections to move there 
ovei, and brace rods connecting each bicycle 
to an adjacent movable floor section, where 
by the bicycles are moved with the move 
linent of said sections and maintained in ver 
tical position to travel in a course defined by 
the Innovable floor sections, drive means for 
said movable floor sections having a free 
frictional contact there with whereby the 
speed of the bicycles connected with each 
movable section may be increased by the 
propulsion of said bicycles. 

8. In an all usement device, a platform 
collaprising a plurality of annular concen 
tric and contiguous sections forming an un 
broken floor surface, alternate sections being 

70 

s 

stationary and movable, annular track rails 
Supporting wheels upon which said rails 
rest, bicycles mounted on said stationary sec 
tions to move thereover, and a connection 
between each of said bicycles and an adja 
cent movable floor section for maintaining 
the bicycles in vertical position and moving 
same with the movement of said movable 
Sections to travel in a course defined by the 
imovable floor sections, a drive wheel for 
each movable section and in frictional en 
gagement with a track thereof, whereby the 
speed of the bicycles connected with each 
movable section may be increased by the 

9. In an amusement device, a movable 
member defining a continuous course of 
travel, a drive means for said movable mem 
ber comprising a drive wheel, a pivoted 
bracket arm arranged under said movable 
member in which said drive wheel is 
mounted to frictionally contact with the 
under surface of said movable section, spring 
means normally urging said bracket arm to 
ward said movable member to move the 
drive wheel in yielding contact with said 
member, a drive shaft, and an operative con 
nection between said drive shaft and said 
drive wheel. . . . 

10. In an amusement device, a plurality 
of continuous moving members defining defi 

115 nite courses of travel and arranged in prox 

95 

100 

105 
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imity of each other, a common drive shaft 
extending under said movable members. 
spring-pressed bracket arms loosely jour 
jacent each movable member, a drive wheel 
mounted in each of said bracket arms and 

nalled on said drive shaft one arranged ad 
20 

normally held in yielding contact with said 
moving members, and an operative drive 
connection between each drive-wheel and 

. . . 125 said shaft. ... . . . . 
11. In an amusement device, a plurality 

of movable floor sections defining courses of 
travel and arranged in proximity of each . 
other, track surfaces on the under side of 
said floor sections, supporting rollers ar 130 
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ranged throughout the lengths of Said 
courses and on which said tracks engage, 
a common drive shaft extending transverse 
ly under said floor section, spring pressed 
bracket arms loosely journalled on Said 
drive shaft and arranged one under each 
floor section; a drive wheel journalled in 
each of said arms and normally held in 
yielding contact with one of said track Sui'- 
faces, and idler supporting roller's jour 
nalled on the shaft to engage the other 
tracks of their adjacent floor sections, and 
an operative drive connection between drive 
wheel and said shaft. 

12. In an amusement device, a plu)":lity 
of movable floor sections defining courses of 
travel and arranged in proximity of each 
other, track Surfaces on the under side of 
said floor sections, supporting rollers ar 
ranged throughout the length of said courses 
and on which said tracks engage, a common 
drive shaft extending transversely under 
said floor sections, bracket arms loosely piv 
oted at oine end portion to said shaft and 
arranged one under each floor Section; drive 
wheels, one journalled in the other end pol 
tion of each arm, sprockets fast with each 
drive wheel; sprockets fast on Said shaft. 
and arranged one adjacent each of said arms, 
Sprocket chains connecting said sprockets on 
the shaft with the drive wheels, and means 
for moving each of said drive wheels in 
yielding frictional contact with one of the 
tracks of their adjacent floor sections. 

13. In an amusement device a platform 
comprising a stationary floor section and a 
movable floor section, said sections defining 
parallel courses, drive means for moving 

said movable section, a vehicle mounted on 
the stationary section to move thereover, and 
connecting means secured to the top surface 
of said movable section and to said vehicle, 
so that the latter may travel over stationary 
section and the spaces between the floor sec 
tion reduced to a minimum. . 

14. In an amusement device, a platform, 
vehicles disposed on the platform and ca 
pable of moving thereover, movable men 
bers arranged to move in definite courses 
and to each of which certain of the vehicles 
are rigidly connected to be guided and sus 
tained on corresponding courses oil the plat 
form, and propelling means for actuating 
said member, the speed of said vehicles be 
ing acceleratable at the will of the occu 
pants independently of Said propelling 
means. " . . . 

15. In an amusement device, a platfoil), 
vehicles, disposed on the platform and ca 
pable of moving thereover, movable men 
bers arranged to move in definite courses and 
to each of which certain of the vehicles are 
rigidly connected to be guided and sustained 
on corresponding courses on the platform. 
and driving means for actuating said inen 
bers, said vehicles being independently pro 
pellable, and the connection between said 
members and actuating means being such as 
to permit acceleration of the driven speed 
of the respective moving membel's, at the 
will of the occupant, when their vehicles 
are so independently propelled. 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto 
s?', our hands. 

FRANK J. NEWSBAUM. 
JULIUS M. LONN. 
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