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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANDREW E. PROUDFIT,
of Madison, in the county of Dane and State
of Wisconsin, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Corsets; and I do here-
by declare that the following is a full, clear,

-~ and exact description thereof, reference being

IO

had to the accompanying drawings and to the

letters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.
- My invention relates to that class of corsets

~ in which bones or other stiffening devices are
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omitted in the portion of the sides of the cor-

set near its Jower margin and over the crown ;
of the hip, so as to prevent annoyance to the :
wearer, which would otherwise arise from the
pressure of the bones if present at this point,
and the liability of breakage in the bones on |
account of the abrupt bend which they neces-

sarily take when extended over the hip to the
lower margin of the corset.

an improved construction in corsets of the’
character above set forth. It embraces an im-

proved construction in the strap for holding
‘the parts adjacent to the hip-space in place
and in the arrangement of the bones in the
corset adjacent to the said hip-space, and in
‘other details of construction in the corset; and
it consists in the matters hereinafter described,
‘and pointed out in the claims.

"+ In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

aside view of the corset constructed as pro-
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+ -longitudinal central section of Fig. b.

45.
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:posed: by my invention. Fig. 2 is a section
‘through-a part of one side of the corset, taken
‘upon line z x of Fig. 1. Fig. 3is a detail view
of the swivel-connection in the strap shown in

‘Figs. 1and 2. Fig. 4 is a longitudinal central-

‘section of said swivel-connection and strap.
Fig. bis a side view of another form of the
swivel-connection for the strap. Fig. 6 is a

As shown in the accompanying drawings, A
represents the back piece, B and C the side
pieces, and D the front piece, composing one-
-half of the corset, said pieces being stitched
together in the usual manner. The back and

front pieces may be constructed in any desired
‘or preferred manner, and contain no part of
-the-novel features of thisinvention. . The side
‘pieces B and. C are formed of two or more

thicknesses of cloth stitched together in the
usnal manner to form pockets for the bones or
other stiffening-pieces. In the portion ofsuch
side pieces which covers the crown of the hip
the bones and other stiffening are absent, and
all but one thickness of the. cloth composing
such side pieces are discontinued, as more
clearly shown in the sectional Fig. 2, 50 as to
form a relatively thin and flexible seetion, E,
covering the hip-bone or crown of the hip.
The said flexible section is made of such width
or fullness as to permit the lower portion or
edge of the corset to expand to the greatest
extent necessary for a given waist-measure,
and may fit closely over the hip when thus
expanded upon a full figure. Over narrow
hips the thin hip-piece may fold freely and
closely; and by reason of its thinness it will
in no material degree affect the fit of the outer
garments at this point, while on the other hand

| it will sufficiently confine the under garments.
The object of this invention is to provide .

Generally, however, a circumferential adjust-
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ment of the corset will be desired about its ,

lower portion, and to provide means for such
adjustment accurately to the form of the wear-
er, a strap, F, is secured to.the relatively
thick portions of the sides of the corsets upon
either side of the flexible section E, said strap
being made variable in length by means of g
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buckle or otherwise, so that the size of the - .

{ lower part of the corset may be readily

changed, in a manner heretofore well known,
to accurately and closely fit the wearer. The

said flexiblesection will obviously be wrinkled-

or folded beneath the strap when the adjacent
parts of the corset are drawn together there-
by, but the material composing said section
being thin, such folds or wrinkles, will lie flat
and will not inconvenience the wearer or ma-
terially add to the thickness of the part over
the hip. :
By the construction above described, it is
obvious that a corset. possessing all the ad-
vantages of one having cut-away portions is
obtained, while at the same time. the corset
presents the usual complete appearance, and
upon the person of the wearer fits smoothly
and closely about the hips. Although the

flexible section B, as shown in the drawings,
‘is formed of a continuation of one of the thick-
‘nesses of material composing the side pieces,
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B an‘l O;said section may obviously be formed
of a separate piece of cloth or other thin-in-
elastic material stitched at its edges tothe ad-
jacent parts of the corset. The construction
herein shown, in which the said section is
formed by a continuation of the outer covering
or layer of the corset, is, however, preferred,
for the- reason that a uniform appearance
is given to the exterior of the corset, and no
overlapping edge or seam is formed on the
outside thereof.

