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2 Claims.

"This invention relates to latches, and particu-
larly to latches designed for use in connection
with swinging closures, such as window screens,
window sashes and doors.

An important object of the invention is to pro-
vide a latch of this character which will not only
securely hold the closures with which it is used,
closed, but will act to draw the closures into their
frames, should the screens or closures to which
the latch is secured, become warped.

Another object of the invention is fo provide
a latch which may be readily and easily mounted
on a swinging screen or swinging closure, elim-
inating the necessity of making alterations in
the closure structure or its frame, to mount the
latch.

With the foregoing and other objects in view,
which will appear as the description proceeds,
the invention resides in the combination and
arrangement of parts and in the deteails of con-
struction hereinafter described and claimed, it
being understood that changes in the precise em-
bodiment of the invention herein described, may
be made within the scope of what is claimed,
without departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion.

Referring to the drawing:

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a latch
constructed in accordance with the invention and

illustrating the latch as secured to a screen. 3

PFigure 2 is a side elevational view thereof, a
portion of the latch bracket being broken way to
illustrate the latch as mounted therein.

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken on line 3—3
of Fig. 1.

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken on line 4—4
of Fig. 1.

Tigure b is a perspective view of the sliding
latch member.

Figure 6 is a view of the blank from which the
1atch bracket is formed.

Referring to the drawing in detail the latch
bracket, which is indicated generally by the ref-
erence character 5 is constructed of a length of
sheet metal material, cut to provide extensions 6
at its ends, and adjacent to one edge thereof.

The main portions of the bracket, is bent in-
wardly along the lines 1, and rearwardly along
the line 8, providing a narrow guideway, of a
width to accommodate the laterally extended
flange 9 of the sliding latch {9. In forming the
latch bracket the extensions 8 are bent laterally
over the ends of the guideway formed by bend-
ing the main portion of the bracket, thereby clos-
ing the ends of the guideway to confine the flange
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9 of the latch member, to the guideway, and
prevent the latch member from becoming discon-
nected from its bracket.

The flange 9 is of a length appreciably less
than the length of the main portion of the latch,
so that the upper and lower ends of the main
portion of the latch, extend beyond the ends of
the flange 9. The edge of the main portion of
the latch, adjacent to the flange 9 is inclined
towards the free edge of the latch, providing a
cam surface.

The extremity of the opposite end of the latch
10, is bent laterally toward the flange 9, provid-
ing a finger piece fl adapted to be gripped by
the person operating the latch, to move the latch
to its active or inactive position.

It will of course be understood that when posi-
tioning the bracket or the latch, the bracket is
secured to the screen frame, and a keeper screw
indicated at 12 is secured to the main frame, in
which the screen frame moves. On positioning
the keeper screw 12, the keeper screw is raised
so that it will lie in the path of travel of the
Jatch, when the latch is moved downwardly. As
shown by Fig. 2 of the drawing, the cam surface
of the latch will engage the keeper screw 12 and
as the latch is forced downwardly, the cam sur-
face of the latch acts to draw the window screen
or closure with which the latch is connected, in-
wardly towards its frame, securely latching the
screen or closure against opening from the ex-
terior. )

Tn order to release the latch member, it is only
necessary to exert an upward pressure on the

5 finger piece {1, whereupon the cam surface of

the latch member, moves away from the keeper
screw, allowing free swinging movement of the
screen or closure.

Having thus described the invention, what is
claimed is: )

1. A gwinging closure fastener, comprising an
elongated body portion adapted to be secured to
s closure and including spaced outer and inner
sections providing a guideway therebetween, said

5 guideway being closed at its ends, a flange formed

along the edge of said inner section and spaced
from the adjacent longitudinal edge of the outer
section, a sliding latch member having-a right-
angled portion fitted within the guideway, said
latch member also extending between the flange
and edge of the outer section, whereby the latch
member is held within the guideway, and said
latch member adapted to move into engagement
with a keeper secured to the closure frame.

2. A swinging closure fastener, comprising a
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body portion embodying a length of sheet metal
material, bent upon itself providing an outer sec-
tion and inner section spaced apart forming a
passageway therebetween, the inner section being
wider than the outer section, the free edge of the
inner section being extended at right angles, pro-
viding a flange spaced from one edge of the outer
section, a latch member including a length of

sheet metal fitted within the passageway and
adapted to slide longitudinally thereof, said latch
member being normally held against movement
by frictional contact with the outer and inner
sections of the body portion, and said lateh mem-
ber aglapted to move over a keeper.
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