In corsets having an expansible or adjust-
able hip-section as herein shown, or.in those
hereinbefore mentioned which are provided
with a cut-away portion at the hip, it hasbeen
found that when a strapis used for connecting

the parts of the corset adjacent to said open--
ing ‘or flexible section, such strap is liable in i
the movements of the body—as, for instance,

when the wearer sits down or bends over—to

so as to cause the said lower edge to press un-

wearer..  To obviate 'this 'objection . to such

center of the latter. The said swivel-joint
may be construeted in any well-known or pre-
ferred manner, and operates to allow the said

selves at an angle with each other when one

edge of the strap is drawn niore tightly than.

{he other,and to thereby cause the strain upon

the strap to distribute itself equally through-.
out the width thercof, so that the strap will:
under all circumstances lie flat against the

hip. .

By the construction described, it is obvious
that when the lower front portion of the corset
to which the front ends of the strap are at-
tached is thrown forwardly or upwardly by
the bending forward or sitting down of the

wearer o as to draw the said strap tightly.
across the hips, it will press equally in all its’

parts, and will not, therefore, cause discom-
fort or annoyance from such pressure.

1,.3, and 4 of theaccompanying drawings, the
said joint G is formed by means of two plates,
G and G*, connected in such manner as to
give a relative rotary movement to the adja-

cent ends. of the two parts I and I of the
strap, to which they are respectively attached, .

and to afford a convenient means for- discon-
necting thesaid parts of the strap. Asshown
in the said figures, the plate G is provided
with a central circular recess. or depression,
G¥, the bottom of which is cut away in the
form shown partially in dotted and partially
in full lines in Fig. 4, so as to form an aper-
‘tare, g, and inwardly-extending projections
or lugs ¢’ and g°. Upon the plate G* is a cir-
cular plate or button, G, which is connected
by a neck or stem, ¢*, with said plate, the neck

In the form of swivel-joint shown in Figs.
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or stem being bent or curved so-as to bring
the button in a plane a short distance from
and parallel with the said plate, as clearly
shown in Fig. 8. The said button is con-
structed to pass edgewise through the aper-
ture ¢ between the projection ¢’ and the pro-
jections ¢, when the plates are being connected
and disconnected, and is adapted to fit in the
recess G® with its lower surface resting upon
the said projections when the plates G’ and G*
are parallel with each other. The lugs ¢/,
which are adjacent to the stem ¢’ when the
parts are placed together, are sufficiently sep-
arated to permit a considerable lateral move-
ment of the shank-or stem, and to thereby al-
low the button to berotated in the recess and
the plates G and G* to arrange themselves at
a desired angle with reference to each other.

As shown in the said Figs. 1, 3, and 4, the

| plate G’ is permanently attached to the por-
be drawn or strained unequally, and to a

greater extent at its lower than its upper edge, :

tion I of the strap, and the plate G* is secured
to the part ¥ of the strap by & construction in

| said part which will permit the length of the
pleasantly upon or cut into the flesh of the

strap to be adjusted, whereby the use of a

| buckle or other additional device in the strap
straps as heretofore constructed, T have pro--
vided in the strap herein shown a swivel-’
joint, G, arranged to connect the adjacentends .
of the twoseparate parts of the strap nearthe.

for this purpose is rendered unnccessary.
For the purpose mentioned, the plate G* is
provided with two parallel openings, gtand g5
through which the end portion, f, of the part
F2 of the strap.is .ingerted in the manner
shown, the said end portion being folded back

| between the main portion of the strap and
separate parts of the strap to adjust them-'

the corset, so that the pressure of the strap
and the exterior cross-piece of the plate op-
erates to hold the said end portion of the strap
from slipping through the plate. Itis obvious
that by this construction the strap will be held
firmly at a desired length when upon the
wearer, and may be readily adjusted by dis-
connecting the plates G’ and G* and slipping
the strap through the openings ¢*'and g This

| construction in means for adjusting the strap
| is well known and forms. no part of the mat-

ters herein claimed.

Another form of the swivel-joint G is shown
in Figs. 5 and 6, in which an ordinary or un-
detachable pivotal connection is used to unite
the plates G’ and G? such connection, as
shown, being made by overtapping the said
plates and inserting a stud or pivot-pin, g%
through coincident apertures therein. In this
case one of the plates may be adjustably se-
cured to one of the parts of the strap, as shown
in Figs. 1, 3, and 4, and before described, or
both plates may be permanently attached to
the parts of the strap,and an independent ad-
justing device used in the strap. In said
Tigs. b and 6 the construction last mentioned
is illustrated, an ordinary buckle, f’, being
therein shown as used to adjust the length of
the strap.

As an improved location or arrangement of
the bones or. other stiffening in corsets, in
which bones or other stiffening are omifted
over the crown of the hip, the corset herein
illustrated is provided with a steel or bone,
H, in the front side-piece, C, extending from
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‘shape and wrinkle at this point.
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the front edge of the said sidepiece at the top
of the corset.to the margin of the expansible
hip-section at the lower edge thereof, and the
rear side-piece, B, is provided with a similar
steel or bone, H', extending from the rear
edge of the said side piece at the top of the
corset to the side of the said hip-section at
the lower margin of the corset. By this loca-
tion of the steels or bones T H' the lower mar-
ginal parts of the corset at the front and rear
of the hip are held firmly in place, and close
to the body at this point.

Instead of using asingle bone or steel, H, as
shown, several relatively narrow bones may
obviously be placed side by side, and located
in the side pieces, B and C, in the same man-
ner and for the same purpose as the bones or
steels H and H'. The arrangement of the
bones H and H’, deseribed, is obviously ap-
plicable tothe corsetshereinbefore mentioned,
as having a cut-away portion at the hips, as
well as to those having an expansible hip-sec-
tion, herein shown. ‘

Iam aware that in corsets with cut-away
portions ab the hip, as heretofore constructed,
two sets of bones, starting from a point under
the arm and diverging so as to pass at either
side of said cut-away space;, have been used
for holding the parts of the corset adjacent to
such space in position; but such arrangement;
on account of the inclined position of the
bones, is objectionable, for the reason that,
when so located, they are liable to twist so as
to throw the parts of the corset supported by
them ouf.of shape, this being especially liable
to oceur ab times when the lower ends of the
bones are bent outwardly. In the diverging
arrangement of the bones above referred to,

also, a triangular space without bones has

usually been left in the side pieces above the
hip, so that the corset is liable to get out of
In connec-

‘tion with the bones H and H’, arranged in the
manner before described, bones I I’ are here-
in shown as arranged practically parallel
with said bones H and extending from the

top-of the corset to the upper margin of the
hip-spaee, so that .the portion of the side of
the corset above the hip is properly stiff-
ened, and the desired smooth shape obtained
therein. The lower portions of the said side
pieces at the front and rear of the bones H
and H' may be filled by any desired stiffen-
ing, that shown consisting of strips ¢ 4/, ar-
ranged parallel with the said bones Hand H'.

Any other stiffening other than the bones or
steels as herein mentioned may obviously be
used with the same results as described; and
the term ‘‘bones,”” as used in the.appended
claims, is to be understood as meaning any
kind of stiffening that is capable of use with
the results set forth.

I claim as my invention— e

1. The combination, with a corset, of .n ad-
justing-strap for the lower part of the corset,
provided with a swivel-joint, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination, with a corset having a

relatively thin and flexible hip-section, of an
adjusting - strap secured to the body of the
corset at either side of said flexible section,
and provided with a swivel-joint, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.
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3. The combination,with the side pieces of .

a corset, in which bones are omitted over the
crown of the hip, of converging bones H H,
extending obliquely from the front and rear
margins of the side pieces at the top thereof
to the lower edges of said side pieces at either
side of the hip, bones I I, arranged in the
side pieces parallel with the bones H H, and
terminating at their lower edges above the
hip,and an adjusting-strap secured to theside
pieces at either side of the hip, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth. 5
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I affix my signature inpresence
of two witnesses. : :
ANDREW E. PROUDFIT.
‘Witnesses:
A. B. MoRRIs,
I. N. SmITH.
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